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The Pilatus high above Mt-Beauty on July 8
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gliders from Mt Beauty to Leeton, and all club
members are welcome to join us for some of, or all of
the week.

PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

Congratulations to Dave Jacobson and Greg
Hollonds on going solo in the club IS-28. And to
Greg for converting on to the single seat Pilatus. For
David it was a conversion to flying gliders after a
career of flying commercial jets.
For Greg, at 15 years of age, it was all a new
experience – he can now pilot gliders, but it will be
years before he can drive a car on the roads.
The club winch now has a reconditioned engine and
gearbox. This has resulted from extensive good work
by Mark Bland, Max Thompson, Ivan Clarke, and
Gary Hollonds. This will improve the winch
performance and reliability, standing us in good stead
for seasons to come. In recognition, and
appreciation, of their efforts, Honorary Social
memberships have been awarded to Max and Ivan.
Over the winter months, club members under Mike
Pobjoy’s supervision, derigged, inspected, lubricated
and reassembled the club IS-28 glider for its annual
Form 2 certification. Mike also did the Form 2 work
on the Pilatus. The Pilatus is increasingly being
flown by non-syndicate members, so Mike’s effort is
appreciated by all who fly, and will fly GCD.
The club is planning a XC camp at Leeton from
18-24 November, we will be flying or towing several
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The proposed club hangar requires a planning permit
from the Alpine Shire; a formal application was
submitted to the Shire in July and we still await a
response.

Rod Harris
President

Operations
Hangar Rash
We all know that hangars are relatively crowded
places and we have to be careful moving our gliders
around. Because of their long wings it is difficult for
one person to judge wing clearances from walls and
from other aircraft and vehicles kept in the hangar.
So to minimise and eliminate dents, dings, scratches
and scrapes always aim to have a person on each
wing tip as well as the person pushing on the
fuselage. Always move our gliders slowly and if there
is any doubt about clearances – STOP and
investigate.
Cars in the Hangar
Our agreement with the Hangar Syndicate precludes
having private cars in the hangar. Sometimes we
have used private cars to tow gliders into the hangar
at the end of operations for the day. My view is that it
is easy to stop the towing car outside the hangar, turn
the glider around and then push it by hand into its
place in the hangar. I request members to do this in
future.
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Solo Pilot Annual Checks
Annual checks are now due. The GFA requires that
all solo glider pilots must have at least one check
flight annually. Your check must be completed prior
to your next solo flight. If you don’t have a current
annual check, you can’t legally fly a glider as pilot in
command in Australia.
The Annual Check Form is available for downloading
on the MBGC newspage and copies are available in
the flight sheet folder. Please ensure that you get
yourself a hard copy and fill out the required
information on page 1 before presenting to your
Instructor for your check flight.
Any Instructor can give you your annual check,
except AEIs who must fly with a L2 Instructor, and
Instructors themselves, who must fly with me.

The Gliding Club of Victoria (Benalla) over the
Australia Day weekend 26-28 January 2008.
Geelong Gliding Club over the Labor Day holiday
weekend 8-10 March 2008.
VMFG and other clubs over Easter 21-29 March
2008.
Contributions to Alpine Flyer
This is your Newsletter, so let’s have your
contributions. Send them to the Editor at
glide@mtbeauty.com. Photographs, stories of your
gliding/aviation experiences, equipment reviews, and
“how I learned about flying from that” stories are all
welcome. If you can’t use email, send contributions
to the Editor at Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699.

GFA Membership
The Club is not permitted under GFA rules to give
instruction to or allow members to fly solo unless they
are financial members of the GFA. Members are
requested to be fastidious in renewing their GFA
membership when due. Failure to do so invalidates
all our insurances.
We now have a few members having expired 3
month GFA memberships. Please check your expiry
date and make sure that you have valid membership
when you fly. Also all GFA members now require
valid medical certification to fly as pilot-in-command.
See your renewal form and the GFA website for
details.

Treasurer’s Talk
Easter Aerotows
We have now paid for Easter aerotows as billed by
VMFG. We originally estimated a tow charge of
$6.00 per minute, but this was finally charged at
$5.08 per minute. Some of the aerotow times
changed from our preliminary estimates, both up and
down. Some flights that were charged had not been
noted on our flight sheets. The net result is that
some member’s charges were less and some were
more than originally estimated. We originally
estimated a total bill of $1158.00 but the final bill
came in at $1046.48.

Data Logger
John Mason of the Leeton Club has generously lent
us his Colibri GPS data logger and this can now be
used for badge claim flights. Make prior
arrangements with me to carry the logger on your
potential badge claim flight. If you want to claim a
distance flight, you have to provide me with the turn
points so that they may be entered into the logger. It
is your responsibility to read the FAI rules and comply
with them. If your claim does not comply with the
rules - tough. See www.gfa.org.au/fai/faireq.php.

Ian Cohn
Chief Flying Instructor

Editor’s Epistle
Planning the Coming Soaring Season
Mark Bland is in charge of planning for the cross
country week at Leeton, NSW, from 18th November to
24th November. This is a great opportunity to
develop your skills in flatland cross country flying and
achieve higher badge qualifications. Speak to Mark
regarding the details of accommodation and gliders
that will be available.
Gliding Club Visits
This season we anticipate having visits from:Alpine Flyer October 2007

Funding our Hangar
With a large expenditure coming up for our hangar,
we need to have everything going for us. We have
about 45% of the likely cost already in the bank, but
we need to be very fastidious to ensure that we can
raise the rest of the funds required.
As a first step it is requested that all members keep
their accounts at least $50 in credit to minimise loss
of interest. We need every member to pull together
on this one to spread the load. So do your bit for the
club and keep your account in credit.
Further, the Committee has authorised a preliminary
increase in joining and annual fees to Social $30
(annual only), Associate $60, and Full $120. This will
be charged on a preliminary basis when annual fees
are debited to accounts on the 1st of January. Since
the members have the final say on these fees, there
will be a motion put at the AGM on 27th January 2008
to ratify them.
To put this in perspective, MBGC annual fees were
last changed three years ago. Annual fees for other
clubs include Boonah - $250, GCV - $550, and
Bendigo - $432.
Payments
The best way for members to deposit money into
their MBGC accounts is via internet banking or by
direct credit. This saves the Treasurer a trip to the
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bank to deposit cheques and cash. When doing this
please remember to add your name to the deposit
details so that the Treasurer knows which account to
credit with the money.
The Club’s bank account details are:- Commonwealth
Bank; BSB 063 645 Account number 10038751.
Mt Beauty Foodworks "Spirit of the Community" fund
Mt Beauty Gliding Club points
were 9,207 as at 25th of
October. When purchasing
any items from the Mt Beauty
Foodworks supermarket make sure that you put your
points to the Gliding Club – code 1060.
Ian Cohn - Treasurer.

Members and Friends News.
Andrew Opens the Throttle
Andrew Evans reports that he working towards his
Private Pilot Licence and that he flew his first GA solo
in Cessna 172 PXX at Shepparton Aero Club on 21
October.

Greg on You Tube
In an MBGC first, Jacqui Hollonds was on hand with
a video camera to see Greg go solo in the IS-28 on
13th October, and somehow the clip moved to the
internet site You Tube. You can see this clip by
going to www.youtube.com/watch?v=arGhhbaIalU
Wiz on Whirlygigs
Social Member, Ian Douglas, reports that he is
starting his heli instructors rating on the 30th of Oct
which should take about 5 weeks. He says “Things
are looking good in the heli world, and I’m back from
Ayers Rock again (for the last time)”.
Mart back in Action
Mart Bosman has returned from the Netherlands
and reports that he didn’t do much gliding in Europe
over the northern summer because of generally poor
conditions. However, to cheer himself up, he has
purchased a modern composite glider that he hopes
to have operational in Mt Beauty shortly.

Maintenance Matters
Winch Engine
After testing on the dynanometer at Wodonga TAFE,
supervised by Ivan Clarke, the engine was
transported to Mt Beauty by Mark. Then Max
Thompson and Mark installed the engine in the
winch on 21st September.

Andrew smiles after his Cessna solo.

Craig and Family Back in Mt Beauty
Social member, Craig Docherty, has settled back in
to the Upper Kiewa Valley and is busy helping wife
Lee with their two young girls, Kai, and Makayla.
Craig reports he wants to get back to gliding action
as soon as he is given a bit of time off.

The new engine being installed.

After a bit of tweaking of the engine by Mark, the
winch wire was installed by Mark and Mart on the
14th of October, and the winch restarted doing
launches.
Gary Hollonds did a bit more tweaking and installed
a rejuvenated alternator and tidied up the electrical
wiring on Saturday, 20th October. Ivan did some
more tuning on 21st October, and says there is just a
little more to do to get full power out of the engine.
However, the winch has been giving satisfactory
launches.
Craig with his girls, Lee, Makayla and Kai.
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westerly wind, with high cirrus overcast coming in
later along with the wind speed subsiding. There
were some usable thermals, available to around
7,000 ft and hill lift was available earlier. Total flight
time was 6h 59m from 9 flights. Longest flight time 1h
41m. Max height 7,100 ft.

th

Gary Hollonds with the winch on Saturday 20 of October.

Aircraft Maintenance
Mike Pobjoy did the annual inspection and
maintenance on the Pilatus during the week 14th -20th
October, and it was test flown by Rod Harris on 20th
October.
Mark Bland fixed the sticking undercarriage lever in
the IS-28 on Sunday 21st October.
Manfred’s motorglider has been out of action with a
faulty magneto impulse but is expected to be flying
again shortly.
Ground Equipment
Dave Jacobson has volunteered to redo the electrics
on the IS-28 trailer.
Gary Hollonds is working on a “new” cable retrieve
vehicle.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

MBGC Current Fees and Charges
Member
Assoc
GFA
Full
Social
Category
-iate
Visitor
Debenture
$500
$250
Nil
Nil
Joining Fee
$100
$50
Nil
Nil
Annual Fee
$100
$50
$25
Nil
$13 1
Winch Launch
$10
$13
$15
IS-28 Flt Fee
2
$0.50
$0.60
$0.40
$0.50
Per Minute
1
5 launches per annum only - $15 per launch after 5.
2
2 hours per annum only - $0.60/min after 2 hours.

For MBGC members, flight time charges cease for
flight time beyond two hours.
Air Experience flight fees are $60 for winch launch for
the first ten minutes and $2 per minute after that.
Add $50 for Aerotow launch.
GFA membership fees
Annual
$191 Three Month
$65
Family Annual
$155 Three day
$10
Note that 3 month membership is only available
once. After that Full membership of GFA is required.

MBGC Diary
21st October 2007 - GH, IC, BB, MBn, RM, KV, RH,
and MBd crewed to fly the IS-28, Blanik, and Pilatus.
Conditions were sunny with a light to moderate northAlpine Flyer October 2007

Greg after his first flight in the Pilatus.

Photo – Kitty Vigo

20th October 2007 - GH, IC, BB, MBn, DJ, MP, RH,
and MBd crewed to fly the IS-28, Blanik, and Pilatus.
Conditions were sunny with a light to moderate northwesterly wind. There were few usable thermals,
available to around 7,000 ft and marginal hill lift was
available. Total flight time was 4h 42m from 12
flights. Longest flight time 1h 20m. Max height 7,000
ft. Thanks due to GH and IC for helping with the
winch adjustments.
14th October 2007 - GH, IC, KD, MBn, PD, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28 and Blanik. Conditions were
sunny with a light to moderate north-westerly wind.
There were usable thermals, available to around
6,000 ft and hill lift was available. Total flight time
was 6h 36m from 13 flights. Longest flight time 52m.
Max height 4,300 ft.
13th October 2007 - GH, IC, KV, MP, PD, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28 and Blanik. Conditions were
overcast with some sunny patches and a light to
moderate north-westerly wind. There were few
usable thermals, but some thermal lift was available
to around 6,000 ft and hill lift was available. GH first
soloed. Total flight time was 4h 12m from 7 flights.
Longest flight time 1h 34m. Max height 5,300 ft.
9th October 2007 - DJ, IC, and MBd crewed to fly
the IS-28. Conditions were sunny with a light northwesterly wind. There were few usable thermals, but
later lift was available to around 8,000 ft. DJ qualified
for the "A" certificate. Total flight time was 1h
58m from 7 flights. Longest flight time 1h 15m. Max
height 8,000 ft.
24th September 2007 - DJ, IC, GH, and MP crewed
to fly the IS-28. Conditions were sunny with a
moderate north-westerly wind. There were few
usable thermals, but ridge lift was available to around
5,400 ft. DJ soloed. Total flight time was 3h
33m from 8 flights. Longest flight time 1h 33m. Max
height 5,400 ft.
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23rd September 2007 - MR, IC, PD, GH, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28. Conditions were partially
sunny with a high cirrus overcast and a moderate
north-westerly wind. There were no usable thermals,
but ridge lift was available to around 3,200 ft. Total
flight time was 3h 27m from 3 flights. Longest flight
time 1h 29m. Max height 3,200 ft.
22nd September 2007 - MT, IC, PD, MP, GH, and
MBd crewed to fly the IS-28 and fit the engine to the
winch. Conditions were sunny with a light to
moderate north-westerly wind. There were some
thermals, weak at lower levels but up to 4 kt away
from the ground. Total flight time was 1h 28m from
10 flights. Longest flight time 34m. Max height 4,000
ft.
21st September 2007 - MT, IC, HE, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28 and fit the "new" 351 V8
engine to the winch. Conditions were partially sunny
with a light to moderate north-westerly wind. There
were some thermals, weak at lower levels but up to 4
kt near the variable cloud base at 6,500 ft. Total
flight time was 3h 11m from 1 flight. Max height
6,000 ft.

ft. Total IS-28 and Pilatus flight time was 4h
04m from 5 flights. Longest flight time 2h 0m. Max
height 7,500 ft.
1st September 2007 - DJ, PGn, MP, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28, and the IS-28M2. Conditions
were sunny with a light north-westerly wind. There
were no thermals. Total IS-28 flight time was
17m from 3 flights. Longest flight time 8m. Max
height 2,400 ft.
26th August 2007 - DJ, PH, IC, MP, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28, Pilatus and the IS-28M2.
Conditions were sunny with a light north-westerly
wind increasing later. There were no thermals but
ridge lift was available later. Total IS-28 and Pilatus
flight time was 2h 45m from 9 flights. Longest flight
time 1h 18m. Max height 4,000 ft.

The Tail End
A Word on the Pilatus
By Mike Pobjoy
Pilatus B4 “Charley Delta” was one of the early
models with a fixed undercarriage. It was made in
the same Swiss factory that were turning out short
take-off and landing turbo prop aircraft for the world
markets. Needless to say, there were many
manufacturers all competing in the aviation market so
Pilatus were probably trying something different to
make a profit.

Mark, Max and Harold preparing the engine

15th September 2007 - PGn, PH, IC, MP, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28, IS-28M2 and Pilatus.
Conditions were partially sunny with a light to
moderate north-westerly wind. There were some
thermals, weak at lower levels but up to 4 kt near the
variable cloud base at between 5,000 ft and 6,000 ft.
Total flight time was 5h 40m from 11 flights. Longest
flight time 1h 30m. Max height 5,700 ft.
14th September 2007 - GH, PH, IC and MBd
crewed to change the cable on the winch.
9th September 2007 - GH, PH, IC, MP, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28, and Pilatus. Conditions were
sunny with a light to moderate north-westerly wind.
There were good thermals, weak at lower levels but
up to 8 kt near cloud base at around 7,500 ft. Total
flight time was 3h 06m from 3 flights. Longest flight
time 1h 48m. Max height 7,000 ft.
8th September 2007 - GH, PH, IC, MP, and MBd
crewed to fly the IS-28, Pilatus and the IS-28M2.
Conditions were sunny with a light north-westerly
wind. There were good thermals, weak at lower
levels but up to 8 kt near cloud base at around 8.000
Alpine Flyer October 2007

The Pilatus on approach Picture – Peter Deane

Around the same time the construction of Gliders was
moving from Rag and Tube to FRP (composites) with
the prominent factories operating in Germany.
However, the Americans favoured an all metal
construction as they usually parked their gliders as
they parked their Cessnas, hence the popularity of
the B4, the IS-28 Lark and the1-26 and 2-32 (With
the 2 and 3 seat variations).
To cut to the chase, our Pilatus is getting old and
even though it is built like the proverbially dunnie we
need to treat it with respect. ie It will oilcan when
stressed, but behave like a lady when treated nice.
So please ease it off the ground at the start of the
launch and reduce speed to under 60 before fully
deploying the brakes. The electric vario is the one to
trust as the mechanical one suffers from stick lift.
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The web harness was cleaned at the Form 2
inspection, so please fly the glider before changing
the oil in your car and not the other way around, and
YES I am your mother Hen!

The Colditz Cock
Story from the Internet per Mark Bland.

Colditz Castle was originally built in 1014 as a
hunting lodge for the kings of Saxony and throughout
its history, it has been the centre of war and siege,
and thus rebuilt many times. The castle was
completely destroyed in the 15th century during the
Hussite wars and was then rebuilt and given as a
wedding present to a Danish Princess in 1583. In
1634 Imperialists captured the castle only to lose it
again to Sweden in 1706. Its role then changed to a
prison in 1800 and then a hospital for the mentally ill
in 1828.

Colditz Castle.

The castle continued as a hospital for over 100 years,
until it came to be used as a prisoner of war centre
during the Second World War.
RAF prisoners recaptured after escaping from other
POW camps were transferred to Colditz Castle which
was thought to be escape proof or supermaximum
POW prison, it was apparently the only German
POW camp that had more guards than prisoners.
Despite this, the British officers who felt that it was
their duty to escape continued to tunnel, jump, and
sneak their way out of "The Colditz Escape
Academy" in surprising numbers.
Having so many experienced escapers all in one
place turned out to be a questionable idea but as
time went by the conventional avenues of escape
were sealed off by the Germans, tunneling became
all but impossible with the installation of sophisticated
sound monitors. Towards the end of the war in
Europe, British officers held captive in Colditz Castle
during WWII constructed a glider to be launched from
the rooftop of the castle used to imprison them.
The prisoners refused to accept the idea that Colditz
was inescapable. In the early parts of 1945 some
POW's managed to escape by ever riskier routes,
such as by being catapulted out of high windows.
Even one "home run" raised morale considerably
among the remaining prisoners. It was about this time
that Colditz "Heavy Industries Inc." was founded, to
design and build a glider.
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The idea of building a glider was hatched by Navy
Lieutenant Tony Rolt and others. Rolt wasn't even
an airman, but he noticed the chapel roof line was
completely obscured from German view and he
convinced Bill Goldfinch to draft up some plans for a
glider. A catapult made up of a concrete filled
bathtub plunging five stories and then crashing into
the floor was thought to be needed for launch.
Hundreds of ribs had to be constructed, from bed
slats and every other piece of wood the POW's could
get. The wing spars were constructed from floor
boards and control wires fabricated from electrical
wire stolen from unused portions of the castle.
Lorne Welch was one of the prisoners and he was a
gliding expert. He was asked to have a look at the
stress diagrams and aerodynamic calculations made
by Goldfinch. Fellow prisoners then built a false wall
in the attic of one of the buildings and a proper
workshop was constructed behind it. The Germans
were accustomed to looking down, for tunnels, not
up, for gliders or secret workshops. No less than 12
primary lookouts or "stooges" and an electric alarm
system was used to warn the builders of approaching
guards when silence and work stoppages were
required.
The glider constructed was a two-piece, high wing
design which resembles the popular Schweizer 2-33
in many aspects. It has a Mooney style rudder and
square elevators and tip to tip the wingspan was 32'.
Prison sleeping bags of blue and white checked
cotton were used to skin the glider, and German
ration millet was boiled and used to dope the fabric.
The take-off was scheduled for the spring of 1945
during an air raid blackout but by then the Allied guns
were already rumbling in the distance and the war's
outcome fairly certain.
The British escape officer decided that the launch
should be delayed in case the SS ordered the
massacre of the prisoners as a way to get a message
out to approaching American troops. Previous
instructions from Britain had already called for a halt
to all escape efforts, since by this time the Germans
had begun shooting escapees on the spot.
Following the peaceful turnover of the camp from the
Kommandant to the Senior British Officer word of the
glider's existence was put out. The glider was
assembled and put on display for the prisoners and
liberating American GI's.

Dozens of prisoners had helped in its construction, by
building tools or parts for the glider, or by stooging.
An unnamed American GI took the only photo of the
glider known to exist, shown here, the "Colditz Cock"
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was then disassembled and lifted back into it's hiding
place at war's end.
The glider disappeared from it's hiding place
sometime after the war ended, it's ultimate fate
unknown. During later visits to Colditz, the survivors
heard rumors to the effect the glider had been
burned. One story was that it was broken into
firewood during the brutal winter of 1945-6, a time
during which many Germans and Russians (Colditz
came to be used as a hospital for Russian officers)
either froze or starved to death.
Another story was that villagers felt "disgraced" by it's
presence and publicly torched it. The truth will
probably never be known, unless some of the
Russians soldiers who occupied the town
immediately after the war come forward.
Virtually everyone (including gliding experts, people
who have built and flown models of the glider and the
participants themselves) is convinced the Colditz
Glider was airworthy and would have flown two
prisoners outside of the camp's walls. Engineers at
De Havilland aircraft reviewed the glider plans after
the war and agreed. While it never actually flew the
Colditz Glider successfully lifted the spirits of
everyone involved.
Many of the prisoners who built the "Cock" lived for
over 50 years after being liberated from Colditz
Castle wondering... would their glider have flown? A
true replica was built and there it was in front of
them... flying.
Kenneth Lockwood, the secretary of the Colditz
Association (a survivors’ group) said: “If all went well
the glider would soar for about a mile from a height of
about 100 feet down over the town of Colditz, over
farmland and finally over the River Mulde, landing on
the far side of the river.”

The full-sized replica of the Colditz glider was
commissioned by english TV Channel 4 and was built
by Southdown Aviation Ltd at Lasham Airfield. The
glider was flown successfully by John Lee on its first
attempt at RAF Odiham with Best, Goldfinch and
about a dozen of the veterans who had worked on
the original more than 55 years earlier proudly
looking on. Jack Best died later that year. The
replica is now housed at the Imperial War Museum in
London.

PARAGLIDING IN BALI
By Bill Brooks
The southern tip of Bali consists of a rocky, sparsely
vegetated promontory terminating in vertical cliffs
down to the sea. In August, the SE trade winds blow
steadily onto these cliffs creating an ideal sea breeze
paragliding sight. It is possible to soar for kilometers
in these warm winds wearing just shorts and T shirt,
floating over temples, seaweed farms and huge
luxury resorts. I recently had three delightful weeks
doing it.
As well as a number of experienced pilots from
Australia, Japan and China, some quite large groups
of students were there to learn, some gaining their
knowledge the hard way.
Even in the idyllic circumstances here, the paraglider
pilot must be constantly aware of the situation and
conditions and there are pitfalls and traps to be
avoided. One of the most obvious is a dying breeze,
and yet a number of flyers failed to perceive it until
too late. Two Chinese novices found themselves
sinking under the top of the cliffs at high tide, with no
landable beach at the bottom. This resulted in
dangerous water landings and some very nasty cuts
and grazing as they scrambled up the rocks to
escape.

“The key thing was to cross the river,” Mr. Lockwood
said. “If they could clear that they could reach a
nearby railroad station, board a train and make it to
Switzerland, which was neutral.”
Jack Best, who led the operation to build the glider,
together with Bill Goldfinch, who designed it, said:
“We made it out of anything we could find, wooden
floorboards and bedsheets. We didn’t beg or borrow
we just pinched it. It was built right up in the highest
portion of the castle and we were going to launch it
by pushing it over the end of the roof".

The replica Colditz Cock in flight
Niko Resort
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Photo – Bill Brooks
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Another difficulty is the launch itself. For the wind to
be strong enough for us to soar, it must be in the top
end of the launch speed range. This means that the
glider drags the pilot during inflation and it is
necessary to run rapidly towards it as it comes up,
steadying it in flight in the process. It takes a fair bit
of practice to get this right, and good entertainment
can be had by launch onlookers watching the less
capable struggling to control renegade paragliders as
they are dragged over the ground.
Top landing also calls for precise judgement and
once again great interest was provided for the
observers by occasional demonstrations of very
imprecise judgement, resulting in tree landings, car
landings and on top of other people landings.

Candidasa town

Several of us travelled up the East coast to the small
town of Candidasa. Here, smaller resorts provide
wonderfully cheap ($10 per night for a double room)
accommodation right on the beach.
At the North end of town a very steep hill rises 800
feet, and for a small fee the local people will
cheerfully carry your gear to the launch on top. A
bagged paraglider and harness generally weighs
around 23kg and even with this weight, the locals left
us behind as we struggled up. We made good
friends with these charming Balinese, sharing food
and fishing trips with them.

Photo – Bill Brooks

For the most part though, it was trouble free and
lovely soaring for the majority. A quite remarkable
demonstration of precise control was given by the
Chinese instructor, who flew his glider on to the top of
a steel fence and walked along it to the cliff edge,
then soared off.
The easy way up.

Photo – Bill Brooks

Once again, we were able to soar for hours in the
steady warm wind. At twelve to fifteen knots it made
it quite easy to land on the small beach by our resort.
A paraglider’s trim speed is about eighteen knots, so
with three or four knots ground speed on final
approach, you can put it down just about anywhere.
With the abundant flying, warm seas for swimming,
extremely delicious (If you, like me, enjoy spicy) local
food, friendly locals and ridiculously cheap prices, it’s
a hard holiday to beat in the middle of our Winter.

Candidasa hill

Photo – Bill Brooks

Mt Beauty scene in March 2005
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Picture – Peter Deane
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