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Mart thermalling the IS-28 with the Blanik on 23 of April.
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camaraderie and fellowship. I think there were over a
hundred people there. Congratulations once again
Ian and Susan, Thank You.

VICE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
As Andrew is away on his honeymoon in Europe, I
have the honor of filling his presidential shoes for a
month or so which gives me an opportunity to write a
few lines in this column. Firstly, I’m sure we all wish
Andrew and Kerrie all the best for the future and
congratulate them on their marriage.
While we’re in the congratulatory mood, I would also
like to express our most sincere thanks to Ian for the
magnificent job he does in producing “Alpine Flyer’’
and also in keeping the web site up to date. I’m sure
both media have been major contributors to our
success in the last few years.
Well, Easter has come and gone for another year and
if you weren’t there, you missed another fantastic
gliding event. It started off slowly with a wet Good
Friday, but as the showers cleared on Saturday,
some great flying was done by both our club and our
regular visitors from VMFG and other clubs. One
highlight was the presence of Bernard Eckey’s ASH25 from Balaclava in S.A. For some of our newer
members it was a great opportunity to get up close
and personal with some of the best technology in
gliding. I must admit, however, that I was a bit
chuffed at being able to out climb this albatross of
gliders in my 38 year old Libelle during the weak
stable thermals on Sunday.
Once again, on Saturday night, Ian and Susan Cohn
hosted everyone to their home for a BBQ and night of
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Some of us had the privilege of staying on after the
Easter weekend and as we got into the end of the
week the conditions became more unstable with
increasing northerly winds. This provided some good
ridge days and provided one of our newer members,
Ian Douglas, a chance to achieve his five hour flight
in the IS-28. A great effort considering he doesn’t
even have his “C” certificate yet. Well done Ian.
With the ANZAC long weekend following, my
personal highlight eventuated when we were revisited
by Michael Sommer (German World Championship
Team member and Australian National Winner)
revisiting our club and escorting me on a couple of
terrific flights in his borrowed LS4. On the first flight
we circumnavigated Mt Buffalo in conditions that only
allowed climbs to about 5000ft. Monday the 24th
April saw my trusty Libelle follow his LS4 on a flight to
the east almost to Mt Kosciusko, before returning via
Khancoban and Corryong. The max height achieved
on the flight was only 6000ft, not very high when you
consider the terrain. Michael’s expertise showed me
what can be achieved when you have the confidence
and ability to have a go! Even though we were quite
low at times we always had a landing option. Thanks
to Kitty, Rod and Mart for standing by as retrieve crew
in case of an outlanding.
Finally, as the soaring season starts to wind down,
we have safely achieved club records for flying hours
and launches flown as a result of the dedication and
participation of our members. Who knows what we
could achieve if we really put our minds and effort to
work!
Mark Bland
Vice President
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Operations
Thermalling Safety and Etiquette
Congested conditions with many gliders airborne on a
couple of weak days over Easter led to some low
level gaggles forming, an unusual sight at Mt Beauty.
This reinforced that under these conditions it is
essential to maintain lookout vigilance and respect
the airspace of other gliders.
Pushing proximity to other gliders is rude and
downright dangerous. If you are at the same level as
another glider in a thermal it is essential to maintain
position opposite the other glider so that each pilot
has clear vision of the other glider. Under these
circumstances three is a crowd and for safety one or
more gliders (the later arrivals) should seek lift
elsewhere.

equipment. This information provides the financial
lifeblood of the Club.
With this in mind we have to accurately and clearly
write the flight details on the flight sheets. For the
pilot’s names please just enter their Initial and last
name. No nick names please. For Launch Type
please enter “W” for the Club winch, “WB” for the
syndicate winch and “A” for aerotow. For the take-off
and landing times please use the 24 hour clock
system. For example 2:35 pm should be written as
1435. Under Payment/Rct No put in any moneys
received and the receipt number. Also if it is a shared
flight please say who is paying or the split of costs.
Finally put the Winch Driver’s initials in the last
column. Using neat and tidy writing and adhering to
the procedures above will make the Treasurer’s job
much easier and lead to less queries from members.
When receiving money, please write out a receipt so
that the Treasurer knows where it came from and can
credit the correct account.

Ian Cohn
Chief Flying Instructor

Our Finances

Treasurer’s Talk
IS-28 hours
At press time we had done 200 hours on the IS-28 so
far this season, and we were 31 hours ahead of last
season’s total at the same date.

The club requests that all members ensure that their
accounts are in credit. If you owe the club money, it
is a real drag on our ability to provide members with
low cost and reliable flying and a burden on the
Treasurer in terms of the extra administration time
required to chase up debtors. So get organised. It’s
your responsibility to get your account in credit and
keep it that way.
Payments
The best way for members to deposit money into their
MBGC accounts is via internet banking or by direct
credit. This saves the Treasurer a trip to the bank to
deposit cheques and cash. When doing this please
remember to add your name to the deposit details so
that the Treasurer knows which account to credit with
the money. The Club’s bank account details are
listed on your account statement sent out by the
Treasurer.
Mt Beauty Foodworks "Spirit of the Community" fund
Mt Beauty Gliding Club points
9243 as at 1st of May.
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IS-28 Hours as at the 1 of May

During April we flew on 17 days out of 30, and the
IS-28 flew for 41 hours. Other gliders we launched
flew 68 hours. Our total number of launches for April
was 159 including 31 aerotows.
Flight Sheets
Flight sheets recording our flights and who did them
serve several vital purposes. The first is to accurately
record the flying times for each glider. This is a legal
requirement. The second is to record the flying times
for each member. This is again a legal requirement.
The third is to enable the Club to charge all people
who fly with us the proper amounts of money and to
record the money that we owe suppliers of services to
the Club such as launches carried out by non Club
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When purchasing any items
from the Mt Beauty Foodworks supermarket make
sure that you put your points to the Gliding Club –
code 1060.
Books
We have a supply of the GFA’s basic gliding text
“Basic Gliding Knowledge” available at $28. To get
your copy contact the Treasurer. Glider pilot
logbooks are also available at $5 per book.
Annual Fees
Members are reminded that Annual fees are due on
the first of January each year. That is Full - $100,
Associate - $50, and Social - $25.

Ian Cohn - Treasurer.
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Editor’s Epistle
Distribution
“Alpine Flyer” is available for download from
www.exalander.com/mbgc/mbgcnewspage.htm .

Over Easter veteran tug pilots and friends of MBGC,
Jim Barton and Peter Presneil of GCV, and Alan
Patching of VMFG were noted flying the VMFG
Pawnee and the Callair providing elevation for our
visiting glider pilots.

Contributions to Alpine Flyer
This is your Newsletter, so let’s have your
contributions. Send them to the Editor at
gliding@mtbeauty.com. Photographs, stories of your
gliding/aviation experiences, equipment reviews, and
“how I learned about flying from that” stories are all
welcome. If you can’t use email, send contributions
to the Editor at Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699.

Maintenance Matters
Winch Wire
Mike Pobjoy purchased 5000 m of new winch wire
and transported it from Melbourne on the 19th of April.
Mike is now looking at obtaining a new tunrtable to
make it easy to load the wire onto the winch.
IS-28
Mark Bland and Mike Pobjoy have fitted a new tyre
and tube to the tailwheel on the IS28.
Winch Alternator
Mike Pobjoy and Phil Glasson have fitted a new
regulator to the winch alternator.

Members and Friends News.
Long term member Dustin Forke escaped from his
intensive Navy Officer training course for a couple of
days over Easter and managed to take his friend
Anna and his grandfather for aerotow flights in the
IS-28.
_____________________________________________________

Social member Brendan Judd of Wagga also visited
Mt Beauty over Easter and flew with his fiancée in the
IS-28. Congratulations Brendan on your
engagement.

Jim Barton at the controls of his Callair during Easter.
_____________________________________________________

International Visitors – Visitor from Germany,
Michael Sommer, flew with us over and after Easter,
putting in time on Bernard Eckey’s ASH-25 and
Toby Geiger’s LS-4 and showing us what could be
achieved with a bit of enterprise and vision regarding
cross country flights out of Mt Beauty.
__________________________________________
On the first of May, Social member, John Hillard,
addressed the Rotary Club of Mt Beauty as Guest
Speaker regarding his recent epic trans Pacific ferry
flight.

_____________________________________________________

Mart Bosman has announced that he has to go to
Europe to keep current and for business reasons
about the middle of May but assures us that he will
return in spring.

John Hillard in his “office” during his epic Trans Pacific ferry flight.
_____________________________________________________

Mt Beauty Gliding Club Diary
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Mart flying the IS-28 on 23 April in a smoky thermal.
_____________________________________________________
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Saturday 29th April 2006 - MBd, RB, PGn, MBn,
MR, and MP, flew the IS-28, and Pilatus. Winds were
calm and no thermals were available due to the
heavy overcast. Total glider flight time was 52m from
7 flights. Max altitude was 2,700 ft.
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Monday 24th April 2006 - MBd, MS, RH, IC, MBn,
MR, and KV, flew the IS-28, Libelle, and LS4 using
winch launch. Winds were calm and weak thermals
were available. Total glider flight time was 9h 44m
from 14 flights. Max altitude was 6,500 ft. Mark and
Michael flew out to near Mt Kosciusko and return,
phenomenal flights given the weak conditions.

Ian Douglas being congratulated by Kitty and Mark after his Silver
badge 5 hour qualifying flight on 20th April in very cold conditions.

Mark's picture of a snow capped Mt Kosciusko.

Wednesday 19th April 2006 - PM, MR, RH, KV and
IC flew the IS-28 and Pilatus using winch and
aerotow launch. A moderate northerly wind enabled
good ridge soaring on Big Hill and Mt Bogong. Total
glider flight time was 4h 14m from 3 flights. Max
soaring height was 7,500 ft.
Tuesday 18th April 2006 - PGl and IC flew the IS28 using aerotow launch. A brisk northerly wind
enabled good ridge soaring on Little Mt Bogong.
Total glider flight time was 1h 41m from 1 flight. Max
soaring height was 6,000 ft limited by cloud base.

Mart and Kitty with Michael and Mark after their flight.

Sunday 23rd April 2006 - GHs, MBd, MS, RH, IC,
MBn, MR, KV, Tim and Sacha flew the IS-28, Libelle,
LS4 and Blanik using winch launch. Winds were
calm to a southerly drift and thermals from burning-off
fires were available. Total glider flight time was 9h
39m from 14 flights. Max altitude was 4,800 ft by
MBd.
Saturday 22nd April 2006 - GHs, MBd, MS, PD, IC,
MP, MR, and KV flew the IS-28, Libelle, Pilatus, and
Blanik using winch launch. A light to moderate
northerly wind enabled ridge soaring on Big Hill and
thermals were available. Total glider flight time was
13h 00m from 9 flights. Max altitude was 6,500 ft by
KV and MR. Michael and Mark flew around Mt
Buffalo. Thanks to Mart for the launches.
Thursday 20th April 2006 - ID, MBd, and KV flew
the IS-28 and Blanik using winch launch. A moderate
northerly wind enabled good ridge soaring on Big Hill
and Mt Bogong and thermals were available. Total
glider flight time was 9h 51m from 5 flights. Soaring
heights by VMFG visitors Alan and Roger were
11,000 ft (in wave conditions in the lee of Mt Buffalo
near Bright) and Neil reached 13,000 ft near
Tawonga.
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Phil Gledhill enjoying his late afternoon flight in the IS-28.

Monday 17th April 2006 - We flew the IS-28, Blanik,
Libelle and Pilatus and launched several visiting
gliders. Light winds and stable conditions with weak
thermals made for difficult soaring conditions. Total
glider flight time was 8h 10m from 30 flights. Max
soaring height was 6,000 ft.
Sunday 16th April 2006 - We flew the IS-28, Blanik,
Libelle and Pilatus and launched several visiting
gliders. Light winds and stable conditions with weak
thermals made for difficult soaring conditions. Total
glider flight time was 8h 56m from 25 flights. Max
soaring height was 6,000 ft.
Saturday 15th April 2006 - We flew the IS-28,
Blanik, Libelle and Pilatus and launched several
visiting gliders. Unstable air with rain squalls enabled
some good soaring flights. Total glider flight time was
8h 16m from 12 flights. Max soaring height was
6,000 ft.
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Thursday 13th April 2006 - MBd, GM, and MP
rigged and flew the Blanik late in the day. MBd and
GM used a late thermal to soar for 40 min. Total
glider flight time was 54m from 3 flights. Max soaring
height was 3,500 ft.
_____________________________________________________

MBGC Current Fees and Charges
Member
Assoc
GFA
Full
Social
Category
-iate
Visitor
Debenture
$500
$250
Nil
Nil
Joining Fee
$100
$50
Nil
Nil
Annual Fee
$100
$50
$25
Nil
Winch Launch
$10
$13
$13 1
$15
IS-28 Flt Fee
$0.40 $0.50
$0.50 2
$0.60
Per Minute
1
5 launches per annum only - $15 per launch after 5.
2
2 hours per annum only - $0.60/min after 2 hours.
For MBGC members, flight time charges cease for
flight time beyond two hours.
TIF fees are $100 for winch launch and $150 for
Aerotow launch for up to 30 min flight.
GFA membership fees
Annual
Family Annual

$176
$140

Three Month
Three day

nothing like a bunch of like-minded folks yarning
about their day's flying over a beer or two at the club
bar.
For many years before I learned gliding, I competed
in hang-gliding, so a progression to gliding
competition was pretty much inevitable. Most of the
skills I learned in hang-gliding transferred readily to
gliding. Meteorology, reading the sky, location of
thermal triggers, and competition tactics were all skills
I had learned before. The tasks were bigger, and the
speeds a lot faster, and I had to learn to be much
more selective about which thermals to accept. But
by and large my hang-gliding experience was a huge
benefit to me when I moved across.

$60
$10

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Tail End
PERFORMANCE AIRSPEEDS FOR SOARING
Glide performance is highly dependent on the speed
the glider flies, and knowledge of the variation of sink
rate with speed is important for any glider pilot from
novice to experienced pilot. For an interesting and
informative discussion of the effect of speed on sink
rate go to http://home.att.net/~jdburch/polar.htm

Team Flying at the 2006 Club Class
Nationals
By Allan Barnes.
Ever fancied competition gliding? It may not be
everyone's cup of tea, but to me it is one of the most
exciting aspects of the sport!
Since taking up gliding in 2002, competition flying has
been by far the most important factor in improving my
flying standard. I find it gives a totally new focus to
your flying - you are now thinking of how to achieve
things you would definitely not have attempted
outside a competition environment. I'm not talking
about putting yourself in danger, or ignoring any of
the rules of the air or good flying practice - these
things are just as important, if not more so, when in a
competition environment.
The fact that everyone else is 'going for it' as well
makes it much easier to head off on a task that you
might have thought impossible on your own - not only
do the others provide great thermal markers - the fact
that they are out there in front of you is a great boost
to the confidence!
Above all though, competitions are fun! There's
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Alan and his LS-1 on the grid.

I bought my LS1-f last spring, and given that it is not
exactly a hot ship by today's standards, the Club
Class Nationals seemed the obvious choice for my
first Australian comp. The fact that they were to be
held at Benalla, just 90 minutes away from home,
was an added bonus.
The handicap on my glider meant that in theory I had
just as much chance of winning as anyone else! Only
the pilot skills should make the difference. There is
endless debate about which gliders have too much or
too little handicap, but in reality, it all depends on the
day. A great day with 10kt climbs and 500km tasks
generally advantages the hot ships, since they can
complete the task in the best part of the day. A weak,
scratchy day that deteriorates at a particular part of
the task can put everyone on the deck in the same
area. On those days, the low-performance gliders
romp up the scoresheet.

The take-off grid under a promising sky.

In the last few years, Assigned Area Tasks (AATs)
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have been used more and more to try to eliminate
those kinds of discrepancy. The 2006 Club Class
flew nothing else.
The idea of an AAT is that you are scored primarily
on your speed, not your distance. Your speed is
modified by your glider handicap so that everyone is
on a level playing field. The task has a target time,
typically 3 hours or so. Each pilot flies as far as they
can, within the areas described in the task, and aims
to get back no earlier than the target time. So all
pilots are flying for the same length of time, and can
all choose what they think is the best part of the day,
but the hot ships will have to fly a lot further to avoid
getting home early. Pilots who get home early are
scored as if they had taken the full 3 hours (or
whatever) to complete the task. Even arriving home
a few minutes early can seriously reduce your overall
speed. Of course if you land out, you get no speed
points, and your distance points will always put you
lower in the ranking than even the slowest finisher.
So back to the Benalla Nationals. The dates were
from 16-27 January, with one practice day. So we
had a maximum of 11 competition days. I could
hardly wait! Organisation is crucial with any comp,
especially a Nationals, and the Benalla comp was
outstanding. Cool-headed comp director Colin Turner
provided a hefty measure of experience in the role
and managed to make all the right logistic calls
without upsetting anyone (unduly!). At the other end
of the spectrum, GCV Club President John Switala
acted as MC and ensured that every morning briefing
had its fair share of embarrassment and hilarity some poor soul would end up wearing the 'dunce's
hat' , often for the most minor of indiscretions.
One of the items on the agenda of the first pilots'
briefing was Team Flying. Team flying does not
affect the way scores are calculated - it is purely a
decision on whether co-operative flying is permitted
amongst competitors. In Australia we have the odd
situation where Team Flying is by default prohibited in
Multi-class Nationals, but allowed in Club-class
Nationals. Each competition may decide to override
this rule by a majority vote of competition pilots. So
we were given the choice. By a very narrow margin,
team flying was voted in. My own vote was for team
flying, because I had done a lot of it in Hang Gliding
comps and was aware how much it can improve your
speed over a course. All I lacked was a team!
After the meeting I started asking around for
prospective team-mates. Everyone seemed to be
either unwilling to team-fly, or already set up with a
team. Nobody wanted to fly with this unknown pilot
entering their first Aussie comp! Eventually I found
someone willing to take the gamble - Rolf Buelter,
flying a PIK-20B. In fact Rolf had voted against team
flying, but given the result of the vote he was
prepared to give it a go to avoid flying on his own.
We decided to try tight team-flying, meaning that the
aim is to stay within a few wingspans of each other at
all times during the task. Rolf's PIK-20 was a better
performer than the LS1, so I would have to really
concentrate to keep up.
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Rolf Buelter at the wing tip of his PIK.

The first day saw a 4 hour task, with assigned areas
centered on Deniliquin and Rand. Just clipping each
area would produce a 225km flight, whilst flying to the
far side of each area would make a massive 610km.
Each day, start groups were randomly allocated to
pilots. Each group had the choice of three start
points - one in the east, one in the south, and one in
the west. This was designed to lessen the
effectiveness of team flying, but fortunately, Rolf and I
both ended up in the same group.
We both towed out together so that our launches
would be consecutive and it would be easier to get
together for the start. This worked well, and we were
soon flying together waiting for the start gate to open.
We agreed our start time and headed off on course, a
few wingspans apart. It was great having a second
pair of eyes seeking out thermal markers ahead, and
a second opinion for decisions. We found we had
very much the same flying style, and in fact flew the
entire course never separated by more than about
1km. Rolf finished 2 minutes faster than me, but the
difference in the handicaps cost him 9 places and 100
points - I placed a very pleasing 4th and Rolf 13th. It
was becoming clear that team flying does not benefit
both pilots equally unless they are flying at the same
handicap!
Rolf was happy to persevere with the team flying on a
day-by-day basis - after all, 13th was not exactly a
disaster and he felt we had both gained from the
cooperation. Each day though followed very much
the same pattern - we would fly almost the same
course and yet Rolf would be penalised due to his
handicap. We tried various tactics to try and
compensate - Rolf would fly on a bit further at the
turns and then try to catch me up on the next leg.
That helped a bit, but our flying effectiveness was
reduced during the time we spent apart at the
corners.
Things finally came to a head on day 4. We both had
a great flight and the team flying worked well, as it
had each day. I knew we had both done well, but
was totally unprepared when I discovered that I had
won the day! Rolf had been 3 minutes faster than me
over 250km but after handicapping this had got him
only 6th place on the day. Although delighted for me,
it was clear that he also felt that I was getting a larger
slice of the team-flying pie and I had to agree with
him. I was startled when Rolf told me that he had
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often during the last few days being pulling flaps in
order to degrade his performance to match mine. We
decided to carry on team flying but to fly more
loosely, relaying information back and forth but not
trying to stay together.
Everyone is different, but I found the new style of
team flying a lot less effective. During the remainder
of the comp I slipped from 4th to 11th overall, while
Rolf moved up from 14th to 13th. This suggests that
we had both been benefiting - in my case the overalls
make it quite clear. In Rolf's case, his performance
while flying alone with correct flap settings was not
significantly better than team-flying with flaps pulled!
I thoroughly enjoyed the experience of team flying at
the Nationals - but it is important that both pilots are
fully committed to helping the other at all times. It is
also very important to have compatible gliders - even
a couple of points difference in the handicaps can
make it unfair for the pilot in the better performing
glider.

Phil Glasson, MBGC, and Bill Johnston of Geelong Gliding Club.

Roll on the 2007 Nationals!

Easter Picture Round-up

Kitty and Mart waiting for a late afternoon Blanik launch.

John Buchanan of Geelong Gliding Club
enjoying his favourite beverage.
Jim Barton of GCV and Susie Cohn.

Kitty Vigo, Peter Deane and Dustin Forke and Susie Cohn at
Operations Control Centre.
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The IS-28 at the end of the rainbow.
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Michael Sommer’s flight track and altitude graph for the flight he and Mark Bland did
to near Mt Kosciusko on 24th April.
These plots were derived from the online igc file plotter at http://pc12-c714.uibk.ac.at/~jkrueger/olcplot.php .
IGC files are files with a specific format derived from track downloads from GPS receivers and loggers.
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