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MBGC President’s Report
Hello to all the Mt Beauty
Gliding Club members and
readers of our newsletter.
We had a very successful
Easter period at the club,
with a hive of activity. We
had pilots and gliders from
both Melbourne Gliding
Club and Gliding Club of Victoria at Benalla come over
and share our beautiful terrain. This with an
extraordinary amount of AEF’s and family friends
going up, made for an extremely busy time.
Luckily, we had a fantastic number of volunteers chip
in and make for smooth operations. It was great to
see extra people who weren’t rostered on, come
down and lend a hand anyway. This made everyone’s
job that little bit easier.

long, there were four gliders in the gaggle again and I
went in search of my own space.
By the time I landed, I was mentally exhausted but
satisfied that I performed well under these
conditions.
It was a joy to have these visiting pilots and gliders
come over to our part of the world. They weren’t the
only ones experiencing new stuff and pushing their
comfort zones.
Visitors are always welcome to our club.
Cheers,
Atila Kerestes
PRESIDENT
_______________________________________________

CFI report

A busy Easter followed by
I was lucky enough to go for one flight on Easter
a few days away with our
Monday. I say I was lucky because I experienced
NZ visitor, Frank Saxton,
something that I don’t get to do often. The busy sky
to Mt Kosciusko and
Canberra and there's not
created many occasions where I found myself flying in
much time to do anything
a gaggle of 4 gliders all at similar altitudes. It was
these days. Gliding email
traffic continues to grow
great experience for me and an opportunity to
and also continues to
practice something out side of my comfort zone.
absorb enormous amounts
There were times where it pushed my limit and I
of time.
decided to soar off for a breather only to start
How did anyone ever have time to have a full time job?
thermalling and have more gliders join me. Before
What am I saying I have one!
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Anyone present over Easter would have noticed there
were very few cable breaks. This is a normally a result
of competent winch driving and piloting skills working
together. When we have a visiting pilot or a lesser
experienced winch driver combination then there is a
much higher likely hood of a snag or break.
The life of our wire varies from about three to six
months depending on how its treated. Have you ever
wondered how our winch wire gets replaced? It's one
of those tasks that just seems to happen.
The club recently purchased another 250kg of range 2
spring steel 3.15mm wire from "National Springs" in
Melbourne. This gives enough wire for almost 4
runway lengths from winch to launch point. Currently
we are purchasing wire about every 12 to 18 months
($1200) so roughly about $1 per launch.
As you know when we have a cable break the method
our club uses to repair it is a figure eight knot. All
winch drivers should be competent at doing these.
Some clubs do reef knots or swages but Figure 8's
work best for us. When the cable is towed back to the
launch point the knots drag along the ground and
slowly wear down and get weaker. Experience has
shown that about every 40 launches the knots should
be retied to minimise the risk of them breaking on
launch. This is another job that magically gets done
every few weeks.
As we get more and more knots in the wire a decision
has to be made about replacing the wire. My criteria
for this is about ten knots. This seems manageable.
More than ten and it takes too long. Any less and its
wasting money.

As I've been disposing of the club winch wire at the tip
today I thought you might be interested in what keeps
our winch going. Maybe it's why many clubs use aerotow. But at least we can do it ourselves and not rely
on expensive maintenance costs!
MARK BLAND – CFI
_______________________________________________

Airworthiness and Maintenance
From Terry Knight
Connecting your stick to
your control surfaces.
The L'Hotellier brand of
disconnectable ball and
socket couplings is
commonly used to join the
control column and its
attached control rods in the
fuselage, with the variable control surfaces in the
wings. Wear of the lock plate can cause these to
disconnect in flight, and incorrect assembly is not
uncommon.
Typically, disconnection occurs if the release
mechanism was not fully engaged during assembly
and/or worked loose during flight. Four general
methods of preventing this are in use. They consist of
safety pins or clips, Fig 2 and 2a; LS-safety sleeve, Fig
3; Schempp-Hirth spring, Fig 4, and the Wedekind
locking system Fig 5. (Sectional view showing the
spring load).

Think about how to replace 1500 meters of wire?
Complete job is about 3 to 4 hours work for two
people. The hardest part is getting rid of the old wire.
There are various techniques from using an old Telstra
reel to using a fencing spindle, or more recently
winding it up on some prongs temporally plugged into
the side of the winch drum. All methods have pros
and cons and the only way to understand is to try and
do it. The new wire then needs to be carefully laid out
with the aid of a turntable that was made for the
purpose years ago.
A new wire can last for months or a few launches
before it acquires a first knot. The biggest threat is a
back release under load at the top of a launch. The
Hornet is prone to this but it’s normally because the
power hasn’t been reduced early enough. If the
drogue doesn't open or the swivel knot breaks then all
the wire falls down with no load and this is really
devastating for the wire. It will get lots of kinks and
loops and stress. Dealing with a cable mess like this
also requires some patience and skill and ideally some
experienced helpers.
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The drawing of the Wedekind-Sicherung safety sleeve
(3) above is the most important for us. It is important to
have a strong spring resistance, and a smooth sliding
action of the sleeve without any gritty or jerky feel that
could indicate a burr or dirt. The sleeve should move
smoothly and capture the top of the locking plate.
These photos make it clear how the connector works
and should make it easier to operate it safely by touch:

All are designed to prevent the lock plate from sliding
to the unlocked position and releasing the coupling. All
require careful assembly and then re-checking (two
qualified people) after every rigging and inspection.
This requires a good visual knowledge of the
mechanism and the ability to relate that to hand feel,
because the connector cannot be seen when it's being
manipulated. If you are asked to check one of these
connectors and are not absolutely certain about any
aspect, do not proceed.
Three types in common use can be retrofitted as
follows:
These Notes do not instruct you about how and when
to check the fittings. Read the relevant Aircraft Manual
and also seek a practical Tutorial from a Form 2
Inspector. It is possible that an incorrectly fitted
connector will be apparently secure. It is essential that
the ball is fully inserted, the locking plate is fully seated
with the pin hole visible, the sleeve completely pushed
over the lock plate and the wedge slid into the slot in
the sleeve; and finally to make a strong effort to pull
the socket off the ball.
The last and best of these is the type used in our ASK
21 and is supplied as original equipment.
The following drawing should help your understanding
of (1) above:

Some of these illustrations have been taken from
manufacturers and other literature and their Copyright
is acknowledged.
Winter driving on the airfield. Please avoid speed
and mud whenever possible. Loss of control is easy,
and the mud has to be cleaned off the underbelly at
some stage. Do remember that we use the same
driver qualifications and age restrictions as you would
on the road.

TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

The type using a pin, wire or clip through a hole drilled
in the locking plate is shown. This prevents the lock
plate from moving downwards (in the drawing). Care
must be used to ensure the clip does not pass through
the lock plate gap at the bottom.
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Blasts from the Past

And now here are some Pics from 2005

First of all Detlev has dug up some old family pictures
and has shared them with us.

Manfred Rueff, Mark Bland and Mark Simpson with the IS-28 at
th
Porpunkah 5 March 2005. Pic – Ian Cohn
No 1. Our first boat, built by Manfred Rueff. Pictured is Detlev Rueff
in his trendy swimming togs. Manfred driving, Mum beside him, and
no sure who the other person is. Pic taken some time in 1966/1967,
on the Mt Beauty Lake.

Winch maintenance April 2005. Pic – Ian Cohn

No 2. Manfred’s home built GyroCopter, Pic taken around 1963/64.
After an incident, mum banned him from flying the Gyrocopter so he
built the boat instead.

Dismembered Blanik June 2005.
What drug were they on?
Pic – Anonymous

No 3. Manfred, Duty pilot at launch point. Not sure when this pic
was taken.

No 4. Manfred’s first car. A Holden FX or FG. Note the people in
the car, that's me looking worried. Pic taken around 1960/61.
From Detlev Rueff

What is wrong with this picture of our IS-28
on the August 1999 cover of “Soaring”?

Page 4

Alpine Flyer April 2017

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
During our recent, always rewarding, conversation
which included such things as the weather, our
present government and whether we are doomed. and
impressed as I was by the quality of the political views
expressed, I promised that a rude letter would follow.
But on reflection I realise that there are bigger issues
at hand. You also mentioned the difficulty of getting
content for our magazine, the widely renowned Alpine
Flyer.
Mr Editor, I feel your pain, but I urge you not to
succumb to the despair that you must understandably
conceal in your breast.
Having been a member, albeit marginal, for some
years now, and having been around many clubs, I
believe that the Mount Beauty Club is one of the most
successful clubs in the country and I love being even a
minor part of it.
Mount Beauty certainly punches above its weight, as
the OLC standings attest. Club spirit and member
participation is second to none.
Certainly a lot of this is due to the example, the
enthusiasm and leadership of a key number of people
in the club (including, of course, yourself, hem, hem).
Nevertheless, the Alpine Flyer is in its own right a
beacon, and in my view makes a significant addition to
the chemistry.
I urge you to keep up the priceless good work of
editorship, and promise that we will all make our
contribution.
All the best,
Paul Mander.
__________________________________________

April Pictures from Detlev Rueff
Including pics from the Porpunkah visit on the 2nd of
April
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Winch Driver Tally
Thanks to Greg Wilson for compiling these statistics.
Winch Launches to 28 April 2017
Winch Launches only.
Detlev Rueff
Greg Wilson
Mark Bland
Al Dickie
Andrew Evans
Richard Grohmann
Atila Kerestes
Reuben Lane
Olli Barthelmes
Terry Knight
Ian Cohn
Mike Pobjoy
Graham Lovett
Carrick Gill-Vallance
Bernie O'Donnell
Mike Parkinson
Gary Mason
Brendon Lovell
Brendan Judd
Peter Demeo

January 2017
February 2017
March 2017
April 2017

Total

579
188
106
95
45
31
25
23
13
10
9
7
5
5
4
4
3
2
2
1
1

218
148
103
110

Tony Seba's Clean Disruption Keynote presentation at
the Swedbank Nordic Energy Summit in Oslo, Norway,
March 17th, 2016.
The keynote, based on the book 'Clean Disruption of
Energy and Transportation' assert that four technology
categories will disrupt energy and transportation by:
1- Batteries / Energy Storage
2-

Electric Vehicles

3-

Self-Driving Vehicles

Youtube Video Review

4-

Solar Energy

How fast do things change?
Looking at the Future
The editor came across this interesting Youtube Video
last month. It is a striking discussion about the likely
rapid changes that will happen in the next decades.
Particularly striking is the opening sequence showing
how rapidly the car displaced the horse and buggy
during the early 1900s.
The first picture shows a New York street in 1900
showing about a thousand horses and one car. The
next picture of the same street in 1913 shows about a
thousand cars and one horse.
The author predicts similar disruptions will occur as
electric cars displace fossil fuel powered cars over the
next few decades.
Fifteen years ago did you own a mobile phone?

The outcome of the Clean Disruption is that by
2030
• All new vehicles will be electric.
• All new vehicles will be autonomous (selfdriving).
• Oil will be obsolete
• Coal, natural gas and nuclear will be obsolete
• 80+ per cent of parking spaces will be obsolete.
• Individual car ownership will be obsolete.
• All new energy will be provided by solar (and
wind)

__________________________________________

Clean Disruption is a technology disruption. Just
like digital cameras disrupted film and the web
disrupted publishing, Clean Disruption is
inevitable and it will be swift.
Why Energy & Transportation will be Obsolete
by 2030
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kxryv2XrnqM
More info at: http://tonyseba.com
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Internet Links
How to Make a Spaceship
From Nick Cohn
I've just finished listening to the audio book version of
"How to Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an
Epic Race and the Birth of Private Space Flight".
Even though I found the way it jumps around in time
for the first third of the book a bit annoying, it is of
course a great story about how the X prize was
conceived and won. I highly recommend it to you as
a read. See
https://www.amazon.com.au/Make-Spaceshiprenegades-birth-private-space-flight/dp/B01F4MZA4E/
Electric Aircraft
Electro Flight Electric Aircraft
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe1g1JrRRkY
Siemens Electric Aircraft
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiu8TFnXYFY

.
_________________________________________

For Sale
PILATUS B4 GLIDER VH-GCD

Pipistrel Electric Aircraft
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiADDbeFanU

___________________________________________

Humour

Currently airworthy with 40 yearly inspection
completed in September 2015.
Open trailer.
Rated for aerobatics.
Price $6,000 ono
Contact Andrew:
E: skyfox49@gmail.com
M: 0409 277 328
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Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing resources. Don’t just turn up on the day expecting
to receive instruction without prior notification. If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty Pilot on
your rostered day, it is up to you to arrange a replacement and notify CFI Mark Bland and Peter
Deane.
Secretary Peter Deane (0418 591 351, peter@deane.net.au) is now the roster coordinator.
Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland
Ian Cohn
Andrew Evans
Mike Parkinson
Mike Pobjoy
Bernie O’Donnell
Day
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun

Date
6/05/2017
7/05/2017
13/05/2017
14/05/2017
20/05/2017
21/05/2017
27/05/2017
28/05/2017
3/06/2017
4/06/2017
10/06/2017
11/06/2017
17/06/2017
18/06/2017
24/06/2017
25/06/2017
1/07/2017
2/07/2017
8/07/2017
9/07/2017
15/07/2017
16/07/2017
22/07/2017
23/07/2017
29/07/2017
30/07/2027

0417 565 514
0408 379 939
0409 277 328
0413 736 145
0402 075 131
0431 529 633

Duty Instructor
Other Instructor
Instructor not available
Instructor not available
Bland
Parkinson
Demeo
Cohn
Instructor not available
Evans
O'Donnell
Bland
O'Donnell
Bland
O'Donnell
Demeo
Bland
Evans
Bland
Instructor not available
Cohn
Bland
Bland
Pobjoy
Demeo
Bland
Evans
Bland
O'Donnell
Bland
Cohn

Duty Pilot
Coutts
Grohmann
Robertson
Dealy
Deane
Wilson
Murphy
Bradbury
Hochwimmer
Gill-Vallance
Robertson
Grohmann
Rueff
Moig
Murphy
Deane
Wilson
Dealy
Hochwimmer
Gill-Vallance
Robertson
Grohmann
Rueff
Moig
Deane
Deane

Please be available for the daily briefing which occurs at 10:30.

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC Code 1060
when you purchase items from Foodworks.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
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