Alpine Flyer January 2017

Alpine Flyer
Mt Beauty Gliding Club Inc
“The friendly club”
January 2017
Website: www.mtbeautygliding.com
Email: skyfox49@gmail.com
President - Andrew Evans
Vice President - Carrick Gill-Vallance
Secretary - Mike Parkinson
CFI - Mark Bland
TO Ops / Airworthiness / Radio - Terry Knight
Treasurer - Dave Ross
Alpine Flyer Editor - Andrew Evans

In this Edition
MBGC President’s Report .................................... 1
CFI report ............................................................. 1
Terry’s maintenance report ................................. 2
Committee meeting ............................................. 3
Steve Bekker flying high ....................................... 3
Reuben returns .................................................... 4
New Junior members ........................................... 5
ADFA trainees learn to glide at Mt Beauty .......... 5
Carrick takes Del for a flight ................................. 5
Strategic Plan ....................................................... 5
Interesting Internet links...................................... 6
Upcoming events ................................................. 6
Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster.............................. 6
Winch driver tally ................................................. 7
For sale classifieds................................................ 7
Aviation humour .................................................. 8
A word from our sponsors ................................... 8
The Editors Final Word......................................... 8

MBGC President’s Report
This is my Swan Song final
edition of “Alpine Flyer” after
producing 60 monthly editions.
Thanks to all the contributors
of articles and photos over
that period, especially Mark
Bland and Terry Knight for
their regular columns.
Thanks also to Detlev Rueff for his fantastic,
professional quality, gliding theme photos.

I hope these major contributors and all the other
contributors have made this publication interesting
for readers.
Thank you to my replacement Editor Ian Cohn who
has kindly agreed to take over this role.
Don’t forget our Annual General Meeting is being
conducted on Sunday 5th February 2017
commencing at 9.00am at Ian and Susie Cohn’s
residence at 135 Simmonds Creek Road Tawonga
South.
As previously advised this will be my last AGM as
President as I have provided advance notice to the
Committee that I will not be standing for this
position again after serving 11 years as President
with a gap from 2007 to 2010.
My plan is to become a part time grey nomad but
don’t tell my wife Kerrie that the planned nomad
route might just pass by some gliding clubs along
the way!
Safe flying.
Good night and good luck.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR

CFI report
Happy New Year, (albeit
a bit late). Firstly as this is
Andrew’s last “Alpine Flyer”
edition as Editor and
President I would sincerely
like to personally thank him
for an amazing job he’s
done for countless years.

Page 1

Alpine Flyer January 2017

I’m sure there would be few clubs with as a
comprehensive and colourful newsletter as ours
and produced 12 times a year!

Some clubs won’t allow you to fly if you don’t
attend as this is where important safety points and
reminders are often reinforced.

Reluctantly stepping down as President at our
coming AGM is also going to have a massive
impact on our management team.

If you arrive late the instructor is often already
flying or busy. We often start the day with a few
members and then out of the blue we suddenly get
an influx of latecomers or visitors who don’t know
what’s going on, so always make sure you
communicate your intentions to fly, the day
before preferably.

The superb impartial leadership and professional
administration he has provided, above and beyond
what’s expected, has contributed massively to our
club’s growth and success. Thanks Andrew.
Although the recent busy holiday season is now
finally easing down ( I’ve flown on 30 out of the last
36 days!), several incidents have highlighted the
need to constantly review our procedures and
ensure we are not only fit to fly but also crew and
operate around the field.
Although Mt Beauty Airfield may seem like a
sleepy hollow at times it is often a very busy place
and the moment we come through the gate we
need to engage our brain into aviation mode and
remember the old “SA” (Situational Awareness).
Please familiarize yourselves with this ops safety
bulletin:
http://www.doc.glidingaustralia.org/index.php?optio
n=com_docman&view=download&alias=1385-osb02-06-1-airspace-clear-forlaunch&category_slug=operational-safetybulletins&Itemid=101
How often after a morning of zero activity just as
the first launch is about to commence does the
radio suddenly indicate the arrival of an inbound
aircraft?
It’s uncanny (Murphy’s Law) how often this
happens.
Once I was flying to Corryong and as soon as I
gave an inbound call there was another aircraft
doing the same. We were the only two all day.
When it’s quiet it’s very easy to be complacent and
when we’re all relaxing it’s generally the one time
when we need to be alert.
We share our field with powered aircraft and
modellers as well as occasional hang gliders and
paragliders who often do things differently.
When moving around the field, either in a vehicle
or on foot or bike, stay away from the runway
unless necessary.
KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN.
We sometimes struggle to get everyone at
MORNING BRIEF because we’ve always
maintained a relaxed attitude to arrival times of
distant members etc.

It’s very important that the DUTY PILOT or deputy
ensure visitors and new members understand the
dangers of the launch point and are escorted
accordingly.
Part of learning to fly is learning how to crew and
despatch and recover aircraft. Even running the
wing can be a hazardous procedure if not done
correctly.
MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
January has been an
exciting time for our Club,
with a lot of flying and
routine
maintenance
completed, including two
Form 2 inspections. Brake
systems
have
been
rejuvenated and the club
winch received some
routine maintenance.
New mechanical bits were fitted plus a new VHF
aerial plug.
To reduce the flexing and tension damage
inevitably caused to the VHF handheld's external
aerial connection, a simple drop-in cradle has
been fashioned and fixed to the top of the dash
panel.
Use it, and plug in the external antenna; the
performance improvement gained by the external
winch antenna compared with the handheld's
rubber ducky type is dramatic.
Remember that the significant values of this VHF
radio are being able to hear an inbound aircraft's
broadcast even though you may not have seen it,
and to broadcast your intentions.
Talking about seeing, the way we visually search
the sky for an aircraft dictates what we will see - if
anything. We will see a moving object long before
a stationary one.
It follows that if we move our gaze we may miss
something that is tracking at the rate we are
scanning. We do need to pick a few points in the
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sky to fix on. This helps avoid missing an object
located in the blind retinal spot we all have.
Members will be pleased to know that the
rainwater collection tank and distribution system is
complete. This is providing lashings of clean fresh
rainwater to make washing down our aircraft
easier and better.
Sponges and leathers can be rinsed clean in one
bucket and another bucket used for final clean
rinse. With care it will ensure that grit free wiping
of critical surfaces is much easier.
System Description: A pump and power switch
is located at the centre point of the inside Eastern
wall of the hangar.
The 3000l tank and shut off valve is on the
outside at that position. An ordinary garden tap is
located on each end wall just inside the sliding
hangar doors.

The modules do not detect the type of battery.
They will charge to the instructions programmed
on the screen and detect the battery charge state
automatically. I have noted a very unhappy 12 volt
6 cell battery that the module was desperately
trying to charge to 14 volts as if it were a 7 cell
battery. Impossible to do.
Conclusion: Read the screen. If it is wrong,
change it. If you don't know how, ask someone
who can, or do not use that module. Whatever,
please do not push buttons randomly.
Thank you on behalf of all our Club batteries.
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Committee meeting

Electric power to the pump is provided via a
"cigarette lighter" plug which is normally left
plugged in at all times. Leave this in place, but in
the event of a fault, feel free to pull the plug.
Operation: The pump is fitted with an automatic
pressure switch. No action is needed by the
operator. The system is battery powered from our
solar station, and critically, a pneumatically
operated time switch with a white button is fitted
above the pump.
To prepare for automatic water flow, switch on
the power. Press the white button gently all
the way in. You will now have about 15
minutes of powered pumping available "on
tap".
If water supply stops before you do, press the
switch again, etc.
The purpose of this switch is to prevent our
battery being exhausted in the event of a
plumbing leak or fault which would otherwise
cause continuous pumping.
Just one reminder:

Committee members at the meeting on 15th Jan 2017.
L to R: Mike Parkinson, Carrick Gill-Vallance, Andrew
Evans, Steve Bradbury, Ian Cohn, Terry Knight, Mark
Bland. Missing, Dave Ross.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Steve Bekker flying high
MBGC member, RAAF squadron Leader and test
pilot Steve Bekker was taken to the limit by the US
Navy's test pilot school last year.
HE had the time of his life at the course, and in the
process would have become the envy of many
pilots - but it was no easy ride.

The solar battery charge modules' screens must
read correctly before starting a battery charge. It
is quite possible that someone else has pushed
buttons that result in wrong readings, (incorrect
programming) and left it to the next user to detect
this.

Here is his story as related by Andrew Stackpool:

CORRECT reading is Pb, 1.0A, 12V, 6P. All
these parameters MUST be in place.

He joined 35 students from the US Finland, Israel
and Italy for the intensive 48 week course, which
prepares students to meet the requirements of
flight test, research and evaluation activities by US
and foreign air forces.

This means a maximum current of 1 amp will be
fed to a nominal 12 volt 6 cell lead acid battery.
That is what we want.

SQNLDR Steve Bekker of the Aircraft Research
and Development Unit (ARDU), attended the US
Naval Test Pilot School course at Naval Air Station
in Patuxent River, Maryland.

At the time of selection to the highly competitive
course, SQNLDR Bekker was the Chief Flying
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Instructor at Central Flying School, RAAF Base
East Sale, with extensive experience on the C-47
Dakota, C-130E Hercules and CT4 and PC-9
aircraft.

He said the best flying experience was his end-ofcourse capstone project, which involved a full
evaluation of an aircraft of choice, using all the
knowledge and techniques he had acquired.
He was selected to fly the Lockheed U-2 highaltitude strategic reconnaissance aircraft. "This
was a unique and fascinating aircraft." he said.
"Because of the high altitudes at which this aircraft
operated (more than 70,000 feet), a space suit was
worn in case of depressurisation and this
complicated even simple tasks as movement and
the field of view were very restricted.

Steve Bekker in a space suit for his flight in a Lockheed
U-2 high-altitude strategic reconnaissance aircraft

He said course highlights included departure
testing of the F/A-18F Super Hornet, supersonic
stability and control testing of the T-38C
supersonic training aircraft, flying qualities
evaluation of the MiG-I5 jet fighter, air-to-ground
weapons deliveries in the F-16 Falcon jet, and an
advanced flight controls evaluation of the F-35
Joint Strike Fighter simulator.
"The F-35 is a real game changer, not only in
terms of capability but also with respect to the
types of skills we need to train our pilots for,
SQNLDR Bekker said.
"There were also those flying experiences you just
won't forget, like landing a twin-engine flying boat
above the Hoover Dam, soaring a highperformance glider in a thermal with eagles, or
flying a WWII bomber."
The course involved intensive theory and
classroom work, ranging from statistics and
calculus to aerodynamics and propulsion systems,
which was then put into the practical environment.
"We flew helicopters, gliders, single and multiengine aircraft, old piston engine trainers and fast
jets," SQNLDR Bekker said.

"When it was designed in 1955, the U-2's handling
qualities were compromised to minimise weight
and maximise performance.
"The space suit and poor handling of the U-2
made it so difficult to land that a chase vehicle
followed the aircraft along the runway, calling
aircraft height and alignment over the radio.
"SQNLDR Bekker returned to ARDU in January
after an "amazing year".
"The professional contacts and life-long friendships
will remain the ultimate highlight," he said. "I look
forward to ensuring that ADF personnel operate
the safest, most efficient platforms and equipment
possible.
ARDU CO WGCDR Ross Bender said SQNLDR
Bekker's results were outstanding. "He achieved
the highest academic and flying results for the
course as well receiving the prize for the best end
of course thesis:” WGCDR Bender said.
ANDREW STACKPOOL.

Reuben returns
Former junior member Reuben Lane returned to
enjoy a 5 hour flight in Hornet-GMK on
6th January.

In total, we flew 18 different aircraft types and four
different simulators over the duration of the course.
He said despite its intensity, the course began in
true Navy fashion, with the US Navy's swim test.
This involved the students spending seven hours
in the pool using every type of safety equipment
that they could expect to be fitted with during the
course.
"We were dropped from platforms, dragged by
overhead wires, turned upside down in mock
cockpits, and then finished by having to swim two
laps in flying suit and steel-capped boots, followed
by five minutes of treading water," he said.

Reuben Lane returns to fly Hornet-GMK.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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New Junior members

Carrick takes Del for a flight

We are very excited to have three new junior
members who have joined in January 2017.
A special welcome to Noah Tanzen, Ben
Plummer and Connor Raw.
It is heartening to see a resumption of junior
training after our last bunch of six juniors all grew
up and flew the coop for the bright city lights.

Carrick Gill-Vallance took Del Seymour for a flight in
ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

New junior member Noah Tanzen flies to Cootamundra
with John Hillard in his Mooney.
Photo: Mark Bland

ADFA trainees learn to glide at
Mt Beauty
James O’Donahue and Patryk Wuys from
Australian Defence Force Academy Canberra
were provided with a one week intensive training
course by MBGC in January.

Chivalrous James O’Donahue and Patryk Wuys of
ADFA shelter Carrick Gill-Vallance and Del Seymour
before their flight in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detelv Rueff

Both soloed before the week was out.

Strategic Plan

Thanks to Mark Bland for organising our first one
week intensive course and to everyone who
assisted.

The MBGC Committee approved the Operational
Plan component of our new Strategic Plan at its
meeting on 15th January.
The Plan was finalised after Club members were
invited to attend two Strategic Planning
workshops facilitated by MBGC member Kathie
Heyman, who is an experienced corporate
planning consultant.
A first draft of a 4 year Asset Acquisition Plan to
schedule recommended major asset purchases
and any other major expenses has also been
prepared, based on the voted priorities identified
by the workshop participants.

Patryk Wuys and James O’Donahue from ADFA
Canberra.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

The Asset Acquisition Plan will be finalised by the
incoming Committee for 2017.
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Interesting Internet links
Launch and recovery procedures and flight
manoeuvres
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbook
s_manuals/aircraft/glider_handbook/media/gfh_ch
07.pdf
Handling gliders safely
http://www.sac.ca/index.php/fr/documents/safetyand-training/resources-for-new-pilots/418handling-gliders-safely/file
Ground towing and handing

prior arrangements are made with the Duty
Instructor.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Secretary Mike
Parkinson know who you have swapped with.
Contact Mike at mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au or
0413 736 145. All members intending to fly are
requested to be at the airfield no later than
10.30am to attend the daily briefing.
Duty Instructor Roster
Updated 23rd Dec 2016

http://gliding.co.nz/wpcontent/uploads/2016/05/006-Ground-Towing-andHandling.pdf
FA-8 Super Hornet fly-by of Gold Coast
buildings
http://aviationhumor.net/fa-18-balcony-level-fly-bybetween-buildings/
Windy day take-off
http://aviationhumor.net/windy-day/
Smoothest landing ever?
http://aviationhumor.net/smoothest-landing-ever/
This is how astronauts have fun in space
http://aviationhumor.net/this-is-how-astronautshave-fun-in-space/

Upcoming events
th

4 Feb 2017 - Club BBQ at the Mt Beauty airfield
terminal building
4th to 11th Feb 2017 - Horsham Week competition

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Peter Demeo

0428 264 110
Duty Pilot Roster

See the link below for details:
http://horshamweek.org.au/
5th Feb 2017 - MBGC Annual General Meeting

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements or your
intention to fly club aircraft prior to the weekend to
assist with allocation of resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
All pilots wishing to fly are expected to arrive at
the airfield by approx. 10.00am to assist with
setting up and to attend a daily briefing, unless

MIKE PARKINSON
SECRETARY
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Winch driver tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2017 are shown below:
Detlev Rueff

70

Al Dickie

39

Mark Bland

37

Greg Wilson

22

Atila Kerestes

21

Reuben Lane

13

Richard Grohmann

8

Terry Knight

4

Gary Mason

2

Andrew Evans

1

Ian Cohn

1

Carrick Gill-Vallance

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload? There are three annual
prizes for the most active winch driver’s awarded
at the AGM (just ask Detlev who has sprung into
the lead already in the first month of 2017).

Cirrus-GUV
Photo: Richard Todd

PILATUS B4 GLIDER VH-GCD
Currently airworthy with 40 yearly inspection
completed in September 2015.
Open trailer.
Price $8,000 ono
Contact Andrew:
E: skyfox49@gmail.com

For sale classifieds

M: 0409 277 328

CIRRUS 75 - IUV
Airframe and wings professionally refinished by
Rowe Aviation Services.


No crazing or cracking on the gel coat.



New instrument panel with the following
units:

 Xcom VHF radio with press to talk,





rear speaker and boom mike.
Swiss FLARM.
Tasman V1000 vario.
PDA mount on panel with 20 cm
extension.
Tasman flight pack air data engine coupled to Tasman vario, Swiss flarm,
temperature probe, pitot and static
vents and PDA.

Mike Parkinson enjoyed his first flight in Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Mark Bland

AVIATION & OTHER BOOKS

Price: Make a reasonable offer

I have more flying books than Mark Bland! Both
classical and collectors, just let me know what
you are interested in. PS: Some 11 books are
"Lonely Planet" guides

Contact Richard Todd:

Contact: Mike Pobjoy

E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com

T: 02-60591417

M: 0477 817 220

E: mikepobjoy@yahoo.com.au

 Clam shell trailer with mechanical brakes.
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Aviation humour

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

A word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 20th February 2017.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
Please send your contributions to our incoming
Editor Ian Cohn at scsiac@bigpond.com.

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.

ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR
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