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MBGC President’s Report
40th Anniversary of MBGC
The 40th Anniversary of the
formation of Mt Beauty Gliding
Club was celebrated on 3rd
December in conjunction with
the commencement of Women
in Gliding Week at Mt Beauty.
Thank you to everyone who helped organise our
anniversary dinner.
A short history of the formation of our great Club
is provided in this edition.
Women in Gliding week
Now that the dust has settled after the frenetic
activity of WIG week I want to thank all MBGC
Club members, partners and other supporters who
helped make the week a resounding success.
I will not try to
name everyone
who
helped because I am bound to miss someone, but
I particularly want to thank our CFI Mark Bland for
the enormous amount of time and effort he put into
making sure the event was a success.
This included long hours on the airfield with the
heat and flies each day and then long hours each
night calculating the accounts, and he still
managed
to
retain
his
good
humour!
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Thank you Mark!!
We have received wonderful feedback from the
WIGs about the success of the event and it has
really put us on the national gliding map as a great
place to visit and fly.
So a collective thank you to everyone for a
fantastic job.
See Lisa Trotter’s story and photo spread of the
WIGs having fun at Mt Beauty in this edition.
Committee nominations
All members have been sent an email from our
Secretary Mike Parkinson inviting nominations for
Committee positions for 2017. A ballot for the
positions will be conducted at our AGM on 5th
February if the number of nominations exceeds
the number of available positions.
So put your hand up if you are interested in being
part of the management of our very active Club.
Happy Christmas!
Have a very enjoyable and safe Christmas with
family and friends and I look forward to seeing you
on the airfield at Mt Beauty over the Christmas /
New Year break. Members will be available for
flying from Boxing Day onwards.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR

It really doesn’t matter if you are actually alone in a
single place ship, or you are at the controls of an
airliner with hundreds of people behind you.
In either case, you are in an environment where
your skill is what is providing you enjoyment as
well as keeping you and everyone who may be
with you safe.
It may be easiest for you to understand why some
people fly if you listen to others. Let me Google
the subject of “my first flight” and show you some
some random quotes that are on the internet….
Fly as a Passenger
Here’s a person on a commercial flight….
…….after the plane taxied onto the runway and got
into position to accelerate down the runway, I
started feeling quite nervous and excited at the
same time.
The plane started accelerating and it was not at all
smooth as it looks on TV. The plane was shaking
and I could feel the vibrations from the engines… I
was internally screaming in my mind.
The feeling at that time was quite exhilarating. And
then the plane took off and I relaxed after that..
whew!!! Now I feel like laughing at myself
recounting that experience.
There are lots of comments and postings about
“flying” on commercial flights – but that’s not what I
call flying. That’s using a plane for transportation.
Here’s a young person documenting the heck out
of his “transportation” experience….

CFI report
Continually coming up with
something
new
and
interesting to write about
each month is often harder
than finding a thermal on a
difficult day. Having a few
days off this week after our
very successful WIG’s week
had me thinking and what
makes many of us keep wanting more. There’s
always a lot of discussion about membership so in
a Google search for ideas I found this interesting
link which was like finding a thermal.
Why do some people fly?
http://www.valleysoaring.net/?page_id=601
By Peter Kelly
Why do some people fly is a tough question to
answer. It really is different for each person,
because when I say “fly”, I’m talking about you
alone controlling the aircraft and not relying on
anyone.

http://www.ivanlakwatsero.com/2011/12/chronicleof-my-first-flight-experience.html
I list that link to that young man in the Philippines
just to try to illustrate the internal excitement that
some people feel when they are just going to travel
as a passenger on a commercial bird.
He does a nice job of sharing his excitement. I
wonder if a person with that much appreciation
could deal with taking a ride and being allowed to
pilot the ship on his first flight. He probably
couldn’t contain himself.
Flying as a Pilot
Being a Pilot is what flying is all about. “Flying” is
when you control the machine. You and you alone
– using your skills keep the ship in the air. That’s
the “flying” that I’m talk’n about.
Here’s someone’s blog entry I saw on the internet
– a genuine “my first flight”. It’s amazing that his
preparation spanned over two and a half decades
of his life – from age 12 to age 38 – not an
uncommon story.
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This is his first flight in a glider – he’s a Brit, in case
you can’t tell by the writing style.

that control stick in their hand. That’s the kind of
people that fly gliders.

My first flying experience. Ever since I was young,
I wanted fly a plane. At the age of twelve, I’d built
several model planes. Somewhere along the way
that just became one of those forgotten dreams of
youth.

And, even all glider pilots are different. I really
don’t comprehend how some pilots can keep
coming out to the airport to fly their glider, but they
never fly cross-country.

For my 38th birthday my wife bought me a glider
flight, and now that I’ve had a taste, that dream is
reborn!
I have always been fascinated by flight. It just
seems so incredible to me that gliders can stay in
the air for hours.

No doubt, they have taken it to a level where they
remain comfortable. Same could be said for me
(since we’re talking personal opinions here). I find
that serious competition sometimes requires me to
fly lower than I am comfortable, or to take routes I
might otherwise not take, etc., thus I limit myself as
to how much I participate in serious competition
flying.

On my first flight after we had taken off, I was
given control of the aircraft. Although shaky at first,
flying the aircraft was not as difficult as you would
expect (I’d spent a lot of time reading up on flying
gliders and flew on a simulator on a PC).

Before you even ask…. let me say that most pilots
are very competitive, thus it is always serious. The
degree of how serious is the only question at
hand. Most pilots call it “fun competition” when we
are pretending it is not serious.

The first time I flew into a thermal I was amazed. I
could feel a slight bump as the aircraft entered the
column of rising air. My instructor took over, he
circled in the thermal and the plane started to
climb.

All of that simply illustrates that it’s different for
every person. One final illustration is this: I have
known at least three tow pilots over the past 20
years, who I regularly flew with, who confided that
they would never fly cross-country because it was
just too scary.

He explained that one of the dials in the glider
measured how quickly the glider was rising. The
glider was going up at 4 knots or 400ft per minute!
I think the instructor must have been in a good
mood, because we climbed to 4,000 ft in the
thermal then explored the countryside. The view
from the cockpit was amazing.

Too much risk for them to imagine ever doing it.
Just like “flying” is not for everyone, flying gliders
cross-country is not for everyone either.
Each to his own. You participate in enjoyable
activities to satisfy yourself – not others.

Read more here:
http://www.gliderpilot.co.uk/My%20first%20flying%20experience/My
%20first%20flying%20experiance.htm ….and he
goes on and on from there.
A first flight is like a first girlfriend (or boyfriend)
(after you have reached maturity). You are excited
physically and mentally, don’t understand the
feelings, but you like it.
You spend the rest of your life trying to reexperience and improve on that first time around.
That’s how I describe flying. It’s just one of those
amazing activities that some humans are
privileged to experience.
It’s not for everyone, I readily agree on that. I’ve
taken hundreds of people for rides in gliders, and
scores of people in small power planes and
thousands on commercial jets.
I know for a fact that some were terrified, while
others were bored. but there were those few who
had the right makeup, and they became hooked on
the sport of flying, from the first moment they had

MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
Christmas is here once
again, flyers are flocking
to the field and we have a
great opportunity to let our
members
know
of
improvements
to
our
technical systems. For our
newer members, this may
in fact be an introduction.
The battery charge station in the hangar can take
a little getting used to. Two separate, individual
computer controlled lead acid battery charge
modules are installed, one above the other.
A number of other charge features are provided. If
you do not feel confident, please do not use the
charge station. Get someone to demonstrate for
you.
For the TOP (Upper) module:
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Read the instructions for use printed on the card
standing above the modules:
To make the module charge the connected
battery, the green Start / Enter button must be
pressed for at least 3 seconds.

1.

START button not pressed for enough time
to cause the battery check sequence to
commence. Solution: Press it again, for
longer.

2.

Make certain that the module screen displays
data (especially Amps and battery type -Pb-)
that is identical to the data printed on the
module sticker. It will be noticed that this top
module's memory can revert to a default that
is NOT 1.0 A. It may be 0.1A or some other
number. Get help if you are not certain how
to restore the default.

3.

Importantly, please ensure that ONLY ONE
battery is connected to a module at any one
time. Check the leads and trace them to a
module if necessary. Two batteries have
been
occasionally
been
connected
simultaneously to the top module. Fuses
blow and memories get scrambled.

The Amps (A) number will flash, then be replaced
by a BATTERY CHECK screen. A self-check and
battery check will be performed and the module
will charge the battery automatically.

The Bottom (Lower) module
The bottom module has been replaced with a later
Turnigy Accucell 6 version that can charge all
battery types we are ever likely to handle. The
power has been increased from 50 watts to 80
watts, it is fan cooled and it is very accurate.
A major change from the module it replaces is
that when switched off at the red light toggle, and
then switched back on, this module will NOT
display the previous lead acid (Pb) settings that
we have stored in Memory 1.
It WILL revert to its default which is LiPo and that
is not suitable for our batteries at all.
(In general, we will leave this module switched on
unless it will not be needed for a day or so.)
There are clear instructions on how to recall
the module's memory (1) (Pb at 1.0 A) typed on
a sheet located beside the charge module panel.
This 5 step recall will always be needed after the
module has been switched off.

The recently upgraded solar charging station.
Photo; Andrew Evans

If the Amps - or any - number continues to flash,
you have NOT pressed the green start button for
long enough and your battery will NOT charge.
Press it again for longer.
The most likely deviations from this sequence will
be low voltage, connection break, and incorrect
connection.
Press STOP, rectify problem and start sequence
again.

Follow this reset to the letter please. If it goes
pear shaped turn the module off and get help.
Use and function is otherwise identical to the top
module.
The VHF radio at the Launch Desk continues to
perform very well with our associated antenna but
some reminders are in order:
1.

All noise cancelling microphones require the
operator to speak across the handpiece grille
whilst being held very close to the cheek,
otherwise the noise - your voice - will be
cancelled if it is also picked up through the
slot at the top of the handpiece.

Common Issues with TOP module:
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2.

3.

4.

Connect battery LAST during set-up. Please
think when setting up the radio. Connect
everything else (antenna, microphone and
power lead) to the radio, BEFORE, FINALLY,
connecting the power lead at the battery plug
end and turning the radio on. A blown fuse or
worse will result if you do not do this. Then
turn the radio on.
Disconnect battery FIRST during pack-up.
Please think when packing up. Turn radio off.
Disconnect the power lead at the battery plug
BEFORE any other cable is removed.
Fitting the cable and microphone into the box
can only be done one way without crushing
the radio and microphone with the lid. These
mics are mighty strong BUT...
First, drop the microphone and its curly
cord into the slot between the radio and
the case on the hinge side.
Second, neatly make a small coil with the
power cable on edge, press into a
racetrack shape, and whilst still on edge
place it on top of the radio. Fits like a
glove, and lid closes easily. Job done.
Thanks.

5.

If the transmitted signal is more like a squeal
than your dulcet tones, the battery is
probably close to flat during the transmit
phase. Change it.

Water Tank
By the time this issue hits the news stands, your
hangar will have a new 3000 litre water tank
waiting for rain. Wiring, associated downpipe
system and distribution plumbing to a tap stand at
each end of the hangar will be progressing.

allow an aircraft or windscreen to be rinsed with
fresh rainwater using ordinary hoses. It's a fairly
big job, and will take a little while to complete but
it will be well worthwhile.
I have yet to firm up the best method of avoiding
draining both the tank and our solar battery if
someone leaves a tap open with the power on!
Does anyone have a Clipsal push button
pneumatic time delay switch they don't need?
Thanks to Mark Bland and Karl Nowakowski for
the site preparation, Andrew Evans for carting the
tank from Wodonga on his trailer and my Shirley
for braving Bunnings to buy a very big box of
plumbing fittings.
Daily Inspections
These are critical to safe flight. This week, Mike
Parkinson did his usual thorough daily inspection
on ASK21-GVA and found a turnbuckle located
near the base of the control column had broken.
The turnbuckle connects the tow cable release to
the yellow knob. The release still operated
normally due to safety lock-wiring, and the
problem was only noted because of Mike's
deliberate, methodical physical inspection of all
accessible components.
The turnbuckle was replaced immediately and the
cause of the fracture is being investigated. So far
it is established that the failure is not due to poor
aircraft management, servicing or handling. You
will be kept informed.
In the meantime, daily inspections will include the
above item and as always will be conducted with
the objective of finding fault. If you don't look for it
you won't find it!
Winch
The Club winch wire traverse rod has been rebuilt
to ensure a long and happy life. The need arose
because of a failure that occurred during a busy
WIG day, but fortunately it was able to be remade
with new junk box parts and refitted the same day.
When doing the Club winch daily, remember to
turn ignition on (but don't start engine) then
engage the gearbox. Visually check that the
traverse runs back and forth correctly.

Andrew Evans delivers our big new water tank. Lucky
he bought a Jeep!
Photo: Detlev Rueff

On the same subject, special thanks go to Mark
Bland, Detlev Rueff and Greg Wilson (and more)
for their tireless efforts keeping the knots nice and
the wire winchable. A big and heavy job usually
done well before flying starts.
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

A small electric pressure pump will assist with a
better flow, and standard clip on hose fittings will
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40th Anniversary of MBGC celebration
In the Beginning
Mt Beauty Gliding Club was borne of a vision by
Manfred Rueff and Ray Addinsall in 1976.
Short profiles of these two stalwarts of the Club
are provided below.

until 2001. He also held the positions of T/O
Operations and T/O Airworthiness.
Manfred was a mainstay of the Club, putting in
many hours of voluntary work in training of new
pilots, maintaining the gliders, winch and cable
retrieve vehicles used by the Club, regular
mowing of the Mt Beauty airfield and
administrative duties for the Club.
Manfred was presented with a Life Membership
Certificate by Club President Andrew Evans at the
Club’s Annual General Meeting on 9th March
2003.
Manfred achieved approximately 3000 hours in
gliders and 1000 hours in motor gliders.
Manfred sadly passed away in 2011 after a short
illness.
Ray Addinsall was a member of the air cadets
before WW2. He joined the RAAF at age 18 and
flew Kitty Hawks during the war.

Manfred Rueff and Ray Addinsall

After the war he obtained his commercial pilot’s
licence and flew passenger flights in Tiger Moths
for Percy Pratt at Geelong.

Manfred Rueff first became interested in gliding
at age 14 in Germany during WW2 when he
learned to fly primary gliders using bungee
launches.

Ray learned to fly gliders during the 1970’s and
purchased IS28-WVQ with Manfred Rueff in the
mid 1970’s.

He took up gliding again at Tocumwal in the
1970’s after moving to Australia and settling at Mt
Beauty to work on the Kiewa Hydro Power
Scheme.

He was appointed President at the inaugural
meeting of the Mt Beauty Gliding Club in 1976
and remained President until 2001 when Andrew
Evans was elected to this role.

He became interested in forming a gliding Club
after discussions with Ray Addinsall of Mt Beauty
and in 1976 the Mt Beauty Gliding Club was
formed with just 11 inaugural members.

Ray became an Assistant Instructor and gained
approximately 1000 hours gliding experience and
approximately
1000
hours
power
flying
experience.

In the early days of the Club, trips were made to
Bunn's property between Albury and Howlong and
members flew with the Albury Gliding Club using
aerotow launches.

He was awarded a Life Membership Certificate at
the Club’s Annual General Meeting on 9th March
2003.

Manfred and Ray purchased glider IS28-WVQ
from Riley’s at Tocumwal and the Club used this
glider until it was damaged in 1993.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club today

With support from MBGC members, Ray and
Manfred purchased another glider IS28-WVU
which was used until 2013 when it was grounded
at the expiration of its 30 year life.
After Manfred purchased a winch from Latrobe
Valley Gliding Club, winch launching commenced
at Mt Beauty.
Manfred trained to become an instructor and was
CFI until 2005 when Ian Cohn assumed this role.

Ray sadly passed away in 2011.

The Club has grown from the inaugural
membership of just 11 members to 61 members
today.
The Club is achieving growth contrary to the trend
in many gliding Clubs and is on a sound financial
footing.
Anniversary celebration
The 40th Anniversary of the formation of Mt
Beauty Gliding Club was celebrated on 3rd
December in conjunction with the commencement
of Women in Gliding Week at Mt Beauty.

He was appointed Secretary at the inaugural
meeting of the Club in 1976 and held this position
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Women in Gliding Week at Mt Beauty
The 2016 Women in Gliding gathering was hosted
by Mt Beauty Gliding Club at Mt Beauty Airport
from 3rd to 11th December 2016.
17 women glider pilots from all over Australia, with
their gliders and crews, attended to sample the
excellent early summer soaring conditions, the
great Mt Beauty Gliding Club hospitality and
beautiful mountain scenery in the Kiewa Valley.
The social scene for the week was set with our 40
year anniversary celebration on 3rd December.
The happy crowd at the 40th Anniversary celebration.
Suzanne Bland and Minnie Chiong in foreground
preparing the feast.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Here is Lisa Trotter’s story about WIG Week at Mt
Beauty.
Flying at Mt Beauty – unmissable
What better site than Mt Beauty to inspire new
and not so new women glider pilots to make
soaring a greater part of their lifestyle? Who
would think that Lisa Trotter would need more
encouragement, but I was truly motivated to
broaden my flying from flat land competition to
include more alpine soaring.
Wendy Medlicott started organisation for the
event early this year and when I found out where
the Week was being held I decided that I couldn’t
miss the opportunity to fly at such a wonderful
place.

Our Anniversary cake held by Andrew Evans, President
MBGC, Detlev Rueff, son of Club co-founder Manfred
Rueff, Victor and Bruce Addinsall, sons of Club cofounder Ray Addinsall.
Photo: Terry Knight

Having flown out of the Gliding Club of Victoria for
many years and attended Khancoban camps, I
was familiar with flying in the Alpine country, but
only on really high days.
Having the guidance of Craig Collings and Tobi
Geiger shone a whole new light on how the hills
can be used and enjoyed.
Mt Beauty Gliding Club was celebrating the Club’s
40th birthday and we were lucky enough to be
able share in the celebration which included
yummy food – especially the salads.
It was also a great chance to meet the Club
members. Of course, everyone knows Mark Bland
the Club CFI who lives and breathes gliding. He is
obviously a tower of strength for the Club and
certainly was for the WIG Week event.
The Girlie Gaggle

The crowd enjoying the feast at the 40th Anniversary
celebration.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Of all the seventeen women participants, there
were eight women from Victoria, six from
Queensland and three from New South Wales.
Jo Wooler rode her motor bike all the way from
Brisbane.
The experience level ranged from pre-solo to
World Championship Competition.
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Maddy King, who is 18 years old, went solo again
and was doing soaring flights of two hours or so.
She achieved her ‘B’ certificate by the end of the
week.
Jamie Brady went solo in an ASK-21 and Jo
Wooler did her first solo winch flight.

Women in Gliding week participants at Mt Beauty.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

The flying
On the first couple of days the weather was
marginal and I began to realise how an engine in
a glider can be a handy thing. But the soaring
conditions picked up providing excellent
conditions on all but one day.
Mark Bland was out on the field before 7:30am
each day and winch training filled the mornings.
Some pilots were working towards solo, some
consolidating recent solo and others getting their
winch endorsement.

Jo Wooler of Brisbane was mildly excited to fly her first
solo winch launch in ASK21-GVA at Women in Gliding
week at Mt Beauty.
Photo: Andrew Evans

The adventures
Trevor Hancock very generously provided a seat
in his Arcus every day which was enthusiastically
taken up by fellow Arcus pilot Wendy Medlicott
and other excited pilots.

Maddie King of Mackay Queensland and Jo Wooler of
Brisbane with CFI Mark Bland at Women in Gliding
week at Mt Beauty.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Mark Bland used his ASK21mi to take student
pilots to sample the high plains, Ian Grant
provided coaching in a Janus generously made
available by the Grampians Soaring Club and
Dave Wilson coached in the Melbourne Gliding
Club Duo Discus.
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Lisa Trotter, VSA President, Ian Grant and Wendy
Medlicott at Women in Gliding Week Mt Beauty.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Two seater flights were made to Mt Bogong, Falls
Creek, Mt Feathertop and Mt Hotham and on one
day the Arcus went to Mt Kosciuszko.
Exploring the ski fields
By 1pm we had cumulus clouds to six or seven
thousand feet on most days and the operation
expanded to include towing by Megan Quinn in
the Gliding Club of Victoria’s Scout and Tony
Edwards of Mt Beauty in his Cessna 180.
Single seater flights were made by June
Nakamura in the Club’s Hornet, Louise O’Grady in
her ASW19, Kerrie Claffey in her ASW28 and me
in my LS8.

Tobi Geiger explains to the Women in Gliding how to
find thermals in the mountains.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

With all the flying we did, you would think that
there was hardly time for anything else but we
managed to squeeze in some great dinners, yoga,
scones, walks and runs.
Maddie King cooked a delectable vegie pasta one
night at the Cedar Lodge accommodation for the
women, Rachael made scones on the airfield in
her campervan and Roi’s Restaurant opened
especially for us (thanks Kitty Vigo) for a feast of
Italian food for everyone involved in the week –
some thirty plus people.

Kerrie and I were lucky enough to do a number of
lead and follow coaching flights with Craig
Collings in his ASW20 on one day, Tobi Geiger in
his LS4 on another day and both of them on our
last day which was a hoot.
More adventures
The next day was a better day, but Tobi stretched
us a bit more with a flight circumnavigating Mt
Buffalo so that we came around the south side
well below the lookout and very close to the rocks.
We had a very reassuring commentary from Tobi
about outlanding at Porepunkah airfield being
available.
Then on our final day Craig and Tobi suggested
we go to Mt Buller which is a reasonably straight
forward flight out of Benalla, but a bit more
daunting out of Mt Beauty because of the lack of
outlanding options on the direct track.
Hungry glider pilots descend like vultures as they are
treated to daily fresh scones with jam & cream whipped
up by Rachel Richards in her campervan on the airfield
at Women in Gliding week at Mt Beauty.
L to R: Rachel Richards, Detlev Rueff and Peter Deane.
Photo: Andrew Evans
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The final night was a BBQ at the Club with food
organised by Wendy and Louise and meat cooked
by Andrew Evans, the Mt Beauty Gliding Club
President.
An important part of the night was the thank-yous
and show of appreciation for the superb efforts of
the Club, instructors and coaches.
Thank-yous
Wendy Medlicott has made a huge contribution to
Women in Gliding over the years including
organising a number of WIG Weeks.
She started working on the details early in the
year with much assistance from the Mt Beauty
Gliding Club and from Louise O’Grady.
Mark Bland also played a major role in making the
event a success. In addition to running the
operation, instructing, coaching and organising
the accounts, he gave some excellent talks at
briefing.
As we know, behind every great man there’s a
great woman and her name is Suzanne.

Women in Gliding week participants at Mt Beauty and
their supporters.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Thanks must also go to the organisations that
provided funding and equipment for the Week.
The GFA Marketing and Development Committee
provided a significant amount of funding as did
the Victorian Soaring Association. These funds
contributed to the cost of aerotows, aircraft hire,
volunteer expenses, subsidies for participants –
especially the Juniors.
Ian Grant and Wendy Medlicott also very
generously provided some of their own funds to
support the week.
Melbourne Gliding Club and the Grampians
Soaring Club also provided two seater aircraft.
Also, thanks to the guys who transported the
Janus.
Awards
On the final night various awards were made
including:


CFI Mark Bland is thanked by Lisa Trotter and Wendy
Medlicott for his major contribution to WIG Week.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Most improved pilot: Bernard Ecky’s books –
Advanced Soaring Made Easy awarded to
Madeline King and Melissa Plath.

Other Club members also worked diligently to
make sure everything ran smoothly such as
Detlev Rueff and Greg Wilson at the launch.
The coaches were also acknowledged who
included Andrew Evans, Mike Parkinson, Ian
Cohn, Tobi Geiger, Craig Collings, Ian Grant and
Dave Wilson.
Lisa Trotter gave talks on goal-setting, feel of the
air, dealing with anxiety, dehydration and secret
women’s business.
Lisa Trotter and Kerrie Claffey were jointly awarded the
beautiful trophy for Women in Gliding “Most Meritorious
Flight” which was made by stainless steel sculptor and
WIG week attendee Jo Wooler.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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Most
Meritorious
Flight:
Handcrafted
stainless steel trophy by artist Jo Wooler of
Mojo Creations awarded to combined
winners Lisa Trotter and Kerrie Claffey.
Michele
Baptist
Scholarship:
$500
generously donated by Rod Harris in memory
of Michele Baptiste who lost her life in 2009,
awarded to Rachael Richards for advancing
her gliding

Mission accomplished

I don't know) and understand each other. "Should
I shoot him down in the sea?" could be interpreted
as "Should I ask him in for tea?"
Spelling words helped but that was difficult if for
example, an English operator sending a message
to Munich didn't speak German.
It was hard enough trying to get a lad from
Greenwich to understand an operator from
Glasgow.

If the overall objective of WIG week was to
increase the participation of women in gliding
including the number of women and the amount of
flying that they do, the week was a success.

A universal Phonetic Alphabet was required and
in 1927 one was agreed by the International
Telecommunications Union (ITU), mainly for the
use of aviators. It was based around geographic
locations.

Almost all the participants went away with
enthusiasm and additional skills to do more
gliding.

Our ASK21 would be referred to as Valencia
Havana Gallipoli Valencia Amsterdam. Got it?

There is no doubt that an event dedicated to
women increases the feeling of belonging to the
sport and increases confidence by seeing others
who are similar make progress.
Among the participants there was a large variety
of experience levels and personal objectives.
LISA TROTTER

Where does our Phonetic Alphabet
come from and how important is it?
If someone calls you a 'B', do they mean you are
a Baker, or from Baltimore, or are rather Bravo?
Or something else? (Perish the thought!). A bit of
light background might help.
At the outbreak of WW1 radio communications
were originally confined to digital mode being two
state (long and short, or dah and dit) interrupted
continuous wave (CW) transmissions, coded as
per an iteration of Morse's concept.

This system was the standard until WW11. Except
that the US used its own standard(s). Lots of
them.
In 1941 the US standardised on one - the Able
Baker system. A=Able, B=Baker, C=Charlie,
D=Dog etc. So the 21 was now called a Victor
How George How Able. Got that?
Not surprisingly, that often didn't work during
WW11 so NATO had a go, starting in 1949.
Because so many non-English speaking countries
(31) with many spoken inflections and dialects
had to use the code, an International approach
was used. It took 6 grinding years and it worked.
When
I
first
earned
my
commercial
Radiotelephone
Communications
Operator
licence
for
Marine
and
Aviation
radio
communications in the 1950's the WWII standard
phonetic spelling alphabet was in wide use but
shambolic, with many inconsistencies remaining
embedded.

Following WW1 modulated transmissions evolved
to the stage that voice was frequently preferred
because no operator Morse training was required.

The next system was a blessing, because finally
in 1956 the International Radiotelephony Spelling
Alphabet (NATO Phonetics) was implemented by
the International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO). It was also adopted by the International
Maritime Organisation in 1965.

All maritime and aviation comms. were still
conducted using CW because the operators were
specialist trained professionals.

So now, our ASK21 is known as VIC tah. hoh
TEL. Golf. VIC tah. AL fah. and everyone can talk
the lingo no matter what the language.

Voice transmissions steadily became more
common but by the mid 1920's it was clear that a
problem existed. Clear understanding of
messages was being compromised.

Worth looking up your Radio Procedures to check
out the full current Phonetic Alphabet that we are
required to know and use.

There were no problems. If it was received, it was
clear.

Operators from dozens of countries with dozens
of accents were required to convey voice
messages internationally in English (why English?

TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO
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Swedish visitors
The Swedish branch of the Addinsall family led by
Graham Addinsall, son of our co-founder Ray
Addinsall visited Mt Beauty and enjoyed some
flying with Mark Bland.

The convention was signed on July 5, 1912, and
became effective July 1, 1913.
Gradually, the code list grew much longer. New
conventions were signed. NATO had its own - still
does - called the Z code for Military uses.
Aviation snagged QAA - QNZ; the mariners were
allocated QOA - QQWZ, the rest took QRA-QUZ.
Amateur radio operators are avid users of Q
codes, both with Morse and voice and use the
QRA - QUZ series.
As the use of Morse diminished, the codes took a
new life with new digital transmission forms, and
have been widely adopted into speech
abbreviations.
There is a need for absolute accuracy in aviation
communications, and it is quick to use a code.

The Addinsall Swedish family. At rear: Graham, Ida
and Marvin. In the glider is Nova. Front: Vera and Mark
Bland.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

The Q CODES
Mark Bland raised an interesting communications
question the other day. What does the letter Q
mean in relation to three letter Q codes, as in
QNH, QFE, QNE?
There are hundreds of them. I confessed I didn't
know. Perhaps Q as in Question? Most Q codes
are in the form of questions, but then they are
suffixed with '?' and the answer has the same Q
code but no '?'.
The codes themselves of course, developed from
the days of Morse Code when it was desired to
shorten transmissions but retain accuracy. But
why Q?
From Wikipedia: 'In 1906, the British Post Office
laid down a short list of 3 letter codes and the
original Q codes were created, circa 1909, by the
British Government as a "list of abbreviations...
prepared for the use of British ships and coast
stations licensed by the Postmaster General".
The Q codes facilitated communication between
maritime radio operators speaking different
languages and they were soon adopted
internationally.
A total of forty-five Q codes appeared in the "List
of Abbreviations to be used in Radio
Communications", which was included in the
Service Regulations affixed to the Third
International Radiotelegraph Convention in
London.

Imagine flying in the 1920's, tapping out the
following with your trusty Morse key on your knee,
whilst over the sea watching through the grey fog
for a sudden salty wave cap in your screen:
"What should I set on the subscale of my altimeter
so that the instrument would indicate its altitude if
my aircraft were on the ground at your station?"
It's much easier to use "QNH?". Doesn't change
the amount of water in your screen, but you would
probably have felt better.
These days, it is still easier (and more accurate
when using speech), to use the Q code QNH.
Or, if doing circuits, "What should I set on the
subscale of my altimeter so that the instrument
would indicate its height above the reference
elevation being used? "
A true pain, so simply use QFE? and that's it.
Or just send QNE? instead of:
"What indication will my altimeter give on landing
at ... (place) at ... hours, my sub-scale being set to
1013.2 millibars (29.92 inches)?".
Obviously these days glider pilots simply quote
the code. No misunderstandings. A few are
essential. But note the difference between Height
(above ground) and Altitude (above mean sea
level)
I almost forgot. Mark's question was "Why Q?"
I discovered that the Q does not indicate a word
with a mnemonic value, such as "Question". It is
simply a letter that was available that did not
conflict with allocated radio station call signs or
country identifiers.
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO
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Interesting Internet links

Aviation humour

Radio interview with Wendy Medlicott and Lisa
Trotter about Women in Gliding week at Mt
Beauty.
http://www.driveplayer.com/#fileIds=0BuIxc13B72fcndhRjVZVXlRdjQ&userId={userId}
Skunk Works is the true story of America's
most secret and successful aerospace
operation (Links provided by Nick Cohn)
From the development of the U-2 to the Stealth
fighter, the never-before-told story behind
America's high-stakes quest to dominate the skies.
As recounted by Ben Rich, the operation's brilliant
boss for nearly two decades, the chronicle of
Lockheed's legendary Skunk Works is a drama of
Cold War confrontations and Gulf War air combat,
of extraordinary feats of engineering and human
achievement against fantastic odds.
Here are up-close portraits of the maverick band of
scientists and engineers who made the Skunk
Works so renowned.
Filled with telling personal anecdotes and high
adventure, with narratives from the CIA and from
air force pilots who flew the many classified, risky
missions, this book is a riveting portrait of the most
spectacular aviation triumphs of the 20th century.
Audio book:
http://www.audible.com/pd/History/Skunk-WorksAudiobook/B011LR4PW4
Book via Google:
https://books.google.nl/books/about/Skunk_Works
.html?id=nXUbFuRT9LwC
Nerves of steel
https://www.youtube.com/embed/qJHlXe_RnYo

Upcoming events
15th Jan 2017 - MBGC Committee meeting
th

th

4 to 11 Feb 2017 - Horsham Week competition
See the link below for details:
http://horshamweek.org.au/
5th Feb 2017 - MBGC Annual General Meeting
12th Feb 2017 - MBGC Safety Committee meeting
19th March 2017 - MBGC Instructors Panel
meeting

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements or your
intention to fly Club aircraft prior to the weekend
to assist with allocation of resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
All pilots wishing to fly are expected to arrive at
the airfield by approx. 10.00am to assist with
setting up and to attend a daily briefing, unless
prior arrangements are made with the Duty
Instructor.
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If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Secretary Mike
Parkinson know who you have swapped with.

Winch driver tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2016 are shown below:

Contact Mike at mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au or
0413 736 145. All members intending to fly are
requested to be at the airfield no later than
10.30am to attend the daily briefing.
Duty Instructor Roster

Duty Instructor contact details

Detlev Rueff

319

Mark Bland

188

Greg Wilson

138

Atila Kerestes

66

Andrew Evans

45

Duncan Robertson

34

Ian Cohn

26

Mike Pobjoy

24

Terry Knight

16

Ollie Barthelmes

33

Peter Demeo

11

Mike Parkinson

11

Ron Boxhall

9

Richard Grohmann

12

Adam Bland

8

Bernie O’Donnell

8

Steve Bradbury

7

Mark Bland

0417 565 514

David Ross

7

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Gary Mason

6

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Reuben Lane

5

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Richard Todd

5

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Carrick Gill-Vallance

4

Mike Parkinson

0413 736 145

Andrew Murphy

2

Graham Levitt

1

Peter Demeo

0428 264 110

Mark Lucey

1

Phil Henderson

1

Craig Collings

1

Duty Pilot Roster

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch driver’s awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

For sale classifieds
PILATUS B4 GLIDER VH-GCD
Currently airworthy with 40 yearly inspection
completed in September 2015.
MIKE PARKINSON
SECRETARY

Open trailer.
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Price $8,000 ono
Contact Andrew:
E: skyfox49@gmail.com
M: 0409 277 328

Cirrus-GUV
Photo: Richard Todd

MOUNTAIN HIGH EDS 02D1 OXYGEN
SYSTEM
Mike Parkinson enjoyed his first flight in Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Mark Bland

CIRRUS 75 - IUV
Airframe and wings professionally refinished by
Rowe Aviation Services.

Used only once. As new.
AL-180 bottle with CGA-540 valve and XCR
regulator.
EDS 02D1 oxygen regulator.
All tubing required. 2 cannulas



No crazing or cracking on the gel coat.

Price: $1,199 includes delivery within Australia



New instrument panel with the following
units:

Contact Richard Todd:

 Xcom VHF radio with press to talk,





rear speaker and boom mike.
Swiss FLARM.
Tasman V1000 vario.
PDA mount on panel with 20 cm
extension.
Tasman flight pack air data engine coupled to Tasman vario, Swiss flarm,
temperature probe, pitot and static
vents and PDA.

E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com
M: 0477 817 220

A word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

 Clam shell trailer with mechanical brakes.
Price $15,999
Contact Richard Todd:
E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com
M: 0477 817 220
Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.
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Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 23rd January 2017.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR
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