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MBGC President’s Report
November was an extremely
active month with Safety
Committee and Instructors
Panel meetings, our second
Strategic Planning workshop,
our annual Leeton flatlanders’
camp
and
the
Moth
recreational aircraft Fly-in.

See the stories and photos on all these events in
this edition.
Early notice is provided to members of our AGM
on 6th February 2017.
I have provided advance notice to the Committee
that after 11 years as President (split with a 4 year
gap from 2007 to 2010) and 27 continuous years
on the Committee, I will not be accepting
nomination for President at the AGM, should this
occur.
I have recently qualified to become a grey nomad,
having retired and having bought a caravan and
SUV, so will be focusing in future on a change in
that life direction and hitting the road at every
opportunity, as well as seeking more balance in my
retirement activities:
So it is time for one of our younger members to
take up the Presidential reins and lead us in a bold
new direction (or one of you enthusiastic more
mature members if you can't find a young one).
All Committee positions are declared vacant at
each AGM and nominations will soon be called for
2017 positions, so start campaigning now to take
on this highly prized position, or another
Committee role.
I also intend to hand over the editorial reins of
"Alpine Flyer" after the AGM to a bright new
journalistically inclined editor after producing 57
editions, before I am afflicted with writer's block in
my dotage.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR
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CFI report
Following on from last
month life just gets busier,
but as they say you only
get one life so make the
most of it Graham Levitt
and
I
returned
from
Omarama on 8th November
where we had a great time
as usual, flying about 23
hours together.
This is less than we normally do on previous trips
as the weather was not its classic NZ brilliance, but
we still flew every day and probably struck the
better week of the period.
Like us, their season was a bit slow getting going.
There were a couple of tricky wave days, but our
rented Twin Astir didn’t give us the platform to use
without taking unnecessary out-landing risks. We
had a few great thermal days none the less.
After a few days rest from NZ we were off to
Leeton and those who attended had some
interesting flying. Three days over 10,000’ and
some storms to negotiate on a few.
Well done to Atila and Andrew for having a go and
carrying out some safe field landings when unable
to get home due to storms.
Leeton is now a dormant gliding club and apart
from a few ultra-lights and power aircraft not much
goes on there.
There’s a legacy of a great facility in their club
house / hangar and camp ground and the winch
remains in the shed awaiting people to go and use
it.
For the past few years Mt Beauty GC has had an
annual camp there and it’s a great venue without
the hassles of a lot of other airfields.
We should try and continue this event as our
participation and camp fees help the remaining
Leeton people sustain the facility.
The Mt Beauty “Gathering of the Moths” Fly-In last
Saturday was bigger than Ben Hur and the airport
Committee should be congratulated on organising
a terrific day.
We were able to do quite a few glider flights
amongst the sixty odd visiting aircraft, which I’m
sure impressed many.
A highlight of my day was taking Arthur Patterson
for a flight on his 90th Birthday surrounded by his
lovely family, who all went away with a great
impression and I’m sure good words to say about
our club.

Mark Bland with 90 year old Arthur Patterson in
ASK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Now we just have to ensure the Woman in Gliding
Week runs as good and hope the improving
summer weather continues. Hope to see you all at
the Clubs 40th Birthday evening on Saturday 3rd
December.
MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
Grandfather's Axe and
other Things
My Grandfather owned a
battle scarred axe that
had clearly seen better
days. It was ugly. I recall
asking him why he didn't
buy a new one
I was very young at the time and could get away
with awkward questions - and he told me that all
the parts had been renewed at some stage and
making them new yet again wouldn't make it work
any better. It did work superbly, at least when he
wielded it!
Our winch is a bit like that axe. It has had a new
engine, and has benefited from rebuilt or heavily
modified mechanical and electrical parts
throughout.
Starter, alternator, carbie, fuel pump, traverse
gear, cable guide roller mechanism, cable drum,
radios and more - have helped its continued
progress towards Grandfather's axe status.
The winch is our Club's lifeblood, so look after it
as if it was your own axe.
Yellow Hilux beacon, and battery isolation:
Our 'new' acquisition - the yellow Hilux - has a
warning beacon on the roof, plugged into the
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cigarette lighter socket. It must be in operation
whenever the vehicle is active on the airfield.
Leave it plugged in at all times please. It will
extinguish when the ignition key is switched off.
That should be every time the vehicle is stopped
between tasks. (Inactive).
Obviously if it
continues to flash, then the key is not off.
You are reminded that the key must be rotated to
"Engine Off" then one notch further anticlockwise.
The black button on the steering binnacle MUST
BE DEPRESSED whilst doing this.
Failure will result in a dead battery.
Perspex Repairs - DIY
The Hornet's canopy vent became damaged
during our most successful Leeton Gliding week.
These vents are prone to disintegration, and I
have repaired this one, but some questions were
asked about acrylic (Perspex) repairs in general.
Perspex, Lucite, Plexiglass and Acrylite are all
trade-names for a polymethyl methacrylate
(PMMA) thermoplastic.
Joining Perspex is a subject that we as glider
pilots are interested in (repairs cost a tiny fraction
of the cost of a new part), so I have jotted down a
few principles relating to the successful joining of
perspex parts without using heat.
Do not use glue, in other words, a plastic
cement. Typically used examples are styrene and
similar plastics, dissolved in a volatile solvent.
They all have a somewhat sticky tenacious
texture and will leave a film of finite thickness
when dry. Unfortunately, the joint will usually fail
sooner or later because there is a layer of plastic
with different characteristics, between the two
acrylic parts being joined. Failure occurs at one or
both of the junctions.
When a glue has been used in an earlier repair,
as was the case with the Hornet before we bought
it, a subsequent repair can be extremely difficult
or even impossible because a ridge of dried glue
interferes with a perfect fit and also introduces
foreign plastics to the joint. These vents only fit
once and any abrasion to remove earlier glue
artefacts reduces the component dimensions so
that a perfect fit cannot be achieved.

We obtain our mix in 10 - 20ml quantities in a
plastic micro dropper applicator bottle from Blaze
Displays in Wodonga. Costs around $20. Keep it
in a secondary sealed glass container in a deep
freeze if you want it to last more than a few days.
Methylene Chloride will penetrate most plastic
gloves and is carcinogenic. The fumes are toxic.
The secret of successful solvent capillary joining
is preparation. Ensure the two surfaces are dead
square and fit exactly. Both surfaces must be
polished with no hint of haze. I use sequential
grades of sanding grit to 3,200, then finally polish
with Brasso on a flat glass or steel plate.
Never use a flame to polish edges that are to be
solvent joined. They will craze. Surface flame
polishing of non-joining edges is fine, but anneal
them afterwards.
Bring the finished surfaces together with very light
pressure and offer a single drop of solvent to the
joint. The solvent is extremely thin and capillary
action will instantly take the solvent to the entire
joint surface.
After a few moments the join will be secure, but
hold for at least two minutes. At least 80% of full
strength will be achieved in 24 hours.
The join should have complete transparency, with
an almost mirror like look at the junction.
Have a great Festive Season, and be careful of
Santa's sleigh. Apparently he does not have a
FLARM!
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Safety matters
Safety Committee meeting
The MBGC Safety Committee met on 13th
November for its scheduled meeting.

Use a solvent instead. A drop of water thin
solvent on an acrylic surface will dry to an almost
invisible point in a few seconds provided it is not
touched before it is dry.
Most suitable solvents are based on Methylene
Chloride, together with Methyl Acetate (or
Trichloroethylene) and a little Methyl Methacrylate
Monomer.

L to R Andrew Evans,Terry Knight, Mark Bland.
Graham Levitt joined by teleconference
Photo: Andrew Evans
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Leeton camp
Another very successful flatlander camp was
conducted at Leeton in November with 13
attendees enjoying the great club house and the
thrill of flying at up to 12,000’ above beautiful
patchwork quilt scenery stretching to the horizon.
Thanks to our CFI Mark Bland for organising
another successful camp.

Andrew Evans outlanded at Beckom while skirting a
spectacular lightning storm on return from West
Wyalong and Temora.
Photo: Carrick Gill-Vallance (retrieve crew)

Leeton campers. L to R Bernie O’Donnell, Steve
Bradbury, Richard Grohmann, Andrew Evans, Atila
Kerestes, Carrick Gill-Vallance, Dave Ross, Terry
Knight, Shirley Knight.
Front Mark Bland, Suzanne Bland.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

A Chinese banquet for the Leeton campers.
L to R Steve Bradbury, Andrew Evans, Shirley Knight,
Terry Knight, Suzanne Bland, Mark Bland, Dave Ross,
and Atila Kerestes.
Photo: Steve Bradbury

Atila’s outlanding adventure at Leeton
I spent Saturday evening planning and declaring
my task, hoping that every box was ticked
correctly.
Last year on my Diamond Goal, my logger didn’t
work and although I completed the 300km task,
the Diamond Goal Badge eluded me.
This year I was going to make sure that all the
boxes were ticked and I would be rewarded for
my efforts.
Dave Ross and Mark Bland helped me program
the Nano. All was set. I was confident that I could
do this mission.

Celebrating Dave Ross’ birthday at the Leeton Soldiers
Club.
L to R Dave Ross, Suzanne Bland, Terry Knight, Mark
Bland, Detlev Rueff, Atila Kerestes, Andrew Evans,
Steve Bradbury, Shirley Knight.
Photo: A friendly waitress balanced on a chair.

I hadn’t flown the Hornet since Feb, so I knew I
had to be careful on the launch. The Hornet likes
to “rear up” if you give it too much elevator. I was
gentle and the launch went smoothly.
I got good height and found a thermal quite easily.
It took a while to come to grips with the
responsiveness of the controls.
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A bit of side slip and a bit of skidding. I felt like a
student again. I wondered if I was up for the
300km task? “Maybe I should end the challenge
now and spend some time getting familiar with the
craft? Stuff that! I am sure I will be in tune at the
end of 300km!!”
Up I went to 9000ft straight in my first thermal.
Hmmm... this might be an easy day?
I departed Leeton confident of the task.
Picked up thermals and didn’t bother with the
weak ones. I got about 70km out on my way to
West Wyalong when I noticed rain behind me and
blocking the view of the terrain that I had just
come from. Hmmm... I thought to myself I wonder
if that will cause any problems later on?
As I approached the township of West Wyalong,
Andrew Evans overtook me in his ASW19 and
started tracking ahead of me.
There was a sunny corridor between the two
bands of rain from Temora back to Leeton.
Andrew took that option and I pressed on slightly
optimistic of my chances. The path looked good
all the way to Junee. Who knows, maybe I could
make it?
I got to Junee descending in deep sink from
topping out at 9500ft just moments earlier. I was
on the edge of the rain clouds and rain was hitting
the canopy!
I made a beeline for a sunny patch that I could
see in the distance. I was right on the edge of the
rain band and I was going down fast.
I started my scan for potential out landing
paddocks as that terrible sinking feeling just got
worse and worse.

Reminiscent of Jaws the shark, Hornet-GMK in a wheat
paddock after Atila Kerestes outlanded near Leeton.
Luckily the farmer was friendly!
Photo: Atila Kerestes.

I climbed out and inspected the aircraft. There
were seeds in the wells of the air brakes, but
besides that, all looked fine. I hit the spot tracker
and contacted base and waited for the retrieve.
I spent my time meticulously getting every last
seed out of the “air brake well”. By the time the
guys arrived, all the seeds were out and you
couldn’t really tell that GMK had been used as a
seed harvester!!
We loaded the Hornet into the trailer in 30
minutes flat even with the distraction of the land
owner inquisitively asking questions like “Did you
run out of air?”, “How much does it weigh?”, “How
much does it cost?” and “Where did you come
from?” He was quite pleasant and to my relief, did
not care about the damage to his crop!

I saw a green paddock with a harvested paddock
in front of it and I headed for it. I was keeping an
extra keen eye for any SWER lines as there were
buildings in the paddock nearby.
When I got to the green paddock, I could see that
the green was higher than the fence line, so I
traced back to the harvested paddock and went
in.
Just before I hit the ground, grass and seeds
started to hit the canopy. I thought something was
drastically wrong.
Did I forget to put the wheel down? I was sure it
was down. I checked anyway. It was fine.
The glider came to a halt and I realised I was in a
full grown wheat crop. But I saw the rows that
Mark told me to look out for as a sign of stubble? I
was sure it was stubble. Oh well, it is what it is.

Dave Ross and Richard Grohmann rescued Atila
Kerestes (right) from a wheat paddock near Grong
Grong after a storm thwarted Atila’s 300km Diamond
Goal attempt at the Leeton camp.
Photo: Dave Ross

One of the best things about out landing is having
the first beer that the retrieve crew bring and then
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sharing the story of the embarrassing
circumstances that led to ending up in a paddock
full of wheat!!!
Thanks Dave and Richard for the retrieve and
thanks to everyone for not giving me too much
flack about it!!!
ATILA KERESTES

Moth Fly-in
Congratulations to
the
organisers
of
the
recreational aircraft Moth Fly-In for a very
professionally managed event on 26th November.
The event attracted 65 aircraft and a large number
of spectators, helping to put Mt Beauty on the map.
The Moth Fly-in from ASK21mi-GVS showing the large
number of visiting recreational aircraft.
Photo: Mark Bland

It was like Heathrow Airport with multiple recreational
aircraft taxiing on arrival at Mt Beauty for the Moth Fly-in.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Everyone the Editor spoke to on the day was very
impressed with the professionalism of the
management of the Fly-in and the great spectacle
that it provided for participants and the general
public alike.

MBGC members were excited to be involved with the
Moth Fly-in.
L to R Mark Bland, Andrew Murphy, Attila Kerestes,
Andrew Evans and Jim Coutts.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Strategic planning workshop
A second workshop was conducted on 27th
November to finalise our Strategic Plan and devise
an Asset Acquisition Plan for the next 4 years.
We were very fortunate to have our workshop
facilitated by our new member Kathie Heyman, an
experienced Corporate Planning consultant.
The workshop was well attended by 15 members
and visitor Bernadette O’Donnell.
Mark Bland taxiing to the launch point after landing with
a passenger in ASK21-GVA. No parking room left for
visitors!
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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Flights will be launched by winch and aerotow
with some self-launching gliders attending as well.
The social scene for the week will be set with our
40 year anniversary celebration on 3rd December.

Ollie flies Hornet-GMK

L to R rear - Detlev Rueff, Mike Parkinson,
Andrew Murphy, Atila Kerestes, Dave Ross, Peter
Deane, Bernie O’Donnell, Steve Bradbury.
L to R seated - Jim Coutts, Terry Knight, Greg
Wilson, Mark Bland, Kathie Heyman, Andrew
Evans.
Photo: Bernadette O’Donnell

Ollie Barthelmes returns from a 3 hour flight around his
favourite mountain, Mt Feathertop in our club HornetGMK.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Jim and Atila with ASK21-GVA

Instructors Panel meeting
The MBGC Instructors Panel met on 13th
November for its scheduled meeting.

Jim Coutts and Atila Kerestes return ASK21-GVA to the
launch point after a mutual flight.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

L to R Andrew Evans, Mike Parkinson, Mark Bland,
Bernie O’Donnell, Peter Demeo, Steve Bradbury.
Graham Levitt joined by teleconference.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Women in Gliding Week at Mt Beauty
The 2016 Women in Gliding gathering will be
hosted by Mt Beauty Gliding Club at the
Mt Beauty Airport from 3rd to 11th December
2016.
It is expected that 25 or more women glider pilots
from all over Australia, with their gliders and
crews, will attend to sample the excellent early
summer soaring conditions, the great Mt Beauty
Gliding Club hospitality and beautiful mountain
scenery in the Kiewa Valley.

Interesting Internet links
Leeton gliding camp 2016 - Detlev’s video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RNkkYupuyo
&feature=em-subs_digest
Modern gliders visiting for World Gliding
Championships at Benalla in January 2017
http://www.wgc2017.com/news_add_here/list-ofnews/what-glider-is-that.aspx
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Upcoming events
3rd Dec 2016 - MBGC 40th anniversary celebration
in conjunction with Women in Gliding Week.
3rd to 11th Dec 2016 - Women in Gliding week at
Mt Beauty.
14th to 20th Dec 2016 - Australian leg of the 8th
Series of the Sailplane Grand Prix at Horsham.
See the link below for details.
tp://www.sgp.aero/australia2016.aspx?contestID=2
7849

A young and stupid pilot wanted to sound cool on
the aviation frequencies.
One time he was approaching a field during the
night time.
Instead of making any official requests to the
tower, he said: "Guess who?"
The controller switched the field lights off and
replied: "Guess where!"

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster

See the link below for details:

Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements or your
intention to fly club aircraft prior to the weekend to
assist with allocation of resources.

http://www.bendigogliding.org.au/Main/libellegath
ering

Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.

8th Jan 2017 - Committee meeting

All pilots wishing to fly are expected to arrive at
the airfield by approx. 10.00am to assist with
setting up and to attend a daily briefing, unless
prior arrangements are made with the Duty
Instructor.

28th to 30th Dec 2016 - Libelle Gathering at the
Bendigo Gliding Club.

4th to 11th Feb 2017 - Horsham Week competition
See the link below for details:
http://horshamweek.org.au/
5th Feb 2017 - MBGC Annual General Meeting

Pilot humour
One day the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by
the tower to hold short of the active runway while
a DC-8 landed. The DC-8 landed, rolled out,
turned around, and taxied back past the
Cherokee.

If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Secretary Mike
Parkinson know who you have swapped with.
Contact Mike at mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au or
0413 736 145. All members intending to fly are
requested to be at the airfield no later than
10.30am to attend the daily briefing.
Duty Instructor Roster
Updated 2nd October 2016

A quick-witted comedian in the DC-8 crew got on
the radio and said, "What a cute little plane. Did
you make it all by yourself?"
The Cherokee pilot, not about to let the insult go
by, came back with a real zinger: "I made it out of
DC-8 parts.
Another landing like yours and I'll have enough
parts for another one."
…………………………………………………………
A military pilot called for a priority landing because
his single-engine jet fighter was running "a bit
peaked."
Air Traffic Control told the fighter pilot that he was
number two, behind a B-52 that had one engine
shut down. "Ah," the fighter pilot remarked, "The
dreaded seven-engine approach."

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Peter Demeo

0428 264 110

…………………………………………………………
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Duty Pilot Roster

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch driver’s awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

For sale classifieds
PILATUS B4 GLIDER VH-GCD
MIKE PARKINSON
SECRETARY

Currently airworthy with 40 yearly inspection
completed in September 2015.
Open trailer.

Winch driver tally

Price $8,000 ono

Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2016 are shown below:

Contact Andrew:
E: skyfox49@gmail.com

Detlev Rueff

256

Mark Bland

169

Greg Wilson

94

Atila Kerestes

55

Andrew Evans

36

Duncan Robertson

33

Ian Cohn

26

Mike Pobjoy

23

Terry Knight

15

Ollie Barthelmes

14

Peter Demeo

11

Mike Parkinson

11

Ron Boxhall

9

Richard Grohmann

9

Adam Bland

8

Bernie O’Donnell

8

CIRRUS 75 - IUV

Steve Bradbury

7

David Ross

7

Airframe and wings professionally refinished by
Rowe Aviation Services.

Gary Mason

6



No crazing or cracking on the gel coat.

Reuben Lane

5



Richard Todd

5

New instrument panel with the following
units:

Carrick Gill-Vallance

4

 Xcom VHF radio with press to talk,

Graham Levitt

1

Mark Lucey

1

Phil Henderson

1

Craig Collings

1

rear speaker and boom mike.
Swiss FLARM.
Tasman V1000 vario.
PDA mount on panel with 20 cm
extension.
Tasman flight pack air data engine coupled to Tasman vario, Swiss flarm,

M: 0409 277 328

Mike Parkinson enjoyed his first flight in Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Mark Bland
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temperature probe, pitot and static
vents and PDA.
 Clam shell trailer with mechanical brakes.

A word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Price $15,999
Contact Richard Todd:
E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com
M: 0477 817 220

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.

Cirrus-GUV
Photo: Richard Todd

MOUNTAIN HIGH EDS 02D1 OXYGEN
SYSTEM
Used only once. As new.
AL-180 bottle with CGA-540 valve and XCR
regulator.
EDS 02D1 oxygen regulator.
All tubing required. 2 cannulas
Price: $1,199 includes delivery within Australia
Contact Richard Todd:
E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com
M: 0477 817 220

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 20th December 2016.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR
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