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MBGC Presidentôs Report 

 

Our recent flying statistics have 
been down compared to the 
same period last year, so it is 
pleasing to see some flying 
happening after the continuous 
rain of the winter, particularly in 
our revenue earning Club 
gliders. 

I attended a GFA Flight Instructor Refresher 
Course at Benalla on 22nd / 23rd October with 
instructors from various clubs and found it a 
valuable experience.  

It was particularly useful to gain a perspective of 
issues faced by other clubs, as we so often 
concentrate inwardly, dealing with our own local 
Club challenges. 

All MBGC Level 1 and 2 instructors are reminded 
of the requirement to successfully complete one of 
the FIRC weekends every four years to revalidate 
their instructor rating and the initial FIRC has to be 
completed before the end of 2018. 

Thanks to our multi-skilled Technical Officer 
Operations / Airworthiness / Radio, Terry Knight 
again this month for repairing the Toyota Hilux 
which has now provided a reliable and respectable 
looking summer winch and retrieve vehicle.  

Our 4WD Tercel will be preserved in hibernation 
until winter when it is needed. 

Thanks also to our CFI Mark Bland and his team of 
helpers for carrying out the Form 2 inspection on 
our Club 2 seater ASK21-GVA.  

Our annual Leeton camp is scheduled for 19th to 
25th November so let CFI Mark Bland know if you 
are planning to attend and experience some 
flatlander gliding at this popular event. 

Another important event in November will be the 
MBGC Strategic Plan and Business Plan workshop 
to be conducted on 27th November 2016. Come 
along and have your say on the future direction for 
our Club. 

 Safe flying. 

ANDREW EVANS 
 PRESIDENT & ñALPINE FLYERò EDITOR 

http://www.mtbeautygliding.com/
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CFI report 

 

Graham Levitt and I arrived in 
Christchurch New Zealand last 
week and spent eight hours 
driving to Mandeville ñCroydon 
Aircraft Companyò 
http://www.croydonaircraft.com 
to check on Grahamôs Tiger 
Moth restoration.  

We then picked up a Twin Astir GJW from the 
Central Otago Gliding Club and made our way to 
Omarama for a week of flying. See some photos 
later in this edition. 

Back at Mt Beauty there was some good flying 
the past week with the rain finally taking a break 
and a few members coming out of hibernation. 

Junko (June) and Andrew Murphy (Bacchus 
Marsh members) have joined the club and it was 
good to get June solo on the winch. Well done to 
her!  

The weekend before, thanks to Tony Edwards for 
aero towing ASK21mi-GVS to Albury for the 
airport open day, and then providing tows at 
Porepunkah for the annual BBQ on Sunday.  

The conditions were very gusty and those who 
flew did a good safe job.  

I think the local flyers appreciated our effort to 
attend and they made us very welcome and 
provided a great lunch.  

Itôs always good to chat to other aviators and 
share experiences and enlighten them of what 
gliders can do.   

As we come into our busier time of year a 
reminder of everyoneôs responsibility to keep up 
to date with procedures and changes weôve 
recently introduced to improve our operations.  

Mike Parkinson and Andrew Evans have done an 
excellent job on the Club Manual and I 
encourage you all to read it.  

It is especially important that new members and 
all visitors understand the ñVisitor Briefingò notes 
and sign the Visitorôs Register to confirm their 
understanding of them.  

Itôs also worth reminding everyone that although 
our airfield is usually quiet, it is paramount that 
we always ensure the runway is clear before 
taking any vehicle onto it and preferably have a 
VHF radio listening!  

During the wet weather the retrieve car has been 
returning the cable close to the bitumen and you 

must be certain of no approaching aircraft, which 
could land from either end. 

I understand proposed new CASA part 139 MOS 
will discontinue the requirement of flashing 
beacons, but hazard lights should still be used.  

Remember nothing beats ñSituational 
Awarenessò and ñLOOKOUTò!  

CFI Quotation of the month 

Always have an out. Sometimes expressed as, 
ñnever run out of airspeed, altitude and ideas at 
the same timeò 

 MARK BLAND - CFI  

Terryôs maintenance report 

 

The magic month of 
October has arrived and 
brought with it some great 
flying days. The airfield is 
looking wonderful and 
Mike Parkinson amongst 
others, has been keeping 
the slasher blades 
whirling. 

 

Mark and helpers have completed GVA's Form 2 
inspection and she is as good as new, ready for 
another season's soaring.  

Whilst we do not normally need to use wheel 
brakes, it is good to know they work.  It's always 
wise to check, if safe to do so, that the wheel 
brake can be activated by stroking the airbrake 
handle through its full range a couple of times 
during the final approach, but not later than the 
early landing run. 

I now have the Toyota Hilux 2WD utility up and 
running. This is a test phase and if it proves 
sustainable it will be our primary cable and aircraft 
tow vehicle during the summer months.  

A couple of points: 

When each task has been finished (in other words 
the vehicle is awaiting another task) turn the 
engine OFF.  

The idea that engine starts cause more wear than 
running stems from the truth that a hot taxi engine 
running at normal power all day lasts longer than 
Mum's shopping engine.  

This has merit but an old engine left idling for 
prolonged periods is another story. It will oil the 
plugs, coke up the head, and low oil pressure will 
wear the bearings quickly. It will also suck fuel. 
Turn it off. 

http://www.croydonaircraft.com/
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The ignition key will be horizontal when turned off. 
If not, it will be in accessory mode, consuming 
battery power.  

To avoid a flat battery next morning, turn the key 
anticlockwise THEN depress the black plunger on 
the binnacle immediately above the key and turn 
the key one more position anticlockwise until it is 
horizontal.  

 

Our champion winch driver Detlev Rueff was excited to 
drive the Toyota Hilux winch vehicle, recently 

refurbished by Terry Knight. 
Photo: Andrew Evans 

DO keep speeds down, and engine revs down. 
Ease it through the bumps, and don't take it bush.  

It is 33 years of age and we don't want to frighten 
it. Another minute per launch won't hurt, and could 
save many hours of repair work. 

Slow and easy gear changes are best - no forcing 
the stick. These 5 speed boxes are not bullet 
proof at all.  

I have fitted a tow ball. Use that ball and nothing 
else, to attach tow lines and wire. Leave the 
tailgate SHUT until further work is done on the 
mechanism. 

Tyres and wing mirrors will be replaced but in the 
meantime watch out for tyre pressures.  

Keep a daily eye on engine oil levels, at least 
until we have an idea of oil consumption. Keep 
level at top of the dipstick mark. 

Your daily inspection will also include: Check 
battery position - has it moved? Is it firm? Water 
(cold) should be near top of radiator. Fan belt 

should be in position and be tight. If you are 
uncertain what 'tight' means ask and be shown. 

Tyres should have no obvious bulges. There 
should be no obvious leaks or dribbles.  

On start-up, the battery warning light must 
extinguish. The oil light must extinguish. The 
water temperature gauge should be within the 
dial range and not in the red. 

Your speedo should never rise above 50 km/h 
and well below that when oozing gently over the 
bumps. 

In fact, why not treat all our vehicles this way? 

The winches have now been prepared for 
summer work.  

A problem arose with the yellow winch. The 
resident cows ate the link wiring that runs 
underground between the two winches.  

I have fixed that and it won't happen again, but 
note that the cable must be disconnected from its 
junction box prior to moving the winch from its 
present position.  

The same applies to the Club winch which has 
TWO cables to be undone. One is an earth bolted 
to a stake; the other is the signalling cable which 
enters a junction box within the lower rear cabin 
bulkhead. 

Talking about cows reminded me of an 
experience in the paddock a couple of days ago.  

Entering the stamping ground of the resident 
cattle beyond the electric fence, I was eyeballed 
by a great lump of testosterone that was suffering 
from Parkinsons Disease and kept throwing dirt 
over itself from his front hoof (No reference here 
to our Mike).  

At least 50 of his girlfriends looked on with some 
disdain. He too realised I was too old to be a 
threat and returned to his task, not wishing to 
miss anything. His girlfriends looked relieved.  

I do suggest that situational awareness applies in 
the winch paddock as much as in the air. 

When doing a daily inspection on the winches, 
please always check the fan belt is in position and 
tight.  

This is really quite critical. Engine destruction 
would result from a launch or two with no belt in 
place, because the coolant water pump cannot 
operate. 

One final reminder: DO check the voltage of your 
aircraft battery before installing it each day. 
Voltage less than 12.5 volts? It may not last a full 
day, so put it on charge at the charge station and 
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select another (better) battery for the day. Flying 
with less than a full charge can usually be 
avoided. 

Happy flying. See you on the field. 

 
TERRY KNIGHT 

T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO 

 

Welcome June and Andrew 

Welcome to our new members June and Andrew 
Murphy who enjoyed some mid-week flights in 
ASK21-GVA on 24th October 2016. 

 

New members June and Andrew Murphy with     
ASK21-GVA. 

Photo: Detlev Rueff 

Safety matters 

Ten Bucks in The Bank 

Nobody doubts that in soaring we sometimes 
encounter challenging situations. Similarly, we 
probably all recognise that we have finite physical 
/ mental / intellectual capacities, and that these 
capacities will differ from person to person, 
depending on the situation, depending on their 
skill, and depending on their level of current 
practice.  

Likewise, we understand that we get increasingly 
loaded as the challenges mount up. 

Hereôs a way of putting it: 

STRESS = DEMAND / CAPABILITY 

Thereôs a variation to this equation: 

RISK = DEMAND / (CAPABILITY*AWARENESS) 

In other words, a risk is lessened by our very 
awareness of it; or becomes acute and dangerous 
when awareness is lacking.  

Side-tracking for a moment, the term ñriskò has 
two distinct connotations. To the sportsman, the 
athlete, the pilot engaged in competing against 

him/her self or in a contest, risk is the possibility of 
a mistake that would have a bad effect on the 
performance outcome, but in order to gain the 
best result sometimes that risk has to be taken.  

On the other hand, and somewhat uniquely, we 
as glider pilots have to operate against the more 
serious risk of making a mistake that could be 
dangerous to our or othersô safety.  

That is a constant issue and a personal discourse 
that must go on internally all the time; appraisal, 
judgement, decision. 

But letôs focus on the first equation, remembering 
that one personôs stress is anotherôs stimulus so 
itôs not all bad; the most crucial component in the 
equation is that of capability, which amounts to 
money in the bank. 

Letôs think of ourselves as having ten dollarsô 
worth of mental capacity and that when this ten 
dollars is all spent, weôre going to lose it.  

Donôt laugh, this is exactly what happens when 
people reach their limits, get overloaded, develop 
tunnel vision, fly too slowly and / or in a skidding 
manner near the ground.  

But on the more positive side, those who are able 
to devote the most part of their thinking to making 
good decisions will invariably have better 
outcomes than those who have spent most of 
their ten bucks just flying the machine. 

Now letôs recognise that each action of our flying 
consumes some amount of our balance. Those 
actions which require conscious thought are going 
to consume more of our precious capacity than 
those which are so practised as to need no 
thought; that have become automatic responses, 
background stuff. 

Letôs give some consideration to foreground stuff 
vs background stuff, and recognise that if 
anything that should be in the ñbackgroundò 
column is consuming significant amounts of 
thought or effort, we need to practice that action 
until we get it off our ñforegroundò load and into 
background. 

For instance (you can make your own list): 

FOREGROUND 
STUFF 

BACKGROUND 
STUFF 

 

Whether to turn Which way to turn 

Deciding when/whether 
to leave this thermal 

Accurate attitude while 
thermalling; speed, 
angle of bank 

 Slipping turns; no 
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skidding, string to the 
outside 

 Recentring, 
manoeuvring 

Deciding Cruise Speed; 
MacCready block 
speed 

Maintaining cruise 
speed, following pattern 

Deciding where the sky 
is working 

 

Updating XCSoar; 
tactical decisions 

Following XCSoar 

Deciding whether final 
glide is doable 

Following the energy 
lines 

Monitoring final glide  

Drinking Having a timer to 
remind oneself to drink 

 

When background stuff gets into the foreground, 
thereôs potential trouble.  

Practise with a purpose; the aim is to get the 
routine stuff into background so as to free up 
oneôs mind to deal with observing and decision 
making.  

Calm and well considered decisions tend to be 
good ones. 

Practise, practise, practise, with a purpose. 

PAUL MANDER 

 

Women in Gliding Week at Mt Beauty 

The 2016 Women in Gliding gathering will be 
hosted by Mt Beauty Gliding Club at the             
Mt Beauty Airport from 3rd to 11th December 
2016.   

It is expected that 25 or more women glider pilots 
from all over Australia, with their gliders and 
crews, will attend to sample the excellent early 
summer soaring conditions, the great Mt Beauty 
Gliding Club hospitality and beautiful mountain 
scenery in the Kiewa Valley.   

Flights of up to 300km or more taking up to 5-6 
hours at heights up to 10,000ô are anticipated.  

Flights will be launched by winch and aerotow 
with some self-launching gliders attending as well. 

The social scene for the week will be set with our 
40 year anniversary celebration on 3rd December.  

 

 

Committee meeting 

The MBGC Committee met on 9th October 2016.  

 

MBGC Committee meeting 9th October 2016. Left to 
right Mark Bland, Terry Knight, Dave Ross, Mike 
Parkinson, Carrick Gill-Vallance, Andrew Evans. 
Missing in action, Ian Cohn and Steve Bradbury.  

Photo: Andrew Evans 

Business items discussed included: 

ü Chase-up of long term unfinancial 
members re intentions and refund of 
debentures. 

ü Strategic Plan update. 

ü Insurances. 

ü Addition of volunteer expectations to 
Membership Application Form. 

ü Sponsorship package for prospective 
instructors. 

ü 40th anniversary celebration 3rd December 
2016. 

ü Winch wire glider strike incident - 31st 
March 2016. 

ü GFA Club Health Check Survey. 

ü Airpark Hearing. 

ü Proposed airport improvements by Mt 
Beauty Airport Management Association 
(MBAMA). 

ü Club Manual. 

ü Retrieve vehicle improvement options. 

ü David Vigo condolences. 

ü Winch drum maintenance. 

ü Strategic Plan and Business Plan 
workshop 27th Nov 2016. 

ü MOU for use of yellow winch 

ü Water tank and pump proposal. 

ü Refrigerator for airport terminal building. 

ü Club rule for booking extended flights in 
Club gliders. 

ü Meeting room alternatives. 

ü Visitor briefing. 
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ASK21-GVA Form 2 

Our Club 2 seater glider ASK21-GVA underwent 

its annual Form 2 inspection during October by 

Mark Bland and his team of helpers. 

 

Terry Knight works on the tailwheel of ASK21-GVA for 
its Form 2 inspection. 

Photo: Mark Bland 

 

Dave Ross demonstrates his recently acquired 
airworthiness skills on ASK21-GVA. 

Photo: Andrew Evans 

 

 

The polishing team of Mike Parkinson and Ian Cohn on 
the wing of ASK21-GVA. 

Photo: Andrew Evans 

 

Andrew Evans buffs the wing of ASK21-GVA for a 
gleaming finish. 
Photo: Ian Cohn 

Albury Airport Open day 

Tony Edwards towed Mark Bland and Dave Ross 

to Albury in ASK21mi-GVS with his Cessna 180C-

WGD for the Albury Airport Open Day.  
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ASK21mI-GVS on tow to Albury. 
Photo: Mark Bland 

 

Visitor to Albury, Judy Purcell enjoyed trying out 
ASK21mi-GVS at the Albury Airport Open Day.  

Tony Edwardsô Cessna 180C-WGD in the background.  
Photo: Andrew Evans 

 

Mark Bland with Kitty Hawk and impressive  tractor at 
the Albury Airport Open Day. 

Photo: Dave Ross 

Porepunkah Fly-in aerotow day 

 

The intrepid glider pilots who braved windy conditions 

to attend the Porepunkah Fly-In. L to R Mark Bland, 

Tony Edwards, Terry Knight, Matt Woodhouse (GCV), 

Andrew Evans, Dave Ross, Ian Dealy, Atila Kerestes, 

Steve Bradbury.  

 

Tony Edwards Cessna 180C-WGD provided aerotows 

at the Porepunkah Fly-In. Standing L to R: Terry Knight, 

Matt Woodhouse (GCV) Steve Bradbury, Andrew 

Evans, Ian Dealy, Tony Edwards, Dave Ross, Shirley 

Knight, Atila Kerestes. Front Mark and Suzanne Bland 
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Shirley Knight, Suzanne Bland, Atila Kerestes, Steve 
Bradbury, Ian Dealy and Dave Ross at the Porepunkah 

Fly-In. 
Photo: Andrew Evans 

Booking extended flights in Club 
gliders  

The MBGC Committee recently approved a formal 
rule for booking club gliders for flights longer than 
the normally acceptable 1 hour duration when 
other prospective pilots are present, providing 
prior arrangements are made to do so. 

Members can see the full details in the Club 
Manual which is accessible in the Members Only 
section of the Club website at: 

http://www.mtbeautygliding.com/index.php?id=2. 

If you have lost the username and password for 
the Members Only section contact the Editor. 

 

Mike graduates from his Victa for 
mowing 

 

Mike Parkinson receiving tuition on airfield mowing from 
Mark Bland. 

Photo: Detlev Rueff 

 

Mark and Graham fly with Kiwis 

Mark Bland and Graham Levitt are in NZ on their 
annual pilgrimage to Omarama to fly with Kiwis.  

 

Graham Levitt in his Tiger Moth which is undergoing 
restoration at the Croydon Aircraft Company, 

Mandeville NZ. 
Photo: Mark Bland 

 

Graham Levitt languishing at the end of the queue with 
Twin Astir-GJW at Omarama NZ. He must have been 
too jet lagged to get up early after travelling from Oz! 

Photo: Mark Bland 

 

Mark Bland and Graham Levitt in Twin Astir-GJW at 
Omarama NZ. 

Photo: Mark Bland 

http://www.mtbeautygliding.com/index.php?id=2
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Mark Bland and Graham Levitt in Twin Astir-GJW at 
Omarama NZ. 

Photo: Mark Bland 

Hornet back in the air 

Itôs good to see our Hornet-GMK back in the air 

again after being in the hangar most of the winter 

due to rain. 

 

Dave Ross assists Carrick Gill-Vallance to prepare for a 
flight in our Club Hornet-GMK. 

Photo: Detlev Rueff 

 

Ian Dealy is happy to be back in the popular Club 
Hornet-GMK. 

Photo: Detlev Rueff 

Interesting Internet links 

Flying Mt Bogong in black and white. A video 
by Detlev Rueff 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZm8E_WtZYg
&feature=em-subs_digest 

Atila's flight over Mt Bogong 

https://youtu.be/wdO6cHGrGHw 

Ex RAAF Hornet pilot Matt Hall demonstrating a 
stall in a turn 

http://www.boldmethod.com/blog/video/2015/03/pil
ot-skims-the-water-in-air-race/ 

Spin trials 

The two links below have been provided by the US 
Air Force and show a test pilot conducting spin 
trials in a DG 1000. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fqys-dNlWAo 

As above but with split screen (cockpit and ground 
cameras) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ung4gmrqSU 

Another DG 1000 with a tail mounted camera 
showing the considerable buffeting on the tail in a 
spin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLBlUUQzvYY 

Float plane take-off from concrete runway 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/7osw2jcsi6Q?rel
=0 

Frigate birds 

A fascinating study in nature which documents how 
frigatebirds are able to cross oceans without 
flapping, using thermals over water, while asleep. 

Amazingly they manage to thermal with only one 
eye open and one brain hemisphere asleep, which 
suggests there may be more in common between 
glider pilots and frigatebirds than previously 
thought. 

http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms12468 

 

Upcoming events 

13th Nov 2016, 9.00am - Safety Committee 
meeting at Mt Beauty airport terminal building. 

13th Nov 2016, 9.45am - Instructors Panel 
meeting at Mt Beauty airport terminal building. 

19th to 25th Nov - Leeton gliding camp. 

26th Nov 2016 - Gathering of the Moths Airsports 

Event, Mt Beauty 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZm8E_WtZYg&feature=em-subs_digest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZm8E_WtZYg&feature=em-subs_digest
https://youtu.be/wdO6cHGrGHw
http://www.boldmethod.com/blog/video/2015/03/pilot-skims-the-water-in-air-race/
http://www.boldmethod.com/blog/video/2015/03/pilot-skims-the-water-in-air-race/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fqys-dNlWAo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ung4gmrqSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLBlUUQzvYY
https://www.youtube.com/embed/7osw2jcsi6Q?rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/embed/7osw2jcsi6Q?rel=0
http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms12468
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27th Nov 2016 - MBGC Strategic Plan and 
Business Plan workshop. 

28th to 30th Dec 2016 - Libelle Gathering at the 
Bendigo Gliding Club. 

See the link below for details. 

http://www.bendigogliding.org.au/Main/libellegather
ing 

3rd Dec 2016 - MBGC 40th anniversary celebration 
in conjunction with Women in Gliding Week. 
 
3rd to 11th Dec 2016 - Women in Gliding week at 
Mt Beauty. 
 
14th to 20th Dec 2016 - Australian leg of the 8th 
Series of the Sailplane Grand Prix at Horsham. 
See the link below for details. 

tp://www.sgp.aero/australia2016.aspx?contestID=
27849 
 
8th Jan 2017 - Committee meeting 

5th Feb 2017 - MBGC AGM 

 

Winch driver tally  

Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from   
1st January 2016 are shown below: 

Detlev Rueff 222 

Mark Bland 143 

Greg Wilson 86 

Atila Kerestes 48 

Duncan Robertson 33 

Andrew Evans 32 

Ian Cohn 26 

Mike Pobjoy 22 

Ollie Barthelmes 13 

Peter Demeo 11 

Terry Knight 10 

Mike Parkinson 10 

Ron Boxhall 9 

Richard Grohmann 9 

Adam Bland 8 

Steve Bradbury 7 

David Ross 6 

Gary Mason 6 

Bernie OôDonnell 6 

Reuben Lane 5 

Richard Todd 5 

Carrick Gill-Vallance 2 

Graham Levitt 1 

Mark Lucey 1 

Phil Henderson 1 

If you are not currently qualified to operate the 
winch, why not consider obtaining training and 
help share the workload?  

There are three annual prizes for the most active 
winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just ask 
Detlev). 

 

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster 

Donôt forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book 
your training or check flight requirements prior to 
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing 
resources. Donôt just turn up on the day expecting 
to receive instruction without prior notification.  

If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty 
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to 
arrange a replacement and let Secretary Mike 
Parkinson know who you have swapped with.  

Contact Mike at mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au or 
0413 736 145. All members intending to fly are 
requested to be at the airfield no later than 
10.30am to attend the daily briefing. 

Duty Instructor Roster 

Updated 2nd October 2016 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bendigogliding.org.au/Main/libellegathering
http://www.bendigogliding.org.au/Main/libellegathering
http://www.sgp.aero/australia2016.aspx?contestID=27849
http://www.sgp.aero/australia2016.aspx?contestID=27849
mailto:mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au







