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Club, plus a lot of work by the Committee and
following a workshop involving members.
All that remains to complete the Strategic Plan is to
agree on immediate priorities of initiatives for our
Operational Plan for 2017.
A final workshop is planned for 26th November
2016 to complete the Strategic Plan and to agree
on priorities for major asset purchases on a rolling
4 year time frame for our Business Plan. Members
are encouraged to attend this workshop to have
their say in this important planning process.
Hot water service for terminal building
As a result of my submission to the Mt Beauty
Airport Management Association, a gas hot water
service has been installed by plumber Graham
Boote in the airfield terminal building.

MBGC President’s Report
Strategic Plan and Business
Plan
Last week I met with new
MBGC member Kathie Heyman
to plan the next stage of our
Strategic and Business Plans.
We are lucky to have access to
Kathie’s professional expertise
in corporate planning.
Our Strategic Plan is about 95% complete after a
comprehensive survey of all members to determine
members’ priorities for the future direction of our

Plumber Graham Boote of Essential Plumbing
Services Mt Beauty with the new hot water service
for the Mt Beauty Airport terminal building.
Photo: Andrew Evans
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Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR

CFI report
As
the
wet
weather
continues I’ve just returned
from another Australian Air
Force Cadets gliding camp
in Charters Towers where it
was about 34 degrees with
fluffy cumulus at 6000’ most
days.
New taxiway under construction.
Photo: Mark Bland

Hopefully better weather is fast approaching (did I
say that last month?) which should inspire you to
do more gliding, and if not already get yourselves
current again.
What does staying current mean? I did a bit of
surfing and found a few suggestions:
http://www.flyingmag.com/technique/proficiency/pil
ot-currency-requirements
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/activepilots/safety-and-technique/currency-vs-proficiency

Mark Bland in yellow (left) and Graham Levitt (right)
with cadets at the Australian Air Force Cadets gliding
camp, Charters Towers.

Which is safer, a 10,000-hour pilot who has flown
only 20 hours in the last year or a 200-hour pilot
who has flown frequently in the last month? Often
it's the latter, which is an excellent argument for
staying current.
Flying an airplane is not like riding a bicycle; if you
don't use the skills, you'll lose them.
Currency and proficiency have similar definitions
and they do complement each other, but neither
one is a replacement for the other.
Being current under the Aviation Regulations
means that you have met the requirements to act
as a pilot in command of an aircraft within a certain
time period.

Cadet Annaliese Palmer and Mark Bland with Blanik at
Charters Towers AAFC camp.

While away work on the new taxiway
commenced at Mt Beauty from the hangars to the
runway so we will now have easier access to the
runway during very wet periods like we’ve
experienced the past few months.

Being proficient means, according to Webster's
College Dictionary, "fully competent in any art,
science, or subject." You can be current without
being a proficient pilot, but if you are proficient,
most likely you have also met the currency
requirements to get to that point.
Learning how to become current is as easy as
reading the FARs for the type of flying that you are
going to do.
To act as pilot in command of an aircraft, you need
to have accomplished a AFR (flight review) or one
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of the exceptions within the preceding 12 calendar
months.
To be able to carry passengers, you need at least
three take-offs and three landings within the
preceding 90 days.
Check
out
Currency
Barometer
at
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/safety/currenc
y-barometer-pdf/

I am looking forward to a very busy flying season
and after such a long and wet winter I expect you
all feel the same.
The airfield is starting to dry out and the Airport
Management Association has constructed a dry
taxiway from the hangars to the strip. This will
result in easier access to the strip for our aircraft,
and less mud in the wheel and brake housings.
Remember to wash these areas thoroughly after
your own flights, especially if you have used the
grassed areas.
The Association has also installed a hot water
supply in the Terminal. This will make our social
events easier to manage and our catering bods
will be grateful. This column has promoted our
social events in the past so keep watch for
forthcoming dates.
The newly modified winch drum is performing well
although it hasn't had much use since being
installed (on the day we left for Darwin!).
This will change as the season heats up, and our
valley becomes the hub of Alpine flying once
again. How many new Members can you sign up
this season?
Ian and Andrew's ASW19-EAT new Form 2
inspection has been completed and the Club's
ASK21-GVA is next in line, before the Leeton
event. Call Mark if you are going.
Form 2 inspections require a lot of work and much
of it can be done by members with no prior
maintenance experience. If you feel up to a bout
of wing or fuselage polishing or general
assistance, give Mark a call and express your
interest. Given that the Club's inspections are
performed at no cost to the Members, and that
saves around $5000 plus several weeks away at
another inspector's base, it is easy to see how this
work contributes to our low flying costs.

MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
After several months away
in Europe and tropical Oz
there
has
been
no
opportunity to fly, so a
long flight this week with
Mark was a special event.
Returning to Mt Beauty
was an eye opener, with
flooded paddocks and
eroded streams the norm.

Trailers need their own maintenance and annual
inspections, and I will appreciate any time you can
spare to that end.
New versions of the Club's manuals and briefings
for visiting pilots have or are being prepared, and
every Member will want to be on top of new safety
and flight procedures. These are always live
documents, and it is important that we are all
aware of the efforts the Committee makes
towards safer and simpler flying. Read these
documents.
Some of our flight requirements are different to
those in use elsewhere, to ensure safe flight in
our unique area. We can all assist visiting pilots
by being able to guide them towards those points
of difference when asked.
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Matters such as mandatory carriage and use of
VHF radio, winch launching, and reciprocal
runway use, may not be familiar to some visiting
pilots.

This was organised by Justin Couch who rode his
motorbike down from Sydney to run the
workshop, and see if there was enough interest to
get a movement going.

One final plea: should you observe something that
may benefit from repair or attention, please let me
know. I am not looking for jobs but a stitch in time
----

I was particularly interested as I've been involved
in virtual reality for planning and architecture, and
I've also made good use of simulators for my
radio control model flying.

See you on the field.

In short thanks to the high level of interest the
Association has authorised Justin to look at the
possibility of following the French example, and
develop a standard simulator to offer to clubs.

TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Safety matters
Club Safety Officer appointment
The Safety Committee accepted the resignation of
Phil O’Bryan as Club Safety Officer with regret at
the last meeting of the Safety Committee.
The Safety Committee thanked Phil for his
excellent contribution as CSO.
The Safety Committee is pleased to announce
that Graham Levitt has accepted the role of Club
Safety Officer.
Thank you Graham for taking on this important
role.

The GFA has had a state simulator at Benalla for
some time, making use of an old fuselage and
home-made components and by all reports it has
been very effective, but is prone to breakdowns.
I’m told Lake Keepit also have a simulator also
based around an IS28 forward fuselage with a 3
projector surround screen.
It even includes the retractable wheel, which goes
up and down so that the student can appreciate
the force required to raise the wheel.
A standardised system, possibly using the French
components is likely to be cheaper and more
reliable in the long run.

ANDREW EVANS
SAFETY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Women in Gliding Week at Mt Beauty
The 2016 Women in Gliding gathering will be
hosted by Mt Beauty Gliding Club at the
Mt Beauty Airport from 3rd to 11th December
2016.
It is expected that 25 or more women glider pilots
from all over Australia, with their gliders and
crews, will attend to sample the excellent early
summer soaring conditions, the great Mt Beauty
Gliding Club hospitality and beautiful mountain
scenery in the Kiewa Valley.
Flights of up to 300km or more taking up to 5-6
hours at heights up to 10,000’ are anticipated.
Flights will be launched by winch and aerotow
with some self-launching gliders attending as well.

The Benalla simulator in use…with audience.
Photo: Stephen Axford

The consensus seems to be that a good visual
display combined with an immersive environment
i.e. a realistic cockpit .... is more important than
expensive motion platforms or 3D projection.

The social scene for the week will be set with our
40 year anniversary celebration on 3rd December.

The French system uses a purpose built cockpit
that can be fitted out to replicate your needs such
as the layout of an ASK21, and it looks pretty
cool!

Simulator workshop

Is it worth considering? The evidence is mounting
that simulators can shorten flight training provided
it's done in a structured way to augment normal
flight training, but there are lots of other potential
benefits. These include:

Recently Dave Ross and I attended a workshop
on the use of simulators within gliding as a special
event of the AGM.
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Great for community demonstrations;
Training can continue at night, or when
the airport is too wet (!) etc;
An activity that can be done while waiting
around to fly;
Attractive to the younger generations. In
fact expected!
Instructors don't need a medical;
You can quickly return to a situation to
practise it over and over;
You can experience situations and
failures too dangerous to practise in life;
Did I mention it looks cool?

longer supporting this aircraft beyond 30 years
life.

An issue for Mt Beauty would be where do we put
a simulator, since we don’t really have a club
room. Maybe we could adapt an old caravan?
There are a few limitations at present. One is
there isn't a really good gliding simulator software
out there...ones like CONDOR and MS Flight
Simulator can be made to work but development
of these seems to have stagnated and their
thermal simulation is apparently not very realistic.
In any case at present most of the benefits may
be in the launch, circuit and landing phases.

Our former Club 2 seater IS28-WVU with rainbow in
2006. L to R Mark Bland, Adam Bland, Ian Douglas
Photo: George Skarbek

Good weather for ducks
What do you do when it’s too wet too fly at Mt
Beauty airfield – you mess about in boats.

I’ve been having some fun with an open source
program called FlightGear and if a community of
users get serious it could be developed further.
You
can
download
this
free
at
http://www.flightgear.org/download/ and all you
need is a reasonable joystick (one with feedback
preferred) and you are away!
Finally, we got to try out the latest in VR using an
Occulus Rift VR headset. These are the latest
release VR goggles and I found them to be really
effective and a lot of fun as well.
This could be the way of the future, but we will
need sophisticated haptic (feedback) systems to
be able to work with a virtual cockpit, and it's more
difficult for an instructor to supervise a student.
When prices come down a little I will go for
something like this if only for personal
entertainment.

Mark Bland shows his boating skills on a flooded
airstrip at Mt Beauty on 13th September.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Or you go for a flight with Ian Dealy in his Jabiru
at Holbrook.

If you want to keep up with what’s going on
contact Justin at sim@glidingaustralia.org.
STEPHEN AXFORD

Blast from the past
A beautiful photo of our beloved IS28-WVU taken
on 15th April 2006 by George Skarbek.
WVU was tragically scrapped in 2012 although
still completely airworthy and in excellent
condition, due to the manufacturer Brasov no

Ian Dealy carries out pre-flight checks on his Jabiru
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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ASK21-GVA visits Albury for Speed Week
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gqu38HVgbA
So you think you want a motor glider – an
interesting expose
http://www.nadler.com/papers/2014_So_You_Thi
nk_You_Want_A_Motorglider_MS_PPT_updated
_with_speaker_notes.pdf
Why skids are more dangerous than slips
Detlev Rueff prepares for his flight with Ian Dealy.
Photo: Ian Dealy

http://www.boldmethod.com/lea…/aerodynamics/s
lip-skid-stall/
Morning Glory on SBS

Last day of the ski season
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/n
atural-wonders/the-morning-glory--the-spectacularaustralian-meteorological-phenomena-mostaustralians-have-never-heard-of/newsstory/715bfa2675f426f20d89beeaed324c31
http://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/video/52148435
5510/secrets-of-a-strange-cloud
Debate on the future of gliding
http://www.dg-flugzeugbau.de/index.php?id=603
Boating on Mt Beauty airfield
https://youtu.be/tI_Hw3625Wo

Upcoming events
Mark Bland enjoyed a flight in ASKmi21-GVS over
snow capped alps on the last day of the 2016 ski
season.
Photo: Mark Bland

Interesting Internet links
Why the “Miracle on the Hudson” in the new
movie “Sully” was no crash landing

9th October 2016 - MBGC Committee meeting.
29th Oct to 1st Nov 2016 - November Coaching
Weekend Bendigo Gliding Club
26th Nov 2016 - Gathering of the Moths Airsports
Event, Mt Beauty
29th Oct to 1st Nov 2016 - Bendigo Gliding Club
coaching weekend

An interesting analysis, but it fails to mention that
the pilot “Sully” was also an experienced glider
pilot. Also is it a “miracle” when thorough training,
experience and a cool head avert a possible
disaster?

26th Nov 2016 - MBGC Strategic Plan and
Business Plan workshop. Venue TBA.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-08/miracleon-the-hudson-no-crash-landing/7823810

See the link below for details.

Rattlesden Gliding Club promo video
https://www.facebook.com/rattlesdengliding/video
s/vb.397768820319145/1075670505862303/?typ
e=2&theater

28th to 30th Dec 2016 - A Libelle Gathering at the
Bendigo Gliding Club.

http://www.bendigogliding.org.au/Main/libellegather
ing
3rd Dec 2016 - MBGC 40th anniversary celebration
in conjunction with Women in Gliding Week.
3rd to 11th Dec 2016 - Women in Gliding week at
Mt Beauty.
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14th to 20th Dec 2016 - Australian leg of the 8th
Series of the Sailplane Grand Prix at Horsham.
See the link below for details.
tp://www.sgp.aero/australia2016.aspx?contestID=
27849

Winch driver tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2016 are shown below:
Detlev Rueff

202

Mark Bland

131

Greg Wilson

80

Atila Kerestes

46

Duncan Robertson

33

Andrew Evans

32

Ian Cohn

24

Mike Pobjoy

21

Ollie Barthelmes

11

Terry Knight

9

Adam Bland

8

Mike Parkinson

8

Steve Bradbury

7

Richard Grohmann

6

Gary Mason

6

Bernie O’Donnell

6

Reuben Lane

5

Richard Todd

5

David Ross

3

Graham Levitt

1

Mark Lucey

1

Phil Henderson

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources. Don’t just turn up on the day expecting
to receive instruction without prior notification.

If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Secretary Mike
Parkinson know who you have swapped with.
Contact Mike at mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au or
0413 736 145. All members intending to fly are
requested to be at the airfield no later than
10.30am to attend the daily briefing.
Duty Instructor Roster
2nd

Updated

October 2016

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Peter Demeo

0428 264 110
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Duty Pilot Roster

Mike Parkinson enjoyed his first flight in Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Mark Bland

MISCELLANEOUS PILOT EQUIPMENT
Icom A6 transceiver (model up from A15) $200.
Pilot gloves, mirror, binoculars, and maps. Ask
and be surprised.
Contact Mike:
E: mikepobjoy@yahoo.com.au
T: 02 6059 1417
…………………………………………………………
CIRRUS 75 - IUV
Airframe and wings professionally refinished by
Rowe Aviation Services.


No crazing or cracking on the gel coat.



New instrument panel with the following
units:

MIKE PARKINSON
SECRETARY

 Xcom VHF radio with press to talk,




For sale classifieds
PILATUS B4 GLIDER VH-GCD
Currently airworthy with 40 yearly inspection
completed in September 2015.



Open trailer.
Price $8,000 ono
Contact Andrew:
E: skyfox49@gmail.com
M: 0409 277 328



rear speaker and boom mike.
Swiss FLARM.
Tasman V1000 vario.
PDA mount on panel with 20 cm
extension.
Tasman flight pack air data engine coupled to Tasman vario, Swiss flarm,
temperature probe, pitot and static
vents and PDA.

Mountain high oxygen, AL180 bottle with
EDS oxygen regulator.

 Clam shell trailer with mechanical brakes.
Price $19,500
Contact Richard Todd:
E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com
M: 0477 817 220
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Cirrus-GUV

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 23rd October 2016.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
Cirrus-GUV
Photo: Richard Todd

A word from our sponsors

Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.

ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR

MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.
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