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MBGC President’s Report
Not much to report this month
as our operations have been
continually hampered by rain
for the past six weeks,
although Mark Bland and Ian
Cohn did manage to squeeze
in a few gumboot flights last
weekend
in
ASK21-GVA
before dismantling the winch
for repairs.
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In my 27 years of membership of the Club I
cannot remember such an extended interruption.
Admittedly in the early days the Club did shut
down for the winter and the winch was returned to
the hangar.
Major thanks are due to Terry Knight our
Technical Officer Operations / Airworthiness and
Radio and his helpers this month for the excellent
work he has performed on the Club winch to
replace warped flanges. See his story later in this
edition.
Members may have noticed that weekly emails
are now being sent to all members before each
weekend to advise of flying operations plans for
the ensuing weekend.
When the rain finally stops and the airfield dries
out sufficiently to resume gliding operations,
reminders for Duty Instructors and Duty Pilots will
also be advised in these emails so that members
will know who to contact if they wish to receive
instruction or book club aircraft for weekend flying.
If you are rostered for duty please ensure you
arrange a replacement if you can’t make it.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
No club flying for over a
month
now
due
to
continued wet and wild
conditions and the wintery
weather looks set to
continue for a while yet. I
did manage a short flight in
GVS a few weeks ago prior
to de-rigging for its Form 2.
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I can’t remember however the last time we had this
much rain. Even a ten day holiday in Tasmania
provided better weather than Mt Beauty although
the boat ride across Bass Straight had its moments
with over 140 kph winds.
Suzanne and I both survived and didn’t need the
bag so I guess we deserve out sea wings!
Back home and trying to complete the Form 2 in a
cold hangar it’s hard to stay motivated.
In addition, with the Club’s ASK21-GVA’s spin kit
now installed, I’ve become a smelting foundry
operator converting a bucket of lead wheel weights
into 12 X 1 kg lead discs. It would have been
rather expensive to get 12 kg of lead mailed out
from Germany.
After several unsuccessful attempts with a wooden
mould Club member Richard Grohmann came to
the rescue with a deluxe stainless steel one made
at his employers’ workshop.
The end result is that we will now have a glider that
will spin and will be able to satisfy GFA’s
requirement to complete Annual Spin Checks as
part of the Flight Review. Please read:
http://glidingaustralia.org/mag/GA26/files/res/pages
/page_0034.swf )
Pre solo students will also get to experience full
spin training.
If and when the weather starts to get better most
members will be due for their Annual Flight
Review:
http://glidingaustralia.org/mag/GA26/files/res/pages
/page_0034.swf
http://doc.glidingaustralia.org/index.php?option=co
m_docman&view=download&alias=1394-oan-0212-annual-flightreviews&category_slug=operations-advicenotices&Itemid=101
This is a good time to learn something new and get
yourself current again. If you take the time to read
the above link you will understand that there is
more to the AFR than one short circuit.
Even if you satisfy the requirements in several
flights you should make an effort to have a longer
flight with an instructor at some time.
Even instructors should fly together occasionally
on an extended soaring flight to properly evaluate
flying skills and weaknesses.
Spinning
There are 3 stages of spin training in gliders; spin
prevention, recovery at the early or incipient stage,
and the full spin and its recovery.
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Glider characteristics in stalling and spinning have
changed somewhat over the years and it is
sufficient to say here that a pilot should be
conversant with the qualities of the glider he flies;
such as its pre-spin behaviour and warning
symptoms, and its behaviour in the various stages
of any spin which may develop.
Strict adherence to the concept of "safe speed
near the ground" should, in theory, be enough
protection to keep spin problems at bay but life
isn't like that and we get enough spin accidents
and near-accidents in any one year to make it
necessary to train pilots to be knowledgeable and
confident in all aspects of spinning.
No part of spin training and checking can be
neglected.
For private owners, it is entirely appropriate to take
a look at their glider's Flight Manual and discuss
the stall / spin characteristics of their machine.
Many high performance gliders are not certified for
intentional spinning but this does not mean they
won't spin!
The limitation is usually a consequence of the
likelihood of exceeding the glider's VNE in the spin
recovery should you get in one.
A discussion of how unintentional spins occur
followed by some airborne exercises of such
situations and possible extreme recovery attitudes,
is likely to be worthwhile for the private owner who
may not have done such flying for some time.
An example of such a situation would be a
competition finish that goes wrong, for whatever
reason, and leaves the pilot in an unfamiliar
position / attitude low to the ground... running out
of airspeed, altitude and ideas.
See more spin articles at:
http://www.flsc.org/portals/12/PDF/Spinning.pdf
http://www.paul.moggach.yorksoaring.com/GliderIn
structorGSX/full_spins.html
MARK BLAND
CFI

Terry’s maintenance column
The prolonged wet spell
has halted winch activities
and also slowed some
planned maintenance on
the Club winch.
Members
will
have
noticed the increasing
distortion of the cable
drum outer flange.
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This has been replaced with a modified design
where the modified flange has been laser cut,
reinforcing has been rolled, and the assembly will
be welded on in place of the old section.
It took welder Brett Abbey and I around 32 man
hours over two solid days to do the job, in addition
to Mark Bland and I removing it from the winch.
Unknown to us until the old flange was cut off, the
drum required an additional full circular weld, grind
back, then a final full circle weld to that, to properly
join the original internal face to the core because
the original was poorly / not welded.

It is a sobering reality that the commercial price for
the work would be approximately $2700 and this is
'merely' to replace a flange.
This is an example of the order of costs we would
encounter if / when we proceed with the building of
a new club winch.
I am hoping for some clear weather and the old girl
will have a new lease of life.
Car and winch batteries will all need a full charge
before the Spring flying kicks in.
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Vale Dave Vigo
My over the creek neighbour and friend, Dave,
passed on recently after a prolonged and
courageous fight with Lymphoma.
Dave was a long term supporter of MBGC and
husband of prominent club member Kitty. Dave
occasionally flew in club gliders.

Terry Knight working on the winch drum flange
replacement.
Photo: Mark Bland

This accounted for around 5 man hours extra and
another fist-full of welding rods!

Dave was a foundation student (Arts) with me
(Engineering) at Monash University in 1961, and
after a stint working in the Monash University
library, embarked on a career in the music
industry as a promoter and entrepreneur.
Astutely
recognising
beauty,
intellect,
resourcefulness, determination and quality, he
wooed and won Kitty, and they married in 1973.

The finished job comprises a newly designed
replacement outer flange, and a sufficiently
straightened and strengthened inner flange.

Dave and Kitty on their wedding day
The magnificent completed winch drum.
Photo: Mark Bland

We should have a much better winch and the effort
was well worth it in my view. I hope the members
appreciate it by flying at a much increased rate.

With his business partner Cliff Hocking, he
arranged Australian and New Zealand tours of
many famous international musicians such as
Cleo Laine, Allen Ginsberg, Victor Borge,
Stephane Grappelli, John Williams, Ravi Shankar,
Ute Lemper, Kronos Quartet and Stevie Ray
Vaughan.

The final cost will be about $1300.
Alpine Flyer
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Dave had a great repertoire of fascinating stories
regarding the eccentricities and foibles of the
artists he dealt with.
Together with his business partners he founded
the world famous Soweto Gospel Choir which has
performed at Mt Beauty several times in charity
performances supporting the local fire brigades
and the Mt Beauty Neighbourhood Centre.
One of Dave’s passions was identification and
study of birds, and I had many discussions with
him on the identification and characteristics of
soaring birds that I had come across whilst
gliding, mainly wedge tailed eagles of course.
Dave lived life to the full, and could be described
as a bon vivant and optimist.

risk component than the already high risk the
claimant willingly accepted when accepting the
flight and the inherent risk. Gliding does not
attract airline safety standards.
It is clear that the Club and its Members must
make sure that their passengers are aware they
are engaging in a high risk sporting activity.
Those of our Members who require personal
accident (flying) insurance should carry their own,
with a clause covering Gliding.
Our Club maintains a number of policies for third
party personal liability; and Property Damage.
These cover (1) our aircraft and their activities
(but not their crews) under Aircraft Insurance
policies written for each Club owned aircraft; and
(2) our Airfield activities, under a Hangar Keepers
Liability Policy (HKL).
This HKL covers all our Members including our
Committee Members who must all be paid up
members of the GFA, against claims made
against them whilst they are engaging in activities
on the Airfield required by the Club.
In other words, if you are run over on a non-flying
weekend whilst picking mushrooms on the
runway, do not expect the Club Insurer to be
interested. You can't sue yourself successfully.

Faith Klein, Dave Vigo, Diana Bukovac and Susie Cohn
socialising at the Mt Beauty Bakery.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Our deep sympathies and condolences go to
Kitty, daughter Kate, brother John and other
family members.
Dave, rest in peace.
IAN COHN

Insurance
The MBGC Committee asked our resident guru
on everything, Terry Knight to provide an article
for “Alpine Flyer” to explain the intricacies of
insurance as it affects our gliding operations. Here
is Terry’s expose.
This is NOT a legal document. It is written for the
guidance and information of MBGC members. If
you wish to be legally assured of any points,
please see your own adviser.
Our sport of gliding is considered by insurers to
be a high risk activity. Simplistically, this means
that when a person engages in such activity, as a
passenger or pilot, they should be aware of the
risk and the likelihood of a successful claim
following a routine incident becomes rather dim.
For a claim to be considered the incident that
resulted in a claim generally will have a greater
Alpine Flyer

Further, it is rarely possible to claim damages for
your personal injury when caused by yourself or
your club, against the Club's insurer which is also
your insurer.
The Club's assets such as vehicles, hangar,
winches, tools, solar installation etc are not
insured under the HKL policy, nor are any aircraft.
All aircraft stored in the Club hangar are insured,
or should be insured, under their own individual
policies. The Club is not responsible for
equipment and aircraft in the hangar that are not
owned by the Club.
On the other hand if a privately owned vehicle
such as yours or mine is damaged on the airfield
because of a Club sponsored activity, it is
covered. I suspect that the vehicle insurance
policy would also involved if it existed. However,
do not even think of running into my Landrover.
Excess payments apply. 'Excess' is the amount
the Club has to fund before seeing any insurance
policy money.
The excess for our HKL policy is $1m for each of
third party claims and asset claims. A lot.
The good news is that the Club's membership of
the Gliding Federation of Australia (GFA) provides
it with the GFA's Broad Based Liability (BBL)
policy.
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This covers us for the entire $1m of the HKL
excess, except for asset damage where a $2,500
excess applies.

What members do when it’s too wet to
fly at Mt Beauty

The BBL covers the rest up to $1m, and HKL
covers sums above that.

MBGC members head for the hills in winter to ski
at Falls Creek Resort when six weeks of
continuing rain makes our airfield too wet for
gliding operations.

This GFA BBL policy also provides some
coverage for AE passengers who have completed
an application for temporary membership of the
GFA prior to flight, and for friends and family flying
with a suitably endorsed Club pilot.
There is an enormous quantity of ifs, ins, outs and
escape clauses in these insurances as with all
insurances, but I have written the above to give
Members a broad understanding of their Club's
Insurance liability policies.
Essentially and in summary, you and your Club
are protected against claims that may be made
against you.
You are (generally) not protected from claims you
may make against yourself and would need to
take out personal accident insurance coverage in
your own name with your own insurer if that is
what your situation requires.

Duncan Robertson shows his instructing style at Falls
Creek.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

In my case of old age, I have not bothered. If I
was a youngster with a growing family, I would
consider it.
TERRY KNIGHT
TECHNICAL OFFICER OPERATIONS,
AIRWORTHINESS, RADIO

Glider display - Albury SPEED
Exhibition Launch - 20 August 2016
Murray Arts Museum Albury (MAMA) is conducting
the SPEED Exhibition: faster, larger, stronger,
quieter on 20th August 2016.

Detlev Rueff at Falls Creek.
Photo: Duncan Robertson

The exhibition will celebrate the pioneering
engineering spirit of vehicle invention through
interactive works, engaging programs and
contemporary art.
MBGC will provide our Club glider ASK21-GVA for
a display for club exposure and promotion of Air
Experience flights.
This is shaping up as a big event with possibly
over 1000 people attending.
Volunteers are sought to help with our display. The
first batch of volunteers will need to be set up on
site by 0715 to help set up the marquee, BBQ and
GVA.
Contact Mark Bland marklibelle@gmail.com or
0417 565 514 if you are able to help.
Andrew Evans at Falls Creek braving a blizzard.
Photo: A friendly snow bunny

Alpine Flyer
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Committee meeting
A MBGC Committee meeting was conducted at
Ian and Susie Cohn’s residence on 10th July.
New business discussed included:
 David Vigo condolences;
 GFA Club Health Check Survey;
 Airpark Hearing;
 Airport improvements by Airport
Committee;
 Club Policies and Rules Manual;
 Introduction of annual invoicing of
membership fees;
 Retrieve vehicle improvement options;
 Winch drum maintenance;
 Radio interview with Ian Cohn.

Committee meeting 10th July 2016. Left to right Andrew
Evans, Ian Cohn, Mike Parkinson, Terry Knight, Steve
Bradbury, Carrick Gill-Vallance. Dave Ross joined by
teleconference. Absent - Mark Bland.
Photo: Susie Cohn

Women in Gliding Week at Mt Beauty
The 2016 Women in Gliding gathering will be
hosted by Mt Beauty Gliding Club at the Mt
Beauty Airport from 3rd to 11th December 2016.
It is expected that 25 or more women glider pilots
from all over Australia, with their gliders and
crews, will attend to sample the excellent early
summer soaring conditions, the great Mt Beauty
Gliding Club hospitality and beautiful mountain
scenery in the Kiewa Valley.
Flights of up to 300km or more taking up to 5-6
hours at heights up to 3,000m are anticipated.
Flights will be launched by winch and aerotow
with some self-launching gliders attending as well.
The social scene for the week will be set with our
40 year anniversary celebration on 3rd December.

Bristol Boxkite pictured below at the RAAF
Centenary Air Pageant at Point Cook in March 2014.

The Boxkite was built by Wing Commander (retd)
Geoff Mathews and Group Captain (retd) Ron
Gretton in their own time to original plans using
original materials where possible.
When they completed the project they donated it to
the RAAF Museum at Point Cook. It first flew in
September 2013.

The RAAF insisted on the fitment of a radio and
instruments.
The RAAF then decided it would never fly again, due
to risk management issues, much to the
disappointment of Ron and Geoff.

Steve Becker - Squadron Leader (pilot) with Mark
Skidmore - CEO CASA and Brett Clowes - Asst.
Technical Curator RAAF Museum Pt Cook.
Photo: Mike Parkinson

For more information see:
http://www.australianflying.com.au/news/boxkit
e-replica-flies-at-point-cook
http://www.boxkite2014.org/updates/updates.ht
m
MIKE PARKINSON

For the history buffs - can you
recognise this aircraft component?
This is an exhibit I prepared for the Pt Cook RAAF
museum.
It is now on display in the main section in a show
case.

Steve Becker flying his motor glider

For anyone who recognises it. It is the master
connecting rod of a radial engine. In this case a
Pratt and Whitney R1830 Twin Wasp from a
Douglas DC3.

MBGC member and Squadron Leader test pilot
Steve Becker flew the last flight of the replica

The master rod is fixed, the other six are
articulated.

Alpine Flyer
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Space Shuttle, Best view of shuttle landing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ189a3Wnk
4

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2016 are shown below:
Detlev Rueff

149

Mark Bland

101

Greg Wilson

74

Atila Kerestes

42

Duncan Robertson

33

Andrew Evans

32

Ian Cohn

23

Mike Pobjoy

18

Ollie Barthelmes

11

Terry Knight

9

Steve Bradbury

7

20 Aug to 6th Nov 2016 - Murray Arts Museum
Albury SPEED Exhibition: Faster, larger, stronger,
quieter. MBGC will provide our glider ASK21-GVA
for a display.

Adam Bland

7

Gary Mason

6

Reuben Lane

5

Late 2016 at date TBA - A Libelle Gathering at the
Bendigo Gliding Club.

Richard Todd

4

Master connecting rod of a Douglas DC3 radial engine.
Photo: Mike Parkinson

As a matter of interest the gudgeon pins are
interference fit. It took over 10 tonnes of pressure
to push them out.
MIKE PARKINSON

Upcoming Events
14th Aug 2016 - MBGC Safety Committee meeting
th

David Ross

3

See the link below for details.

Mike Parkinson

3

http://www.bendigogliding.org.au/Main/libellegather
ing

Bernie O’Donnell

3

3rd Dec 2016 - MBGC 40th anniversary celebration
in conjunction with Women in Gliding Week.

Graham Levitt

1

Mark Lucey

1

Richard Grohmann

1

Phil Henderson

1

3rd to 11th Dec 2016 - Women in Gliding week at
Mt Beauty.
14th to 20th Dec 2016 - Australian leg of the 8th
Series of the Sailplane Grand Prix at Horsham.
See the link below for details.
tp://www.sgp.aero/australia2016.aspx?contestID=
27849

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

Interesting Internet Links
Detlev Rueff gliding video

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiZoaBRtWU0

Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources. Don’t just turn up on the day expecting
to receive instruction without prior notification.

Does Spinning Fast In Space Make You Dizzy?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPnLShiJ-t4
The best hard landings ever
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_G2shnZ58h
8
Alpine Flyer

There are a number of weekends over the next 2
months when instructors will not be available due

Page 7

Alpine Flyer July 2016

to holidays and other absences, so it will be
particularly important to check their availability.

MBGC has also been advised our members are
welcome to attend.

If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Secretary Mike
Parkinson know who you have swapped with.

The schedule for presentations is as follows:

Contact Mike at mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au or
0413 736 145.
Duty Instructor Roster

Sunday 7th August: XCSOAR - by Jeff Farrow.
Sunday 14th August: Analysing XC Performance
using See You - by Dave Meredith.
Saturday 20th August: Gliding Weather and XC
Tasks - by David Wilson.
Saturday 27th August: Gliding Instruments and
Devices (eg Cambridge, Oudie) - by Allan Payne.
Saturday 3rd September: Thermalling - by Ailsa
McMillan.
Saturday 10th September: Flying Cross-Country
- by Richard Traill.
Saturday 17th September: Outlanding - by Paul
Spooner.
Start time is 9am for all sessions.
Any changes or additions to the schedule will be
notified via the forum.

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328
Duty Pilot Roster

Presenters will be asked to make their
presentations available as resources for members
on the club website wherever possible.
http://www.ggc.org.au/forum/events/607-winterlectures/2915

Classifieds
FOR SALE
Pilatus B4 glider VH-GCD.
Currently airworthy with 40 yearly inspection
completed in September 2015.

MIKE PARKINSON
SECRETARY

Bacchus Marsh training courses
The Training Panels of Geelong Gliding Club and
Melbourne Gliding Club have organised a series
of presentations on gliding topics to be provided
each week over the next eight weeks or so, for
members of all clubs at Bacchus Marsh.

Alpine Flyer

Mike Parkinson enjoyed his first flight in Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Mark Bland
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New instrument panel with the following
units:

 Xcom VHF radio with press to talk,
rear speaker and boom mike.

 Swiss FLARM.
 Tasman V1000 vario.
 PDA mount on panel with 20 cm



Pilatus GCD over Mt Bogong

extension.
Tasman flight pack air data engine coupled to Tasman vario, Swiss flarm,
temperature probe, pitot and static
vents and PDA.

Mountain high oxygen, AL180 bottle with
EDS oxygen regulator.

 Clam shell trailer with mechanical brakes.

Open trailer.
Price $8,000 ono
Contact Andrew:
E: skyfox49@gmail.com
M: 0409 277 328
…………………………………………………………
Miscellaneous pilot equipment
Icom A6 transceiver (model up from A15) $200.
Pilot gloves, mirror, binoculars, and maps.
Ask and be surprised.
Contact Mike:
E: mikepobjoy@yahoo.com.au
T: 02 6059 1417
…………………………………………………………

Cirrus-GUV
Photo: Richard Todd

Price $19,500
Contact Richard Todd:
E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com

CIRRUS 75 - IUV FOR SALE

M: 0477 817 220

Airframe and wings professionally refinished by
Rowe Aviation Services.

Aviation funnies

Cirrus-GUV



No crazing or cracking on the gel coat.
Don’t park in this rough neighborhood

Alpine Flyer
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Extreme sports San Francisco

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 23rd August 2016.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.

Alpine Flyer

ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR
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