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MBGC President’s Report
Thanks again this month to our
untiring and multi skilled
Technical Officer Operations /
Airworthiness / Radio, Terry
knight.
Terry has worked on a multude
of projects during the past
month as reported in his
column below.
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This week I was invited to meet with GFA
Executive Officer, Terry Cubley at Benalla to
explain to him the process that our Club has
followed to prepare our Strategic Plan and
Business Plan.
The GFA is keen to see clubs continue to grow
through developing a vision that suits their
environment and their membership, and carefully
planning and executing initiatives that make a
difference.
Our Club is already making good progress with
future planning, which is the reason the GFA is
interested in our efforts. We recently conducted a
workshop of members facilitated by our member
Kathie Heyman to review the first draft of our
Strategic Plan, which has been built on the results
of a detailed survey of all members to determine
their wishes for our future.
Another workshop will be arranged in the near
future to move to the next stage of finalising the
Strategic Plan and our Business Plan. I
encourage all members to be a part of this
process so that you can have a say in our future.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
Not much to report this
month apart from it has been
cold and wet in Mt Beauty
while I sit in Charters Towers
on yet another Australian Air
Force cadets gliding camp.
The North Queenslanders
are complaining when it’s
below 20 degrees.
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Graham Levitt and I have a swim in our
accommodation pool every evening and they think
we’re mad!
The Mt Beauty airfield has been extremely wet the
past few weeks and will probably remain so for a
few more so we need to assess its condition each
weekend.
We can operate from the bitumen strip but need
the grass to at least have had a few rainless days
before driving on it. Please ring the Duty Instructor
or myself to confirm if you want to fly.
We will operate every opportunity if conditions
allow and as I’ve said before there are often some
good flights to be had if you’re in it to win it. The
Winter solstice is now behind us and it will only get
better from here.
MARK BLAND
CFI

Terry’s maintenance column
The news is all good this
month. New gear, new
procedures and new
enthusiasm. Winter is a
time for bogs, mud, flat
car and winch batteries
and glorious snow on the
hills. We have had an
abundance of all these
and as I write snow is
falling to below 900m.
There have been no problems that have caused
concern but there is a lot of important reading this
month. The usual list of things our Membership
can help with include:
An occasional water sluice to rid the airfield
cars of excess weighty mud (but not in the engine
bays please!) would be appreciated.
Recharge our hand held radios in the charge
station, but please turn them off first! Check when
you walk past. You may find that somebody else
has forgotten this little action.
Winch beacon: A new flashing beacon with even
better high angle visibility has been fitted to the
Club winch. I have arranged this to operate
whenever the ignition switch in either winch is ON
as long as there is an operational battery in the
Club winch.
It does not matter if both ignitions are on at the
same time. The circuit prevents any interactivity
and the light will flash normally. Do not stare
directly and closely at the light source. It can
damage eyes. It is high power (and high cost - but
only the best for our Club!)
Alpine Flyer

Winch UHF radios: I have replaced the
transceiver unit in the yellow winch with a
spankers new one. The old unit was showing its
venerable age.
To make matters worse, little black ants had taken
up residence and were intermittently bridging
some IC pins.
When packing up please ensure the winch radios
are switched OFF. They have fully discharged the
battery twice recently. CHAOTIC and FUST
checks are automatic. So should be the winch
radio 'OFF' procedure.
We now have three 2 watt GME UHF radios.
Great performers. Their antennae screw in, not
plug in. These should never come loose BUT if
checking, pinch and squeeze the rubber aerial
sheath firmly at the very bottom nearest the radio
itself, to screw the antenna onto the radio.
It is possible to rotate the aerial sheath without
turning the innards. The result is predictable and
very difficult to repair and retune.
We also have two 1.5 watt ICOM VHF
handhelds, one of them brand new. Their
antennae plug in with a locking BNC fitting. They
can also be used by carefully replacing the radio's
rubber ducky antenna with the winch VHF radio
antenna wander lead's BNC plug.
Make CERTAIN the rubber ducky is plugged back
onto the radio when leaving the winch, and put
the wander lead plug out of the rain.
Keep the new ICOM and GME radios dry. They
are not waterproof. Care will be well rewarded
with safe and long life (of the radios).
One other important point: Make quite sure that
you do not accidentally key the transmitter without
an antenna securely attached. It can destroy the
transmitter. Listen before transmitting. Always.
All these units have a fluoro yellow lanyard. Use
it to hang the radio from your neck to avoid
dropping or loss of the handheld and always
ensure the radio you have is responsibly passed
to another person or placed back in the charge
station before leaving the airfield.
Observant members will note that I have built and
installed a VHF aerial for each winch. They are
constructed from silver brazed brass rod and plate
around an SO239 connector and are specifically
suited to our local circuit communications when
using a low powered handheld.
The tuned frequency is 126.00 MHz, but they will
work on other VHF air band (only) frequencies at
a lesser performance.
These are quite precise, with angles exactly
defined and lengths accurate to +/- 0.5 mm.
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Should any person wish to make their own ask
me for exact construction details.
The VHF antenna at the launch has a different
radiation pattern, suited to its different function,
and is a very different design.
The Tercel's clutch failed due to age leaving the
vehicle immobilised as soon as we arrived home
from overseas holiday - which was great, thank
you. I have fixed this and fortunately there was no
cost to the club. Old machinery is always a hassle
so if you notice the clutch pedal develops a
different feel or action, please let me know.
We now have a new LXNav logger that Velcro's
on top of the instrument binnacle in ASK21-GVA
and Hornet-MK.
It is suitable and calibrated for all badge flights
and can be recharged from the charge station.
Long distance flyers may wish to ensure our new
top of the line ACR PLB with GPS is carried,
with associated first aid gear. It is registered with
Australian Rescue authorities.

A meter is available at the launch, and the charge
station gives an excellent guide but both checks
require interpretation.
Winter is savage on SLA battery life - you can
expect as little as two thirds or less of your
battery's rated new capacity will be available at
altitude in winter temperatures.
Talk to an instructor if you are in any doubt
about the correct procedure to use in the
event of a radio failure.
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Mark and Graham fly north for the
winter
Our CFI Mark Bland and Instructor Graham Levitt
have flown north for the winter for their annual
pilgrimage to Charters Towers to escape the
alpine cold and instruct AAFC cadets.

See Mark Bland for these items and sign for them.
The Club takes your safety and competition
requirements seriously.
Our ASK21-GVA has just been fitted with a
factory Spin Kit, so that members will be able to
enjoy full spin entry and recovery training at Mt
Beauty. The aircraft has been re-weighed and
new cockpit Placards are being prepared in
Germany. Spin training can be commenced when
they are received. Our CFI Mark Bland will supply
all the details.
Thanks Mark for trailering the aircraft to and from
Tocumwal to a licensed installer.
Radio procedures at YMBT have been slightly
changed following an incident involving a visiting
pilot at Easter. The winch will make one additional
call on VHF prior to each launch.

Mark Bland (left) and Graham Levitt (right) with Air
Force cadets at Charters Towers

However, be alert to the fact that no new launch
radio procedures are of any value if your aircraft
in circuit has no operational radio and you cannot
hear them and they cannot hear you. You can
become invisible very easily.
Ensure that your microphone technique is
correct and that you do actually transmit. ASK21GVA requires close (1-2cm) talking into the
microphone.
Ensure that your aircraft battery is charged
and in reasonably good condition. Club batteries
are in very good condition, but you must ensure
they have been charged.
Luke De-Boom (left) is congratulated by Mark Bland
after achieving first solo at Charters Towers

Alpine Flyer
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Safety Matters
Duty Pilot vest
As an initiative of the Instructors’ Panel, a HI Vis
vest labelled “Duty Pilot” has been obtained for
members and visitors to clearly identify this officer
on the airfield.
The vest will be kept in the launch point van and
users are requested to return it to the van after
each day of flying.
Mike Parkinson, Greg Wilson and Mark Bland de-rig
ASK21-GVA for its trip to Tocumwal for fitting of a spin
kit.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Our ASK21-GVA at Tocumwal for fitting of a spin kit.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
….…………………………………………………………….

Accident causes
The following information was originally published
by the British Gliding Association and has been
amended to suit Australian requirements.
It summarises the more pertinent factors of gliding
accidents and incidents and is presented to
improve awareness by learning from the
misfortunes and mistakes of others.
http://gliding.co.nz/wpcontent/uploads/2014/01//GFA-Common-Factorsin-Accidents.pdf

Duty Pilot Hi Vis vest
Photo: Andrew Evans
………………………………………………………………..

Spin kit for ASK21-GVA
Our ASK21-GVA was taken to Tocumwal this
month for fitting of a spin kit to enable spin
training and checks to be performed at Mt Beauty.
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This US Dept of Transportation advisory circular
alerts all pilots of the potential hazards of mid-air
collisions and near mid-air collisions.
It emphasises basic problem areas related to the
human causal factors where improvements in pilot
education, operating practices, procedures, and
improved scanning techniques are needed to
reduce mid-air conflicts
http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Adviso
ry_Circular/AC_90-48D.pdf
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Leongatha visitors

Nevil Shute Norway (17th January 1899 –
12th January 1960) was an English novelist and
aeronautical engineer who spent his later years
in Australia. He used his full name in his
engineering career and Nevil Shute as his pen
name to protect his engineering career from any
potential negative publicity in connection with his
novels.
The first test flight of the Tern was conducted by
Nevil at Sherburn le Elmet in Yorkshire in August
1931.

CFI Mark Bland with Jamie Brady of South Gippsland
Gliding Club in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Neville Shute flies the Tern glider on its maiden flight in
1931

CFI Mark Bland with Jamie Brady and Paul Grimmond
of South Gippsland Gliding Club with ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

As well as having an aircraft in the 1934
MacRobertson race to Melbourne, the Airspeed
Company made the Oxford that was extensively
used in WW2.
MIKE POBJOY

Upcoming Events
3rd July 2016 - Applications close for RANGA
Scholarship.
9th July 2016 - GFA Safety Seminar being held at

the GCV Benalla clubrooms.
10th July 2016 - Benalla. GFA Glider Inspector
Certificate rated for Annual Inspections (or higher)
refresher training.

MBGC Instructor Mike Parkinson congratulates Paul
Grimmond of South Gippsland Gliding Club on his first
solo flight.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Mike’s History Column
Our gliding history buff Mike Pobjoy tells us
about the Tern glider.
The first plane built by the Airspeed Company
was a Tern glider. Its designer was famous
author Nevil Shute Norway who spent 37 pages
on design work whilst on honeymoon in May
1931!
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10th July 2016 - MBGC Committee meeting.
16th July 2016 - GFA AGM and Awards Dinner,
14th August 2016 - MBGC Safety Committee
meeting
20th August to 6 November 2016 - Murray Arts
Museum Albury (MAMA) SPEED Exhibition: faster,
larger, stronger, quieter. The exhibition will
celebrate the pioneering engineering spirit of
vehicle invention through interactive works,
engaging programs and contemporary art.
MBGC will provide our glider ASK21-GVA for a
display for club exposure and promotion of Air
Experience flights.
Page 5

Alpine Flyer June 2016

Late 2016 at date TBA - A Libelle Gathering will
be held in Australia at the Bendigo Gliding Club, in
central Victoria.

There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

See the link below for details.
http://www.bendigogliding.org.au/Main/libellegather
ing

Aviation funnies

3rd Dec 2016 - MBGC 40th birthday celebration.
3rd to 11th Dec 2016 - Women in gliding week at
Mt Beauty.

Interesting Internet Links
RAAF F-111 tribute on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-vweMZM10

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2016 are shown below:
Detlev Rueff

149

Mark Bland

99

Greg Wilson

74

Atila Kerestes

42

Duncan Robertson

33

Andrew Evans

32

Ian Cohn

22

Mike Pobjoy

18

Ollie Barthelmes

11

Terry Knight

9

Steve Bradbury

7

Adam Bland

7

Gary Mason

6

Reuben Lane

5

Richard Todd

4

David Ross

3

Mike Parkinson

3

Bernie O’Donnell

3

Graham Levitt

1

Mark Lucey

1

Richard Grohmann

1

Phil Henderson

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?

Alpine Flyer
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Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Duty Pilot Roster

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
There are a number of weekends over the next 2
months when instructors will not be available due
to holidays and other absences, so it will be
particularly important to check their availability.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Secretary Mike
Parkinson know who you have swapped with.
Contact Mike at mikep@hp.ozemail.com.au or
0413 736 145.

MIKE PARKINSON
SECRETARY

Classifieds
FOR SALE

Duty Instructor Roster

Pilatus B4 glider VH-GCD.
Currently airworthy with 40 yearly inspection
completed in September 2015.

Mike Parkinson enjoyed his first flight in Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Mark Bland

Alpine Flyer
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 Xcom VHF radio with press to talk,
rear speaker and boom mike.

 Swiss FLARM.
 Tasman V1000 vario.
 PDA mount on panel with 20 cm
extension.

 Tasman flight pack air data engine coupled to Tasman vario, Swiss flarm,
temperature probe, pitot and static
vents and PDA.

Pilatus GCD over Mt Bogong

Open trailer.

Mountain high oxygen, AL180 bottle with
EDS oxygen regulator.

 Clam shell trailer with mechanical brakes.

Price $8,000 ono
Contact Andrew:
E: skyfox49@gmail.com
M: 0409 277 328
…………………………………………………………
Miscellaneous pilot equipment
Icom A6 transceiver (model up from A15) $200.
Pilot gloves, mirror, binoculars, and maps.
Ask and be surprised.
Contact Mike:
E: mikepobjoy@yahoo.com.au
T: 02 6059 1417
…………………………………………………………

Price $19,500
Contact Richard:
E: richardrtodd@hotmail.com

CIRRUS 75 - IUV FOR SALE

M: 0477 817 220

Airframe and wings professionally refinished by
Rowe Aviation Services.

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY



No crazing or cracking on the gel coat.



New instrument panel with the following
units:
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Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.
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The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 23rd July 2016.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.

ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / “ALPINE FLYER” EDITOR

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
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