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HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM MBGC!
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SANTA SWAPS REINDEER AND SLEIGH FOR ASK21 GLIDER IN VISIT TO
MT BEAUTY

Santa dispensed with his reindeer and hitched a ride on ASK21-GVA on his early visit to Mt Beauty Gliding
Club’s Christmas party on 19th December. Santa also moonlights as Greg Wilson, trainee pilot at MBGC in his
spare time.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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MBGC President’s Report
Gift certificates
Sales of Gift Certificates for Air
Experience flights have proven
to be popular again this
Christmas as presents. I have
sold in excess of $1800 worth of
certificates in the pre-Christmas
period.

and family to assist with planning of instructing
resources. Don’t just turn up on the day expecting
to receive instruction services without prior
notification.
The Instructors provide a valuable contribution of
their skills and their time to the Club with no
material reward, so please do the right thing and
let them know if you require their services before
turning up so they can plan their duty days.
AGM
Don’t forget the Club AGM on Sunday
31st January 2016. More details later in this
edition.
Alpine Flyer contributors
Thank you to all the contributors to “Alpine Flyer”
during 2015, particularly the ever happy Detlev
Rueff,
our
own
resident
professional
photographer
who
has
provided
some
magnificent photos throughout the year.
Detlev has also excelled at providing an
enormous number of winch launches for
members again this year as you can see in our
winch driver statistics later in this edition.

This is thanks to our promotions on our website,
YouTube and Facebook, as well as in this
newsletter, the Weekly Update and through
brochure and poster distribution to local
accommodation venues and Tourist information
Centres.
Don’t forget to promote them amongst your friends
and family at $150 for a 30 minute flight, as they
are an excellent source of revenue to help fund the
operations of our club, to purchase new assets and
can attract new members.
Gathering of the Moths Fly-in
Congratulations to the organisers of the very
successful Gathering of the Moths Fly-in on 5/6
December.
Thanks to our catering sub-committee - Shirley and
Terry Knight, Suzanne Bland assisted by Robin
Deane and Andrew Evans who produced lunch on
Saturday and a 7.00am breakfast of BBQ egg and
bacon sandwiches on Sunday for the departing
pilots.
Instructing
A reminder to not forget to contact the Duty
Instructor to book your training or check flight
requirements and Air Experience Flights for friends
Alpine Flyer

Detlev Rueff on the other side of a camera for a change.
Photo: Peter Deane

Thanks to our regular columnists Mark Bland and
Terry Knight for their informative columns during
the year.
Thanks also to all our members who have
contributed interesting stories and photos of their
experiences and achievements in gliding with our
great club in 2015.
Happy Christmas!
Have a very enjoyable and safe Christmas with
family and friends and I look forward to seeing you
on the airfield at Mt Beauty over the Christmas /
New Year break. Members will be available for
flying from Boxing Day onwards.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / SECRETARY / ALPINE FLYER EDITOR
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CFI Report
It’s amazing how every
year around this time many
of us reflect on how quickly
the time has flown! Seems
like only a few weeks ago
we were soaring over
snow-capped peaks and
now we’re in the middle of
a heat wave.

airfield there is now becoming an ants’ nest of
houses so Pt Cook is being sandwiched between
suburbia and the ocean.
Taking off over Port Phillip Bay meant we also had
to wear life vests, another first!

Being busy is probably why the year flies by and in
the past month after going to Leeton I’ve had
another trip to Charters Towers, North Queensland
and then a visit to Ararat and
Pt Cook to assist
the AAFC (Air Cadets) with their new gliders.
In between doing a couple of Form 2’s and mowing
the airfield for the Gathering of the Moths Fly-in I’m
lucky to have an understanding wife. Suzanne
you’re the best!
Charters Towers was a training camp for Air
Cadets staff members, and a couple of the new
recruits were ex-military pilots now flying airlines.

Mark Bland (left) with Charters Towers Air Cadet staff
training group

They’d never flown gliders before but soloed after
about 10 flights. Obviously their thermalling skills
will take time to develop, but the professional
approach they have for checks and procedures
and their absorption of new information is inspiring!
One of my
Awareness:

favourite

phrases,

Situational

http://www.itstactical.com/intellicom/mindset/3effective-techniques-to-train-your-situationalawareness-and-recognize-change is what these
guys have lots of and it’s what we all should try to
improve.

Mark Bland front seat of ASK21mi with Air Cadet at
Pt Cook

I hope you all enjoy your Christmas and hope to
see you all out gliding over the holidays or in the
New Year which I’m sure will be just as busy. Have
Fun!
MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
Maintenance and
Airworthiness issues for
Christmas

Mark Bland right sporting his life vest for take-off
from Pt Cook over Port Phillip Bay.
Photo: Mick Molloy
Flying at RAAF Pt Cook for the first time was also
historic and bought back a lot of memories of when
I learnt to glide at Laverton in the 1970’s. The

Alpine Flyer

With Christmas flying almost
upon us, it would be
wonderful to have failure free
flying.
A season of festivities for many brings with it the
risk of over indulgence. So before making sudden
ascents to lofty heights on an overinflated
stomach, or even flying when there is not enough
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blood in one’s alcohol stream, spare a moment to
think of your health safety and timelines.

via a cigar lighter socket. This must be activated
whenever the vehicle is in motion.

This month, I have repeated a few of my favourite
thoughts, and added a few more. As always,
please feel free to let me know of any matters that
irk you. I will mumble a little more about batteries,
but first, the winches, radios and cars.

If you take your own vehicle out, use your hazard
lights, make sure you have an airfield radio
switched on, and scan the approach and
downwind legs to eliminate interference with
aircraft.

Winches

Using the beacon lights will scratch your paint, so
use your hazards instead.

The winch radios MUST be turned OFF at the
transceiver before connecting or disconnecting the
battery. Additionally, never leave the radio ON at
the end of the day's flying.
On that subject, continued battery disconnection
without care or use of correct spanners tends to
damage the connectors and cables. In turn that
leads to poor conduction and low voltage.
Obviously, starting becomes difficult and it is very
possible that the contact bar in some starter motor
solenoid designs can become welded in place.
On that note, should the engine turn over
sluggishly with the starter engaged, don't
persevere. Jumper start using a good battery.
There is a charged spare in the hangar.
In future, as a trial, we will not disconnect the
battery unless it is being removed for some
purpose such as a recharge. These winches have
no standby bleed current, so all will be well
...BUT...
This new procedure makes it absolutely essential
to switch the radio OFF before leaving the winch
for the day, or at the end of your "shift".
An overnight radio ON discharge can rapidly ruin a
battery.
Christmas dinner also comes for cows, but I have
knocked up a simple wooden cover for the yellow
winch battery that should deter cows from eating
the cables.
Again and again. To remove the cover, simply lift it
straight up and put it to one side. There are no
fasteners.
Airfield Cars
Our vehicles must be driven in accord with our
rules and that is 20km/hr max in the
hangar/modellers' areas and 30km/hr max
elsewhere.
The white Falcon is not routinely allowed past the
northern gate, and when it is necessary to go out
there, keep it slow. The under body is subject to
severe transmission damage if it bottoms out on
ruts.

Lithium batteries
A little more on the subject. I note that Master
Instruments in Sydney now have a range of lithium
iron phosphate (LiFePO4) batteries that are drop in
replacements for sealed lead acid (SLA) batteries.
The cost benefit of these most excellent dry power
batteries compared with SLA batteries has a break
- even point of about 1,200 charge / discharge
cycles, at which time you would have consumed
around 4 SLA equivalents.
With luck, you could get 2000 cycles out of a
LiFePO4 battery. That is a lot of flying.
Every day for 5 years roughly, given that the
battery would be recharged (cycled) at the end of
each day.
The real benefits become evident if the SLA
cannot provide enough sustained power for the
requirement and you need more battery power,
greater discharge capability, and no more weight.
The benefits of LiFePO4 are: Around 1/3 the
weight of SLA; 3 x longer shelf life; a service life of
up to 7 years when properly used; and tolerance
for much higher temperatures.
Under no circumstances would I fit a Lithium
Phosphate / Ion replacement into a glider.
Recharging needs to be done at every opportunity
to keep the battery - any battery other than Ni-Cd as full as possible for longest life.
The Lithium Iron Phosphate type has a very sharp
discharge voltage knee. That is, the voltage
remains at almost full volts until almost discharged.
Then the voltage falls off a cliff with no warning.
Lead acid types at least do this gracefully with a
little warning. Watch it. It can be a trap.
Solution: Volts down a touch? Recharge!

TERRY KNIGHT
TECHNICAL OFFICER OPERATIONS /
AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Another thing: Airfield vehicles must have a
beacon light on the roof, plugged into the ignition
Alpine Flyer
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Mt Beauty Gathering of the Moths Flyin
A very successful Gathering of the Moths Fly-in was
conducted at Mt Beauty Airport on 5th and 6th
December.
Our Club contributed to the event by providing
displays of our gliding operations including
demonstrations of winch and aerotow launching,
and presentation to interested onlookers about our
operations.
Our catering sub-committee provided a BBQ lunch
on Saturday and a BBQ egg and bacon sandwich
breakfast early on Sunday morning for the
departing pilots.

A beautifully maintained Stinson VH-STN owned by
Mike and Linda Beech of Albury.
Photo: Peter Deane

Detlev Rueff and Mike Parkinson adding Mike’s LS7 VHGDQ to the aircraft display at the Gathering of the Moths
Fly-in.
Photo: Peter Deane

Alpine Flyer

One of several microlights which attended the Gathering
of the Moths Fly-in.
Photo: Peter Deane

The Displays at the Gathering of the Moths Fly-in were
not limited to aircraft. An impressive display of Stoewer
vintage cars was also provided by John Stanley of
Tawonga South. See http://www.stoewermuseum.de/stoewer/gebrstoewere.htm
Photo: Peter Deane

Some participants chose another method of dropping in
to the Gathering of the Moths Fly-in with a tandem
parachute jump.
Photo: Peter Deane
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Welcome Greg
“Alpine Flyer” asked new member Greg Wilson to
provide an introductory auto biography so we can
get to know him.
Please make Greg welcome when you see him on
the airfield.
Here is Greg’s very interesting story.

Waivex 19-7411 owned by Ben McGuiness of West
Sale.
Photo: Peter Deane

Gliding sneaked up on me. I’d had a love of flight
since a helicopter joyride aged eight. My early
time in a 43-year career in journalism included a
three-day-a-week gig as a Sydney radio traffic
reporter in a Cessna 180 but learning to fly it never
occurred to me.

Greg Wilson (back seat) with Ian Cohn in ASK21-GVA
(both sporting Santa style beards in readiness for
Christmas).
Photo: Ian Cohn selfie
Andrew Evans (centre in Hi Vis top) explains our winch
launching operation to a crowd of interested recreational
and microlight pilot onlookers at the Gathering of the
Moths Fly-in.
Photo: Peter Deane

Fast forward 40 years and my wife, Suzanne,
and I had joined that happy bunch of Falls Creek
holiday-makers who decided to make their home
in the valley.
Part-time work kept me busy three days a week
in Melbourne for a couple of years until I retired
from the national news agency AAP in July in
time for the snow.
My daughter gave me a birthday glider flight
which I took in September, to check out the
melting snow, and I was smitten.
Having the club a short bike ride away made
joining an easy decision and the welcoming
attitude of all members means I’m staying.
Fortunately there’s a large pool of talented
instructors to share the load of making me a safe
pilot – however long it takes.
Competition flying seems highly unlikely for a
person who, after 20-plus launches, isn’t even
fussed about going solo.

Susie Cohn proudly displays her gliding banner at
Gathering of the Moths Fly-in.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Alpine Flyer

But the eight-year-old kid will always want be up
around Bogong looking for eagles.
GREG WILSON
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MBGC Christmas Sausage Sizzle
Once again your Club commandeered the
Terminal at Mt Beauty airfield to host our final and
free, informal social occasion of the year.
The BBQ smoked and conversation flowed with
over 20 patrons enjoying the event. Banter
continued into the night as the temperature
dropped below 30 degrees.

Word is going round that the regular monthly get
together and sausage sizzle will be recommencing
in the New Year.
Watch this spot!
TERRY KNIGHT
TO OPS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO
CHIEF SAUSAGE SIZZLER

Committee meeting 20th December
Our Club Committee met on 20th December at the
Mt Beauty Airport Terminal building.
Business items discussed included:

The happy diners at the Christmas sausage sizzle.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Thanks to all our members, plus friends from the
Modellers and the Big Fan Up Front people
represented by Tony Edwards, who all brought a
procession of delicious plates of nibbles, desserts
and salads.

 Winch and cars fuel supply.
 Cleanup of private hangar.
 Chase-up of long term unfinancial
members re intentions and refund of
debentures.
 Strategic Plan update.
 Insurance issues.
 Yellow winch maintenance requirements.
 Finance reports.
 Recommended annual fees for 2016.
 Flying fees for 2016.

Organisers Shirley Knight and Suzanne Bland
made it all happen. Prize for the most beautiful and
delicious plate must go to our indefatigable
President Andrew for his remarkable Pavlova with
strawberries, blueberries, cream and the works.

Committee meeting 20th Dec 2015. Left to Right Andrew
Evans, Carrick Gill Vallance, Terry Knight, Mark Bland,
Ian Cohn, and Peter Demeo. Missing, Dave Ross who
participated by teleconference from Melbourne and
Steve Bradbury who was on fire duty.
Photo: Self timer

Ian & Steve fire spotting
Club members Steve Bradbury and Ian Douglas
carried out a fire spotting lightning patrol on
9th December.
They flew in a Cessna Grand Caravan VH-TLZ
(not the FireBoss pictured below but in the
background) – Ian in his role as pilot for PAYS who
contract fire aircraft to DELWP and Steve in the
role of DELWP Air Observer.
The Presidential Pavlova which won the most popular dish
award at the Christmas sausage sizzle.
Photo: Andrew Evans

The 3hr flight from Albury was conducted to look
for fires that may have been started by lightning
the night before.

Thank you all.
Alpine Flyer
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Their inspection included the Upper Murray, south
to Dartmouth and across Mt Beauty to Benalla,
Shepparton, and Barmah.

Mark’s summer flights
Mark Bland has enjoyed some good summer
flights
to
Mt
Buller,
Dartmouth
and
Mt Kosciuszko in the past few weeks.

Pilot Ian Douglas (left) and Steve Bradbury with the
AT802 Fireboss

Mt Buller from ASK21mi-GVS
Photo: Mark Bland

The specifications of the impressive looking
Fireboss for the technically minded are:
SINGLE ENGINE AIRTANKER (SEAT)
AIR TRACTOR - AT802 FIREBOSS
Use firebombing foam, gel and retardant.
Hopper capacity 3000 litres.
Engine - Gas Turbine - PT6-67F (1600 shp).
Fuel type Jet A1.
Fuel consumption 360 l/hr.
Cruise speed 267 kmh / 145 knots.
Wing span 18.06 m.
Overall length 10.87 m.
Undercarriage - float equipped with retractable
wheels.
Additional information:
 Capable of scooping and land based loading
operations.
 Requires scooping zone of 1-2km in length
and 1.5-3 m water depth
IAN DOUGLAS & STEVE BRADBURY

Safety Matters
Thank you to friend of MBGC, aero modeller Rob
Snaith for donating a flashing light for our on-field
Charade retrieve vehicle.
Flashing lights are now provided on the Tercel and
Charade.
The MBGC Safety Committee requires drivers
using their private vehicles for on-field duties, eg
retrieving or relocating gliders, to apply their
hazard lights while moving on the airfield.

Lake Dartmouth from aSK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Mark Bland

AGM
Members are reminded that the Annual General
Meeting to review our 2015 financial year is
scheduled for Sunday 31st January 2016
commencing at 9.00am at Ian and Susie Cohn’s
residence at 135 Simmonds Creek Rd Tawonga
South.
In accordance with our Constitution, members
are advised that the closing date for submission
of General Business Agenda items for the AGM
is one month prior to the meeting, ie 31st
December 2015.
No agenda items will be accepted after this date,
including at the AGM.
All Committee positions will become vacant on 31st
January 2016.

Alpine Flyer
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Nominations are invited for Committee positions for
2016.
A member is eligible to be elected or appointed as
a Committee member if the member holds the
membership category of Full Flying Member,
Family Flying Member, or Student Flying Member.

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Peter Demeo

0429 264 110
Duty Instructor Roster

Nominations may be forwarded by email to
President / Secretary Andrew Evans at
skyfox49@gmail.com or by hard copy not less than
7 days before the date fixed for the holding of the
AGM.
Nominations must be proposed and seconded by
two members of the Club and be accompanied by
the emailed or written consent of the candidate.
The following categories of flying membership are
entitled to vote:
(a) Full Members;
(b) Family Members;
(c) Life Members.
For your information the current 2015 Committee
consists of:
President / Secretary - Andrew Evans
Vice President - Ian Cohn
Treasurer - Steve Bradbury
CFI / Assistant Treasurer - Mark Bland
Technical Officer - Operations / Airworthiness /
Radio - Terry Knight

Duty Pilot Roster

Ordinary Committee members:
Peter Demeo (former Treasurer)
Dave Ross
Carrick Gill - Vallance

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty Pilot
on your rostered day, it is up to you to arrange a
replacement and let Peter Demeo know who you
have swapped with.
Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.
Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Alpine Flyer

PETER DEMEO
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Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:

30th Jan to 5th Feb 2016 - VSA coaching week
Horsham airfield
31st Jan 2016 - MBGC Annual General Meeting
commencing at 9.00am at Ian and Susie Cohn’s
residence at 135 Simmonds Creek Rd.

Detlev Rueff

358

Mark Bland

250

Atila Kerestes

98

Andrew Evans

72

Duncan Robertson

61

Bernie O’Donnell

50

Carrick Gill-Vallance

46

Interesting Internet Links

Mike Pobjoy

38

Urgent pit stop

Richard Grohmann

36

Peter Demeo

29

Ian Cohn

24

https://www.facebook.com/UKAerospace/videos/v
b.617373898382794/849915351795313/?type=2&
theater

Ollie Barthelmes

20

Microburst

Scott Anderson

18

http://devour.com/video/tuson-microburst/

Graham Levitt

18

Nice flying animation for the grandkids

Mark Lucey

16

https://vimeo.com/148198462

David Ross

17

Richard Todd

10

Mike Parkinson

8

Mart Bosman

7

Reuben Lane

6

Terry Knight

6

Scott Lennon

5

Kenton Ford

4

Steve Bradbury

4

Phil Henderson

3

Adam Bland

2

Craig Collings

1

Brooke Anderson

1

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

14th to 21st Feb 2016 - Australian Two Seat
National Gliding Competition.
21st to 28th Feb 2016 - VSA Alpine Course,
Beauty.

Aviation funnies

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload? There are three annual
prizes for the most active winch drivers awarded at
the AGM (just ask Detlev).

Upcoming Events
17th to 24th Jan 2016 - JoeyGlide to be held at West
Wyalong.

http://joeyglide.juniorsoaring.com.au/

Alpine Flyer
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And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 25th January 2016.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming in.
Please submit your contributions and comments to
the Editor at skyfox49@gmail.com.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
ANDREW EVANS - EDITOR

Alpine Flyer
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