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IT WAS SO WINDY EVEN THE DUCKS WERE WALKING AT OUR ANNUAL LEETON
GLIDING CAMP ON 26th NOVEMBER
After observing the wind strength with our own Detlev Rueff patented wind speed measuring device at
Mt Beauty Gliding Club's annual Leeton gliding camp, we decided it was a day best spent on the
ground doing tourist activities.
Commercial enquiries for this device may be directed to the Editor.

The Detlev Rueff wind speed measuring device.
Photo by Andrew Evans, digitally “improved” by Detlev Rueff, from a concept suggested by Steve Bradbury.
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MBGC President’s Report

Tamara’s Air Experience Flight

Our annual Leeton Gliding
Camp in November was a
great success with record
attendance for our Club and
many flying achievements by
members. Thanks to our CFI
Mark Bland for organising this
very successful event.
Leeton provided a week of fun flying and lots
of achievements by members in spite of
sometimes difficult conditions, a direct result of
Mark’s logistics skills and motivation.
See the story and large photo spread later in this
edition.
Our Annual General Meeting is scheduled for
31st January 2016. Details are provided in a
separate article in this edition.
Members are requested to ensure that they read
the conditions relating to suggested agenda items
for the meeting and nomination of office bearers
for the new Committee for 2016.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / SECRETARY & ALPINE FLYER
EDITOR

CFI Report
No report from Mark this
month as he has been flat
out organising the Leeton
annual gliding camp last
week and the upcoming
Gathering of the Moths FlyIn for next weekend,
5th and 6th December

Annual check flights are due
A reminder that all members had to be current for
Annual Checks by 31st August 2015.
Checks are required 12 months since the last
annual flight review (Ops Reg 3.3.5).

Tamara enjoyed her flight with CFI Mark Bland in
ASK21-GVA, especially his trademark loop to finish off
the flight.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

AGM notification
MBGC members are reminded that the Annual
General Meeting to review our 2015 financial year
is scheduled for 31st January 2016.
In accordance with our Constiition, members are
advised that the closing date for submission of
General Business Agenda items for the AGM is
one month prior to the meeting, ie 31st December
2015.
No agenda items will be accepted after this date,
including at the AGM.
All Committee positions will become vacant on
31st January 2016.
Nominations are invited for Committee positions
for 2016.
A member is eligible to be elected or appointed as
a Committee member if the member holds the
membership category of Full Flying Member,
Family Flying Member, or Student Flying Member.
Nominations may be forwarded by email to
President/Secretary
Andrew
Evans
at
skyfox49@gmail.com or by hard copy not less
than 7 days before the date fixed for the holding
of the AGM.

Annual Check blank forms can be found in the
launch point van.

Nominations must be proposed and seconded by
two members of the Club and be accompanied by
the emailed or written consent of the candidate.

Members are required to complete their personal
details and flying statistics in Part A of the form
before arranging their check flight with a Club
Instructor.

The following categories of flying membership are
entitled to vote:

You will also need to do your homework as the
Instructor will ask you 3 theory questions from the
GFA ABC Certificate Handbook.

Alpine Flyer

(a) Full Members;
(b) Family Members;
(c) Life Members.
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Hangar clean-up working bee

Bernie’s new Ventus

A good turn up of 10 members early on Sunday
1st November ensured a quick annual spring clean
of our club hangar.

Rigging Bernie O’Donnell’s Ventus-IKB for his first
flight.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Bernie O’Donnell cleans the hangar floor with his trusty
Stihl leaf blower borrowed from his business, Mower
City (this is an unpaid advertisement).
Photo: Detlev Rueff

A rare sight - an empty and very clean club hangar after
our clean-up working bee.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

A proud and very happy Bernie O’Donnell prepares for
his first flight in his Ventus-IKB.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Carrick’s Silver “C” 5 hour flight

f
The hangar clean-up workers left to right - Detlev Rueff,
Richard Todd, Greg Wilson, Andrew Evans,
Mike Parkinson, Peter Deane, Ian Dealy,
Steve Bradbury, Bernie O’Donnell (with Stihl product
placement in the photo again) and Mark Bland.
Photo: Detlev Rueff (self-timer)
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Carrick Gill-Vallence was ecstatic after achieving his
5 hour Silver “C” flight in Hornet-GMK.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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Leeton camp
Our Annual Leeton Gliding camp was conducted
from 21st to 28th November with 13 flying
attendees, 5 supporters and 9 gliders attending,
which was a record turnout for this event.
Thank you to Leeton Aviators Club for their
hospitality in allowing us to use their magnificent
facilities.
Thank you to our CFI Mark Bland for organising
the event with his usual efficiency.
Some notable achievements by participants in the
sometimes difficult conditions experienced during
the week were:
Atila Kerestes - 300 km Diamond Goal and Gold
Distance.
Bernie O’Donnell - Longest flight of 528 km
Leeton /- Condoblin / Hillston / Leeton.
Mark Bland’s glider ferry flights Mt Beauty /
Leeton (323 km) and Leeton / Mt Beauty (391 km)
in difficult conditions.

Carrick Gill-Vallence (left) is congratulated by
President Andrew Evans after achieving his 50 km flight
for his Silver “C” badge.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Richard Grohmann - 5 hour and 50 km flights for
Silver “C”.
Carrick Gill-Vallance 50 km for Silver “C”.
Safe outlandings were performed by Brooke
Anderson, Richard Grohmann and Carrick GillVallance.

All the birds were roosted for the night after an
enjoyable day’s flying at the Leeton Gliding Camp.
Photo: Andrew Evans

The happy crowd at the annual Leeton Gliding camp.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

The happy crowd of fliers and supporters at the camp
dinner at Leeton Soldiers Club.
Photo: Our waitress

Detlev Rueff driving the Leeton winch
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Tough decisions had to be made to press on if the
thermal was too weak to justify a height gain.
It took 2 hrs 25 mins to complete the second 100
km leg to Junee. Things were looking tight.
Thoughts of out landing had never left my mind. It
would be a huge headache for me if that was to
occur. I was on a tight schedule. I had to get the
glider back to Mt Beauty that night and be in
Melbourne the next day. A 6 hour retrieve was the
last thing I needed!!

Detlev Rueff in a familiar pose assembling the troops
for a group photo.

I soldiered on into the last 100 km leg. I wanted to
stay close to the highway to make any retrieve
easier. I picked possible out landing paddocks
and flew straight to them. I skipped my way
across the first 50 km between 3500 and 4500 ft
but then went down to 2400ft and fought like
crazy to keep aloft.

Atila’s Diamond Goal at Leeton
It was Day 7, the final day of camp for me. I had
an absolutely awesome time so far. I had 5 days
of gliding in difficult conditions, with high winds
and tricky thermals. My piloting skills had
improved somewhat but never the less, I was still
apprehensive about being able to achieve my
300 km Diamond Goal.
It was time to bite the bullet and give it a go. The
weather seemed okay today, but not really
spectacular enough to guarantee a comfortable
day of soaring.

I had to question myself “why
I was doing this ridiculous
challenge?”
I had a good launch and found a thermal soon
after. I started making my way along track. About
45 mins into the task, I was struggling at around
2200 ft. My out landing paddock was picked. I had
to question myself as to “why I was doing this
ridiculous challenge?” But fortunately, I found that
elusive thermal and it took me up to 5000 ft.
“Maybe I could do this?” I thought for the first
time. So I pressed on.
Two hours after launch and mainly scratching
around between three and four thousand feet, I
made it to West Wyalong, 100 km from home. At
this rate, the task would take around 6 hours to
complete and get me back to base around 6pm.
“Hmmm?” I wondered if the thermals would still be
working by then.
I pressed on into wind. Down I went. Up I went.
Sometimes as low as 3200 ft and sometimes as
high as 5000ft. It was hard work. I was getting
blown back down track every time I thermalled.
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Woo Hoo! said Atila Kerestes as he successfully
completed his 300 km Diamond Goal at Leeton.
Photo: Atila

I took little thermals just to gain a couple hundred
feet then moved onto the next little thermal to do
the same. This went on for the next 40 km until I
made a decent height gain, but it was followed
immediately by a huge loss!!!
I was down at the lowest height of my trip, 2100ft.
Leeton base was in sight. Only 10 km to go. I
couldn’t believe it. So close but yet so far. Just
before all hope was lost, boom, I found a thermal
and climbed up to 5000 ft for a comfortable high
speed final glide home!
Mark Bland congratulated me on the radio as I
flew over base and put a bit of pressure on me to
make a good landing.
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I nailed it and congratulations were being received
from everyone on the ground. I felt like I had just
won something special. Actually I had, I achieved
my Diamond Goal!!!
A special thanks to Mark Bland for everything he
has taught me. He is a true mentor and never
stops giving advice and encouragement to better
my piloting skills.

I got away again at around 1340 and managed to
get a thermal up to about 5000 feet, I headed north
for a look at the Brobenah Hills.
I only ventured about 20 km north before deciding
that staying close to the airfield was the order of
the day.
I practised working thermals between 3000 and
6000 feet for the next few hours and I was
becoming more confident in the conditions.
I hadn’t intended to do the 5 hour component on
this flight but as the conditions were good I
decided to stay with it.
At around 1800 I radioed Leeton Base to get my
take-off time as I thought I may be in with a chance
as I had just climbed to around 6000 feet. Mark
advised me I needed another 45 minutes, however
the air started to feel rather smooth at this point so
I flew around at minimum sink to try and conserve
the height I had.

Atila is congratulated by CFI Mark Bland on achieving
his Diamond Goal.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Unfortunately the good thermals coming off the
rocky hills had all dissipated and I continued to
lose height for the next 20 minutes.

Thanks to Steve Bradbury for his daily rational
advice on staying within my capabilities and being
realistic with what can be achieved depending on
the weather conditions. And also a big thanks for
lending me his XC Soar gadget. I would have
been lost without it!!

I moved towards the circuit joining area over the
walnut farm in hope of finding some lift however
the air now felt quite smooth and calm. It looked as
if I would be about 15 minutes short of the 5 hours.
I headed west over the channel with the intention
of joining a left hand circuit for Runway 23,
however just west of the channel I was fortunate
enough to enter a good 6 knot thermal which I was
able to take to 6000 feet. This allowed me to fly on
in beautifully smooth conditions for the next 30 min
and I landed at around 1900, for a flight time of
5:17.

Thanks to Detlev Rueff for “standing by” ready to
pick me up from a potential out landing and for all
the tireless work he does on the ground to keep
us flying.
And finally, thanks for everyone’s support and
words of congratulations that have made this
achievement sweeter than anything I had
imagined.
We truly have a wonderful club!
ATILA KERESTES

Richard’s 5 hour and 50km flights for
Silver “C” at Leeton
I was only able to attend a few days of the 2014
Leeton camp and I was still reasonably early into
my post solo training, however I made the decision
to attempt the Silver “C” requirements the following
year after getting some more hours under my belt.
This year I was able to get away from work for a
week and towed the Club Pilatus to Leeton on
Saturday afternoon.
My first flight was the next day in the Club’s
ASK21-GVA Unfortunately this only lasted a short
period and I was back on the ground waiting to get
another launch.
Alpine Flyer

After a rather long bladder evacuation, Mark,
Detlev and Atila were there to congratulate me with
a luke warm beer and handshakes.
The next day was forecast to have good conditions
for thermals although it would be blue and strong
south westerly winds.

It was a strange feeling
leaving the home airfield for
the first time
Mark took me for an early flight in the Motor Falke
to do some outlanding checks. This was a highly
valuable exercise and very enjoyable. After beating
up a few farmers paddocks and learning how to tell
a good paddock from a bad one we returned to
Leeton.
Mark said I should try for the 50 km today with the
task to the Beckom silos and return.
After prepping ASK21-GVA I launched around
1230 and found a good thermal off the winch. The
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wind was assisting my outbound journey very well
and I headed off in the direction of Beckom
cautiously.

I had a number of good paddocks to choose from
and completed at safe outlanding some distance
from the nearest road (sorry recovery crew).
Steve Bradbury radioed to say he would soon be
overhead and gave my location back to base,
thanks Steve.
I had mixed emotions at this point, I was happy to
have completed the 50 km and to have landed
safely, but I was disappointed for not getting back.
I secured the glider and started walking to the not
so nearby homestead.

Richard Grohmann (left) is congratulated by Mark Bland
after achieving his 5 hour flight for his Silver “C” badge.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

It was a strange feeling leaving the home airfield
for the first time by myself however I was
preoccupied with thermalling well and not getting
lost.

A harvesting crew came by and gave me a lift and
let me know how to direct the retrieve crew to my
location.
In a couple of hours the crew arrived, I was
surprised and happy to see Andrew, Mark, Steve
and Carrick all there with smiles and ready to help,
thanks guys. The retrieve was completed and we
returned to Leeton dusty, tired and thirsty

I continued to get good climbs to around 5000
feet, and was soon overhead Ardlethan and in
sight of the Beckom silos.
I got a good climb here and made the dash for
the turnpoint arriving at about 4000 feet.
I found a thermal coming of the silos and climbed
back up to 5000 ft.
Mark was not far behind and I radioed to say I
was at the turnpoint and heading back. This
proved to be much more difficult task as the
winds were very strong and the thermals broken.

I was happy to have
completed the 50 km and to
have landed safely, but I was
disappointed for not getting
back.
Mark caught up to me at the gold mine near
Ardlethan and suggested heading west along the
road to Barellan. I followed Mark for a period of
time however about 5 miles east of Barellan I got
stuck.
I fell out of a few thermals and had trouble reestablishing, I was losing height and making no
forward progress.
I decided to try and head south west in the hope
of getting a good climb however the lower I got
the more difficult the thermals were to work.
In the end I found myself at circuit height
approximately 5 miles to the south east of
Barellan. I radioed Leeton base to say I was
outlanding.

Alpine Flyer

Richard Grohmann (left) was happy to be rescued after
outlanding at the Leeton Gliding camp. Seen here
de-rigging ASK21-GVA with Mark Bland.
Photo: Andrew Evans

The camp was a great learning experience for me
and I would like to thank all the Club members who
have put in their time instructing, launching,
retrieving, offering advice, and just being a great
bunch of people since I joined some 18 months
ago.
RICHARD GROHMANN
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Zara’s surprise birthday present

Line up
Matias walked the wing as the glider was towed to
the launch area by one of the ground crew
employees using an immaculate up-market
Peugeot 407 unregistered tow car, probably
donated by the local Peugeot dealer.
The Vitacura runway is squeezed between a very
busy freeway and a crowded urban area. The
gliders are lined up and start the aerotow take-off
on a taxiway which enters the runway at an angle
of around 20 degrees, so the runway is never
blocked.
Take-off and Initial Climb

Zara enjoyed a surprise 16th birthday present flight with
Mark Bland in ASK21-GVS.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

The take-off climb path runs above the adjacent
freeway and there is an excellent view of the
central business district of Santiago.

Karl’s solo flight

The Santiago CBD with the freeway at left.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Karl Nowakowski (left) is congratulated by Andrew
Evans after his first solo winch flight. Karl previously
soloed on aerotow at Ararat.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

High tow position is used for the aerotow behind a
Super Cub. The tow goes to the close by peak
called Manquehue (an extinct volcano at around
1600 m) and the glider is released on one of the
spurs from this peak.

Ian gets chilly flying high at Santiago
I went to the Aerodromo Municipal de Vitacura on
Friday having spoken to Juan Avandana the day
before. I met my old friend Rodrigo Lavanderos,
the General Manager of the Club de Planeadores
de Vitacura.
Last time I was in Santiago I had a very pleasant
and eye opening Andes flight with him. Rodrigo
introduced me to Matias Milani, my pilot for today.
We were to fly in one of the standard trainers
used by the Club, an L23 Super Blanik. The L23
is a later version of the L13 Blanik, the mainstay
of two seat glider training in Australia during the
1970 – 1990 period. The main changes from the
L13 are a T-tail, and removal of the flaps.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LET_L23_Super_Blan%C3%ADk
Alpine Flyer

Vitacura suburb with Manquehue at left.
Photo: Ian Cohn
We found a 2m/s thermal immediately and
climbed to around 2,000 m. You get an excellent
view of Santiago and its suburbs. Santiago is
usually fairly smoggy. This was one of the clearer
days.
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Cruise

Getting closer to Vitacura we did a fly-by of some
hikers at a high cross located on outcrop of
Manquehue.
Turning for a left circuit we had a close view of
suburbia and the small details of the cars and
trucks on the freeway just before we flared for a
very smooth touchdown and roll off to the side of
the strip near the hangars.

The lower slopes of the Andes
Photo: Ian Cohn

There were climbs in the blue and then under
wisps of cloud, and then under developed Cu with
variable base around 3,000 m closer to the
western peaks of the Andes.

We came across a few Andes
Condors during the flight.
They were quite happy to
circle with us
With no oxygen fitted we were limited to 3,000 m
anyway. The Club’s more advanced gliders carry
oxygen. Climb rates averaged around 2 m/s
peaking at 4m/s.

Matias Milani and Ian Cohn celebrate an
enjoyable flight in an L23 Super Blanik
Our flight track from the On Line Contest page

We came across a few Andes Condors during the
flight. They were quite happy to circle with us.
Eventually we reached about 46 km north of
Vitacura before turning for home.

A Condor flying with us.
Photo: Ian Cohn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Condor
Descent and Landing
We flew more or less straight back to Vitacura
after leaving “the Round Mountain”.
Manquehue is a distinct landmark and we could
see it from our turning point even though the air
was quite hazy.

Alpine Flyer

http://www.onlinecontest.org/olc2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?flightId=-500574311
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ASK21-GVA Form 2 inspection

Alpine areas can be dangerous and unforgiving.
Safe and accurate flying techniques are of
paramount importance.
Initial flights will be with a coach until you
demonstrate your ability to handle the local
conditions.
There will be opportunities for longer flights in
2-seaters with coaches to Mt Buller and Mt
Kosziusko.

Richard Todd and Terry Knight hard at work on the
ASK21-GVA Form 2 inspection while receiving
technical advice from experts drinking beer.
Photo: Andrew Evans

VSA Alpine Coaching & Regatta Week
Mount Beauty 21st To 28th February
2016
The Alpine Coaching Event commenced in
January 2012 from Mount Beauty airfield in
Victoria. With good soaring conditions and cross
country opportunities this is now an annual VSA
event.
Due to a busy coaching and competition season
in Victoria we have had to schedule for late
February which still provides good soaring
conditions and will be well clear of the controlled
burn- offs which start in late March and April.

For pilots with experience of alpine flying we will
offer “lead and follow” opportunities on flights
along the alpine chain between Mt Buller and
Mt Kosziusko and beyond, weather permitting.
Details on the VSA website:
http://www.gliding.asn.au/
For further queries contact Ian Grant:
Tel: (03) 9877 1463
Mob: 0418 271 767
IAN GRANT - PRESIDENT VSA

Upcoming Events
5th and 6th Dec - Gathering of the Moths
Mt Beauty Fly-In.
17th to 24th Jan 2016 - JoeyGlide to be held at West
Wyalong.

http://joeyglide.juniorsoaring.com.au/
30th Jan to 5th Feb 2016 - VSA coaching week
Horsham airfield
31st Jan 2016 - MBGC Annual General Meeting
14th to 21st Feb 2016 - Australian Two Seat
National Gliding Competition.

Alpine Coaching Course 2015 participants and hangers
on.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The course is intended for two levels of pilots:


Those who are new to mountain flying
and;
 Pilots with alpine experience who are
seeking longer tasks in the area.

Alpine flying is much more challenging than “flat
land” soaring and offers strong conditions amidst
great scenery.
For those flying for the first time at Mt Beauty the
focus will be on learning alpine soaring
techniques and navigating amongst the numerous
hills and ridges.

Alpine Flyer

21st to 28th Feb 2016 - VSA Alpine Course,
Mt Beauty.

Interesting Internet Links
Men in Jetpacks fly alongside an A380!
http://www.startsatsixty.com.au/entertainment/you
tube/men-in-jetpacks-fly-alongside-an-a380
The Speight papers

http://www.keepitsoaring.com/LKSC/index.php/information/the
speight-papers
The importance of pre-flight checks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbGUE8g47M&feature=youtu.be
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Don’t try this aerotow method at home
https://www.facebook.com/aeropublicidad/videos/
1161068620573259/

There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

Mountain wave flying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_wave
http://www.mountain-wave-project.com/
http://www.mtbeautygliding.com/index.php?id=36

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Peter Demeo know
who you have swapped with.

Detlev Rueff

334

Mark Bland

238

Atila Kerestes

98

Andrew Evans

66

Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.

Duncan Robertson

61

Duty Instructor contact details

Bernie O’Donnell

50

Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Carrick Gill-Vallance

46

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

37

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Richard Grohmann

36

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Peter Demeo

29

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Ian Cohn

24

Ollie Barthelmes

20

Peter Demeo

0429 264 110

Scott Anderson

18

Graham Levitt

18

Mark Lucey

16

David Ross

14

Richard Todd

10

Mike Parkinson

8

Mart Bosman

7

Reuben Lane

6

Terry Knight

6

Scott Lennon

5

Kenton Ford

4

Steve Bradbury

4

Phil Henderson

3

Adam Bland

2

Craig Collings

1

Brooke Anderson

1

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

Duty Instructor Roster

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
Alpine Flyer
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PETER DEMEO

Aerobatics
Duty Pilot Roster

Slice and dice

Alpine Flyer
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Peregrine Falcon compared to B2
bomber

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 20th December.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in. Please submit your contributions and
comments to the Editor at skyfox49@gmail.com.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.

Alpine Flyer

ANDREW EVANS - EDITOR
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