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MBGC President’s Report
Thanks to Ian Cohn for filling in
as Editor of the September
“Alpine Flyer” while I was away
surfing with my grandkids at
Byron Bay and braving the
sharks after a recent spate of
shark attacks in that area.
Luckily for Ian I survived so I
am back as Editor.

Welcome to our new members Greg Wilson and
Karl Nowakowski who have been actively training
since joining. Please welcome Greg and Karl
when you see them on the airfield.
Your Club Executive has been busy this month
with scheduled meetings of the Safety Committee
and the General Committee. See reports from
these Committees later in this edition.
Our popular annual gliding camp at Leeton is
planned for 21st to 28th November.

Thanks also to Tony Edwards for piloting his
Cessna 180 and to Mark Bland for organising our
aerotow day at Porepunkah on 4th October.

If you have not already let CFI Mark Bland know
that you intend to participate please let him know.

See the story and photos on this popular event
later in this edition.

This will be a good opportunity to attempt some
badge flights with the flatlanders over the wide
open spaces of the Riverina.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
Ageing Pilots
In one of my favourite
quotes from the movie a
“Few Good Men” Jack
Nicolson says to Tom
Cruise “You Can’t handle
the Truth”. Well the truth is
we are all getting older.
Unfortunately in gliding the general population is
well over the hump in the age stakes.
It’s a sad fact that in another ten years there will be
a big decline in our membership and many of our
most experienced members will be less active!
I survived the sharks while surfing with my son-in-law
Luke Addinsall and grandson Leif at Byron Bay.
Photo: Cherise Addinsall
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Just like staying fit and healthy and adopting the
“Move It or Lose It” philosophy, staying current
and keeping abreast of procedures goes a long
way to prolonging the skills to remain active.
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Below are some interesting links on this topic:
http://gliding.co.nz/wpcontent/uploads/2014/01/The-Ageing-Pilot.pdf
When to Stop Flying as Pilot in Command
Age related impairments happen gradually, and
pilots learn to adapt and compensate for these
over time. Each one in itself can be worked
around.
You can continue to fly safely and enjoyably if you
are aware of how ageing will affect your abilities,
and take steps to minimise this.
There comes a point, however, where all of these
minor impairments add up to cause a significant
decrease in your performance as a pilot. It is
important to stop flying as PIC when:
 You are unable to stay competently current
(as opposed to legally current).
 You are aware of deficiencies in your
performance and find it difficult to
compensate for these despite retraining.
 If passengers who were previously
comfortable flying with you, become
worried about your abilities, then ask
yourself why.
This doesn’t mean you have to give up flying
altogether - just stick to dual flight with an instructor
from then on.
http://www.pilotfriend.com/aeromed/medical/aging.
htm
At what age are you considered an
"undependable" pilot?
The natural process of aging is of more interest to
you as a pilot than for most other groups because
of the exacting demands on individual abilities and
capacities.
It is natural and expected that some physical
components and sensory functions will deteriorate
somewhat as you grow older.
The degree of deterioration varies greatly from
person to person, therefore, a general rule of
thumb might be based on skill and judgement
levels as physical and mental changes take place
through the years.
The first of these changes which becomes evident
is the decreased ability to handle certain bodily
stresses, especially the increased difficulty in
fighting fatigue.
The stresses of extensive military flying usually
establish the taper-off age for combat flying to be
about 45. On the other hand, airline pilots are often
considered at their peak about this time because of
the experience and skill gained over the years.
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As you grow older your body has a tendency to
"slow down" in reaction time, efficiency, and
recovery from climatic extremes. A young
individual can react more quickly and strongly to
urgent situations than can his older counterpart.
Manual dexterity involving muscle coordination is
affected by age, but not to any predictable degree.
Although quickness of response increases through
childhood and youth, it gradually decreases with
maturity. Older persons who do retain quickness of
response continue to compete well with much
younger individuals.
It may be true, however, that a slower reaction time
might be critical in landing procedures where a
large number of actions must be carried out
rapidly.

When physical deterioration
outstrips piloting skills - it's
time to quit!
Aging also has some specific effects on the
circulatory system, eyes, and ears, and the results
of these effects are of great importance to the pilot.
The circulatory system is fairly well monitored as a
result of renewing the Airman Medical Certificate.
Changes or trends toward deterioration are
detectable, and performance decline or risk may
be discussed with your AME.
As you approach 45, the lens of the eye may no
longer be able to focus properly on near objects
because of the gradual loss of its elasticity. Thus,
you may find that reading instruments, charts, or
radio controls may be a bit more difficult.
In partial compensation for this, the eye becomes
more far-sighted, making it easier for the older pilot
to scan the sky in search of other aircraft.
Bifocal lenses, while helpful, are not always
satisfactory because you have to tilt your head
back to see overhead objects. If you think your
vision isn't what it used to be, ask your AME to
arrange an eye test. Correctable vision is no
deterrent to certification.
With increasing age, the ability of your eye to
adjust to darkness also declines. Especially after
age 60, the pupils tend to become smaller (letting
in less light) and the membrane at the back of the
eyeball loses some of its sensitivity to light.
Within its capacities, the older eye adapts to the
dark as quickly as the younger one but, might
require around two and one-half times more
illumination at night than a 25-year-old. A pilot of
60 might need 10 times the amount of light as the
25-year-old.
Landings under minimal light conditions could
profitably use the eyes of a younger pilot.
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Hearing, a less critical factor to safe flight than
vision, also becomes less acute with age. The
impairment is most marked in the higher frequency
ranges, above 2,000 Hertz.
Normally, the ear remains sensitive to the range of
voice frequencies and to the frequencies used for
Navigational Aids identification.

Jump starting
Our AGM (Absorbed Glass Mat) type deep cycle
storage battery is not constructed to supply high
motor vehicle cranking currents. These types will
do it but it's not good for their health.

A pilot is as "old" as his vision, his muscular
coordination, and his skill as well as his mental
adaptability to flight conditions and problems.
The pilot's individual ability to perform his duties
can be the determining factor when weighing flying
activity and age.
All-in-all, everything considered, 60 seems to be
about the logical cut-off age for professionals since
most mental and physical abilities hold up well into
the late fifties. Dark adaptation of the eye
decreases quite rapidly after reaching age 60.
In view of the progressive problems of age, the
older pilot should gracefully acknowledge the
ravages of time; check himself out on cockpit
procedures often and faithfully; learn new material
and techniques; and consult his AME if the least bit
in doubt about his capabilities. But, when physical
deterioration outstrips piloting skills - it's time to
quit!
CFI Quote of the month
“Low and slow, in you go” and;
“Height is money in the bank, speed is money in
the pocket”
MARK BLAND - CFI

Our solar charging station in the club hangar.
Photo: Terry Knight

Use of green battery disconnect switches fitted to
Tercel, Charade and Ford vehicles
Some members use these as a removable
connector instead of as a rotary switch. The units
must NOT be dismantled. It's tricky to reinstall the
dovetail insulating block without cross-threading
the screw or worse, losing parts.
One full turn anticlockwise please, switch
disconnects battery. Clockwise one turn until tight
switches battery back into circuit. Support the
switch assembly with your free hand to take the
rotational strain away from the battery post.
Please spread the word.
Aircraft Batteries

Terry’s maintenance column
The theme of this month’s
column is batteries.
Use of Solar Charge Station
to recharge / jump start
vehicle batteries. Can we do
this?
This is an
question.

often

asked

Answer: We could do this but we don't and won't.
It is not permitted.
Reason: Our main storage battery will give
longest service if it's not discharged too deeply by
drawing more than 25% of its capacity.
Using a big (220Ah) battery to recharge a smaller
(80Ah) one overnight will excessively discharge
the big battery.
So for big car and winch batteries we use a mains
powered charger instead.
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Since the topic of the month is batteries and it's
fair to say there is a fair bit of misinformation
going around, I have written a lengthy primer on
the subject and included it in our Web page. It
discusses in detail why our lead acid battery
capacity is often below par, battery history and
battery management. See:
http://www.mtbeautygliding.com/index.php?id=53

It leads to a conclusion concerning lithium iron
(NOT Ion) batteries and that has been extracted
and added below:
We will now consider some Lithium variations,
and eliminate those unsuitable for aircraft use.
Lithium Ion cells
In 1979 chemist John Goodenough at Oxford
presented his rechargeable 3.6V cell that used
Lithium Cobalt Oxide and Lithium Manganese
Dioxide. It is known as Lithium Ion (Li-Ion).
Thinner plastic laminated versions, called Lithiumion polymer - Li-Po - are now common.
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If abused, and sometimes even when not abused,
these can spontaneously burn with great ferocity.
The fire can only be extinguished by smothering.
In 2013, Boeing grounded its fleet of 787
Dreamliners at a cost of $50 million a day
because the aircraft's two Yuasa 32V lithium
cobalt oxide standby battery packs tended to
spontaneously ignite.
Not ideal for a glider!
Our Oxford whiz thought it wasn't Goodenough,
and in 1996 went on to develop a stable and
cheaper Lithium Iron Phosphate (LiFePO4) cell.
These are sometimes also named LFE or LiFe.
They do not easily ignite.
At this stage of their continuing development
these cells are the best option for replacement of
Pb cells if greater performance becomes
necessary.
Changes are still being made. Yttrium doping
improves performance and the result is called a
LiFeYPO4 (LFYP) cell.
We know that we should only use half of our SLA
battery's rated capacity. We know the battery
voltage steadily falls during use, and we know that
our radios are usually rated for a supply voltage of
13.6V - 13.8V. We know that the energy capacity
of our SLA batteries is often too low for our
application.
Cell voltage comparison: Pb cells give 2V, NiCad
and NiMH give 1.2V, Li-Ion starts at 4.2V and falls
progressively to about 3V.
The LiFePO4 types provide an output of 3.2V that
remains steady until the last 5% of capacity. To
make a nominal 12V battery, we use 4 cells
(12.8V).
They have half the volume and a third of the mass
of an equivalent capacity PB SLA battery.
This means that we can double the energy stored
by using a lithium iron battery of the same size,
and it will still be a little lighter than a SLA of half
the capacity.
Further, we can quadruple the usable energy
because the Lithium Iron battery is not damaged
by deep discharge (to a minimum of 2.5V per cell)
that limits the usable energy in our SLA type.
Even better is that by the time an equivalent
capacity 12V SLA battery is dead at 12V, our LiFe
battery is still happily at 12.6V and yet has
delivered only half of its capacity.
Note that LiFePO4 capacity is lower than that of
similar sized LiPolymer types, but that is not a
problem for us. In any event, the use of LiPolymer
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batteries is not allowed in our aircraft due to
safety issues.
The list of advantages claimed for LiFePO4
batteries is extensive and includes excellent
subzero
temperature
characteristics
but
completely discharging to less than 2.5V will ruin
the cell.
Constant current recharging must be done in an
exacting manner, and our club's solar charge
panel is programmed to do this when properly set
for LiFePO4
batteries. It can also balance
individual cells within a battery.
Cost? A 7.5Ah battery will cost upwards of $160
plus freight and a specialised charger if you don't
use the Club one.
Costs are coming down, and although lifetime
costs are very low, the initial cost is around 600%
more than an equivalent SLA. But then one is
getting twice the energy delivery, and a
substantially longer life.
However, our batteries are frequently fully
discharged, not half as they should be and if we
want an advantage from Lithium Iron beyond long
life we need to use a larger capacity battery. It will
still be the same size but lighter than the SLA it
would replace.
Alternative? Take a small USB recharge battery
with you, (just make sure it is not a Lithium
Polymer type!) make sure everything is fully
charged before the flight, and don't plug extra
equipment into the aircraft system.
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS, AIRWORTHINESS, RADIO

New rules for Silver “C’ distance
Silver Distance under the 2015 Sporting Code
The 2015 rules for Silver Distance may not be
clear on first reading. The new rule is intended to
get the pilot to fly at least 50km from home.
The two extracts below from the Sporting Code
Committee should help to clarify the situation.
Our Club will therefore have to change our Silver
“C” Distance “Milk Run” of Mt Feathertop to
Dederang switchyard as it doesn’t fit the new rule.
The "New" 50km flight can be finished either by
landing or by a finish fix. That means any fix which
satisfies 50 km distance with allowed loss of height
is sufficient to claim Silver “C” distance.
Any declared waypoints are irrelevant. This means
you can fly another declared task and still claim
Silver 50 from it, just by registering a fix 50km from
release. Then you can continue with declared task.
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Practically flying a 100 km O/R should in most
cases be eligible for Silver 50, however one has to
remember that:
a) Distance/height measurement starts on
release, not declared start point.
b) Declared turn point is irrelevant, there
must be fix registered 50km from release.
Reference: 2015 FAI/IGC Sporting Code
discussion initiated by Pam Kurstjens on the GFA
Forum on 5th Oct 2015.

confirmed by lack of data on the Blanik L13) so I
remind members that aerobatics are not done in
the Pilatus.....just ask the Duty Instructor and use
the AK21-GVA.
Afternote: If you are going a bit fast and pulling
more G the airframe will talk to you!
MIKE POBJOY

Annual check flights are due
A reminder that all members had to be current for
Annual Checks by 31st August 2015.

Rudolf the red nosed Pilatus
You may have noticed that the Pilatus-GCD nose
has had extensive repairs due to several collisions
with the hangar door.
I am hoping that painting it red (for danger) will
alert members to make sure the hangar door is
fully open when taking it out or in.

Checks are required 12 months since the last
annual flight review (Ops Reg 3.3.5).
Annual Check blank forms can be found in the
launch point van.
Members are required to complete their personal
details and flying statistics in Part A of the form
before arranging their check flight with a Club
Instructor. You will also need to do your
homework as the Instructor will ask you 3 theory
questions from the GFA ABC Certificate
Handbook.

Safety Matters
Safety Committee meeting
The MBGC Safety Committee conducted its 3
monthly meeting on 18th October. Issues
discussed included the following:







Proposed Club Incident Register (more
detail on this below)
Flight Radio Operator training.
Dual winch cable operation.
Proposed parachute training.
Cow hazards.
Snake hazards (it’s a regular menagerie
at Mt Beauty).

Mike Pobjoy painting the nose of Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Check that the main wheel dolly is round the right
way, and the main wheel is at the rear of the dolly
As the De Havilland Comet experience has
proved, metal fatigue is difficult to quantify (as
Alpine Flyer

Andrew Evans, Terry Knight, Mark Bland and
Phil O’Bryan at the Safety Committee meeting on
18th October.
Photo: Andrew Evans (another dreaded selfie)
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Incident Register
Our Club Safety Committee has established a
MBGC incident reporting system for recording of
all Club safety incidents in order that statistics
may be analysed and appropriate prevention
measures be adopted.
Reportable incidents under this Club system may
be as minor as cuts while repairing the winch
cable for example.

 Interim
replacement
Secretary
arrangements following Peter Demeo’s
resignation as Secretary.
 Club glider insurance options.
 Yellow winch maintenance requirements.
 ASK21-GVA Form 2 due in November.
 Broken canopy vent on ASK21-GVA care of canopies.

Future junior pilot Madec Ross

The aim is to record incidents which have the
potential to detract from enjoyment of the sport of
gliding and address these incidents with
preventative actions in our operating procedures.
Incidents may be reported by email to our Club
Safety Officer Phil O’Bryan at:
phil@threshold.com.au or anonymously if desired
by letter to his mail address at:
PO Box 11 Tawonga South Vic 3698
The Incident Register will be confidential.
Snake warning
With the arrival of warmer weather several snake
sightings have been reported on the airfield.
Members are reminded to take care, particularly
in long grass in the winch paddock and when
retrieving the parachute or winch cable from the
paddocks adjoining the airstrip.

Future glider pilot Madec Ross continues his training by
being introduced to paraglider repair techniques at an
early age by his Dad Dave and Mum Francine.
Photo: Andrew Evans
Tiger snake
Photo: Australian Museum

POREPUNKAH AEROTOW DAY

Committee meeting
The Club General
25th October.

Committee

met

on

Business items discussed included:
 Clean-up of private hangar.
 Chase-up of long term unfinancial
members re intentions and refund of
debentures.
 Strategic Plan update.
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A very successful aerotow day was organised by
CFI Mark Bland at Porepunkah airstrip on
4th October with Tony Edwards providing
aerotows in his Cessna 180.
Carrick Gill-Vallence was very enthused about
this event and has provided a story and photos
below on his experiences at the first of these
aerotow days which will no doubt be repeated.
Seeing how we operate mostly by winch at the
club, I was pretty keen to grab the opportunity to
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brush up on my aerotow skills at the Porepunkah
fly-in day.
Although each day presents different challenges
in our “normal” flying at Mt Beauty it was great to
break out of the routine and prepare for a day trip
to an unfamiliar area.
Being relatively new to the sport, and the club, I
haven’t had the opportunity to venture too far so it
was a case of excited sensory overload as I was
debriefed by Mike Parkinson, especially only
having done a handful of aerotows under
instruction by Mark Bland.

Tug pilot Tony Edwards and Mark Bland discuss the
operations plan for the Porepunkah aerotow day.
Photo: Carrick Gill-Vallence

Mike filled me in on all the Porepunkah airfield
details and the intentions of our flight there from
YMBT, then it was time to jump in ASK21-GVA
and get the day started.
The flight over was nice and smooth with
reasonably stable conditions. Shortly after
releasing the tow line Mike and I managed to get
into some weak wave at about 5,500ft - icing on
the cake for me as I’d never experienced wave
before.

When Steve asked if I wanted to be in command
for the take-off I jumped at the opportunity and felt
confident I could nail it.
After a slightly sweaty-palmed take-off I was
stoked with the result - nice and smooth and
successful first aerotow!
Once up there it was great to get some tips from a
local to the area and learn about the sweet-spots
to keep an eye on for good lift.
Unfortunately there wasn’t “great” lift but we were
able to stay up for about 40 minutes and practice
some “lift sniffing techniques” - all good practice
for a relatively low-experienced pilot like myself!

The happy gang at the Porepunkah aerotow day with
Mt Buffalo in the background.
Photo: Carrick Gill-Vallence

Before I knew it after a nice day of hanging out in
the sun it was time to head back to Mt Beauty. I
had no idea Mark would offer for me to do the
flight solo - being my first solo aerotow.
I remember feeling slightly similar to how I felt
when he offered for me to do my first solo flight
ever - nervous but confident.

After a slightly sweatypalmed take-off I was stoked
with the result - nice and
smooth and successful first
aerotow!
We floated around in wave for about 15-20
minutes, which seemed to be triggered by a
westerly coming over Mt Buffalo, then began our
descent into Porepunkah.
Although I’d never been to the airstrip before it
was a nice comfortable approach, circuit and
landing.
For my next flight I was lucky enough to snag
some local knowledge sharing a dual flight with
Steve Bradbury.
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ASK21-GVA on aerotow at Porepunkah by Tony
Edwards in his Cessna 180.
Photo: Carrick Gill Vallence

I spent the time before the flight reconciling all the
tips given to me by Mike Parkinson, Steve
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Bradbury and Mark Bland, and planning out my
flight.
Next thing I knew, I’d completed my pre-flight
checks and we were off. The take-off was smooth
and controlled.
After gaining some height and speed I found
myself wrestling a few thermals to stay in position
behind Tony. The rest of the tow was bumpy but a
brilliant experience.
I remember grinning for most of it. We crawled up
to a couple of hundred feet above Tawonga Gap
before I released, thanked Tony over the radio,
then went on to find a couple of reasonable
thermals back on “home ground”.

because I haven’t been associated with any other
club, but we’ve got some serious collective
knowledge in our club’s pilots.
I’d like to encourage any new members to call on
this, it’s priceless information that will help your
training in a HUGE way.
CARRICK GILL-VALLANCE

ERNIE PANTLING’S SOARING
EXPERIENCE WITH IAN COHN
Ernie Pantling is a member of Mt Beauty Probus
Club and was recently treated to a gliding flight
with Ian Cohn. Here is his story.
There I was looking over Victoria’s spectacular
High Country from 6,000 feet. The mountains
stretched out below me way past the horizon in
colours of blue and red - some gullies still filled
with snow. It was magnificent! One of those
moments you remember for the rest of your life.

Tony Edwards’ Cessna 180 at Porepunkah.
Photo: Carrick Gill Vallence

45 minutes later I touched down, still with a grin
on my face and was greeted by Mark Bland who
shook my hand and congratulated me.
Ian and Ernie strapped in and ready to fly.
Photo: Mark Bland

I thought ”Why, oh, why can’t everyone see what
I’m seeing now? It could be life-changing.” But,
how did I get here? It all started in our little
country town of Mount Beauty, nestled at the base
of Victoria’s highest mountain, Mount Bogong,
and just thirty-two kilometres from one of
Australia’s premier ski resorts called Falls Creek.

Another shot of the happy gang at the Porepunkah
aerotow day with Tony Edwards’ Cessna 180.
Photo: Carrick Gill-Vallence

All in all not a bad day’s work at the office. First
wave flight and first solo aerotow.
I must say a big thanks for EVERYBODY’S tips
and training, and obviously Tony Edwards’ time
and expertise.
This club continues to keep me enthralled and
challenged. I’m clearly biased when I say this
Alpine Flyer

We have a very eclectic community here. Even
though the population is just 2,500, people come
from a wide variety of nations and occupations.
Among the delights of this town are a bunch of
very enthusiastic and experienced glider pilots
flying with the Mt Beauty Gliding Club.
My friend and fellow Probus Club member, Ian
Cohn (who is also eclectic), an instructor with the
Club, invited me to go gliding with him. I jumped
at the opportunity! Over the years I have travelled
on most forms of transport but never in a glider.
We set the date to fly but I must admit to some
trepidation. Flying without an engine? What
could possibly go wrong?
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The day arrived - a sparkling High Country day
with bright blue skies, crystal clear air and very
little wind. I drove to our airfield (Royal Mount
Beauty International Airport - a little poetic
licence). Ian was there with other pilots and three
gliders.
After going through the safety checks, we
strapped in ready to go.
This was the first of many buzzes. The winch
which towed the glider, pulled it along the grassy
ground at an amazing pace then suddenly we
were in the air rising almost vertically.

Already l was feeling awe and
excitement. I had never seen
my little town from the air.
After a short while, the cable released and we
were on our own. Now what happens? Ian
explained that we had to locate and ride the
thermals to get enough height to do the trip. He
explained that ridges are a good source of
thermals, as are clouds. (Interesting fact: clouds
are at the top of thermals.) So we quickly found a
thermal and circled till we hit 5,000 feet. Already l
was feeling awe and excitement. I had never
seen my little town from the air.

at us.
theirs.

I thought our journey was easier than

After circling Mount Hotham, we headed back to
the Kiewa Valley. Ian said we were doing about
110 km per hour. You don’t really get the feeling
of speed when gliding. It just feels like cruising
along.
All the while, I was drinking in the beautiful
mountain scenery.
The world seems very
different at 5 - 6,000 feet. Seeing the vastness of
the thickly wooded mountainous land, you really
appreciate the efforts of our early pioneers.
We cruised down the Kiewa Valley for a while. It
really is one of Australia’s prettiest spots.
Then we had to turn for home. Ian became quickly
professional again as we headed for Mount
Beauty Airport. We circled the airport and started
to lose height quickly then, smooth as silk, we
were on the ground again coming to a halt.
Would I recommend gliding to anyone?
definitely!

Most

l marvelled at the journey of all those kilometres
without man-made power - relying only on
nature’s forces. The physical sense of being part
of the natural world and seeing our world from an
eagle’s perspective was thrilling. I came away
with an expanded view of my part of the world.
I was full of admiration for the abilities of the pilots
who navigate by knowledge, skill, intuition and
logic.
I can’t wait to go up again.
exhilarating!

Try it! It’s really
ERNIE PANTLING

New member Karl Nowakowski
The view from glider ASK21-GVA. Mt Hotham at
mid-right and Mt Feathertop at far left.
Photo: Ernie Pantling

It looked great and the farms were green and lush
and well laid out.
Then Ian said, ”We’ll go and look at the
mountains.” We headed off to one of the tallest
mountains called Mount Feathertop.
It was
spectacular! The terrain below was rugged with
boulders and crevasses. We flew close to the
peak which is above the tree line. I almost felt I
could touch it. I thought, “This is the way the
eagle sees the world.”
We continued along the ridge line until we saw
Mount Hotham, another major ski resort in the
area. On the way we saw people walking the
mountain tracks. They looked tiny. Many waved
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New member Karl Nowakowski being briefed by CFI
Mark Bland before take-off in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Avoiding cracks in canopies
If a canopy breaks the reason is almost always that
someone has put his hand through the DV panel
from the outside and exerted pressure onto the
corners of the DV panel.
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Unfortunately the DV panel presents a weakness
in the canopy structure. Putting pressure on it
causes considerable strain and despite the
rounded corners of the window you may end up
with a crack that will expand unless you drill it.

In winter it can be turned back out again but
probably by then the canopy has fitted itself.

Cracks like that can also very easily originate from
the holes for the DV panel rails. I’m sure you are all
aware of that and also that you should never open
the canopy by holding on to the DV panel.

VSA ALPINE COACHING & REGATTA
WEEK MOUNT BEAUTY 21st to 28th
FEBRUARY 2016

Now let me wish you a clear view of things at all
times!
New canopies on all new sailplanes are difficult to
close because there is still stress in them. This
cannot be avoided in production.
Interestingly enough, this characteristic disappears
after a few months and the canopies close easily.
The reason for this is that the canopy material and
the canopy rim need time to fully post harden and
relieve the internal stress.

Reference: DG website
MARK BLAND - CFI

This alpine coaching event commenced in
January 2012 from Mount Beauty airfield in
Victoria. With good soaring conditions and cross
country opportunities this is now an annual VSA
event.
Due to a busy coaching and competition season
in Victoria we have had to schedule for late
February which still provides good soaring
conditions and will be well clear of the controlled
burn- offs which start in late March and April.

In order for the two to fit properly after ageing, they
must be latched together as much as possible.
For this reason, here is an important suggestion:
When the glider is stored, always latch the canopy,
especially with new gliders.
This is especially important if you store your glider
in a trailer which stands in full sunlight.
Even if the canopy is difficult to latch, it will be okay
latest after one year.
Sometimes you just can't close the canopy of a
new glider. That happens when you leave your
glider standing in the sun with a closed canopy.
The inside air temperature and canopy heat up to
a very high temperature.
Simply open the canopy for a few minutes in the
wind and it will cool off enough to close without any
problem.
But the canopy latching system can be modified to
remedy this. Whether this is necessary or not can
be determined by looking from the left side of
fuselage diagonally back to the opening
mechanism.
Look at the black metal plate with the hole for the
locking bolt and through this hole the mating hole
on the fuselage. Both holes should more or less
line up.
At higher temperatures the canopy expands and
the hole on the fuselage side is misaligned with
the hole in the locking metal piece.
Loosen the 13mm lock nut on the fuselage side
and turn one turn inwards.

Alpine Flyer

Alpine Coaching Course 2015 participants and hangers
on.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The course is intended for two levels of pilots:


Those who are new to mountain flying
and;
 Pilots with alpine experience who are
seeking longer tasks in the area.

Alpine flying is much more challenging than “flat
land” soaring and offers strong conditions amidst
great scenery.
For those flying for the first time at Mt Beauty the
focus will be on learning alpine soaring
techniques and navigating amongst the numerous
hills and ridges.
Alpine areas can be dangerous and unforgiving.
Safe and accurate flying techniques are of
paramount importance.
Initial flights will be with a coach until you
demonstrate your ability to handle the local
conditions.
There will be opportunities for longer flights in 2seaters with coaches to Mt Buller and Mt
Kosziusko.
For pilots with experience of alpine flying we will
offer “lead and follow” opportunities on flights
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along the alpine chain between Mt Buller and
Mt Kosziusko and beyond, weather permitting.
Details on the VSA website:
http://www.gliding.asn.au/

Interesting Internet Links
Our Porepunkah aerotow day photo gallery
by Carrick Gill-Vallence

For further queries contact Ian Grant:

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jtu2ql36j1xihm0
/AADBa4TCqqTBorvNANB9gTpka?dl=0

Tel: (03) 9877 1463
Mob: 0418 271 767

The latest airspace file for XCSoar
IAN GRANT - PRESIDENT VSA

http://xcaustralia.org/download/
FAI/IGC Sporting Code changes concerning
Badges effective 1st October 2015

Upcoming Events
1st to 7th Nov - Speedweek 2015, West Wyalong.

http://www.fai.org/downloads/igc/BadgeRules201
5

9th to 20th Nov - National Club, Standard and
Sports Class Competition Lake Keepit:

Weather site from Geelong Gliding Club

http://www.keepitsoaring.com/LKSC/index.php/clu
b-sports-nats-2015
20th and 21st Nov - Temora Warbirds Downunder
Airshow.
21st Nov - GFA Safety Seminar Bacchus Marsh
Gliding Clubhouse commencing 9:00 am.
21st to 28th Nov - MBGC Leeton Gliding Camp.
5th and 6th Dec - Gathering of the Moths Mt
Beauty Fly-In.
17th to 24th Jan 2016 - JoeyGlide to be held at
West Wyalong.

http://joeyglide.juniorsoaring.com.au/
31st Jan 2016 - MBGC Annual General Meeting
th

st

14 to 21 Feb 2016 - Australian Two Seat
National Gliding Competition.
st

21 to 28
Mt Beauty.

th

Feb 2016 - VSA Alpine Course,

Ollie Barthelmes sends ASK221-GVA on her way
on a winch launch.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Alpine Flyer

Provides a zoomable, high resolution satellite
image of the entire Australia.
http://ggc.org.au/index.php/gliding-links/weatherforecastWeather Forecast links
http://satview.bom.gov.au/BOM's Satellite Viewer
Another interesting weather site
https://www.windyty.com/?2015-10-14-03,36.748,147.274,10

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:
Detlev Rueff

269

Mark Bland

219

Atila Kerestes

98

Duncan Robertson

56

Andrew Evans

53

Bernie O’Donnell

48

Carrick Gill-Vallance

46

Richard Grohmann

36

Mike Pobjoy

32

Peter Demeo

29

Ian Cohn

24

Ollie Barthelmes

20

Graham Levitt

17

Mark Lucey

16

David Ross

14

Scott Anderson

13

Richard Todd

10

Mart Bosman

7
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Reuben Lane

6

Terry Knight

6

Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.

Mike Parkinson

6

Duty Instructor contact details

Scott Lennon

5

Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Kenton Ford

4

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Steve Bradbury

4

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Phil Henderson

3

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Adam Bland

2

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Craig Collings

1

Peter Demeo

0429 264 110

Brooke Anderson

1

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

Duty Instructor Roster

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

Ollie and Mark flying high

Ollie Barthelmes and Mark Bland enjoyed a flight to
Mt Buller and Lake Dartmouth on 28th October reaching
10,000’ on the way.
Photo: Ollie Barthelmes (don’t let go of that camera)

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Peter Demeo know
who you have swapped with.
Alpine Flyer
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Duty Pilot Roster

Found the culprit!

A difficult pre-flight walk around

Single or Twin

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

Alpine Flyer
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LATE FLARE

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 25th October.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in. Please submit your contributions and
comments to the Editor at skyfox49@gmail.com.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.

Alpine Flyer

ANDREW EVANS - EDITOR
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