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MBGC President’s Report
Well
that’s
another
enjoyable month passed by
with lots of winter gliding
and skiing. I even managed
to get two flights in excess
of 3 hours last week,
although admittedly I was
not able to stray too far
from the nest in the weak
winter thermic conditions.
Although the winter gliding conditions have made
it worthwhile to put on explorer socks and a warm
beanie to fly around our spectacular snow
covered Alps, it has been a bit disappointing to
see relatively low attendances by our members,
especially on Saturdays. It must be the competing
interests of other sports, or home duties
obligations.
Thanks this month are due particularly to Carrick
Gill-Vallance who has demonstrated his excellent
marketing skills by developing a new Club logo
and publicity sign which has been placed on the
fence at the launch point to attract visitors. See
the story and photos later in this edition.
Thanks are also due to Terry Knight, our very
hard
working
Technical
Officer
Operations/Airworthiness and Radio for the
projects he has worked on this month, including a
radio antenna for our new base station and
vehicle repairs.
I attended the VSA AGM and Presidents’
meetings during August on behalf of the Club
where Presidents were asked to identify the main
issues facing their Clubs.
I identified the main issue facing our Club as the
difficulty in attracting the next generation of junior
pilots, following our very successful junior pilot
training program over the past 4 to 5 years. This
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is a general and ongoing problem throughout all
gliding clubs in our aging sport.
Members are reminded that the deadline for
obtaining Flight Radio Operator authorisation was
the end of August 2015, so if you still do not have
this authorisation you will need to arrange to
complete the test with our Flight Radio Training
Officer, Peter Demeo. Contact Peter at:
M: 0428 264 110
E: p.demeo@bigpond.com.au
Peter will be arranging another course in the next
few weeks. It is not necessary to attend the course
as you can self-study for this authorisation and
arrange a one-on-one examination with Peter.
Check out GFA Airways and Radio Procedures for
Glider Pilots as pre-requisite reading at:
http://www.gfa.org.au/documents/operations1/manuals/413-ops-0005-gfa-airways-a-radioprocedures/file.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
With the weather slowly
improving and the Astir and
Hornet now starting to get
some more use it timely to
remind
everyone
of
carrying out proper checks.
It would be nice to think we
can go through the season
without any wheel up
landings!
Remember the lowering of the undercarriage is
an “Action” not a check and should be done prior
to the FUST check when you actually look at the
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placard to confirm the correct position of the
handle.
History reveals a spate of wheel up landings all
over the world, many where the wheel is put “UP”
prior to landing because it never got retracted
after take-off / release and the pilot flew the
whole flight in the Down position!

Club sign
A spanking new marketing sign is now attached
to the fence. Very professional. Let the public see
it - if outside the fence, park to the East of the
gate.

The remedy is to make sure you do a post
release FUST or as some prefer: STUF (Speed,
Trim, Undercarriage, Flaps).
I’ve started teaching STUF because it is a more
appropriate, and the mnemonic just uses same
letters in different order!
As I’ve stated in previous discussions on this
topic, gliding uses fairly simple standard checks
for all aircraft and they should be learned from
memory.
They should be done crisp and clear with due
thought process.
If you haven’t been out for a while and feel a bit
rusty then have a brush up beforehand.
Remember
that
Awareness”.

great

phrase

“Situation

MARK BLAND - CFI

CFI Quote of the month
Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes
courage is the quiet voice at the end of the day
that says “I will try again tomorrow”.
MARY ANNE RADMACHER

Terry’s maintenance column
Over two glorious months on
holiday in Darwin and now
life is back to normal.
After arranging a flight with
Alice Springs Gliding club on
the way home, I was stood
up. Maybe they'd heard
about me!
Gazebo
I was delighted to see our launch gazebo was still
intact after the winter storms.
Thanks to Mark Bland for finishing our bench
seat, and to Mark Ghirardello for freely providing
a great slab of timber to suit.
Thanks also to our neighbour Ron Gallagher for
supplying form ply for a bench top.
Great community spirit.

Terry Knight attached our new sign to the launch point
fence. (See the sign development story later in this
edition)
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Wind Sock
As I write, the windsock has been carbonised and
awaits renewal.
Vehicles
At some stage during my holidays the Ford's
serpentine belt came adrift and needs replacing.
In operation, it drives the air con, alternator
(keeping the battery charged) and the water
pump (keeping critical engine coolant circulating).
Thus the empty radiator, overheating and flat
battery problems.
This was noticed on 23rd August by an alert
member. I will repair as soon as possible. In the
meantime the Ford is U/S.
This emphasises that every vehicle must be
given a cursory inspection before its first start for
the day. Responsibility? First driver on the day.
Maybe a Maintenance book is needed. Checking
takes less time to do than to read it here.
The check is: Check 4 fluid levels - engine oil,
steering oil, brake/clutch fluid, radiator coolant.
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Ensure that the serpentine (fan belt in older
engines) belt is not slack. Kick tyres. Problem?
Refer to Duty Pilot. Then reconnect Green
Master Battery Isolator switch (about one turn
clockwise to retighten). Finally start engine and
reposition vehicle as required.
When parking the vehicle at the day's end,
disconnect battery master switch (about 3/4 to 1
turn anticlockwise). This applies to Ford, Tercel
and Charade as I have now fitted switches to
them all. Can't find the bonnet release? Ask
someone.
Winch
Be very alert to fast moving cows on the cable
path.
Launch Point radio
I have borrowed ideas from my mate Heath
Robinson for the launch’s “new" VHF airband
(AM) portable transceiver. The “red toolbox” ex
RAAF is the result. I have also made and
mounted a new antenna which will give
exceptionally long range on receive and transmit.
A ludicrous number of free hours has gone into
this lot so please look after it.

the unit away so that it will store without forcing the
lid down.
Comment:
These old (40+years) transceivers are battery
hungry. Use a larger battery, well charged. You
may still need to swap batteries during a busy day.
Important point:
Don't let the antenna plug dangle in the dirt, and
please don’t kink the coaxial feed cable. The
efficiency and impedance matching can be
adversely affected by tight bends.
Notes for use:
1. When the fuse blows, find the cause (fault) and
rectify before renewing the fuse. Otherwise call
Mark Bland or me. A spare is inside the box in a
film can.
2. To operate, connect an operational antenna
first. That MUST be tuned to airband
frequencies and have an impedance of approx
50 ohms. For the technical minded, the Club's
new launch antenna is tuned to 126.0 MHz, and
has an impedance of 50 ohms with an SWR of
1:1. Do not connect it to UHF transmitters! It will
act as a short circuit and damage the
transmitter.
3. Plug the microphone in.
4. Adjust frequency as required.
5. Last, check battery plug polarity and make
doubly sure that positive Red is connected to a
positive Red, etc.
6. Connect battery and enjoy.
There are excellent reasons for this action
sequence. It applies to all similar installations.
TERRY KNIGHT
T/O OPERATIONS, AIRWORTHINESS, RADIO

Richard’s winter flight in ASK21-GVA

Terry Knight installs the new launch point radio base
station antenna.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Frequency at Mt Beauty will normally be
126.00 MHz. Call ID is Mt Beauty Gliding
Ground. Volume and rotary on-off, squelch, and
frequency change. That's it. Only those with a
ground or air radio endorsement / licence can
use it.
Inside the toolbox case there is a microphone and
battery cable. Coil the latter on edge when putting
Alpine Flyer

Richard Grohmann prepares for take-off in
ASK21-GVA in this unusual photo perspective.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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Our new logo and sign by Carrick
With a background in sales, marketing, and brand
management I was pretty excited to put my hand up
for the opportunity to breathe some fresh air into the
club’s branding.
As a reasonably new set of eyes on the club, my
perception of Mt Beauty Gliding Club can be
described in words like: ‘progressive’, ‘quality’,
‘attractive’, and ‘unique’.
It’s these words that resonated with me when I was
considering what the new-look branding should
represent.

Future pilots James and Michael Grohmann admire our
new sign.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

In branding you have, as a general rule, only 3
seconds to make an impression on your audience.
I did my best to use these 3 seconds to deliver our
message and leave the viewer wanting to see and
know more about the club.
It was great fun coming up with this branding. I
hope you all can find at least one thing in the
branding that resonates with your experience at Mt
Beauty Gliding Club.
Carrick Gill-Vallence shows off his handiwork in our
new logo and sign.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

I did my best to incorporate them in different
elements of the branding:

CARRICK GILL-VALLANCE

Instructors’ Panel meeting
The MBGC Instructors’ Panel met on 23rd August
at the Mt Beauty Airfield Terminal Building.

Progressive - the modern graphic of the glider.
Quality - the professional-style wording of the club,
and emphasis on our core business, ‘Gliding Club’.
Attractive - keeping the entire design simple and
uncluttered so the viewer understands what the
club represents within the first few seconds of
seeing it.
Unique - an emphasis on the mountains which
shows we’re a mountain soaring club. The two
mountains are little Bogong and Mt Bogong.
In terms of colours, blue represents trust and
professionalism in a psychological context.
Coincidentally the Alpine Shire use blues in their
public notice branding, the likes of which can be
found on the airport terminal building.
The outcome is a generally simple, clean-line
approach - which in all my experience has more
appeal and longevity, and is more memorable to
the viewer.
Branding that can be recreated by an audience’s
memory is historically the most successful.
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Left to right Andrew Evans, Steve Bradbury, Ian Cohn,
Mark Bland, and Peter Demeo. Missing in action:
Bernie O’Donnell, Graham Levitt and Mike Pobjoy.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Annual check flights are due
A reminder that all members must be current for
Annual Checks by 31st August 2015.
Checks are required 12 months since the last
annual flight review (Ops Reg 3.3.5).
Annual Check blank forms can be found in the
launch point van. Members are required to
complete their personal details and flying statistics
in Part A of the form before arranging their check
flight with a Club Instructor.
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Steve returns DG400-GMD from its
Form 2

Peter Demeo and Andrew Evans prepare for Andrew’s
annual check flight in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Safety Matters
With all members requiring Annual Checks to be
current by the end of August, it is timely for
members to practise the theory questions that
they may be asked by the Instructor during their
test.

Andrew Evans and Mark Bland assist Steve Bradbury
to rig his DG400-GMD after returning from its Form 2
inspection by Scott Lennon at Temora.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Three theory questions will be asked by your
Instructor.
See how you go answering some sample
questions in the safety category from Basic
Gliding Knowledge below. This is not the full list of
likely questions. The answers are at the end of
this newsletter:
1. What action must never be omitted before
turning?
2. What are the symptoms of a stall in
straight and level flight?

Andrew Evans, Mark Bland and Steve Bradbury rig
DG400-GMD.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

3. What actions must the pilot take if the
glider stalls?

Independent Operator Levels

4. What is the recovery action from a fully
developed spin?

Do you know the conditions relating to flying by
Independent Operators?

5. Calculate the speed to fly on final
approach for a glider which stalls at 34
knots, landing in a 10 knot headwind.

Level 1 Independent Operator

6. What is meant by the “working speed
band” on a winch launch?

A GPC holder is automatically a Level 1
Independent Operator.

7. Define the non-manoeuvring area.

Level 2 Independent Operator

8. What does it mean if a tug pilot rocks the
tug’s wings from side to side?

Does not need CFI approval to fly on their own on
a given day.

9. At what point on final approach are the
airbrakes used?

A Level 1 Instructor is automatically a Level 2
Independent Operator.

Needs CFI approval to fly on their own on a given
day.

10. What is the minimum height AGL for
selection of a specific landing paddock on
a cross country flight?

Alpine Flyer
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Carrick’s Dad enjoyed his flight

What happened to Mark’s prop?

Many thanks to Carrick after I recently had one of
the most enjoyable days of my life. Soaring in the
sky over the mountains in Mt Beauty with my son
as the Pilot of a glider.

The wonders of digital photography have done
strange things to the propeller on Mark Bland’s
ASK21-GVS and converted it into a boomerang.

Taking off is incredible, a cable attached to a
classic old truck about 1 km down the air field
powers a winch, which literally pulls you up into
the air.
Carrick then releases the cable at about 2800 feet
and we are free as a bird.

Carrick Gill-Vallance takes his father Ian for a flight in
ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Carrick (selfie)

I was extremely lucky to get more than 2 hours in
the air dancing with the clouds. Such a buzz,
circling in the uplifts close to the face of the
mountains to gain altitude, then soaring along the
ridges looking for another uplift.
Thanks Carrick and the Mt Beauty Gliding Club
for an unforgettable experience.
IAN GILL-VALLANCE

Mark Bland in ASK21-GVS.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Upcoming Events
Date TBA in Sep - MBGC Porepunkah aerotow
camp.
4th to 10th Oct - Airworthiness training course at
Waikerie for Form 2 and component replacement.
Contact John Hudson - Hudson@senet.com.au.
18th to 24th Oct - Women in Gliding week at Lake
Keepit. Contact Wendy Medlicott.
1st to 7th Nov - Speedweek 2015, West Wyalong.

Future junior pilot Madec

9th to 20th Nov - National Club, Standard and
Sports Class Competition Lake Keepit:
http://www.keepitsoaring.com/LKSC/index.php/clu
b-sports-nats-2015
20th and 21st Nov - Temora Warbirds Downunder
Airshow.
14th to 21st Feb 2016 - Australian Two Seat
National Gliding Competition.
21st to 27th Feb 2016 - VSA Alpine Course,
Mt Beauty.

Madec Ross with proud Dad Dave in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Alpine Flyer

Page 6

Alpine Flyer August 2015

Last day of winter flight
Mark Bland celebrated the last day of winter by
flying over the beautiful snow-capped Alps near
Mt Beauty and taking these stunning photos.

Russian UFO jet fighters exceeding the critical
angle of attack
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=77e_1389637750

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:
Detlev Rueff

220

Mark Bland

177

Atila Kerestes

82

Andrew Evans

49

Bernie O’Donnell

47

Duncan Robertson

42

Carrick Gill-Vallance

40

Mike Pobjoy

26

Peter Demeo

25

Richard Grohmann

23

Ian Cohn

20

Ollie Barthelmes

15

Mark Lucey

15

David Ross

14

Scott Anderson

13

Graham Levitt

9

Mart Bosman

7

Reuben Lane

6

Scott Lennon

5

Kenton Ford

4

Steve Bradbury

4

Richard Todd

4

Terry Knight

4

Phil Henderson

3

Interesting Internet Links

Adam Bland

2

Spitfire restoration

Craig Collings

1

http://www.christies.com/spitfire/interactive/index.
html

Brooke Anderson

1

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

Approaching Mt Feathertop from Mt Fainter in
Libelle-GUK.
Photo: Mark Bland

The south-east end of Mt Bogong from
Libelle-GUK.
Photo: Mark Bland

Drone footage of the Himalayas
http://viralcrazyvideos.us/they-just-released-thisdrone-footage-of-the-himalayas-and-its-jawdropping/
The last dam buster pilot
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-04/last-wwiidambusters-pilot-les-munro-dies-in-newzealand/6672082
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If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There are three annual prizes for the most active
winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).
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Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Peter Demeo know
who you have swapped with.
Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.
The Club Committee decided at its meeting on
26th July to remove the requirement for a Duty
Pilot to be present on weekend days during the
winter season from 30th April to 1st October.
The roster has been revised accordingly.
Duty Instructor Roster

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Peter Demeo

0429 264 110
Duty Pilot Roster

(No Duty Pilot required from 30th April to
1st October)

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

Alpine Flyer
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Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 25th September.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in. Please submit your contributions and
comments to the Editor at skyfox49@gmail.com.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
ANDREW EVANS - EDITOR

Answers to Safety Quiz on Page 5
1. Lookout.
2. Nose higher than normal;
Continuous back movement of stick;
Quieter;
Falling airspeed;
Controls less effective;
Buffeting.
3. Stick forward, then pull back at 1.5Vs
(where Vs = stall speed).

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

4. Full opposite rudder;
Centralise ailerons;
Stick forward then pull back at 1.5Vs.
5. 56 knots (1.5Vs + half wind speed).
6. Between 1.3Vs and the maximum placard
launch speed.
7. Too low to manoeuvre and too high to
land straight ahead on the aerodrome.
8. Problem with
immediately.

the

tug

-

release

9. When overshoot identified.
Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.
Alpine Flyer

10. 1500’ AGL (Note: the general outlanding
area is to be selected at 2000’ AGL).
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