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MBGC President’s Report
This edition has plenty of
winter themes, from flying
over snow-capped peaks to
our Club ski team carving
some turns at Falls Creek.
How lucky are we to enjoy
this beautiful environment
right on our doorstep?
See the photo spreads of these exploits later in
this edition.
Congratulations to Peter Demeo for his recent
re-certification as a Level 1 Gliding Instructor after
a few years sabbatical leave. It will be of great
assistance to the Club to have an extra Instructor
on the Duty Roster. Thanks to Peter for this
commitment.
The Club executive has been active during July
with meetings of the Safety Committee and the
full Committee.
Reports from these Committees are provided later
in this edition.
Upcoming meetings of interest to members are:
8th Aug - VSA AGM and Presidents’ meeting and
VSA Awards presentation, Bacchus Marsh.
23rd Aug - MBGC Instructors’ Panel meeting.
The VSA has asked Club Presidents to bring to the
meetings on 8th August the three main issues
affecting their clubs for a round table discussion.
If members have any thoughts on this you can
forward them to me at:
skyfox49@gmail.com.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

Alpine Flyer

CFI Report
Well we’re over hump of
winter and last Sunday we
had our first decent soaring
day for many weeks. I
managed to fly my Libelle
past Mt Feathertop and
enjoy the spectacular views
of the recent snow dump.
Prior to this, having Mt Bogong withdrawal
symptoms I had a crazy idea and decided to hike
up on foot last month. I had done it twice before,
but probably nearly twenty years ago, so the
memory of the pain it can cause had vanished
from my ageing brain cells.
Anyway on the last day of June, after a practice
walk up My Beauty a few days earlier, I decided
to give it a go as Suzanne had gone to Albury.
Halfway up the Staircase Spur I was concerned
about some increasing cloud cover that I thought
would prevent any views but a couple of
descending hikers returning from an overnight
camp ensured me it was still sunny on top.
I thought I would at least try for Bivouac Hut even
though I was feeling the strain. The air was quite
cold but my hair was drenched in sweat. A short
rest and a few refreshments at the hut and I felt
energised to go a bit further.
I sent a text message to my daughter Amanda
and also MBGC member Atila (The Bogong King)
Kerestes to advise my intentions, and within
seconds I had a reply from Atila back in
Mt Beauty that he was on his way to join me!
This spurred me on and I thought surely I can’t let
him catch me, but also I felt that at least he could
rescue me if I had any misfortune. Once clear of
the tree line the pain wanes as the euphoria of
the views and the visualization of the hundreds of
flights I’ve done over this very spur encourage
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me to the top where I’m now above the clouds
and sure enough the sun is out and not a breath
of wind.

Carrick’s passenger flight

Carrick Gill-Vallance takes friend Jen Bhuta for a
passenger flight.
Photo: Andrew Evans

At the Cairn I celebrate with a boiled egg and
some dry bread and chocolate! It’s stunning and I
would like to stay longer but I know what’s still
ahead of me and Atila is probably running to
catch me so I need to head down.

ASK21-GVSmi Form 2 inspection

I pass Atila about half way back to the hut with a
“High Five” and as he continues to the summit for
over his 200th time I just hope my legs will last till
the bottom.
The 6km descent feels like 60km and I’m
reluctant to stop for fear of not being able to go
again! Atila catches me with about 1km to go and
looks as fresh as a daisy.
Trying not to show my exhaustion I make it to the
bottom with Atila’s encouragement. My legs are
burning so the icy cold Mountain Creek is relief
as I wade in up past my knees.
To my surprise I’m only stiff for about a day and
by the end of the week I’m thinking I would do it
again!
Next time you soar over the top and wave to the
hikers think what they’ve been through.

Mark Bland, Graham Levitt and Detlev Rueff inspecting
the engine of ASK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Ian Cohn

CFI Quotes of the month
“The Wright Brothers created the single greatest
cultural force since the invention of writing. The
airplane became the first World Wide Web,
bringing people, languages, ideas, and values
together.”
Bill Gates
…………………………………………………………..
I like this one better than Bill Gates’:
“Powered flight is certainly a magnificent triumph
over nature, but gliding is a victory of the soul in
which one gradually becomes one with nature.”
Hanna Reitsch (Hitler’s test pilot)

Graham Levitt and Mark Bland, inspecting the engine of
ASK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

MARK BLAND - CFI
Alpine Flyer
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You can learn more about this wonderful program
and consider contributing to it at:
https://www.mycause.com.au/page/87133/the-gift-oflucky-the-young-diggers-dog

Re-rigging ASK21mi-GVS after its Form 2 inspection.
Tony Edwards and Mark Bland holding the wing while
being expertly supervised by Ivan Mock, Ian Cohn and
Lindsay Martin in the background.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Winter flying at Mt Beauty

Lucky and Josh New with ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Approaching Mt Feathertop in Libelle-GUK.
Photo: Mark Bland

Lucky assists with the Daily Inspection of ASK21-GVA.
Shown here carefully inspecting the instrument panel.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Mark Bland prepares for a winter flight in
ASK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Josh New and his dog Lucky
MBGC member Josh New is a returned service
man who served in Afghanistan and is provided
with support by his assistance dog Lucky under a
scheme to assist sufferers of Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder.
Alpine Flyer

Safety Matters
Did you know that your Club Safety Committee
members are:
Andrew Evans - Accountable Manager / Chairman
Phil O’Bryan - Club Safety Officer
Mark Bland - CFI
Terry Knight - Technical Officer Operations /
Airworthiness / Radio,
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The Club Safety Committee meets 3 monthly and
its last meeting was on 19th July. Business items
included:
 Proposed Club minor incident reporting
system.
 Flight Radio Operator training and
examination session.
 2 winch cable operation.
 Parachute training.
 NBN Fixed Wireless Facility Planning
Permit Application submission by MBGC.

Committee meeting
The Club Committee met at Ian and Susie Cohn’s
residence on 26th July.
New business items discussed included:








A very boyish Mark Bland, with stunning young
Suzanne Bland and a handsome and debonair Mike
Pobjoy when Mark and Mike departed Tullamarine for a
gliding safari to Bicester, UK and Germany in 1990.

Review of the Club debenture system.
NBN Fixed Wireless Facility planning
application submission by MBGC.
Club manual update.
Club Duty Roster.
Club banner and sign.
Facebook MBGC member Group page.
Club Strategic Plan.

Mike Pobjoy and Mark Bland with Discus at Bicester,
UK in 1990.

Left to right: Committee members Andrew Evans,
Carrick Gill-Vallance, Mark Bland, Ian Cohn,
Peter Demeo, Dave Ross, Steve Bradbury. Absent
Terry Knight who was crocodile hunting near Darwin.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Blast from the past
Mark Bland has been trawling though his old
photo albums to while away the long cold winter
days when he can’t fly and has come up with a
few gems which you can see below:
Mark Bland with a K4 at Wasser Kupper, Germany in
1990

Alpine Flyer
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MBGC Precision Ski Team Visits Falls
Creek
Representatives of the MBGC Precision Ski Team
took advantage of recent snow falls to enjoy an
impromptu, mid-week blue sky day of skiing in
perfect conditions at Falls Creek, without the
weekend crowds.
Senior skiers Mark Bland and Andrew Evans were
fortunate to be accompanied by Falls Creek
Guest Services representative, Mandy Bland to
call Ski Patrol in the event that they crashed
during their very competitive and fast downhill
descents.
East Sale Gliding Club 1990.
Mark Bland 4th from the left with a very young Adam
Bland, Nick Cohn front seat of the Blanik and John Rule
in the back.

Heather Retraces the Steps of Genghis
Khan
Heather Mull has recently returned from a
wonderful journey in Western Mongolia, with 13
travellers led by Tim Cope as part of a World
Expeditions group.
My Mongolian adventure was amazing! The
perfect way to think back on a 50th birthday year.
Still coming back to earth after riding over vast
steppes and seeing how the nomadic way of life
there today has changed little from 3,000 years
ago.... difficult to get back into the “real” world!
It was authentic Mongolia - seeing seven wolves,
encountering a nomad family on the move,
witnessing a wealth of wild flowers, and eventually
making our way down to Khovd Bag for Naadam
together with hundreds of nomad competitors who
were making their way along the same path.

Mark Bland, Kitty Vigo and Andrew Evans at Falls
Creek.
Photo: a friendly tourist

Heather Mull at the highest point of her Mongolia trip - a
peak of about 3700m.

Alpine Flyer
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Upcoming Events
2nd Aug - MBGC Flight Radio Operator’s training.
8th Aug - VSA AGM and Presidents’ meeting
Bacchus Marsh.
23rd Aug - MBGC Instructors’ Panel meeting.
23rd to 29th Aug - Bathurst Airworthiness Course.
graemecant@internode.on.net and cc
fiona@glidingaustralia.org for information pack.
18th to 24th Oct - Women in Gliding week at Lake
Keepit. Contact Wendy Medlicott.
1st to 7th Nov - Speedweek 2015, West Wyalong.
9th to 20th Nov - National Club, Standard and
Sports Class Competition Lake Keepit:
http://www.keepitsoaring.com/LKSC/index.php/clu
b-sports-nats-2015
20th and 21st Nov - Temora Warbirds Downunder
Airshow.
14th to 21st Feb 2016 - Australian Two Seat
National Gliding Competition.
21st to 27th Feb 2016 - VSA Alpine Course,
Mt Beauty.

Interesting Internet Links
Eagle fitted with an "Eaglecam" in Dubai - amazing
footage!
http://www.flixxy.com/world-record-eagle-flightfrom-worlds-tallest-building.htm?utm_source=nl
Mark and Mandy Bland enjoying the perfect snow
conditions at Falls Creek.
Photo: Andrew Evans

The Perlan Project - Imagine a glider reaching the
edge of space
http://www.perlanproject.org/
MiG-29 and SU-25 jets land on a highway
http://su-27flanker.com/2015/07/20/video-hd-mig29-and-su-25-landings-on-the-highway-recordedfrom-cockpit/
GFA gliding videos
http://www.gfa.org.au/160-gliding-videos
Hanna Reitsch - Hitler’s test pilot
http://www.historynet.com/hanna-reitsch-hitlersfemale-test-pilot.htm
Hanna Reitsch - The last interview 1976
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vxxHyl46co

Mandy Bland, Andrew Evans and Mark Bland on a
chairlift at Falls Creek
Photo: Mandy Bland

Demonstrate how an aircraft turns with this
interactive diagram
http://www.boldmethod.com/cfi-tools/forces-in-aturn/

Alpine Flyer
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Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:

The last one is best!

Detlev Rueff

203

P:

Mark Bland

149

S:

Left inside main tyre almost needs
replacement.
Left inside main tyre almost replaced.

P:
S:

Test flight OK, auto-land very rough.
Auto-land not installed on this aircraft.

P:
S:

Something loose in cockpit.
Something tightened in cockpit.

P:
S:

Dead bugs on windshield.
Live bugs on back order.

P:

Atila Kerestes

80

Bernie O’Donnell

47

Andrew Evans

43

Duncan Robertson

42

Mike Pobjoy

26

Carrick Gill-Vallance

26

Peter Demeo

23

Ian Cohn

17

S:

Auto pilot in altitude-hold mode produces a
200 feet per minute descent.
Can't reproduce problem on the ground.

Richard Grohmann

17

Ollie Barthelmes

15

P:
S:

Evidence of leak on right main landing gear.
Evidence removed.

Mark Lucey

15

David Ross

14

P:
S:

DME volume unbelievably loud.
DME volume set to more believable level.

Scott Anderson

13

P:
S:

Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.
That's what friction locks are for.

Graham Levitt

9

Mart Bosman

7

P:
S:

IFF inoperative in OFF mode.
IFF always inoperative in OFF mode.

Reuben Lane

6

Scott Lennon

5

P:
S:

Suspect crack in windshield.
Suspect you're right.

Kenton Ford

4

Steve Bradbury

4

P:
S:

Number 3 engine missing.
Engine found on right wing after brief search.

Richard Todd

4

Phil Henderson

3

P:
S:

Aircraft handles funny.
Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right and
be serious.

Adam Bland

2

Terry Knight

2

P:
S:

Target radar hums.
Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics.

Craig Collings

1

Brooke Anderson

1

P:
S:

Mouse in cockpit.
Cat installed in cockpit.

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

P:

Noise coming from under instrument panel.
Sounds like a midget pounding on something
with a hammer.
Took hammer away from midget.

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload? There are three annual
prizes for the most active winch drivers awarded
at the AGM (just ask Detlev).

Qantas pilot gripe sheets
After every flight, QANTAS pilots fill out a form,
known as a “Gripe Sheet” to tell mechanics about
problems with the aircraft. The mechanics fix the
problem, and then document their repairs on the
form.
Here are some actual maintenance problems
submitted by the pilots (marked with a “P”) and
the solutions recorded (marked by an “S”) by
Alpine Flyer

maintenance engineers, who by the way have a
sense of humour.

S:

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
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arrange a replacement and let Peter Demeo know
who you have swapped with.
Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.
The Club Committee decided at its meeting on
26th July to remove the requirement for a Duty
Pilot to be present on weekend days during the
winter season from 30th April to 1st October. The
roster has been revised accordingly.
Duty Instructor Roster

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Peter Demeo

0429 264 110
Duty Pilot Roster

(No Duty Pilot required from 30th April to
1st October)

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

Aviation funnies

Alpine Flyer
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Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 23rd August.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
Please submit your contributions and comments
to the Editor at skyfox49@gmail.com.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
ANDREW EVANS - EDITOR

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.
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