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MBGC President’s Report
I missed out on most of the
gliding fun during June by
wimping out from the subzero
early
morning
temperatures at Mt Beauty
and
disappearing
to
Vanuatu for 2 weeks of
warmth with my daughter
and grandkids.

This was a great revenue raiser for the Club and
could even attract one or two new members.

Upcoming meetings of interest to members are:
19th July - MBGC Safety Committee meeting.
26th July - MBGC Committee meeting.
8th Aug - VSA AGM and Presidents’ meeting and
VSA Awards presentation, Bacchus Marsh.
23rd Aug - MBGC Instructors’ Panel meeting.
The VSA has asked Club Presidents to bring to the
meetings on 8th August the three main issues
affecting their clubs for a round table discussion.
I welcome members’
discussion topics.

suggestions

for

these

If you would like any issues to be brought up at
any of our Club Committee meetings, or have
suggestions for the discussion topics at the VSA
meetings contact me at skyfox49@gmail.com.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report

Andrew Evans with grandkids Leif & Eva dodging the
winter cold at Champagne Beach, Espiritu Santo Island,
Vanuatu.
Photo: Luke Addinsall

Thanks to the usual team, headed by Mark Bland
who kept the show running, especially during the
influx of Charles Sturt University Wagga Campus
students on 21st June seeking Air Experience
Flights. See the photo spread later in this edition.
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Something to ponder over
winter is what can you try
and achieve when summer
comes around. After going
solo
there
are
many
milestones to aim for to
become a better and safer
glider pilot.
After the “C” Certificate there are many
internationally FAI recognised badges that we
should be encouraged to achieve.
The first step toward this is to know what the
requirements are for each badge and then most
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importantly in today’s techno world, how will you
verify your flight and who will observe it.
It would be a good idea for some of the club’s
newer budding cross country pilots to acquaint
themselves with the “Sporting Code” and also to
apply to become “Official Observers” (OO’s).
See:

By now you should have picked up the probability
of breaking the weak link if launching an ASK21
on a white link.
Gliders should have the required weak link
placarded next to the releases and I have even
seen a coloured picture of a weak link there.
www.tost.de will enlighten you.

https://www.glidingaustralia.org/forms/faiforms/540-f005-oo-initial-application-2/file
To my knowledge we only have two current OO’s
in the club who are both becoming old and less
gadget focussed, so when the big day comes you
might not have someone to verify your flight.
The admin for claiming flights these days is easier
than it used to be so don’t let it deter you from
trying for your badges!

MIKE POBJOY

Welcome to new member Mike
Parkinson
“Alpine Flyer” asked new member Mike Parkinson
to provide an introductory auto biography so we
can get to know him. Here is Mike’s very
interesting story.
Please make Mike welcome when you see him on
the airfield.

See:
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B30o7SKxzo
8neTlvdU5Zc2UwbTQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B30o7SKxzo8ncnc
3OVZPR1pHY00/edit
MARK BLAND - CFI

Mike’s maintenance musings
With the current cold weather the club vehicles
are reluctant to start so to make it easy for the first
club member who arrives please reverse cars in
and ensure the van is close to the side so that
ASK21-GVSmi can be removed first.
Losing the parachute strops with Tost rings costs
approximately $100. Hopefully the following
information will reduce launch failures and save
time and money.

New member Mike Parkinson.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Glider manufacturers’ design specifies the load
that can be placed on the releases. The world
standard releases are made by the German
company Tost which also make the weak links
that we use.

Most people ask, “What brought you to Mount
Beauty”? The answer to that question started over
23 years ago, when I first came here to fly as part
of the VMFG Easter camp. That was in 1992, and
Mount Beauty struck me as what must be one of
the most beautiful places to fly in Australia. I love
flying in the mountains, with the beauty of
Mt Bogong, Mt Feathertop and the high plains.

We should know the weak links for the gliders that
operate under our control and change them at the
recommended number of launches before they
break due to fatigue.

A bonus was that my family also loved coming to
the area and enjoyed all the activities available
here. It became a natural place to aspire to retire
to, which my wife and I did in April this year.

ASKK21’s use a black link rated at 1000kg.

My flying career started way back as a member of
the RAF Gliding and Soaring Association. As an
Airframe Technician at RAF Coningsby, on
Phantoms, I flew with “Four Counties Gliding
Club” going solo in 1973. George Lee, three time
world champion, was one of my instructors, so the
bar was set high from the early days.

Pilatus/Astir/similar use a white link rated at
500kg.
To make it more interesting, the links come with
two types of holes; round and elongated and they
are used together. The round one will break on
reaching fatigue whereas both will break on
overload.
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I must say, I never realised that challenge, as I
am not really into formal competitions. I just love
flying.
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I joined VMFG after a break of 14 years, where I
have contributed over the years as a committee
member and various positions, including
Instructing.
I have almost as many hours flying tugs as I have
flying gliders, however I also hold an RAAus
licence, so I cannot say I have any aviation
prejudice. If it has wings, I love to fly it.

New launch point shelter
Thanks to the construction team of Terry Knight,
Mark Bland, Mart Bosman and Dave Ross who
have completed our impressive new launch point
shelter.
Thanks also to Mark Ghiradello who donated the
steel for the structure and the timber for the
bench seat.

I have flown in Europe, New Zealand and
Australia and I can honestly say that The Mount
Beauty Gliding Club has an atmosphere and
potential greater than most clubs I know.
I would like to be part of that, and contribute in
whatever way I can.
MIKE PARKINSON

Detlev goes solo (again)
Congratulations to Detlev Rueff who
achieved solo status again during June.

has
Mike Pobjoy, Mark Bland and Peter Demeo enjoy our
new aerodynamically designed launch point shelter on
a crisp, sunny winter’s day.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Detlev Rueff is happy to be solo again as he is about to
launch in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Mark Bland

Detlev and Carrick share a flight

Carrick Gill-Vallance, Atila Kerestes and Mark Bland
test the bench seat at our new launch point shelter.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

RANGA Scholarship
A reminder that the application period for the
RANGA Scholarship for the coming year will
close on the 3rd July.

Detlev Rueff and Carrick Gill-Vallance prepare to
launch in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Mark Bland
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The Royal Australian Navy Gliding Association
(RANGA) has established a scholarship valued at
up to $1500 annually to be awarded to a person
who can demonstrate a strong commitment to
aviation but who is not yet at solo standard in any
form of flying. The money is a grant to assist in
training in gliding, and will be paid to the club
which provides that training.
The rules for the scholarship, and the process for
applications, can be found on the GFA Website in
the GFA Awards section. The scholarship runs
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from 24th July 2015 to 23rd July 2016.
Applications can be made until 3rd July 2015.
Navigate to the GFA Awards documents in the
Administration area of Docs/Forms on the GFA
Website.

Brendan Judd’s big day out
Brendan Judd had a big day out in June when
he ran a half marathon at Mt Beauty in the
morning then took his daughter Ilona for a flight
in ASK21-GVA in the afternoon.

New photographer on the block
Our club has been blessed with some very
talented photographers capturing our action over
recent years.
These include Greg Sujecki, Peter Deane,
Detlev Rueff and Mark Lucey to name a few.
A new member arrival, Carrick Gill-Vallance is
now exhibiting his talents as an excellent gliding
photographer with an artistic flair.
Here are some of Carrick’s recent efforts below:

We are a fit lot at Mt Beauty - well some of us
anyway!

Our very photogenic, trusty, albeit agricultural winch.
Photo: Carrick Gill-Vallance

Brendan Judd and daughter Ilona prepare for a flight
in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Melissa Comrie

Steve drops in to Mt Beauty

Steve Bradbury departs Mt Beauty in his DG400-GMD
after dropping in for a chat from Porepunkah on a
sunny winter’s afternoon. Ah the freedom of self
launching gliders!
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Alpine Flyer

Carrick Gill-Vallance tows ASK21-GVA back to the
launch point.
Photo: Selfie
Page 4

Alpine Flyer June 2015

Bernie O’Donnell about to touch down for a perfect
landing in ASK21-GVA with a Charles Sturt Uni
passenger.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Safety matters
Are
you
familiar
with
medical requirements?

the

GFA

pilot

Here are some frequently asked questions to help
get you up to speed.
Q.

The GFA uses the “Austroads Standards” for
the issue of a private motor vehicle driver’s
licence medical certificate, as contained in the
Austroads publication “Assessing fitness to
drive for commercial and private vehicle
drivers: medical standards for licensing and
clinical management guidelines, March 2012”,
or a later version.

Detlev Rueff puts ASK21-GVA away to roost after a
pleasant winter’s day flying.
Photo: Carrick Gill-Vallance

If you would like to exhibit your photographic
talents also, send your photos to the Editor,
“Alpine Flyer” at skyfox49@gmail.com.

Q.

Happy Charles Sturt Uni students queuing up for their
Air Experience Flights.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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When can I self-declare my medical status and
when must I have a Medical Practitioner’s
Certificate of Fitness?
If you do not suffer from one of the prescribed
medical conditions and you are not an
Instructor or Charter pilot, you may make a
self-declaration of your medical fitness. In all
other cases you must obtain a Medical
Practitioner’s Certificate of Fitness.

Charles Sturt Uni visit
A group of Charles Sturt University Wagga
campus students visited our club on 21st June
for Air Experience Flights in ASK21-GVA and
ASK21-GVSmi. The students were on a ski trip
to Falls Creek and decided to take a small side
trip to enjoy our hospitality.

What are the GFA’s medical standards?

Q.

Do I need to specifically use the GFA Medical
Practitioner’s Certificate of Fitness form or can
I use the CASA driver licence medical
(aviation) certificate (Form 166C) (now known
as the Recreational Aviation Medical
Practitioner’s Certificate) or, a driver licence
medical certificate provided by Austroads or
my state based transport authority?
You must use the GFA Medical Practitioner’s
Certificate of Fitness form and have your
doctor certify you are “not suffering from a
medical condition which would preclude you
from flying a sailplane as pilot in command”.
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Q. How long is my Medical
Certificate of Fitness valid for?

Practitioner’s

A Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of Fitness
shall be valid for two years for a pilot aged 40
or over at the time of examination, or four
years for a pilot aged under 40 at the time of
examination.
Q.

I have a CASA Class 1/Class 2/Class
3 Medical Certificate. Does this meet GFA
requirements?

access to the patient's medical history) and
must be under case management.
Q.

Yes.
Q.

I have a CASA Recreational Aviation Medical
Practitioner’s Certificate. Does this meet GFA
requirements?
Yes.

I have a “conditional” driver’s licence. Am I
eligible for a Medical Practitioner’s Certificate
of Fitness?
Yes, providing your Medical Practitioner
believes you are capable of flying a sailplane
as pilot in command.

Yes.
Q.

If I do not have a driver licence, can I still apply
for a GFA Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of
Fitness?

Q.

I’m pregnant. Am I eligible to apply for a
Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of Fitness?
Yes, however it is your responsibility to cease
flying when the safety of flight could be
compromised.

Q. I failed my Class 2 medical. Can I still apply for
a GFA Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of
Fitness?
Yes, if you meet the Austroads standards.
Q. What happens if my doctor does not issue me
with a GFA Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of
Fitness?
Q.

I have a Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of
Fitness obtained for my employment. Can I
use
this
to
meet
GFA’s
medical
requirements?
No. If you are ineligible to make a selfdeclaration, then you will need to have your
Doctor sign the form specifically provided by
the
GFA
(OPS_F006(b)
Medical
Practitioner's Certificate of Fitness).

Q. I have a Heavy Vehicle/Commercial Driver’s
Licence that proves I meet the Austroads
standards. Can I use this to meet GFA’s
medical requirements?
No. If you are ineligible to make a selfdeclaration, then you will need to have your
Doctor sign the form specifically provided by
the GFA.

You cannot fly as pilot in command but your
CFI may allow you to continue to fly with a
suitably qualified “safety” pilot under the
mutual flying provisions as described in
subparagraph 8.1.3 of the Operations Manual,
providing the medical condition is such that it
does not present an unacceptable risk. You
can also visit a Designated Aviation Medical
Examiner (DAME) to discuss your medical
condition further. The DAME is qualified to
determine whether you are eligible for a Class
2 medical with conditions (for example, you
may need to do additional medical tests).
Q. What must I do if I become medically unfit to
fly?

Q. Can any registered doctor issue my GFA
Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of Fitness?

A pilot flying under the provisions of the selfdeclaration of physical fitness who suffers
from a condition described in Operational
Regulations, Section 3.2.2(d) must obtain a
“Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of Fitness“
before recommencing flying.

The driver’s licence medical certificate can be
issued by any Australian Registered Medical
Practitioner to any person meeting the
required standard, however GFA recognises
the value of the doctor/patient relationship.
Pilots with a history of heart failure or cancer
can only be assessed for a driver licence
medical by their treating GP (or a GP with

A pilot flying under the provisions of a
“Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of Fitness”
in terms of Operational Regulations, Section
3.2.2(d) who suffers a condition which renders
him/her unfit for flying is required to undergo
another medical examination by his/her GP or
medical specialist before resuming flying as
PIC.

Alpine Flyer
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A fresh “Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of
Fitness” will be required confirming the
problem has been treated and the person is
again fit to fly.
The above requirements do not apply to minor
injury or temporary illness (such as the flu,
head cold, etc.).
Q.

The GFA Medical Self-Declaration has a
disqualifying condition "Cancer in the last 5
years". Is this not a little broad? Surely pilots
who have had minor skin cancers, such as
basal or squamous cell carcinomas, removed
recently should not be included in this catchall.
The prescribed conditions on the selfdeclaration form and in our Regulations were
set by CASA in line with the “disqualifying
conditions” in the CASA Drivers Licence
Medical standards.
Under the CASA standards, basal cell skin
cancers are not disqualifying if they have
been successfully excised and other
treatment conditions are met.
This concession is only available to a person
who has been under focused, active and
continuous treatment by the same or
professionally-related medical practitioners
who have full access to the person’s medical
history. Consequently, CASA requires a GP to
certify this.

Q.

If I hold a Medical Practitioner’s Certificate of
Fitness, do I also need to make a declaration
when I renew my membership?
No.

Q.

If I am well, and know I am well, why must I
make a declaration each and every year when
the person who has to have the GP certify
their fitness only does it every two or four
years?
Regulations require the self-declaration to be
made annually. As it is a “self-declaration”,
this should not be an impost.

Q.

I am an Air Experience Instructor and aren't
really allowed to teach. So for the purposes of
the medical requirement definition, am I an
Instructor?
Yes, and a person holding an AEI rating may
actually provide basic introductory in-flight
instruction.

REFERENCE
GFA Operational Regulations, Section 3.2
and Manual of Standard Procedures (Part 2),
Section 10.1.

Alpine Flyer

Flight Radio Operator’s Training
I am planning to run the next Flight Radio
Operator’s training course and testing on the 2nd
of August 2015.
I anticipate that we will start at 9am at the
Mt Beauty airfield terminal building.
All members interested in attending please RSVP
me by email to p.demeo@bigpond.com.au by 24th
July 2015.
A reminder that all solo pilots must have either a
Flight Radio Operator’s Licence or a GFA logbook
endorsement and if not complied with by the end of
August, no solo flying.
Check out GFA Airways and Radio Procedures for
Glider Pilots as pre-requisite reading for the
training course and examination at:
http://www.gfa.org.au/documents/operations1/manuals/413-ops-0005-gfa-airways-a-radioprocedures/file
PETER DEMEO - SECRETARY

GFA Airworthiness Training
The following article is derived from a circular to
all T/O Ops from Peter Cesco Vice President, and
Airworthiness Training Support, GFA
Airworthiness training overview
In recent times airworthiness training has not
received the emphasis that it should have, with
GFA officers and RTO/As being focused on club
audits, updating standards, improving the GFA
system, and supporting members.
Historically National Gliding School was the
Australia wide system of maintaining standards in
both Operations and Airworthiness. This devolved
to the States as the movement grew larger and to
save costs. The state based system initially
worked well but progressively has been left to a
small number of individuals who can only devote
so much time, and this has led to a situation
where most GFA members are unsure when or
where training is being conducted, with the
perception that training is organised on the fly or
is unavailable.
Greater visibility will ensure the efforts to organise
and run courses are available to members, not
only local, but also to the wider gliding
membership
where
there
is
capacity.
It is intended, where practical and agreed that
AMOs (full time maintenance organisations) will
be invited to assist so members can benefit from
their knowledge and skill; this may be on a fee for
service basis.
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5.

Minor Repairs - Fibre Reinforced Plastic
or Wood and Fabric. Wood and Fabric
knowledge is becoming limited to the
Bacchus Marsh based Vintage Glider Group
and they will offer training. FRP courses will
be arranged around the country as required.

6.

Specific small size courses Current plans
for potential courses include general glider
electrical systems, pitot-static systems and
testing.

Planned schedule of courses
A program of courses is being developed for the
next 3 year period.
The first course which may be of interest to
MBGC members will Bathurst Airworthiness
Course to be conducted from 23rd to 29th August.
How you can help
If you can contribute, feel that there is more
needed, know of someone who might be willing to
assist/plan/support, feel free to contact GFA
through returns@glidingaustralia.org, attention
Fiona.
PETER CESCO
VICE PRESIDENT and AIRWORTHINESS TRAINING
SUPPORT.
GFA

Ian goes gliding in England
Terry Knight and Mark Bland carry out an annual Form
2 inspection on our ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Proposed Airworthiness courses
There are planned to be 6 types of courses
included in the first 3 year cycle, these will be:
1.

Refresher courses - mandated for current
airworthiness inspectors.

2.

National Gliding School (NGS) - which
comprises Form 2 and Component
replacement courses.

3.

Weight and balance courses - Due to the
serious consequences of a failure in this
subject, a very high standard is required.

4.

Engine courses - these are also being split
into 2 types, the larger courses which include
engine top overhaul and strip down will
probably be retained at Waikerie due to the
training material necessary, with smaller 3
day courses intended to be conducted
around the country to enable routine
maintenance and enlightened operation of all
motor-gliders

Alpine Flyer

Welcome back Ian and Susie Cohn who have
been dodging our winter cold by touring the
northern hemisphere. Here is Ian Cohn’s
travelogue of his gliding adventures while in the
UK.
Ian just beat the deadline for going to press at the
11th hour.
As part of Susie’s and my recent overseas holiday
we spent some time in England and managed to
visit four gliding sites.
Surrey Hills Gliding Club
The first was the Surrey Hills Gliding Club based
at Kenley just south of London. This was a
famous “Battle of Britain” fighter base. Today,
however, it is surrounded by houses and no
powered aircraft operations are permitted
(including motor glider operations).
The club shares the airfield with an Air Training
Corps gliding unit. The arrangement is that the
gliding club operates mid-week and the Air
Training Corps unit flies at weekends. The Air
Training Corps unit is not currently operating due
to administrative problems.
Being so close to London, the club operates
under restricted airspace and the maximum height
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available is 2,000 ft above ground. The airfield is
flat with two runways and extensive grass areas.
The area is a designated “common” with walking
tracks and quite a few walkers around the
periphery.
The walkers seemed to be well
behaved and stayed out of the way of the gliding
operation.

Surrey Hills GC control van.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Surrey Hills GC winch.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Surrey Hills GC polypropylene winch rope.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Kent Gliding Club
We went to Kent Gliding Club at Challock near the
town of Ashford. The club has its own 200 acre
airfield covered by an extensive area of grass.
We were shown around by the very helpful John
who had been assisting Bob with the restoration
of an Olympia 2B.

Kent GC two drum Skylaunch winch.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Kent GC control van.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Bob and the nearly restored Olympia at Kent GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The club was operating an ASK21 and a K8 when
we arrived. Circuits seemed to be the order of the
day.

The field has a hump in the middle so that the
winch driver could not see the launch point.

The winch was a single drum “Skylaunch” using
polypropylene rope. Due to time limits I could not
take a flight or stay for long.

Communication was achieved by radio and light
signals relayed via a light positioned near the
hangars.

http://www.surreyhillsgliding.co.uk/

The winch was a two drum “Skylaunch” winch
using Dyneema plastic ropes.

Alpine Flyer
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The grass field surface is apparently an ideal low
abrasion surface for use of Dyneema ropes. At
the end of flying operations the ropes had to be
taken out and rewound under no tension to avoid
permanent set damage.

I did not fly at KGC because we arrived late and
they closed down early.

The retrieve cars were apparently reasonable
condition four wheel drives that had failed annual
roadworthy tests and had been acquired for low
prices.

MGC is one of the oldest clubs in the UK with all
year round operation, seven days a week, March
to November and offers wave, thermal and ridge
soaring for novice and accomplished pilots.

The club also had a Pawnee and a privately
owned Robin for towing but these were not being
used during our visit.

On the extensive airfield (about 134ha), the club
buildings include hangar, glider workshops, winch
garage and workshop, heated parachute storage,
battery charging, a comfortable clubhouse with
dining room, TV room, lounge, bar, office, briefing
room, and overnight accommodation in centrally
heated bunkrooms and private rooms with
modern showers and toilet facilities.

http://www.kent-gliding-club.co.uk/
Midlands Gliding Club

The Midlands GC is located on top of the Long
Mynd in the county of Shropshire, just to the east
of the Welsh border.

Kent GC launch point.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The Long Mynd is a range of hills just west of
Church Stretton in the middle of Shropshire. The
word Mynd in Welsh means "hill" so you can see
we are not far from the Welsh border country or
"marches". The Mynd is 1450 feet high so in the
winter it can get snowed in.
We picked a partially sunny day and drove up the
precipitous access road to find a grassy plateau
populated predominantly by sheep and a few
walkers and sightseers.
After checking in at the clubrooms and office we
drove a short distance to the launch point where
there were two-seaters, ASK21, K13 and Grob
twin Astir, and a couple of single seaters.

John, Bob and Susie at Kent GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The airfield is close to the top of the hill in a
natural grassy bowl roughly 1,000m in
circumference and is around 1,000 ft above the
adjacent valley.
The single drum “Skylaunch” winch using braided
cable was located around 900m from the launch
point, which also had a retrieve winch attached by
a lighter gauge braided cable to the winch
parachute.
The winch ”strop” was much longer, at around
30m, than the strops we use and this kept the
retrieve cable well away from the glider on launch.

John with the Dyneema cables at Kent GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The club was flying an ASK-21 for training. The
launch heights appeared to be around 1,000 ft
and the flight durations were short at around 10
minutes.
Alpine Flyer

The retrieve winch was used immediately after a
radio message from the winch driver confirming it
was safe to retrieve. This system allows a fast
launch rate.
The Twin Astir was available and Instructor Mike
invited me to fly in it. There were light 5 kt winds
and some vaguely promising weak cumulus and
we had a launch to around 900ft above the hill.

Page 10

Alpine Flyer June 2015

After 12 min of struggle we had sunk to around
500ft above the field and did a quick circuit.
At first it was a bit unsettling to be around 1,400 ft
above the wide valley terrain, but having to keep a
serious eye on the 1,000 ft high field.
English clubs use QFE altimeter setting which did
not help me adjust. Having had a short flight Mike
offered another one. This was even shorter at 5
min.
Mike had to go and do some training with a
categorising instructor, so handed over his duties
to another instructor, Mark.

Long Mynd launch point at Midlands GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

There being no waiting list for the Twin Astir, Mark
judged that I had been under experienced with
two short flights and said let’s take another one.
While we were waiting for launch the retrieve
cable broke on a previous launch and took a while
to get fixed.
While we were waiting the sky lightened up with
occasional sunny patches and stronger cumulus
started forming.
We launched to about 800 ft above the field and
eventually got into a reasonable 2kt thermal
climbing to about 1,500ft above the field and had
a flight of 33min.

About to launch with Mark at Midlands GC

Retrieve winch at Midlands GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Main and retrieve cable attachments at the cable
parachute at Midlands GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

In summary, a very friendly club at a very
interesting gliding site.
http://www.longmynd.com/HTML_pages/about_m
ynd.htm
London Gliding Club
After a day’s travel to Luton just north of London,
via Stratford-upon-Avon, we went to the London
Gliding Club near Dunstable the next day.

Thermalling with two other gliders at Midlands GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Alpine Flyer

This club is located at the bottom of an
approximately 400ft high ridge on a grassy but
very undulating airfield. As with the Kent gliding
site, the winch driver can’t see the launch point
and communication is by radio and light signals
via an intermediate tower.
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With the light winds the launch heights seemed to
all be less than 1,000 ft AGL. However, after a
struggle, about half the gliders managed to soar
away. On return to the launch point I was
cornered by Dan, a young professional instructor
(Omara NZ in the southern summer). There was
an ASK21 available and being a bit aerotow rusty,
I elected to take an aerotow launch.

Control van at London GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Also, as with the Kent site, there is a huge are of
grass to be kept mowed. The site is close to the
Luton airport control zone and, over the field,
heights are limited to 2,500 ft QFE although the
height limit is raised further out to the north west
of the field.

We took a tow to 1,900 ft above field height and
immediately contacted a 2-3 kt thermal. At first I
found it difficult to locate the airfield. So I asked
Dan where it was. He said near the line. I couldn’t
see any line so I asked again. Finally I worked
out that he had said near the Lion.

The white lion at London GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn
Six cable retrieve tractor at London GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

There is a very big white profile of a Lion marked
into the side of the hill about a mile south of the
field and it is a very prominent land mark. I
understand that it is associated with a zoo. After
that I had no trouble locating the airfield.
Getting away towards Leighton Buzzard town we
found some good 3-4 kt thermals managing to
eventually get to cloudbase at 4,500ft QFE. After
a 45 min flight we lost some height doing a couple
of loops and landed on the smooth but undulating
all over grass field. The aircraft retrieve vehicles
are hired golf buggies.

Six drum winch at London GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Launches were by aerotow and a custom made
diesel six drum winch, again using braided cable.
There was an arrival time board and I was well
down the list with quite a long time to wait, so I
took the opportunity to have a look at the winch.
Although this system is capable of quite a high
winch launch rate, it was over an hour before all
six cables had been used and I returned to the
launch point riding shotgun on the retrieve tractor.

Alpine Flyer

After flight retrieve with Dan on the wing at London GC.
Photo: Ian Cohn
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In summary, another interesting and friendly
gliding site.
http://www.londonglidingclub.co.uk/
A big “thanks” is due to Susie for hanging around
while I indulged in my England gliding adventure.
IAN COHN

Detlev builds up his winch tally

Interesting Internet Links
Scott and Brooke Anderson make the ABC news
(fast forward 23 mins to see them). If the link does
not work, cut and paste it into your browser.
http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/abc-news-sundayact/NC1518C026S00#playing

Two Red Bull pilots fly though hangar
http://www.boldmethod.com/blog/video/2015/06/re
d-bull-pilots-fly-formation-through-a-hangar/
The importance of pre-flight checks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_8mdH20qT
Q

Dedicated to our hardy winter flying
crew

Detlev Rueff rugged up in our trusty winch on a cold
winter’s day.
Photo: Ian Dealy

Upcoming Events
19th July - MBGC Safety Committee meeting.
26th July - MBGC Committee meeting.
2nd Aug - Flight Radio Operator’s training and
examinations
8th Aug - VSA AGM and Presidents’ meeting
Bacchus Marsh.
23rd Aug - MBGC Instructors’ Panel meeting.

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:

23rd to 29th Aug - Bathurst Airworthiness Course.
Contact Graeme Cant
graemecant@internode.on.net and cc
fiona@glidingaustralia.org for information pack.

Detlev Rueff

195

Mark Bland

134

Atila Kerestes

78

18th to 24th Oct - Women in Gliding week at Lake
Keepit. For further details contact Wendy
Medlicott.

Bernie O’Donnell

47

Duncan Robertson

42

Andrew Evans

35

Peter Demeo

23

Mike Pobjoy

23

Carrick Gill-Vallance

21

Richard Grohmann

17

Ollie Barthelmes

15

Mark Lucey

15

Ian Cohn

14

1st to 7th Nov - Speedweek 2015, West Wyalong.
20th and 21st Nov - Temora Warbirds Downunder
Airshow.
14th to 21st Feb 2016 - Australian Two Seat
National Gliding Competition.
21st to 27th Feb 2016 - VSA Alpine Course,
Mt Beauty.

Alpine Flyer
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David Ross

14

Scott Anderson

13

Graham Levitt

9

Mart Bosman

7

Reuben Lane

6

Scott Lennon

5

Kenton Ford

4

Steve Bradbury

4

Richard Todd

4

Phil Henderson

3

Adam Bland

2

Terry Knight

2

Craig Collings

1

Brooke Anderson

1

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

Duty Instructor Roster

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload? There are three annual
prizes for the most active winch drivers awarded
at the AGM (just ask Detlev).

Flying high
Conversation heard between Air Traffic Control and
a Cessna.
Cessna 152: "Flight Level Three Thousand, Seven
Hundred"
Controller:

"Roger,
Centre"

contact

Houston

Space

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to
the weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to receive
instruction without prior notification.
If you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Peter Demeo know
who you have swapped with.
Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.

Alpine Flyer

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328
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Duty Pilot Roster

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the recipient of
their donation when you purchase items from their
store.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

The Editors Final Word
The deadline for editorial contributions and photos
for the next newsletter is 23rd July.
Readers are also invited to offer any suggestions
for improvements to the format of the newsletter.
It's your newsletter so keep those ideas coming
in.
PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

Please submit your contributions and comments
to the Editor at skyfox49@gmail.com.
Thank you to all the contributors to this edition.
ANDREW EVANS - EDITOR

Alpine Flyer

Page 15

