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EASTER FLYING
Melbourne Gliding Club (formerly known as VMFG) visited Mt Beauty at Easter. Here is a photo
spread of the Easter flying and socialising activities.

Atila Kerestes prepares our recently acquired
Hornet-GMK for an Easter flight.
Photo: Peter Deane

CFI Mark Bland imparts some
gliding wisdom to son Adam and
Heather Mull.
Photo: Peter Deane
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The catering crew at the Easter
casserole and crumble night serve up
a culinary delight. Left to right
Andrew Evans, Helen Taylor,
Lyn Adams, Suzanne Bland,
Susie Cohn, Shirley Knight and
Mark Bland.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Adam Bland winch launches in our
ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Peter Deane

Expectant pilots swapping tall
stories about their gliding exploits
under the wing of ASK21-GVA while
waiting for the 12.30 thermal.
Photo: Peter Deane
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MBGC President’s Report
Thanks to everyone who
contributed to making the
Easter
activities
a
success, especially the
catering crew of Suzanne
Bland, Shirley Knight,
Susie Cohn and their
helpers. Our casserole
and crumble night was a
big success.
Second helpings were guaranteed and even
some of the Melbourne Gliding Club visitors
had their enormous appetites, resulting from
their long alpine flights, satiated after three
helpings.
The Club Executive has been busy this month
with meetings of all three Committees; the
Instructors Panel, Safety Committee and the
full Committee.
See news from these Committees later in this
edition.
Welcome to our new Carol Moig who has
commenced her training.
2014 members who have not renewed their
memberships for 2015 are requested to advise
Secretary Peter Demeo at:
p.demeo@bigpond.com.au;
if intending to renew for 2015 and if so, to pay
their membership fees.
Previous full members who intend to resign
are reminded that they are eligible for a full
refund of their debenture.
Congratulations to Mark Bland and Graham
Levitt for their massive effort in providing
training at the annual week long Charters
Towers AAFC (Australian Air force Cadets) 1
Wing gliding camp.
And finally, members are encouraged to keep
flying in autumn.
Even though the weather is now cooling and
we have even had some early snow on the
higher peaks already, soaring conditions are
still being experienced.
Just ask Mark Bland who reached 17,000’ in
wave in the past week (with a bit of help from
the fan on the front of his ASK21mi-GVS)!
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR
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CFI Report
Thanks to all the members
who helped to make the
Easter week a safe and
successful period.
Despite some less than
favourable weather we still
managed a lot of flying.
We flew many AEF’s as well as providing
launches for members and visitors.
On several occasions we ran both winches
which really boosted the launch rate and
depleted the glider queue.
Twin cable operations require extra vigilance
and will only be of benefit when everyone is
switched on and pilots are ready to launch
when the retrieve arrives. We are currently
looking at documenting some procedures to
educate all about using two cables which will
only be used during busy times. In the
meantime download:
http://www.gfa.org.au/documents/operations1/manuals/414-ops-0007-winch-launch-manual
to refresh yourselves on all winch procedures
and techniques.
Last week Graham Levitt and I were once again
invited to Charters Towers Nth Qld to assist in
the running of the AAFC (Australian Air force
Cadets) 1 Wing gliding camp.
If you didn’t already know the RAAF has
recently purchased 22 gliders, primarily for
AAFC use.
These gliders have been dispersed around the
country to eventually provide Air Experience
(PEX in their lingo) to over 6000 cadets as well
as training up to C Certificate level for selected
scholarship cadets.
This is a massive boost to gliding in Australia
and it will take some time to implement and get
all the gliders operational due to the lack of
experienced staff and instructors required to run
it.
Graham and I were greatly appreciated in
Charters Towers, as we helped get two brand
new ASK-21Mi’s flying with nine cadets eager
to try them out.
Over 150 launches were done over six days in
booming 35 deg temperatures. Five of the
cadets attending their 2nd camp had a first solo
in the new gliders.
The initiative behind this very exciting venture is
to hopefully bolster the pool of candidates
desirous of a military career in aviation, but the
Page 3 of 11

Alpine Flyer April 2015

flow-on effects can only benefit all aviation,
especially gliding.
The RAAF have made a big investment for
which I believe we should all be grateful.
MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
UHF Radio Chat.
From time to time, our
airfield radio
communications leave a
lot to be desired. Why?
Our winch transceivers
give a very high
performance.
However, some of the UHF handhelds
belonging to the Club and our members are
poor performers and this has led to
communications hiccups that we cannot afford.
Usually the problem is caused by low power we should only use units with at least 1 watt of
transmit power - and / or low battery charge.
Batteries don't last forever. Make sure that all
the cells in your unit are of the same vintage
and state of charge. Don't mix full and part
charged cells in the same radio. Please check
performance on the field at the start of each
flying day and ensure squelch level is set to
sensitive if possible. Speak normally close to
the microphone. Don't shout.
The Club will be re-equipping with two new
quality UHF handhelds in the near future.

I am often asked general questions about the
UHF band, so here are a few non- technical
details for those with an interest.
We use ultra-high frequency citizens band
(UHF CB) radio frequencies to communicate
on the airfield and during launches. The
transmissions use frequency modulation (FM).
Use is free and no licence is required.
The UHF CB band is 1 MHz wide. It originally
contained 40 radio channels with a 25 kHz gap
between each. We use Channel 14 unless it is
in use by others.
An increase in user numbers and perhaps a
desire by the manufacturing industry to
stimulate sales encouraged the Government to
slot 40 extra channels into the existing space.
This would also maximise the number of users
without increasing expensive spectrum space.
Newer manufacturing techniques made this
process technically simple.
So on 27th May 2011 the same 1 MHz
spectrum space was divided into 80 channels,
each spaced 12.5 kHz apart except for
channels 22 and 23, which continue to be
used for data and therefore continue to use 25
kHz spacing, because that is required for the
data modes.
The actual transmission bandwidth of each
voice channel did not change. We continue to
use the same Ch 14. Our winch transceivers
are 40 channel. Most of our handheld
portables are 80 channel types. When both are
using the original 40 channels they are
perfectly compatible. Use of the 40 channel
sets has been Grandfathered in the new
Standards legislation.
When comparing apples with apples,
transceivers with 40 channels have the same
transmit and receive specifications as their
latest 80 channel cousins, apart from the
obvious fact that the additional interleaved
channels cannot be used by the earlier units.
However, many better brands of in-dash 40
channel units and a few handhelds are able to
have the additional channels synthesised by a
simple software tweak. We will not be doing
this with our winch radios.
The communications authority wants the
industry to gain maximum sales. Accordingly
they are likely to require a change from old 40
to new 80 channel equipment some time in
2017.
Performance will not change. The mode
continues to be frequency modulated, so noise
is still almost non-existent. (Most noise is

High quality Uniden 5 Watt handheld UHF radio
Alpine Flyer
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amplitude modulated and cannot be resolved
by a frequency modulation discriminator)
FLARM Alarm
Now that D-Day for installation of the latest
version of Flarm (V6.01) has passed and the
world as we know it has survived, a few
reflections are in order.

It is also quite important to ensure that the
baud rate is only set to 19200. With most
Flarms, that is the only speed they work at.
Accordingly make certain that all connecting
digital equipment is also set to 19200 so that
all units can talk to each other without error or
delay.
Le Mans practice sessions at YMBT
Please keep vehicle speeds on the airfield low.
The correct speed is one that you believe will
not result in your injury if the wheels fall off.

The Classic FLARM units in our Club aircraft
GVA, GMK and private aircraft, IKS and EAT
and more have all been upgraded to the latest
Version 6.01 firmware. Changes mainly relate
to security, and Obstacle files (not relevant for
Australia).
This means FLARMs with V6.01 can
communicate with similarly equipped aircraft
but not with aircraft equipped with earlier (5.xx)
versions; and vice versa.
Given that you don't know what FLARM
versions if any, are installed in aircraft
around you, you must assume that the only
warning of impending collisions will be
given by your own eyesight. It is important
that sighting the aircraft on a collision
course with you is not the last thing you
will see. This gives new meaning to the
term "Heads Up"!

Now that the airfield has been upgraded and
parts of the winch track levelled, it is easy to
drive at unsafe speeds. Real and recurring
problems includes flat tyres due to punctures
from cable knot ears; and underbody,
transmission and suspension damage from
heavy contact with track ridges.
I do keep on about this, but whilst repairs are
time consuming and frustrating for me, an
injury to a Club member would be unthinkable.
TERRY KNIGHT
TO- OPS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Do you have a Flight Radio
Operator’s qualification?
A reminder that all solo pilots must have
either a Flight Radio Operator’s Licence
or a GFA logbook endorsement.

Another update is expected 1st Jan 2016, and
V6.01 is scheduled for obsolescence on
1st Jan 2017.
FLARM performance
The Classic FLARM system range is
determined mainly by the FLARM's radio
antenna. If this antenna's line of sight is
shielded or masked in any way, performance
will be significantly degraded. You may
assume that the performance of existing
FLARM range and collision warning functions
in Australia will not change significantly solely
because of the new software.
Occasionally, check your Configuration file and
the Settings file to make sure they have not
been changed. (When a card is inserted, any
settings or configuration file on that card will
automatically replace similarly named files in
your FLARM unit). Stealth and Competition
mode changes in particular can change the
range, and the ability of your aircraft to be
seen by others.
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Do you have a Flight Radio Operator’s
qualification?

Over the next few months we will be
ensuring all members meet this
requirement and if not complied with by
end of August, no solo flying.
http://www.gfa.org.au/documents/operati
ons-1/manuals/413-ops-0005-gfaairways-a-radio-procedures/file
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Use of these frequencies requires the pilot to
hold a Flight Radiotelephone Operator's
Licence (FROL) or the equivalent GFA
Radiotelephone logbook endorsement. A pilot
must obtain such an endorsement prior to
solo as stated previously in 3.2.1 if the radio is
fitted to the aircraft and is operated by the
pilot in command. Following the guidelines
provided in this document, an oral
examination on radio usage and procedures
will be conducted and, if the level of
competence is satisfactory, the pilot's logbook
is endorsed.

Instructors Panel meeting on 19th April. Left to right:
Mark Bland (enjoying Susie Cohn’s muffins),
Andrew Evans, Ian Cohn, Mike Pojoy, Steve
Bradbury, Peter Demeo. Missing in action in
Vietnam buying cheap suits, Bernie O’Donnell.
Photo: Terry Knight

From the Safety Committee meeting
The Safety Committee met on 19th April.
Business items included:


Oral examinations may be carried out and
logbook endorsements made by Level 1 or
higher rated instructors who themselves hold
either a FROL or a GFA logbook
endorsement.







Interaction with Kiewa Valley Modellers
Club.
Club incident reporting system.
Dual winch operational procedures.
Flight Radio Operator endorsement
training and assessment.
FLARM update.
Parachute training.

Compulsory and sample questions are at
Section 8 of this document.
Candidates who successfully pass the oral
examination will have their logbooks endorsed
as follows:
"This is to certify that (name)….................
has successfully passed an oral examination
on radio usage and procedures and is
approved to operate VHF flight radiotelephone
equipment carried in gliders".
The logbook endorsement should carry the
instructor's name, instructor level, signature,
club and date.
MARK BLAND - CFI

From the Instructors Panel meeting
The Instructors Panel met on 19th April.
Business items included:





Upgrade of Andrew Evans’ instructor
rating to Level 2.
Peter Demeo Level 1 instructor training.
Flight Radio Operator endorsement
training and assessment.
Parachute training.
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Safety Committee meeting on 19th April. Left to
right: Terry Knight, Mark Bland, Andrew Evans and
Phil O’Bryan.
Photo: Ian Cohn

From the Committee meeting
The Committee met on 26th April.
Business items included:









VSA Club “Health” Checks.
VSA Review of Alpine Gliding Course.
Winch radio communication.
Instructor upgrade and training.
Hornet-GMK repairs.
Chase-up of unfinancial members.
Launch point shelter.
Strategic Plan.
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Welcome back Richard
Welcome back to Richard Todd who is back in
the saddle again after a break from gliding due
to ill health.

Committee meeting 26th April 2015.
Left to right Terry Knight, Andrew Evans,
Mark Bland, Steve Bradbury, Peter Demeo.
Missing, Dave Ross (who participated by
teleconference),
Carrick Gill-Vallance and Ian Cohn.
Photo: Richard Todd

Welcome to future junior glider pilot
Madec Ross
Congratulations to Dave Ross and Francine
Humbert on the arrival of Madec, who we hope
will be a future junior glider pilot with MBGC.

Richard Rodd is happy to be back in his Cirrus-GUV
again.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Welcome to new member Carol
Moig

Dave Ross and Francine Humbert with new arrival
Madec.
Photo: Madec Ross (his first selfie)

New member Carol Moig lands in club glider
ASK21-GVA with Ian Cohn instructing.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Alpine Flyer
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Air Cadets training at Charter
Towers

Mark Bland preparing for a wave flight in his
ASK21mI-GVS motor glider.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Graham Levitt (1st left) and Mark Bland (4th left) at
the Air Cadets Charters Towers training camp in
April.

Recency requirements
The table below specifies the time MBGC
members may go without flying before a check
flight with a MBGC instructor is required prior
to flying solo again.
Total Hours
(in command)

Less than 20 hours
More than 20, less
than 50 hours
More than 50, less
than 100 hours
More than 100, less
than 500 hours
More than 500 hours

Recency
Requirements
(specific to launch
type)
3 weeks
6 weeks

Mark Bland getting high on wave and oxygen on
his way to 17,000’ in an early morning wave flight
in his ASK21mI-GVS motor glider.
Photo: Mark Bland selfie

8 weeks
12 weeks
6 months

These rules will be displayed on a board at the
launch point.
MBGC INSTRUCTOR’S PANEL

Mark’s wave flights
Mark Bland is back into winter wave flying
again with some exceptional wave flights up
to 17,000’ in April in his ASK21mi-GVS
during strong southerly wind conditions.

Alpine Flyer

Spectacular scenery of a wave cloud and early
morning sunlight during Mark Bland’s wave flight
in his ASK21mi-GVS motor glider.
Photo: Mark Bland
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Safety matters
“BALLOONING” ON LANDING
The tendency to “balloon” on landing is usually
the result of failure to understand the need for
a short pause between Check 1 and Check 2.
The intial movement to change from the
approach path to the level flight path just
above the ground is known as Check 1. The
resumption of the backward movement of the
stick near the ground is known as Check 2.
The pause between Check 1 and Check 2 is
generally of the order of 1 to 2 seconds. The
higher the approach speed and the smaller the
airbrake setting, the longer the pause.
To correct ballooning, select and hold a
steady, level attitude and close the airbrakes
to prevent a stall. The stick should never be
moved rapidly forward at this stage.
Once a safe attitude and speed has been
re-established, a further attempt at landing
may be made.

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:

Detlev Rueff

179

Mark Bland

106

Atila Kerestes

63

Andrew Evans

26

Duncan Robertson

21

Bernie O’Donnell

20

Ollie Barthelmes

15

Mark Lucey

15

Peter Demeo

14

Ian Cohn

14

Richard Grohmann

12

David Ross

10

Graham Levitt

9

Mike Pobjoy

7

Reuben Lane

6

Scott Lennon

5

Phil Henderson

3

Mart Bosman

3

Kenton Ford

3

Adam Bland

2

Interesting Internet Links

Steve Bradbury

1

Easter Sunday Wave and World
Record Claim

Terry Knight

1

Richard Todd

1

Craig Collings

1

REFERENCE: GFA INSTRUCTOR’S HANDBOOK

Upcoming Events
None scheduled.

http://soaringblog.tumblr.com/
Blue Angels
watch: blue angels - footage inside the
cockpit
Stunning photography by Tobias Barth
Tobias Barth Photographie
https://www.pictrs.com/tobias-barthphotographie?l=en
Why are there clouds?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QC2x_RR
nk8E
Why gliding experience makes us
safer pilots by Kreisha Ballantyne on
the CASA Flight Safety website
http://www.flightsafetyaustralia.com/2015/04/n
o-second-chances/
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If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There are three annual prizes for the most
active winch drivers awarded at the AGM (just
ask Detlev).

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification. If
you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
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arrange a replacement and let Peter Demeo
know who you have swapped with.

Duty Pilot Roster

Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.
Duty Instructor Roster

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland

0417 565 514

Ian Cohn

0408 379 939

Mike Pobjoy

02 6059 1417

Bernie O’Donnell

0431 529 633

Andrew Evans

0409 277 328

Alpine Flyer
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Autumn flying

Atila Kerestes and Ian Dealy put ASK21-GVA to
bed after a pleasant autumn day’s flying.
Photos: Andrew Evans

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.
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Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
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