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MARK BLAND RECEIVES LIFE MEMBERSHIP OF MBGC
Mt Beauty Gliding Club’s CFI, Mark Bland received the club’s highest honour of Life Membership at
the Club AGM on 1st February 2015.
Mark is the third MBGC Life Membership recipient in the history of our Club. Ray Addinsall and
Manfred Rueff, the founders of our Club in 1976, were both awarded Life Membership in 2003.

President Andrew Evans presents a Life Membership Award to Mark Bland with Suzanne Bland (the rose
between two thorns) at the Club AGM on 1st February 2015.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Although it is largely a team effort to manage our Club, there is one member of our Club without who
we would be hard pressed to be the great success we are today.
We all know that Mark lives and breathes gliding and is immensely proud to be a part of our fantastic
Club.
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Mark is always there to help and is very much the public face of our Club, especially since building his
hangar / home next to the Mt Beauty airstrip.
Mark has been provided with this award in recognition of the amazing amount of work and dedication
he provides to our Club.
In providing this award to Mark, the Club also recognises the enormous contribution that Suzanne
Bland makes to our Club in her unwavering and always cheerful support of Mark in his passion for
gliding and her support for our many social functions.
In order to find out more about Mark’s passion for gliding, Alpine Flyer interviewed Mark after winning
this prestigious award and his responses are provided below:
AF:

What attracted you to start gliding?

MB:

I had my first plane ride in an Auster when I was about six or seven in England. I always
wanted to fly, like many others inspired by my Dad with models etc as a boy. An
opportunity to commence gliding arose while training with the RAAF at Laverton.

AF:

How long have you been gliding?

MB:

Since April 1977.

AF:

What Clubs have you belonged to?

MB:

RAAF Laverton, RAAF Richmond, RAAF Williamtown, Latrobe Valley, RAAF East Sale,
Corowa, Mt Beauty.

AF:

How long have you been a member of Mt Beauty Gliding Club?

MB:

Full member since 2003. Visitor since 1991.

AF:

How many hours gliding experience do you have?

MB:

5910 hours and in excess of 10,000 flights.

AF:

What gliding badges do you have?

MB:

3 Diamonds plus 600 km, 700 km and 750 km diplomas.

AF:

What are your tips for new pilots who want to do a lot of gliding while at the same time
keeping their partner happy? As a great Chinese philosopher once said "happy wife =
happy life".

MB:

Find the right wife and get all your jobs on her list done before the weekend!

AF:

What do you enjoy most about gliding?

MB:

Looking down from high up!
The satisfaction of a successful flight and a nice landing.
Showing others how good gliding is.

AF:

Are there any other insights you would like to share with us?

MB:

There’s always something new to learn.
No two flights are ever the same.
On a good day it doesn’t really matter what glider you have as long as you have one.
They are all nice, especially Libelles!

ANDREW EVANS - PRESIDENT
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MBGC President’s Report
Thank you to Kitty Vigo
and Ian Cohn for filling in
as Editors of the January
edition of “Alpine Flyer”
whilst
I
was
away
camping near Yamba,
NSW with my grandkids.
As usual I was not able to
coerce them into taking
on the role full time.

Committee members who
re-elected for another term.

have

been

A special thank you also to retiring Committee
members Kitty Vigo and Mart Bosman.
Here is a photo of the happy crowd of 19 at the
AGM.

Annual General Meeting
Our Club AGM was conducted on 1st February
2015. A highlight of the AGM was the
presentation of a Life Membership Award to
CFI Mark Bland as covered earlier in this
edition.
Our new Committee for 2015 consists of:
President: Andrew Evans
Vice President: Ian Cohn
CFI: Mark Bland
Secretary: Peter Demeo
Treasurer: Steve Bradbury (ably assisted by
Mark Bland for daily flight data entry and issue
of member statements)
Technical Officer Operations / Airworthiness /
Radio: Terry Knight
Ordinary Committee members:
Carrick Gill-Vallance
Dave Ross
Here is a photo of this good looking lot so you
know whose ear to chew about Club business
on the airfield:

AGM attendees 1st February 2015.
Photo: Detlev Rueff (on timer)

Thank you to all the contributors to this
bumper edition of Alpine Flyer. I hope you find
it interesting.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
Controlled Airspace
This month I want to
remind everyone of the
importance
of
Spatial
Awareness.
This
means
where you are.

knowing

We have an increasing number of cross country
pilots developing in the Club and many of this
new generation place a lot of emphasis on
modern technology to navigate and inform
themselves of their position.
Modern GPS technology is fantastic and
incredibly accurate but it does have flaws. For
example software and data bases can be out of
date and inaccurate. You could have a power
failure, making you look pretty silly if you are
relying on the device totally.
The new Committee for 2015. Left to right - Steve
Bradbury, Terry Knight, Mark Bland, Carrick GillVallance (rear), Andrew Evans, Dave Ross (rear),
Ian Cohn, Peter Demeo.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Welcome to our new Committee members
Carrick and Dave and thank you to the
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Apart from the legal requirement it is also
mandatory to carry a current map. The standard
aviation map for navigation is the WAC (World
Aeronautical Chart), but if any flight is likely to
be in the vicinity of controlled airspace the pilot
should also carry any charts necessary to
navigate without violating the control zone.
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Mt Beauty is in Class G airspace, which means
we have very few restrictions, however we don’t
have to go very far to cross controlled
boundaries that are forbidden without proper
clearances.
Remember that as well as lateral separation
from a control boundary there are also height
restrictions above that. Assume you have the
correct QNH set so leave some latitude for
altimeter errors.
All pilots with either a Flight Radio Licence or a
GFA log Book endorsement should be totally
familiar with:
http://www.gfa.org.au/operations1/manuals/413-ops-0005-gfa-airways-aradio-procedures
Generally, unless they have a Private Pilot
Licence or are totally familiar with procedures,
glider pilots will avoid airspace boundaries.
It is solely the pilot's responsibility to operate
legally; even obtaining an Air Traffic Controller's
permission to enter controlled airspace does
not make the flight legal, nor does it absolve the
pilot if something goes wrong. It is always the
VFR pilot's responsibility to see and avoid other
traffic.
What is 'Airspace'?
In the aviation context, airspace can be defined
as any part of the earth's atmosphere that can
be used by an aircraft. Airspace is a threedimensional space, or volume, where aircraft
(including rockets, balloons, gliders, etc) can
operate.
The use of airspace is controlled by
international rules and procedures in much the
same way that shipping is controlled by laws of
the sea. In practice, the rules and operating
procedures are complex, particularly in the
vicinity of major airports.
It is international practice to measure airspace
in feet for altitude and nautical miles for
distance. Metric equivalents are included
below in brackets.
Airspace volumes are defined by vertical
boundaries expressed in feet above a datum,
and horizontally by defined lines between, or
bearings and distances from, known points on
the ground or by latitude and longitude.
Controlled and Uncontrolled Airspace
Airspace is either controlled or uncontrolled.
Controlled airspace in Australia is designated
differently, based on the level of air traffic
service provided.
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To enter controlled airspace, an aircraft must
first gain a clearance from the applicable air
traffic service provider. No clearance is
required to operate in uncontrolled airspace.
Australian Airspace is classed as follows:
Note that anywhere North of Tawonga above
8500’ is Class E.
Class A: This high-level en-route controlled
airspace is used predominately by commercial
and passenger jets. Only IFR flights are
permitted and they require an ATC clearance.
All flights are provided with an air traffic control
service and are positively separated from each
other.
Class C: This is the controlled airspace
surrounding major airports. Both IFR and VFR
flights are permitted and must communicate
with air traffic control. IFR aircraft are positively
separated from both IFR and VFR aircraft.
VFR aircraft are provided traffic information on
other VFR aircraft.
Class D: This is the controlled airspace that
surrounds general aviation and regional
airports (eg Albury) equipped with a control
tower. All flights require ATC clearance.
Class E: This is controlled airspace for IFR
flights and uncontrolled for VFR flights which
generally occupies the space between Class
G (uncontrolled) airspace and Class C and D
airspace in certain parts of Australia.
The vertical extent of Class E airspace is
generally from 8,500 feet to the base of Class
C airspace. Gliders are encouraged, but not
required, to monitor the area frequency when
operating in Class E Airspace. A clearance is
not required. Class E airspace is depicted on
ERCs (L), VNCs and VTCs.
Class G: This airspace is uncontrolled. Both
IFR and VFR aircraft are permitted and
neither require ATC clearance.
Some other useful links you might like to read:
http://www.recreationalflying.com/tutorials
/navigation/airspace.html#cta
http://www.airservicesaustralia.com/services/h
ow-air-traffic-control-works/how-airspace-ismanaged
Here is an addendum provided by Mark Lucey
to supplement this article:
This link allows the checking of an igc file for
airspace violations.
http://xcaustralia.org/aircheck/aircheck.html
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It gives a visual of the flight as well as nearby
airspace. After loading the igc file refresh the
page to load the data.
CFI trivia fact
One nautical mile is the length, at the Earth's
mean sea level surface, of one minute of arc of
a great circle. The International Nautical Mile is
1852 metres or 6076.1 feet. Consequently,
one degree of latitude (measured along a
meridian) has an equivalent surface distance
of 60 nautical miles, and one second of
latitude is about 31 metres, while 1/100th of a
second is about 0.3 metres.

Andrew Mull Sportsmanship award
The criteria for this award are:
 Someone who has made the Club
environment more inviting to members and
guests because of their positive and
enthusiastic attitude; or
 Someone who has worked to promote or
develop the club publicly or behind the
scenes; or
 Someone who has had an outstanding
achievement through the year in relation to
competition or record achievements.

Seconds of arc are generally not used in those
aeronautical
publications
intended
for
navigation under the Visual Flight Rules;
latitude and longitude are expressed in
degrees plus minutes to (generally) one
decimal place - about 185 metres.
For example the reference point for Mount
Beauty airstrip in Victoria is located at S36°
44.1' E147° 10.2'; Aerodrome reference points
(usually regarded as the centre of the airfield)
are defined in degrees, minutes and tenths of
minutes.
When necessary however, the location of a
point position may be specified much more
precisely. Some point locations for instrument
landings are required to be specified to
1/100th of a second. Some systems may use
degrees only, in which case the degrees may
be expressed to five decimal places, e.g.
S36.73499. Incidentally, a 'knot' is a speed of
one nautical mile per hour.

Detlev Rueff appeared mildly pleased to receive the
Andrew Mull Sportsmanship Award presented by
Heather Mull.
Photo: Mark Lucey

Winch Driver’s Award to Detlev Rueff

MARK BLAND - CFI

2014 MBGC Awards
Five awards were presented at the Club AGM
on 1st February 2015.
Life Membership Award to Mark Bland

Detlev Rueff (left) received the Winch Driver’s
Award from President Andrew Evans with an
amazing 316 winch launches provided in 2014.
Photo: Mark Lucey

Darryl Evans Memorial Junior Pilot’s
Encouragement Award to Reuben Lane
The criteria for this award for junior pilots are:
President Andrew Evans (left) presents a Life
Membership Award to Mark Bland.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Alpine Flyer






Aptitude
Enthusiasm
Consistency of attendance
Dedication
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 Non-flying time spent on the
assisting with ground operations.

airfield

The award includes a prize of $200 paid into
the recipient’s flying account.

Atila Kerestes and Mark Bland with the “Come and
Get It” Trophy wrested from Bendigo Gliding Club.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Reuben Lane was not present at the AGM to
receive his Darryl Evans Memorial Junior Pilot’s
Encouragement Award for the second year in
succession from Andrew Evans, but this photo was
taken earlier.
Photo: Ian Cohn

This victory was short-lived however as Paul
Mander and Mike Timbrell relieved us of the
trophy on 3rd February when they flew from
Bathurst to Mt Beauty in Paul’s jet powered
ASH25-GOA.
Well done to both teams.

Longest Flight from Mt Beauty Award to Mark Bland

Left to right: Mark Bland, Paul Mander, Terry Knight
and Mike Timbrell with Paul’s jet powered
ASH25-GOA about to depart from Mt Beauty with
the CAGIT trophy.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Mark Bland (left) receives the Longest Flight from
Mt Beauty Award from Andrew Evans for his 486m
flight - Mt Beauty / Yerong Ck / Bundalong /
Mt Beauty on 4th March 2014.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The “Come & Get It” Trophy came
and went
In the January edition of “Alpine Flyer” we
learned of Mark Bland and Atila Kerestes’ epic
journey to Bendigo Gliding Club on 6th January
in ASK21mi-GVS.to relieve them of the CAGIT
Trophy.

Alpine Flyer

The jet propulsion system on Paul Mander’s
ASH25-GOA allowed for a quick getaway.
Photo: Andrew Evans
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Brooke flies her Silver “C” 50 km
Congratulations to MBGC Junior member
Brooke Anderson who flew her Silver “C” 50
km from Temora to West Wyalong and return
on 19th January in Canberra Gliding Club’s
DG303.

Porepunkah (foreground) and Bright from
Andrew Evans’ ASW19-EAT at 10,000’ on
8th February.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Brooke Anderson in Canberra Gliding Club’s
DG303-DGA after her 50 km Silver “C” flight
Temora / West Wyalong return

A big 10,000’ day on 8th February
With a fleet of 8 Club and syndicate gliders
lined up and rearing to go with a forecast
temperature of 37oC we knew it was going to
be a big day on Sunday 8th February.

Craig Collings already has his likely looking cu
cloud spotted to get away from his winch launch in
his ASW20-XOR on 8th February.
Photo: Andrew Evans
Beautiful Mt Buffalo and Chalet from Andrew Evans’
ASW19-EAT on 8th February (not inside Controlled
Airspace!).
Photo: Andrew Evans
Alpine Flyer
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Richard converts to single seater

There were several outlandings, including
Chris Thorpe in the Twin Astir, usually one of
our strongest opponents.
Competition this year was very close, with 15
Club Class entries and aircraft of various
performance and handicap. Our Janus had
the same handicap as the Pik 20, which
Jaroslaw and Bernie were flying. Day 2 was
similar to Day 1 and we were placed fifth.
Club Class day winner was Chris Thorpe.
Day 3 was even more difficult. The start was
covered by high cloud shadow and thermals
were low and weak for the next 30 km, before
reaching the sunshine.
The day then got rapidly better until we were
NW of St Arnaud at 9000 ft. A trough line was
one glide ahead with high Cu. It had taken
1 hour 20 minutes however to reach that far
with a tail wind and the rest of the 3 hour AAT
task was into a head wind and overcast sky.

Recent solo pilot Richard Grohmann was happy to
convert to his first single seater, Pilatus-GCD on 15
February.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Horsham Week 2015
This year our weather at Horsham was not so
good. I arrived on Thursday 6th February and
set up camp. Friday was a great day and I
took the opportunity to fly with Chris Thorpe in
the Twin Astir. We covered a distance of
353 km and achieved a task speed of 110 kph
with a maximum height of 11,000 ft.
Day 1 of the competition was forecast to be an
even better day. We woke however to find
overcast skies, a strong southerly wind and
pending rain. After severe thunder storms
during the night and continuing cold southerly
wind, the next day was no better and the day
was cancelled on the grid when the
temperature did not rise quick enough, or go
high enough for a start.
The cold southerly wind persisted until the last
day of the comp and all days flown started late
and were difficult. We finally managed
however to complete Competition Day 1. We
finished third behind Jaroslaw Mosiejewski of
Geelong Gliding Club and Bernie Sizer of
Southern Riverina.

Alpine Flyer

We therefore made a wise decision to turn
towards the next turn point. We glided in
smooth air into the next turn circle without a
climb and then headed towards the final turn.
After half the distance we found a weak climb
to get us to the turn.
At almost circuit height we were lucky to find
another weak thermal to give us an extra few
hundred feet. With a very careful final glide we
arrived at the airstrip at 300 ft. We were the
only one of our class to make it home and so
we won the day. Unfortunately the other
contenders who landed out close to the field
got almost as many points.
After another day cancelled on the grid, Day 4
looked promising for the last contest day. It
took quite a while however to get enough
heating for a safe start, and then a wind
change caused us to change ends. Three of
us were in contention for a contest win.
Jaroslaw had a points buffer but Bernie and us
were very close. We started just behind the
other two and passed them before reaching
the first turn. After contacting a cloud street
we covered the next 40 km without turning.
Then I made a bad mistake. I passed up a
4 kt climb which felt a little soft and pushed on
to the next cloud where we had seen another
glider circling. We could not find the core and
were forced to continue towards the next AAT
circle.
The day cycled and clouds were scrappy with
little or no lift. We made it into the circle and
turned for home, progressively getting lower.
After a total of 170 km we were eventually at
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circuit height and forced to outland. Bernie
won the day with Jaroslaw winning the comp.
Our outlanding pushed us off the podium to
fourth place with David Meredith coming third.
Winners of the other classes were:
 Open & 18m: Peter Buskens (BGC)
 15m: Steve Trone (VMFG)
 Standard: John Orton (GC of WA)
Although the flying wasn’t as good as it could
have been, we had a great time and look
forward to doing better next year.
DUNCAN ROBERTSON

Duncan’s Blast from the Past in the
UK
A much younger Duncan Robertson visited
Cambridge Gliding Club at Duxford UK, 30
years ago in 1985. Duncan is shown below in
the Club’s T21. Also pictured is the winch that
was used with braided cable. We never had a
cable break while I was there. We winched
on grass on the left of the main active runway
and aerotowed on the right.

Send your interesting old gliding photos to
Editor
Andrew
Evans
at
email
skyfox49@gmail.com for our new “Blast from
the Past” Column.

Aviation Navigation Charts
World Aeronautical Charts: The 43 Australian
WACs are small scale (1:1,000,000 or
1mm=1km), derived from aerial photography,
and designed for pre-flight planning and
pilotage. They are part of an ICAO
international series.
They do not indicate CTR or PRD, nor is there
any FIA, radio communications or radio
navigation information. As the re-issue
frequency is 2-4 years (i.e. 50% of the 43
maps are supposed to be re-issued every two
years) the base can be slightly out of date,
particularly in regard to the infrastructure.
Amendment lists for each edition are
published in AIP SUP but these amendments
generally relate to location of airstrips and
special activities rather than topography or
infrastructure.
Each WAC generally covers 6° of longitude
and 4° of latitude. Sheet dimensions are about
70 × 60 cm and the scale is such that a real
distance of one nautical mile is represented
by less than 2 mm on the chart; thus WACs
are really not suited to low-altitude navigation
in slow aircraft, but it is wise to always have
the latest edition of the WAC/WACs relevant
to the journey in the cockpit.

Duncan Robertson about to winch launch left
handed with a passenger in the Cambridge Gliding
Club T21 in 1985.

Cambridge Gliding Club’s winch in 1985
DUNCAN ROBERTSON

Alpine Flyer

Visual Navigation Charts: VNCs are a larger
scale at 1:500,000 and show airspace
information and FIS detail laid over the
topographic base. All VNCs are reissued at
six-monthly intervals but the base topographic
detail may not be up to date. They are far
superior to the WACs for both flight planning
and pilotage. VNC sheet dimensions are
about 100 × 60 cm and contain the following
airspace detail:
 CTR, CTA dimensions and lower levels.
 Flight Information Area and Surveillance
Information Service boundaries where
available.
 Flight Information Service and Surveillance
Information Service frequencies and
providers.
 Communication
and
navigation
aid
frequencies for licensed airfields.
 PRD and designated & remote areas.
There are only 15 VNCs; those available
covering the more populous areas of Australia
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- Tasmania to North Queensland, plus areas
around Perth, Adelaide, Darwin and Tindal.

of the decoded data from the Flarm is shown
below:

Visual Terminal Charts: The 25 or so VTCs
provide both aeronautical and topographic
information around major airports at a scale of
1:250,000.

FlarmFrame::Process(06DDB70C) =>
CRC_OK => Track[VH-GVA]

They are essential for VFR operations in the
vicinity of such airports to avoid violating
controlled airspace.
In some cases, these charts show the details
of tracks to be flown and significant landmarks
to be used by pilots of VFR aircraft to avoid
inadvertent entry into controlled airspace.
All VTCs are amended and reissued every 6
months. The charts are based on the
NATMAP 250K series maps and use the
Universal
Transverse
Mercator
[UTM]
projection, but with a latitude / longitude
graticule rather than the normal UTM grid;
their dimensions are around 90 × 50 cm and
show the following details:
 PRD areas.
 CTR and associated CTA dimensions
including the lower levels of the CTA steps
surrounding the airport, lanes of entry,
ATC check points.
 Surveillance
Information
Service
frequencies where available.
 Communication
and
navigation
aid
frequencies for licensed airfields.
 VFR approach points.
MARK BLAND - CFI

YMBT Flarm Tracking Station
Many gliders are equipped with FLARM
devices (name derived from “Flight Alarm”)
which have the primary purpose of helping the
pilot to avoid mid-air collisions with other
aircraft. There are multiple other systems
designed with a similar purpose however
Flarm is specifically designed for smaller,
slower moving aircraft and gliders in particular.

0.180sec:923.394MHz: 01:2:DDB70C
010219: [ -36.72652,+147.17639]deg 717m 3.0m/s 35.0m/s 145.3deg +1.0deg/sec 5
03x04m -6.0kHz 10.5dB 0e 2.2km
085.6deg +8.4deg
This shows a signal received from the Club’s
ASK21-GVA flying in January. It lists the
FLARM radio ID, the time, the position
determined by the GPS in GVA’s Flarm, the
vario value determined from the barometric
pressure sensor in GVA’s Flarm, ground
speed, heading and the rate or turn.
There are a few methods of tracking gliders
using that signal; the simplest is to get a Flarm
device and plug in a computer instead of a
LED display like is in the glider. A system like
this is installed at Bacchus Marsh.
Another cheaper method is to build an
appropriate antenna and purchase a USB
digital TV tuner (also called a software defined
radio receiver) for $20 from eBay which can be
programmed to listen on the correct
frequencies.
Some clever people have written software to
decode the received signal and output the
positions of aircraft in the area.
This
information can then be sent to a webpage,
showing where the gliders are on a map at any
point in time.
I decided to build a Flarm tracking station
compatible with the Open Glidernet group
made up of around 100 tracking stations
installed around the world, but mostly in
Europe. That basically involved:

The system works as each equipped aircraft
broadcasts its position and velocity using a low
power radio signal. Nearby FLARM equipped
aircraft receive this signal and then the Flarm
unit uses some proprietary algorithms to
determine likelihood and timeframe of a
potential collision and then displays an
appropriate warning to the pilot.

 Doing lots of research to understand how
the system works.
 Buying the components (a single board
computer, the radio, parts to make the
antenna).
 Building the antenna (which is a 1.2m long
co-linear antenna mounted on my front
porch).
 Assembling the components and setting up
the software.
 Rebuilding the antenna as the first one I
build didn’t work!

This means that while flying, every Flarm
equipped aircraft is constantly sending out a
radio signal which can be received by anyone
with an appropriate radio receiver / antenna
and ability to decode the signal. An example

This is the first of its type in Australia and
required some modifications from the standard
(European) design due to the fact that Flarms
operate on a different frequency in Australia.
This required changes to the antenna design

Alpine Flyer
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and also to the software. The end result is that
you can now go to a webpage and see a
picture similar to this one:

In the picture you can see:
 A green antenna icon showing where the
receiver is located at my house in
Tawonga South.
 An unknown glider with the red track which
came up the valley and is now thermalling
on Mt Beauty hill.
 MBGC’s Hornet-GMK glider (shown on the
map as “_11”) with the grey track coming
in to land on Runway 14.
There are several uses for the system, which
other clubs around the world have already
implemented:
 Automated flight sheet system logging
take-off and landing times of gliders and
tugs.
 Display in the clubhouse showing where
gliders carrying friends and relatives are.
 Display on Club website showing where the
gliders are.
 Use of data to help in SAR situations.
The picture below shows the locations where
the receiver has detected gliders, showing that
it only really works to around 10 km range,
which I still think can be improved significantly.

co-operation between Flarm (the company)
and Flarmnet (a Flarm users group).
Flarm seem to have decided that OGN
represent a threat to their business model and
thus are making changes in the upcoming v6
mandatory firmware release for their devices,
which will prevent the glider tracking system
from operating, at least in the short term.
Flarmnet also have issues with the privacy and
legal implications of the system and thus
aircraft are no longer identified by their call
signs on the map and instead only identified by
their Flarm radio ID. These topics are being
hotly debated on internet forums and time will
tell if the issues can be resolved or the tracking
network will be crippled.
Interesting weblinks:
 http://wiki.glidernet.org/
the
Open
Glidernet webpage describing the Flarm
tracking system in detail.
 http://live.glidernet.org/ - webpage to track
gliders.
 http://flarmrange.onglide.com/ - shows the
range of receivers around the world.
 http://live.glidernet.org/flightlog/
- automated flight sheet (does not work for
YMBT yet).
DAVE ROSS

LiveTrack24
LiveTrack 24 for iOS is the first iPhone client
for
the
tracking
service
located
at
http://www.livetrack24.com.
Live tracking can then be viewed via the
LiveTrack24 web site in near real time.
LiveTrack24 is primarily aimed at free-flight
pilots (paragliding and hang gliding) however
you can use this application for anything that
moves!
Note: As the app can run in the background,
continued use of the GPS running in the
background can dramatically decrease battery
life.
I have Livetrack24, (costs a bit under $10 from
memory). It doesn't always seem to work, but
when it does is very good. It keeps a history as
well, so you don't need to be watching it live.
A Nexus tablet with a SIM on a plan could do it
all.

Open glider network (OGN) has only been
running for about a year and is currently going
through a crisis of sorts as it relies on technical
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The cost is about $250 for the device plus
whatever the monthly fee is and you have a
Nav device and tracker.
A miserable option, no SIM in a Nexus tablet
(about $200) and hot spot to a phone.
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An even more miserable option, round up
some old iPhones, and hot spot them.
Perhaps someone more tech savvy than me
could do some research and pick one and
even recommend what to run it in. Perhaps our
Club could put one in each glider.
BERNIE O’DONNELL

Upcoming Events
8th Mar to 14th Mar 2015 - Mt Beauty Alpine
Coaching Week

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2015 are shown below:

Detlev Rueff

79

Mark Bland

43

Atila Kerestes

35

Mark Lucey

15

David Ross

10

Duncan Robertson

10

Graham Levitt

9

Reuben Lane

6

Bernie O’Donnell

5

Andrew Evans

5

Mike Pobjoy

5

Ollie Barthelmes

5

Richard Grohmann

4

Ian Cohn

3

Phil Henderson

3

Peter Demeo

2

Kenton Ford

1

Mart Bosman

1

Steve Bradbury

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
There is an annual prize for the most active
winch driver awarded at the AGM (just ask
Detlev).

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources.

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
21 March 2015 (To be confirmed)

Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification. If
you are unable to be Duty Instructor or Duty
Pilot on your rostered day, it is up to you to
arrange a replacement and let Peter Demeo
know who you have swapped with.
Contact Peter at p.demeo@bigpond.com.au or
0428 264 110.
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Duty Instructor Roster

Duty Instructor contact details

Duty Pilot Roster

Alpine Flyer

Page 13

Alpine Flyer February 2015

Classifieds
For sale
SPOT tracker, Generation 2, very good
condition.

Sale price $80
Contact: Andrew Evans
E: skyfox49@gmail.com
PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

M: 0409 277 328

And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.

A new way to water ski

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
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OLC Review
How is MBGC going on the OLC for 2015?
As at 23rd of February we have a world score of 76,429 (8th), and Australia 72,666, (6th). This
compares with 67,918 world (7th) and 6th in Australia at the same time last year. This also indicates
that we are lifting our flying hours over last year by around 12.5%, a great effort by members.
I have analysed our statistics for this year so far for the gliders operated by MBGC. I have analysed
by aircraft type and by the point ranges 0 to 49, 50 to 99, 100 to 199 and 200 and above. I have also
had a look at the handicapped speeds for flights registering above 50 points (to eliminate launch
effects on speeds) logged to put all aircraft on the same basis for comparison.
Note that the analysis only refers to flights originating at Mt Beauty. So flights originating at for
instance Leeton, have not been included, except in the total number of OLC points
The handicapped speed is the registered OLC speed divided by the OLC handicap. They show that
the two ASK21s do most of the flying and contribute most points.
A surprise is that the ASK21-GVA, is right up there with equivalent or higher speeds than the single
seaters. The Pilatus also holds its own speed wise.
The Hornet is doing a lot of flying and has the highest average distance.
2015 OLC Results (From end September 2014)
Aircraft

ASK 21

ASK21mi

Astir CS 77

Hornet

Pilatus

Total OLC Flts Logged

123

55

51

16

36

Total Pts Contributed

7982

9203

3914

2600

2594

Total Distance Credited Km

6140

7342

3191

2235

1555

Avg Pts per Flt

65

167

77

162

72

Avg Distance

50

133

63

140

43

Flts 0 to 49 pts

65

5

23

1

14

Flts 50 to 99 pts

34

18

10

1

15

Highest H'cap Speed

86.3

112.8

60.3

59.6

54.6

21

15

17

9

6

Highest H'cap Speed

90.7

71.2

61.3

92.1

83.7

Flts 100 to 199 pts
Flts 200 and above pts
Highest H'cap Speed
Highest Pts

3

17

1

5

1

74.8

93.8

47.6

77.3

80.0

322

456

231

310

230

I also analysed the same data for the month of January 2015. Here is the data:
Aircraft

ASK 21

Total OLC Flts Logged

ASK21mi

Astir CS 77

Hornet

Pilatus

45

14

10

7

5

Total Pts Contributed

2921

2415

1125

1132

474

Total Distance Credited

2239

1902

899

940

338

Avg Pts per Flt

65

172

112

162

95

Avg Distance

50

136

90

134

68

Flts 0 to 49 pts

18

1

1

1

0

5
79.0

2
60.3

0

Highest H'cap Speed

20
86.3

3
48.0

Highest H'cap Speed

7
53.8

3
63.5

7
61.3

4
45.5

2
81.8

0

5
93.8

0

2
77.3

0

184

456

156

310

142

Flts 50 to 99 pts
Flts 100 to 199 pts
Flts 200 and above pts
Highest H'cap Speed
Highest Pts
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Again ASK21-GVA is the highest OLC points contributor and showed the highest speed in the 50 to 99
points category.
The Pilatus was no slouch either, posting the highest speed in the 100 to 199 OLC points category.
I hope this will give members some idea of how they stand with their individual flights and how they
compare with the run of the mill club performances. May be you can use this data to provide distance
and speed targets to aim for.
IAN COHN

John Hyland (seated)
enjoyed his passenger
flight with Andrew Evans
(standing) in ASK21-GVA
during the Christmas
holidays and received a
big welcome from his
daughters Clare and Ava
and their friend Dean
Fraser on landing
Photo: Aaron Fraser

Possible future pilots Clare
and Ava Hyland and Dean
Fraser were keen to try out the
cockpit in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Aaron Fraser
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