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MBGC President’s Report
Sales of Gift Certificates for
Air Experience flights have
proven to be popular again
this Christmas as presents. I
have sold nearly $2,000
worth of certificates in the
pre-Christmas period.
This is thanks to our promotions on our
website, YouTube and Facebook, as well as in
this newsletter, the Weekly Update and
through brochure and poster distribution to
local accommodation venues and Tourist
information Centres.

flight, as they are an excellent source of
revenue to help fund the operations of our
club, purchase new assets and can attract new
members.
There are quite a few thanks
congratulations to members this month.

and

Thanks to Terry and Shirley Knight and their
helpers for organising the annual Club
Christmas BBQ at the airfield. See the photo
spread of the party goers below.
Thanks to Terry Knight for the solar battery
charging project. We are incredibly fortunate to
have a member like Terry in our midst with his
amazing technical knowledge and great
enthusiasm for our club.
Congratulations to Reuben Lane for his
achievements at Joey Glide. See his story
below.
Congratulations to Mark Lucey for achieving
his Silver “C”. See his story below.
Have a very enjoyable and safe Christmas
with family and friends and I look forward to
seeing you on the airfield at Mt Beauty over
the Christmas break. Members will be
available for flying from Boxing Day onwards.

Mandy Chiminello of Mt Beauty enjoyed her Air
Experience Flight with Andrew Evans.
Photo: Mark Bland

Don’t forget to promote them amongst your
friends and family at $150 for a 30 minute

Don’t forget the Club AGM on Sunday
1st February 2015.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT / ALPINE FLYER EDITOR
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CFI Report
It’s been another busy
month for me and the
Club as I get ready for a
short break with the
grandkids and in-laws in
Newcastle. Family is the
best
thing
about
Christmas,
not
the
shopping!
Firstly congratulations to all the achievements
from our newer members at Leeton.
Also to Mark Lucey finally getting his Silver “C”
here at home in Mt Beauty after a lot of
persisting in some testing conditions!
Leeton was very successful and lots of fun for
those who made the effort.
Two Silver “C”’s (Atila Kerestes and Dave
Ross) and a Gold Distance (Dave Ross) were
the highlights, but just going solo at a different
(flat!) site something to be proud of.
Congratulations also to Reuben Lane for flying
safe and getting his first 300k at Joey Glide at
Narromine.
Flying gliders is a very rewarding pastime and
for some almost an obsession, but we need to
keep reminding ourselves that it also involves
considerable risk if we don’t do it right.
The euphoria of having a great flight, flying fast
or getting high, winning a race or just staying up
longer sometimes distracts us from our real
focus of getting down safely, or considering the
weather that is always changing.
In the past few weeks, I’ve experienced, and
heard tales of many pilots dodging storms and
squalls to get where they’re going. Some have
out landed and some fortunately through skill
and luck got home.
Are we prepared when things change? Even on
a local flight, when you’re soaring the heavens
for several hours, keep an eye on the weather.
The other day returning pilots were confronted
with a 90o cross wind, which you may not have
enough skill to cope with. What will you do?
How can you prepare? Maybe some more
training needed? See Below: Have a Great
Christmas.
Crosswind landings
Crosswind landings require a crabbing or
slipping method to correct for the effects of the
wind on the final approach. Additionally, the
pilot must land the glider without placing any
unnecessary side load on the landing gear.

The crab method requires the pilot to point the
nose of the glider into the wind and fly a straight
track along the desired ground path. The
stronger the wind, the greater the crab angle.
Prior to flare, the pilot must be prepared to align
the glider with the landing area. The pilot should
use the rudder to align the glider prior to
touchdown and deflect the ailerons into the
wind to control the side drift caused by the
crosswind.
In the slip method, the pilot uses rudder and
ailerons to slip the glider into the wind to
prevent drifting down-wind of the touchdown
area.
The disadvantage of the slip method is that the
sink rate of the glider increases, forcing the pilot
to adjust the spoilers/dive brakes, as
necessary, to compensate for this additional
sink rate.
Whether the pilot selects the slip or crab
method for crosswind landing is personal
preference. The important action is to stabilise
the approach early enough on final so as to
maintain a constant approach angle and
airspeed to arrive at the selected touchdown
point.
Common Errors








Improper glide path control.
Improper use of flaps, spoilers/dive
brakes.
Improper airspeed control.
Improper correction of crosswind.
Improper procedure for touchdown/
landing.
Poor directional control during/after
landing.
Improper use of wheel brakes.
MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
Solar power project
The much anticipated
solar
power
battery
charging project has now
been completed in the
Club hangar. Technical
aspects, for those who
are interested are:
The design brief for the club's mains-free
power supply unit was to use solar energy to
enable simple automatic charging of the Club's
aircraft batteries, various rechargeable small
cells, 2 x USB powered devices, as
well as handheld ICOM air-band and UHF
transceivers
with
12
volt
charge
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inputs. It can do all this simultaneously with the
advantage
of
sophisticated
computer
controlled charge parameters for the aircraft
batteries to provide longest battery life. It can
also provide a heavy current source for other
purposes.
The unit is powered by a 250 watt 24 volt
nominal solar panel feeding a large VR sealed
lead acid storage battery designed for a long
service life that weighs in at more than 60 kg.
These deep cycle units are quite different
to the starting batteries used in cars and
trucks.

Deep cycle batteries should not be discharged
more than that to avoid serious reduction in
battery life.
Thus the storage capacity is about right. The
solar panel should be able to provide a charge
amperage of 10% of battery capacity, and on a
good day this unit can provide around
20 amps of charge if needed to do that. The
Maximum Power Point Tracking charge
controller has a 50% reserve current capacity
to allow good headroom.
As a further benefit, the pair of 6 Amp charge
controllers can be re-programmed to charge
almost any other type of battery chemistry that
we may use in the future instead of the lead
acid type.
I have undertaken the entire design, metal and
electrical fabrication myself and accept
responsibility for any shortcomings. I am not
aware of any other units that do what ours
does, and welcome your constructive
comment for future endeavours.
HOWEVER under NO circumstances are any
program changes to be made by anyone
other than myself.

Terry Knight on the hangar roof installing the solar
panel frame.
Photo: Mark Bland

To facilitate this long life the unit will charge
the battery within very tight computer
controlled voltage regulation parameters, and
adjust the charge voltages for ambient and
battery terminal temperature. A number of
safety features are built in.

The completed solar charging installation in the
hangar.
Photo: Terry Knight

Cautions:
1. Read the instructions. It's probably best to
get a briefing from myself or Mark Bland.

Solar panel installed on the hangar roof.
Photo: Mark Bland

It could be said that the unit has excess
capacity. However, allowing for 5 days of low
solar input, and continuous use for charging
purposes, the main battery could use 25% of
its design capacity. (Which is actually 220Ah at
the 20 hour rate).

2. Use the cigarette and Merit sockets for
charging small batteries etc, not bigger
appliances. For example, a vacuum cleaner
drawing 4 amps is likely to use 12 amps
when starting. A small air compressor will
commonly draw 30 amps or more.
In other words, don't exceed the current
limits of the fuses. They are there
to protect the circuit components not your
equipment
and
must
not
be
replaced with larger rating fuses.
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Try not to mix them up, because many
chargers handle cells in series batches with no
regard for the individual cell needs.
TERRY KNIGHT
TO OPS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Christmas party photo spread

Battery with temperature sensor connected and
protective plate
attached.
Photo: Terry Knight

The annual Christmas party was conducted at
the airfield on Saturday 13 December. Here
are some photos of the happy aviators and
there supporters.

3. When using small (AA, AAA, C, D etc)
cell chargers, understand that the
main charge panel job is only to supply
12 volts to the accessory small cell
charger.
That charger is regulating the charge
rate.
This
is
important.
Some
chargers are "Fast" chargers, and some
cells cannot tolerate a fast charge
without
severe
life
shortening.
ENELOOP and similar low self
discharge cells are an example.

Foreground left to right: Susie Cohn, Margaret
Darling, and Shirley Knight, Ken Darling.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

A safe and correct charge rate for all
NiMh cells is cell capacity / 10. In other
words, a 2000mAh ENELOOP cell can
be charged at 200mA current and it will
take 10 - 15 hours to recharge from flat.
Such a low charge rate can be used for
other types including fast charge types.

Foreground: James Rowe and Laura Sullivan.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

The completed solar charging installation in the
hangar, including battery shelves.
Photo: Mark Bland

Many cells can be safely charged at a much
greater currents. Make sure you know which is
which. Further, always charge similar cells at
similar conditions of discharge together in the
charger.

Lisa Lucey keeps a watchful eye on husband Mark
Lucey as he exerts his considerable charm on
Susie Cohn.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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Mark Lucey, Bernie Hochwimmer and Santa
(posing as Mark Bland).
Photo: Ian Cohn

Terry Knight, Shirley Knight and Amanda Bland.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Detlev Rueff, James Rowe and Atila Kerestes.
Photo: Ian Cohn
Mart Bosman and Craig Collings.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Reuben’s Joey Glide exploits
This year I decided to end the year with some
soaring fun at Joey Glide which was held in
Narromine NSW. Joey Glide is run by juniors
for juniors. The competition was held over 7
days with several practice days before hand.

Minnie Chong and Detlev Rueff.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Reuben Lane with LS4-ZBC at Joey Glide.
Photo: Stephen Lane

This year there were 32 pilots who entered the
competition making up two classes of 22 in club
class (dry) and 8 pilots in 15m class (wet).
Left to Right: Suzanne Bland, Laura Sullivan,
Ken Darling, Margaret Darling, Marg Jordan,
Les Jordan.
Photo: Ian Cohn

My goal for JoeyGlide was to attempt all tasks
and go for my Gold Badge. I got off to a rough
start with no vario for the first few
practice flights. Finally with a working vario I set
off on the first task. About 30 km into the first all
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pilots aborted task a wet home due to an
impenetrable wall of rain and lightning.
The next day I achieved my first ever outlanding
70 km into the task. I topped up to cloud base
then headed on track unknowingly flying into
the sink whole known as Warren. I glided
virtually from cloud base to Warren airfield
without hitting a bump.
I phoned Narromine and organised an aero tow
retrieve as it was a cheaper and easier option
seeing as I had landed on a long tarmac
runway.

Some excellent coverage from the media is
available for Joey Glide / Pre-Worlds with
competing pilots from the UK, New Zealand,
Sweden, Denmark and Lithuania.
See Interesting Internet Links later in this
edition for:
Roulette display, a C17 Globemaster low level
fly past, the FA18 Simulator on site, Australia's
only MDM Fox fully aerobatic glider performing
demonstration flights and AEF's and Geoff
Brown AO, Chief of the Air Force presenting
the trophies at the wind up dinner.

The following day I lined up on the grid with a
declared task of 384 km in order to reach the
requirements of the Gold Badge.

Andrew Grandja appeared on the front page of
the Narromine News.

6 hrs later with a nerve racking yet safe final
glide I had pulled it off. I was very pleased with
myself as it was the first really big long cross
country I had attempted and I did it without
following anyone. The more I flew the more
confident I got which resulted in another PB of
an average task speed of 96km/h over 200 km
on the last day of the competition.

Heather’s enjoyable Mt Feathertop
flight

During this experience I learned a lot and made
some new friends along the way.

IAN COHN

Busted the blues a few days ago by getting
into the Pilatus GCD and playing around in the
sky for over 2.5hrs.... flew over some old hang
gliding spots like Mt Bogong, Mt Emu,
Tawonga Gap, and even flew to Mt Feathertop
for the first time - lots of adrenaline when
you're still judging distance with a hang glider
pilot brain.
That's why Ian Cohn snapped me jumping for
joy... I made it back in one piece.

Reuben Lane and friends doing some weight lifting
training at Joey Glide.
Photo: Stephen Lane

Massive thanks goes to my Dad for towing the
LS4-ZBC from Benalla to Narromine and back,
as well as looking after me all week and being
my crew.
Thanks also go to Mark Bland who ensured I
was competition ready and to The Australian
Junior Soaring Club for providing me with a
$300 sponsorship to help cover the costs of
competing in JoeyGlide.
I had an awesome time and would recommend
it to any junior, coach, pilot, or anyone
interested in gliding!
REUBEN LANE

Heather Mull jumps for joy after her enjoyable flight
to Mt Feathertop in Pilatus-GCD.
Photo: Ian Cohn
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That's Mt Bogong in the background; 2nd
highest mountain in Australia, and I was about
1,000’ above it on my flight.
Awesome day topped off with a dip in the
gorgeous Kiewa River to cool off!
HEATHER MULL

Winch Cooling
At this time of the year we fly more and the
winch is operating in hotter conditions.

Static ports on Astir-IKS
On a recent flight in Leeton, I took off to
discover that the ASI was fluctuating wildly
from 0 to 90 kts and only sometimes reading
the correct value.
As part of the daily
inspection I had removed some tape from the
Pitot tube (which had been put on as it rained
overnight), checked 4 static ports at the rear of
the fuselage and had done a check blowing
into the Pitot tube.

The radiator fluid keeps it cool and our winch
uses a system that requires the radiator to be
absolutely full at all times. Otherwise cooling is
severely limited.

Our trusty winch. OK so it looks a bit agricultural,
but it works.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Because water expands when heated, the
excess water must be released from the
pressure cap; it passes into the overflow
bottle, maintaining a full radiator.
When it cools, the overflow bottle contents are
sucked back into the radiator, sufficient to
keep it full.
This goes pear shaped when the radiator cools
but the overflow tube end sucks air instead of
water, because there is not enough water, or
the tube is too short.
So I was disturbed when at the winch the other
day, to find the overflow bottle dry as chips.
This can cause overheating and power loss. If
allowed to continue, the engine can be
destroyed.
The cause was a crack in the plastic bottle. It
filled as normal but then quietly leaked away.
Please be aware; when you drive the winch, a
quick glance at the radiator overflow bottle
contents before EVERY start will be reassuring
for both you and the pilot you are going to hurl
into the air.
TERRY KNIGHT

Dave Ross with Astir-IKS.
Photo: Andrew Evans

On inspection after landing we found tape over
2 more static ports either side of the canopy. I
now know the front 2 ports are used for the
ASI and the rear 4 ports are used by the
altimeter.
So some points learned from that incident are:
1.
2.
3.

Make sure to check all 6 static ports on
the Astir.
Know which ports are connected to which
instrument.
Don’t use white tape on a glider to protect
the ports as it is more difficult to notice.
DAVE ROSS

Astir instruments power fault
An Astir-IKS pilot reported an apparent
momentary (intermittent) loss of power to
instruments excluding the FLARM.
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The cause is yet to be tracked down. Please
report any similar incidents to CFI Mark Bland
as I will be away until early Jan 2015.
TERRY KNIGHT

Mark Lucey wins silver
After completing the 5 hour leg and height
component of the Silver C Badge on
17th December I tackled the 50 km segment on
19th December. Arriving at the airfield I was
greeted by a promising sky with 5 Octas of
puffy cumulus cloud stretching all the way up
the Kiewa Valley.

After a quick mental calculation and
confirmation from XCSoar that I still had a
1,000’ margin I pressed on. That proved to be
wise as I entered strong lift that took me to
6,500’, ensuring that a landing back at
Mt Beauty was achievable.
Turning for home I still had to cross the Blue
Hole at Running Creek. Approaching the
Running Creek intersection I was greeted with
strong sink. This continued for a minute or so,
but finally abated. I gained sufficient altitude
with the next thermal that ensured a positive
outcome to my challenge of achieving my
Silver “C” badge in the Kiewa Valley.

After a fantastic launch by our illustrious CFI to
2,800’, I immediately connected to a strong
4 knot thermal that took me to 4,000’.
Now over Mount Beauty I decided to go
straight for Pyramid Hill. Again I was rewarded
with strong lift that elevated me to 6,000’ to
attack the Razorback.
40 minutes after launch I was at my first turn
point, a waypoint 2 km south of Mt Feathertop
at 6,500’.
It was now time to head for Dederang Sub
Station 52.2 km to the NW. Initially the track
was towards Mt Emu with the plan to track up
the northern ridge.
After reaching Mt Emu I was disappointed at
the scattered lift and achieving less than 1 knot
average thermal gain.
I began to question the plan as I was
constantly looking towards the south where
there was a fantastic street of Cu’s running
west along the ridge.
Abeam Lucey’s Field (the site of my out
landing a couple of weeks ago), I made the
decision to track south, to the street. That
decision proved to be the deciding factor of the
flight. I encountered strong and constant lift up
to cloud base and that didn’t abate until
reaching Running Creek.

Mark Lucey is happy after completing his Silver “C”
in Astir-IKS at Mt Beauty.
Photo: Ian Cohn
MARK LUCEY

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

I was then challenged with traversing the Blue
Hole to reach the western side of Happy Valley
where it was only a short 10 km stroll to my
next waypoint, the whole point of the task,
achieving my 50 km distance goal for my
Silver “C” badge.
On reaching the other side Cu’s were again
abundant and I soared towards Dederang.
5 km to go I was down to 5,500’ and beginning
to question whether I needed to abort the task
and return to YMBT.

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
18 January 2014 (TBA)
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Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification.

Duty Instructor Roster

Duty Pilot Roster

PETER DEMEO - SECRETARY

Duty Instructor contact details
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Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2014 are shown below.
Detlev Rueff

300

Mark Bland

280

Mark Lucey

177

Reuben Lane

117

7th Feb to 14th Feb 2015 - Horsham Week
Comp.
8th Mar to 14th Mar 2015 - Mt Beauty Alpine
Coaching Week

Interesting Internet Links
The latest airspace data for XCsoar
http://xcaustralia.org/download/

Bernie O’Donnell

82

Andrew Evans

76

Atila Kerestes

56

Ron Boxhall

55

Graham Levitt

52

Ian Cohn

41

David Ross

37

Mike Pobjoy

37

Laura Sullivan

28

Duncan Robertson

23

Ollie Barthelmes

22

Terry Knight

22

FA18 Simulator:
au.prime7.yahoo.com/n3/news/a//local/25786836/young-pilots-put-through-theirpaces-video/

Scott Anderson

16

Jack Percy in Japan

Mart Bosman

13

Phil O’Bryan

12

https://vimeo.com/114016831
http://vimeo.com/114760484

Kenton Ford

11

Richard Grohmann

9

Andy Smith

8

Scott Lennon

7

Ben Talbot

7

Gary Mason

5

Craig Collings

5

Brendan Judd

4

Bernie Hochwimmer

4

Carrick Gill Vallance

3

James Rowe

2

Brooke Anderson

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?

Upcoming Events
29th Jan to 6th Feb 2015 - Horsham Coaching
Week
4th January 2015 - MBGC Committee meeting
1st Feb 2015 - MBGC AGM

Joey Glide 2014 links
www.narrominenewsonline.com.au/story/2755
843/aerodrome-soaring-this-week/
au.prime7.yahoo.com/n3/news/a//local/25715940/pilots-put-on-a-show-video/
au.prime7.yahoo.com/n3/news/a//local/25790502/national-glidingchampionships-video/

All Santa needs for Christmas is a
new FLARM his sleigh
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And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
Send your editorial or photographic contributions to the
“Alpine Flyer” Editor - Andrew Evans at
skyfox49@gmail.com
or Telephone 0409 277 328

