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MBGC President’s Report
Annual General Meeting
Our Club AGM has been
deferred to 9.00am Sunday
1st February 2015, which is
one week later than our
traditional date of the
Sunday of the Australia Day
long weekend in January.
It was recently suggested to me during a chat
on the airfield that it would advantageous to
rotate membership through the Committee to
ensure fresh ideas are kept to the fore.
Did you know that this opportunity currently
exists as all Committee positions are vacated
each year?
If you are interested in contributing your ideas
to the operation of our highly successful Club,
why not consider being nominated to be
considered for a Committee position?
Nominations are invited for all 8 Committee
positions.
Nominations for Committee positions are
required to be lodged with the Secretary no
later than 7 days before the AGM i.e. 25th
January 2015.
Contact

our

Secretary

p.demeo@bigpond.com.au

Peter Demeo
to
obtain

at
a

nomination form.
Do you know
members?

our

Here they are below:
President: Andrew Evans
Vice President: Ian Cohn
Alpine Flyer

current

Committee

CFI: Mark Bland
Secretary: Peter Demeo
Treasurer: Steve Bradbury (ably assisted by
Mark Bland)
Technical Officer Operations / Airworthiness /
Radio: Terry Knight
Ordinary Committee members:
Mart Bosman
Kitty Vigo
Under the conditions of our Club Constitution
the closing date for acceptance of special
agenda items for the AGM is 21 days prior to
the meeting i.e. 11th January 2015.
Leeton Camp
Our annual gliding camp at Leeton in
November was a tremendous success. Thanks
to or CFI Mark Bland for his organisation of
this popular event.
Congratulations
are
due
for
achievements at this year’s camp:

some

Atila Kerestes - Silver “C” 50 km and first
outlanding.
Dave Ross - Silver “C” 50 km, 300 km
Diamond Goal and Gold Distance.
Detlev Rueff solo.
Thanks to Detlev Rueff for his stunning
photographic record of this year’s camp.
ASK21-GVA Form 2
Thanks to this year’s helpers for the Form 2
inspection on our club owned ASK21-GVA.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

Page 1

Alpine Flyer November 2014

CFI Report
No CFI report from our
CFI Mark Bland this month
as he has exhausted all
his journalistic talent with a
major story and photos
later in this edition on his
recent epic trip to New
Zealand with Graham
Levitt.
CFI Quotes of the month
Yoko Ono’s reflections on flying
On
a
windy
day
let's
go
flying.
There may be no trees to rest on, there may
be no clouds to ride, but we'll have our wings
and the wind will be with us.
That's enough for me, that's enough for me.
Yoko Ono
A Co-pilot’s lament
I make out the Flight Plan and study the weather,
pull up the gear, stand by to feather.
Make out the mail forms and do the reporting
and fly the old crate while the Captain is courting.
I take the readings, adjust the power
put on the heaters when we're in a shower.
Tell him where we are on the darkest night,
and do all the bookwork without any light.
I call for my Captain and buy him cokes.
I always laugh at his corny jokes,
and once in a while when his landings are rusty
I always come through with, "by gosh it's gusty!"

Terry Knight and Mark Bland checking the controls
on ASK21-GVA during its Form 2 inspection.
Photo: Andrew Evans

All
in
all
I'm
a
general
stooge,
as I sit on the right of the man I call "Scrooge".
I guess you think that is past understanding,
but maybe someday he will give me a landing.

Keith Murray
MARK BLAND - CFI

ASK21-GVA Form 2 inspection
CFI Mark Bland carried out the annual Form 2
inspection on our club owned ASK21-GVA in
his hangar in November assisted by a team of
willing helpers:

The ASK21-GVA Form 2 crew debating the merits
of Dyneema rope while on a tea break (missing
Detlev Rueff who could not leave his polishing of
GVA).
Photo: Ian Cohn

Terry Knight, Detlev Rueff, Andrew Evans,
Duncan Robertson and Atila Kerestes.

Alpine Flyer
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Having said that, trying to stay warm at 19.000’
is also a problem, hence the need for the long
johns and if you’re lucky (we weren’t) feet
warmers!

Heading towards Mt Aspiring
Photo: Mark Bland

For the last ten years or so, NZ gliding legend,
Jerry O’Neil has been running a cross country
week at Omarama for experienced club pilots,
and I’ve been fortunate to participate in several
of these where there’s a friendly camaraderie
and a desire to help each other and explore
the rugged mountains of the Southern Alps.
Our trip started with a drive down to
Mandeville, near Gore to the Croydon aircraft
company
http://www.croydonaircraft.com
where Graham has a Tiger Moth being totally
restored to new like condition.
The expert polishing team of Detlev Rueff and
Andrew Evans producing a mirror like finish on the
wings of ASK21-GVA during its Form 2 inspection.
Photo: Duncan Robertson

Thermals in November
It’s funny how many Kiwi pilots prefer thermals
to wave. New Zealand, known as the Land of
the Long White Cloud for obvious reasons can
also produce some decent thermals and
Graham Levitt and I were treated to some
spectacular flying recently on what’s becoming
a regular must do on our gliding calendar.

If you’re ever close to Invercargill, visiting
Mandeville is also a must! From there we went
to Alexandra, home of the Central Otago
Flying Club to pick up our steed.
Good friend and local instructor John
Robinson kindly hosted us for a night and
organised the C172 tug to launch us in the
club’s Twin Astir GJW, after he showed us the
way in his famous yellow Pik-20.

This year we had a mix of some good wave
and also some great thermal days with cloud
bases close to 10,000’ that gave us an
opportunity to explore Mt Aspiring and
Mt Cook. Of course the thermals mentioned in
the title of this story are not the rising air
variety but the ones you wear.
One of the facets I love about NZ is that you
tend to rug up and you’re not worn out from
heat exhaustion prior to your flight as we are
on most typical good Aussie summer days.
Alpine Flyer

Mark Bland front seat and Graham Levitt in Twin
Astir-GJW waiting for the tug at Omarama.
Photo: Rod Dew
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After a fairly violent tow through the rotor we
were quickly putting our oxygen on as we
needed airbrake to stay below the 13,500
airspace step.
JR decided to fly south first, but eager to get to
Omarama we headed north in the Dunstan
wave. The adrenalin was pumping as we
steamed along the highway in the sky and in
no time at all were crossing the Omarama
saddle and into the Mackenzie Basin.
Here we called Christchurch control and had
the airspace lifted to 17,500’ as we’d decided
the day was too good to waste and Mt Cook
was in our sights another 100 km north. By the
time we landed back at Omarama we’d done
over 450km. The following day (Sunday) was
blown out with 100 kt winds predicted at
10,000’ and the tugs were grounded, but the
next nine days we flew our butts off
accumulating 54 hours in total.
The next day we were one of the few to fly as
conditions were still blustery and squally but
OK for a local flight. We spent 5 hours on
Mt Horrible and Benmore dodging snow
flurries, but it was fun and we were there to fly.
The next week got steadily better and as other
club pilots arrived from Canterbury, Nelson
and even the North Island we had renewed
friendships from a previous trip.

O’Neil finally launched about 3pm in his
DG-800 and hooked straight into an 8 kt climb.
We quickly scurried underneath and bingo, the
air had suddenly changed as all his fledglings
soon climbed through 10,000’. Mt Cook was
the target and it was in the clear so we were
excited as all our previous flights there it had
been above cloud.
Unfortunately our concrete swan doesn’t quite
keep up with Jerry’s hot ship, especially when
my impatience has us leave 2000’ lower than
him. Cutting the story short, we somehow
missed the line of the Ben Ohau wave and got
dumped near Glentanner airport in the lee of
the Ben Ohau wave. We spent the next hour
being trashed around in the rotor at almost
circuit height while all our comrades cruised
over head at FL150. Bugger. At times turning
at almost 60 degrees, and going up and down
at 10kts it was a testing time. As we were
almost out of ideas and stamina, our prayers
were answered as washing machine ride
ended and we broke through into a steady
12kts up. Phew!
At 18’000 we decided to still go to Mt Cook as
most of the others were final gliding back to
Omarama. It was a just reward for our efforts
with the magnificent peak glistening in the
afternoon sun.

One day after launching early and trying to
show our Aussie skill we headed North East
toward Tekapo across the valley under a 5000’
cloud base. We were doing quite well as we
arrived at Lake Tekapo and had Ideas of
getting onto the Two Thumbs Range but didn’t
pick up on the easterly sea air that was
slipping in to the basin and consequently had
to land at Tekapo Airfield where they have a
scenic flight operation carting busloads of
tourists around the Alps, in Cessna Caravans
and the Aussie Airvan.
With our trailer still in Alexandra it was time to
let the moths out of our wallets and call Gavin
Wills to bring the Fat Man (tug)! An hour later
we back in the air for the rest of the day
although once we clawed our way home we
didn’t venture far. In hindsight we should have
waited for the cloud base to lift and gone west
into the higher peaks, as the others did.
Another notable flight, when wave was
forecast we were once again the first to
launch, but the wind was still a bit light and we
missed an opportunity to follow JR, who
managed to milk a half knot thermal into it.
Two hours later we were still searching, along
with most of the others, when our leader Jerry
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Magnificent Mt Cook.
Photo: Graham Levitt

On our last day we were obliged to deliver the
glider back to Alexandra and as Murphy would
have it the forecast wasn’t so good, with
showers predicted later.
We launched at 1030 straight after briefing as
there was plenty of ridge lift from the west.
Quickly getting to 8000’ over the Omarama
saddle it was decision time, but the cloud was
low on the Dunstan’s and we couldn’t get onto
the western side of them.
After some procrastination and starting to
climb in some wave to 10,000’ it was closing in
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so we pushed over the saddle and committed
ourselves. There was a clear area toward Falls
Dam, but then a rain band started in front of us
so we needed to pull brakes to stay clear. As
we cleared the squall we were down to 6000’
and well under final glide in dead air. We
headed for a sun patch and some higher
ground near the village of Lauder, where there
was some nice fields and hope of lift. We
found half a knot but it didn’t really get going
and after almost an hour we were still in the
same spot not wanting to leave our chosen
field. Alexandra was in sight about 30 km away
but we needed another 2000’ and uncertain
land options ahead so we landed next to the
Lauder Pub!

going at 5pm. It was certainly not the most
adventurous flight or the fastest flight but still
memorable for me. With an average speed of
11 km/hr it is the slowest MBGC flight on OLC
this year leaving me lots of scope for
improvement.

Nelson Pilot Frank Saxton very kindly came to
get us collecting the trailer on the way. We
rigged the glider back at Alex and returned to
Omarama for our final night and goodbyes.
MARK BLAND

Dave Ross flies 5 hours for his
Silver “C”
As the weather looked OK for Monday
29th October I decided to take the day off work
and go flying instead. Ian Cohn had
suggested that I should try for a 5 hour flight
and offered to launch me and monitor the radio
during the flight. On the day he suggested I
should be ready to launch at 12pm so I arrived
around 10am in order to prepare the aircraft
and winch.
The launch was uneventful but the first hour of
the flight was hard work trying to gain and
maintain altitude leaving me thinking my
chances of success were low. In the
second hour I found more lift and managed to
get up on Big Hill and then soar up the face to
the top of Bogong to get a close up look at the
snow.
In the middle of the flight I decided to head up
the ridge to Tawonga Gap but didn’t find lift
and ended up back below launch height
struggling again.
For the remainder of the flight I resolved to
play it safe and soar the ridges between the
TV tower and the hills behind Simmonds
Creek Rd and was surprised how much lift
there was just cruising slowly back and
forward rather than trying to turn in the narrow
thermals.
By 4 hrs I would have been quite happy to land
but the 5 hour prize was in sight so I didn’t
move from the side of Big Hill with ridge lift and
birds to mark the light thermals which were still
Alpine Flyer

Dave Ross in Astir-IKS enjoying his first 5 hour
flight.
Photo: Dave Ross

I learned a few things, which I can apply in the
future:
Need to get my gear sorted out. I tried a
backup battery for a phone with XC soar for
the first time and it interfered with the airband
radio which meant I could not use it and the
phone battery went flat after about 2 hours.
Need to allow time to prepare the aircraft and
get installed comfortably. It would have been
much easier to get everything sorted on the
ground rather than trying to adjust straps on
the harness and parachute so I could wriggle
down a bit lower so my head didn’t hit the
canopy in flight.
Need to spend a bit more time making a
suitable flight plan suitable for the weather
conditions.
DAVE ROSS

Leeton camp
Our annual pilgrimage to Leeton for our club
gliding camp occurred from 22nd to 29th
November. The camp began with CFI Mark
Bland flying ASK21mi-GVS from Mt Beauty to
Leeton.
Mark was joined by Andrew Evans, Richard
Grohmann, Dave Ross, Atila Kerestes, Detlev
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Rueff and Minnie, Steve Bradbury, James
Rowe and Carrick Gil-Vallance.
The week started with some unfavourable
weather condtions including a wild storm which
tested the quality of the tents being used.
The weather improved however later in the
week making it possible to achieve some good
flights.
Some notable achievements during the camp
were:
Dave Ross - 50km Silver “C” distance and
1000m height gain, 300km Diamond Goal and
Gold Distance.
Atila Kerestes - Silver “C” distance and 5 hours
and first outlanding.

Detlev Rueff is mildly pleased to achieve solo status
in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Mark Bland

Detlev Rueff – solo.

Leeton Aviators Club legend Al Dickie (right) is
excited to see Mt Beauty Gliding members arrive for
their camp, despite the disruption to his peaceful
lifestyle. Seen here with Andrew Evans.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Dave Ross experiencing the joys of camping after
his tent is destroyed by a storm at Leeton. He then
had to endure bunking in the club house with all the
other snorers.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Alpine Flyer

Detlev Rueff receives the customary drenching after
achieving solo status.
Photo: Mark Bland

Dave Ross prepares for his 300 km cross country
flight Leeton/West Wyalong/Junee/ Leeton in
Astir-IKS.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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Atila’s Leeton adventure
Day One
After a four hour drive from Mt Beauty to
Leeton, I was quite excited to hit the sky.
It wasn’t long before I said the unfamiliar
words, “Leeton traffic, this is India Kilo Sierra,
preparing to winch launch on Runway 23
Leeton.”
Carrick Gil-Vallance dropped in for a day of flying at
Leeton.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Like a rocket I was up above 2000 ft, looking
at the breathtaking view of the Riverina flat
country. I flew around for an hour trying to
identify obvious features to assist with
navigation. I thought that I had enough for the
first day and was prepared to set up for circuit
when I hit a 6 knot thermal that I couldn’t resist
taking up to 6700 ft.
I used the height for some more exploratory
exploits. I tracked to Leeton township and took
some happy snaps. Still at 6500 ft, I decided to
get some practice for my Silver “C” and
followed a marked line on the map that I
thought was a leg of the Silver “C”.

Richard Grohmann puts the gliders to bed at sunset
after an enjoyable day’s flying at the Leeton camp.
Photo: Andrew Evans

I went over the Murrumbidgee River and
tracked comfortably between 5000 ft to 6500 ft
to Morundah, 45km south of Leeton. I turned
back and headed for base. Sink, sink and
more sink. A horrible feeling overwhelmed me.
“Had I made a drastic mistake on my first day?
I sucked it in and kept going. I was at 4000 ft
when the comforting beep, beep, beep, beep
of the vario filled the cockpit and I rose back
above 6000 ft for a comfortable glide home.
Silver C
I awoke with the anticipation of achieving my
Silver “C”. I had completed the GFA online
declaration the night before and was clear in
my mind on what had to be done.

A dramatic shot of Astir-IKS tied down for the night.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Happy pilots Dave Ross, Steve Bradbury and Atila
Kerestes about to head home in convoy after a very
successful Leeton camp.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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My winch launch went straight into a 6 knot
thermal and before long I was at 6500 ft. I
headed off into the unknown, tracking
hopefully to Beckom. I dropped to 3000 ft after
10 knot sink and thought “What the hell am I
getting into?” But just as the nerves started to
swing to panic, I hit a thermal and up I went. I
kept tracking on course with only a map to
guide me. Things look different up there in the
vast “patch work quilt” country side. I was out
of my comfort zone. This was nothing like
knowing all the mountain features of my home
turf at Mt Beauty.
Anyway, Ardlethan finally came into view and I
hovered over the township in a thermal that
drifted all the way to Beckom. I left Beckom at
over 6000 ft with only two thoughts on my
mind: “I hope I can stay up the 50 odd km to
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Narrandera and how the hell am I going to pee
in this bag?”
Well I worked out a way to do both and
comfortably completed the triangle back to
Leeton. All I had to do now was stay up for
another hour to get my 5 hour flight
achievement. I thermalled here and there,
practised side slipping and steep turns, then
landed 5 hours and 15 minutes after launch.
I was greeted with a cold beer and the
customary bucket of water!!

Dave Ross and Atila Kerestes receive the
customary drenching after their flight achievements
at Leeton.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Out Landing
To make a long story short, I was out on a 300
km Diamond Goal and Gold distance attempt,
when I made a navigational error and found
myself on a scenic tour of the country side. I
was struggling to work out my exact location
and made the decision to turn around and
head back to Leeton base.
It wasn’t far into my return trip that I hit a lot of
sink. I was coming down fast and went from
5000 ft to 2500 ft in what seemed like a matter
of seconds. I had that awful feeling that I
wasn’t going to make it back to base. I had
been scanning for appropriate outlanding
paddocks and had three picked.

accepted that I was going to outland, but to my
short term relief I hit a thermal and went up to
2500 ft before it disappeared. I was
devastated. I stayed around the paddock
searching for the thermal but couldn’t find it. I
was now 800 feet above ground and started
my circuit.
It was a weird feeling knowing that I was going
to land in a paddock. It felt like I was doing
something wrong, but at the same time, I felt
really safe and knew it was the right thing.

Atila Kerestes is relieved to see his rescuers when
they arrive to retrieve him from his first outlanding.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

I made a perfect landing, using less than half
the paddock and parked near the side fence
for ease of retrieval. I contacted Mark Bland
and updated him of the situation. He said to
“go to the pub or make your way back to
Leeton Base.”
A car stopped and asked if I was okay. I
grabbed a lift to the closest town and tried to
hitch further. Three hours later, with no one
stopping to pick me up, Mark called and said
he was on his way.
We got to Victor Alpha, had a photo shoot and
packed her up into the trailer in 15 minutes.

I went over the first one and checked the size,
surface, slope, stock, surrounds and a really
thorough lookout for SWER lines. All checked
out good but I thought I would continue
forward and survey the next paddock along, in
the hope that I may find a thermal.
As I approached, I realised there was
undulating slope. At this position I could also
see my third option, but soon realised that the
surface had just been ploughed and looked
very soft and loosely compacted.

Atila Kerestes shouts his rescuers a well earned
drink when they return from his outlanding retrieve.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

I was still in sink and headed back to the first
paddock. I was now 1000 ft above ground and

Special thanks to Steve Bradbury, Mark Bland,
Detlev Rueff and James Rowe for their

Alpine Flyer
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expedience and joyful demeanour with the
task at hand.
Anyway, I had the time of my life at the Leeton
camp. I flew in unfamiliar flat land, got my
Silver “C”, flew the Motor Falke and enjoyed
the company of like-minded friends. It was an
awesome experience!!!

opportunities where they could and flew alone
pushing on, manoeuvring to be the highest
and the first pilot to go onto final glide, which
was usually between 50-80 km from home. As
I understand is now quite common, there was
a different winner on every day.

Thanks to everyone who attended and
especially to Mark Bland and Al Dickie.
ATILA KERESTES

Craig wins the Grand Prix (gliding
that is)
Lake Keepit Soaring Club is one of my
favourite spots to fly. Having explored the
area for over a decade in my paragliding it has
been great to return there in a glider and
spread the wings a little further afield.
The varied terrain at Keepit is what makes the
flying interesting, with Mt Kaputar National
Park to the north, the Warrumbungles to the
southwest, Breeza plains to the south, Piliga
scrub to the west and the Northern Tableland
to the east. So with the Grand Prix being held
there in November presented an opportunity to
fly this wonderful site .During the summer the
club runs a mid-week operation and training
with manager Val Phillips.
November is traditionally a good time to fly
Central NSW and for this competition we were
lucky enough to get on one practise task and 6
competition tasks.
Previously I had completed a couple of Grand
Prix tasks at training weeks, and knew the
basic idea; start together under a specified
height and below a specified speed, then be
first to get home.
It is very similar to the way I used to fly while
competing in the Paragliding World Cups,
except there were 130 pilots arriving at the
start line at the same time.
The first three days were blue descending
from 6000 ft to the 4000 ft (2900 ft AGL)
required for the start and did not present any
problems. However later in the week pilots
were at 11,000 ft prior to the start and
descending the 7000 ft to the start line took
some time and careful planning. The races
are short and fast and varied between 220370 km.
In the first few days there was a reasonable
amount of gaggle flying, however as the week
went on and conditions improved, pilots took

Alpine Flyer

Craig Collings with ASW27B-GRT at the Lake
Keepit Grand Prix

The last three days were very memorable; all
with cloudbase over 10,000 t. On one task we
flew north and east to the Northern Tablelands
to use Bruce Taylor’s farm as a turn-point.
There is some spectacular country to cross
(i.e. no landings) and the tablelands are 3000
ft above sea-level.
To make the flight more interesting there was
a convergence line from easterly coastal
condition about 20 km prior to the turnpoint.
Get on the wrong side of this convergence low
and the air is cold, dead and landing
imminent.
The trick was to find the convergence and get
as high as possible (12,000 ft) and then flying
over and around the lower cloud to get to the
turn-point and then use your remaining height
to get back to the convergence. Most pilots
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managed this well, with only one pilot missing
the convergence and out-landing.
The last day was a high speed race. With the
clouds at 10,000 ft, starting at 4000 ft seemed
low and the first to find a strong sustained
climb would get the advantage.
I had a good start and soon found myself high
with German pilot Bernd Hubka, and another
pilot entering into our thermal over 500 ft
below.
We kept on pushing to the first turn point 140
km on track, all the time thinking we were in
the lead watching pilots enter our thermals well
below.
As is common racing in strong conditions,
when we approached the first turn-point I saw
two pilots about 5 km ahead and higher, “how
the !*%$# did they get there”. It was Allan
Barnes and Matt Gage (team members from
the Finland World Gliding Championships).
I pushed hard and within two thermals
managed to join the bottom of their climb only
a few hundred feet lower. We were 126 km
from home and these two pilots were working
extremely well together passing up climbs
below 8 kts; and I was getting dragged along
with them. Try as I might over the next 126 km
I could not make the extra 200 ft I needed to
have a chance of taking them on the final
glide.

If you get the opportunity try the Grand Prix
competition format and visit the lovely folk at
the Lake Keepit Soaring Club.
CRAIG COLLINGS

Ian’s wave flight
On 21st November l winch launched in my
ASK21mi glider from Mount Beauty Airport into
a sky mostly covered with high overcast with a
few sunny patches. Luckily I found a
reasonable thermal straight after launch and
climbed, drifting with the wind towards
Mt Bogong.
In a short time I was able to get to little
Mt Bogong and climb further in ridge lift and
then to Mt Bogong itself where there was more
ridge lift to 6,500 ft and a fairly strong WNW
wind.

Mt Feathertop from ASK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Ian Cohn
Flying back to the west along Mt Bogong I
noticed some high lenticular clouds further up
the Kiewa Valley and so headed over towards
Mt Emu where I encountered weak wave lift.
This persisted at around 6,500 ft along slightly
west of the ridge line to Mt Tawonga. At this
height the wind was 230 deg at around 23 kt.

ASW27B-GRT which was flown by Craig Collings at
the Lake Keepit Grand Prix

We finished the task (Allan, Matt, then myself)
with a cross country speed in excess of over
140 km/h, my fastest personal speed to date.

Finally at Gundowring I decided that I had
flown far enough north and turned for
Mt Beauty. The wave persisted with some
stronger areas and I climbed to 9,500 ft just
SE of Mt Beauty, still way below the upper
overcast.

Final results were:
1st
2nd
3rd

Craig Collings
Tom Claffey
Matt Gage

I enjoy the Grand Prix format; firstly there are
no start gate games, which occurs at the
Nationals, and secondly the smaller gaggles of
skilled
pilots
seemed
a
little
more
manageable.

Alpine Flyer

Lake Hume from ASK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Ian Cohn
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I tried my luck towards the Ovens Valley but
only met strong sink, so I scurried back to
Mt Emu eventually contacting wave again near
Mongans Bridge. After a couple more legs
back to Mt Beauty and then Dederang I landed
after a four hour flight, the first time I have
encountered the Kiewa Valley wave. See
http://www.onlinecontest.org/olc2…/gliding/flightinfo.html….
IAN COHN

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1st January 2014 are shown below.
Detlev Rueff

281

Mark Bland

261

Mark Lucey

160

Reuben Lane

115

Bernie O’Donnell

82

Andrew Evans

76

Upcoming Events

Atila Kerestes

56

29th

Ron Boxhall

55

Graham Levitt

52

Ian Cohn

37

David Ross

37

Mike Pobjoy

36

Laura Sullivan

28

Duncan Robertson

23

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)

Ollie Barthelmes

22

Terry Knight

21

Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.

Scott Anderson

16

Mart Bosman

13

Phil O’Bryan

12

Jan to
Week

6th

Feb 2015 - Horsham Coaching

1st Feb 2015 - MBGC AGM
7th Feb to 14th Feb 2015 - Horsham Week
Comp.
8th Mar to 14th Mar 2015 - Mt Beauty Alpine
Coaching Week

It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Richard Grohmann

9

Kenton Ford

9

Andy Smith

8

Scott Lennon

7

Ben Talbot

7

Gary Mason

5

Craig Collings

5

Brendan Judd

4

Bernie Hochwimmer

4

Carrick Gill Vallance

3

James Rowe

2

Brooke Anderson

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
20 December 2014 (To be
confirmed)

Alpine Flyer

There is an annual prize for the most active
winch driver awarded at the AGM in January.
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Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster

Duty Instructor contact details

Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources. Don’t just turn up on the
day expecting to receive instruction without
prior notification. If you are unable to be Duty
Instructor or Duty Pilot on your rostered day, it
is up to you to arrange a replacement and let
Peter Demeo know who you have swapped
with.
Contact Peter at p.demeo@telstra.com or
0428 264 110.
Duty Instructor Roster

Duty Pilot Roster

Alpine Flyer
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And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

Alpine Flyer
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