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MBGC Acting President’s Report
President Andrew Evans is taking a well-deserved
holiday for the next two months and has delegated
his Editor’s responsibilities. We welcome Kitty
Vigo as the stand-in Editor of Alpine Flyer. And for
my sins, I have been nominated as Acting
President.
August has always been an indicator of the
coming soaring season and this August has been
no exception. There have been quite a few
excellent thermal flights of up to three hours
covering our usual stamping grounds out as far as
Gundowring, Dederang, Dartmouth, Falls Creek
and Mt Hotham.
We had excellent wave conditions on Tuesday last
with flights of up to three hours, climbs to 10,000
ft. and good distances achieved flying over the
snow fields.
Among our achievements this month has been
surpassing 100,000 OLC points for the first time in
an OLC season (which ends on the second
Monday in October). This is a great achievement
for a small gliding club with modest gliding
equipment.
Training has ramped up and it we now have four
regular students.
We should mention the
outstanding efforts of our instructors, especially
CFI Mark Bland, in pushing our training efforts
along.

Gliding Club of Victoria at Benalla and CFI Mark Bland
attended an Instructor Revalidation Evaluation course
also at Benalla.
We have acquired two new members this month.
They are Carrick Gill-Vallance from Albury, and
Richard Grohmann from Wodonga. Please introduce
yourself to them and make them feel welcome.
We also welcome back Australian team member Craig
Collings from the recent world Championships at
Lezno Poland, and look forward to hearing his tales of
derring-do.
With the soaring weather improving, its time to
establish your soaring goals for this season. We now
have quite a few solo pilots that need to progress to
their Silver badges so find out how to do it and get
stuck into it. Ask your instructors.
I wish you all good soaring for the season.

Ian Cohn
Acting President

It’s now the season for annual check flights and
quite a few have been done already. We should
also mention the behind the scenes efforts of Terry
Knight in maintaining and improving our
equipment. As an example, among others, Terry
has, this month, fitted a Solar Panel to the control
van to keep its battery charged, fitted the club’s
FLARM to the Astir and maintained the brake
system on the Tercel retrieve car.
During August, President Andrew Evans attended
the VSA Annual Meeting hosted by the
Alpine Flyer

The view of the Falls Creek Skiing resort from VH-GVS at
10,000 ft. on Tuesday 26th August.
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CFI Report
Well the weather has
definitely turned and good
soarable
days
are
becoming more frequent.
Some of us have had some
great flights the last few
weeks flying over all the local snow fields in both
thermal and wave conditions.

Kitty’s Ski Adventures
When I recently read the advertisement for the Mim
Sodergren Women’s Ski Program on the Falls Creek
website it promised great ski lessons taught by women
in a supportive women’s only environment, great
skiing conditions, sunshine and fun. It seemed
irresistible.

The airfield is also drying out and the grass will
soon be springing out of the ground and the tractor
will need dusting off, guess who? We all seem to
have busy lives these days and for some making
the time to go gliding gets harder and harder.

I certainly learned a lot but the skiing conditions were
less than ideal: Monday was a white-out and windy,
Tuesday white-out and the lifts were on hold in
afternoon, Wednesday it rained and by lunchtime my
ski clothes were sodden; Thursday there was no
skiing because the lifts were on wind-hold and Friday
was cool. But it was great fun and Friday there was
powder snow to ski through.

Technology is supposed to make things easier but
my observation is the opposite. Even the gadgets
we use in gliding consume an enormous amount
of the time we commit to our sport. The other day
I observed someone fiddling with three GPS units
prior to take off just to go on a local flight which
makes you wonder where we are heading.

Apart from having great fun meeting and talking to 23
other like-minded women who were being taught by
excellent female instructors, I learned to overcome my
fear of white-outs, to laugh at rain, and to scoff at
piled-up thick snow. It was fortunate indeed that I had
listed as one of my goals for the course a keen desire
to learn to ski in all snow conditions.

The OLC is a great incentive to encourage us but I
must admit it does become addictive and maybe
we need to keep it in perspective.
It’s amazing how just when we thought we had no
active students we suddenly get two new
members. Welcome to Carrick and Richard, I like
your enthusiasm and remember I need to be made
obsolete some day.
I hope you get as much fun and satisfaction out of
this great obsession as I do.

MARK BLAND – CFI
My class – I’m in the one wearing red trousers

The Mim Sodergren Program – which in many ways
operates in the same way as the Women in Gliding
(WIG) program - was developed by, and named in
honor of, Mim Sodergren who tragically died with her
husband Mike in the 1997 Thredbo landslide disaster.
Mim was instrumental in developing a training
program specifically for women both young and not so
young with all levels of skiing experience.
Each year women are offered either the five-day
program that I attended, or a three-day program which
usually takes place a few weeks later.
New members Carrik Gill-Vallance, Richard Grohmann
with CFI Mark Bland. Richard soloed 16 years ago and
hopefully will regain the thrill of gliding.
Photo: Detlev Rueff.
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The program divides participants into classes
according to skiing ability and goals. Each class had
no more than five women led by fantastic female ski
instructors.
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Mark Bland recently took this amazing shot of the Falls
Creek ski runs during an AEF.

Every day we had a fantastic lunch at a different
restaurant on the mountain and on Wednesday
morning we were offered an informative talk on ski
boots by representatives of the Rossignol ski
company and also had a chance to test a range of
Rossignol skis. I chose the prettiest skis which
turned out to be long, wide and fast
(the Saffron 7).

*PT3 refers to Premature Termination of the Tow

Indeed, Knauff’s analysis of the 2011 NTB statistics
concludes that 40% of fatal accidents could be
clustered in the pre-launch and early launch phase: as
a result of poor aircraft re-assembly and hurried daily
inspections, pre-exiting medical conditions – some of
which require medication which may result in loss of
concentration, and poor training of ground crew:

On Thursday – the day we couldn’t ski because of
wind-hold – the instructors organised a hilarious
trivia competition and one of the instructors
showed us how easy it is to wax and tune our own
skis.
In spite of the weather and conditions I wouldn’t
normally dream of skiing in, I had a wonderful time
and learned a lot – at last I’m mastering the art of
slow, controlled turns. Which is something for me
to aim for when I’m trying to stay in the thermals.

Safety matters
The Pilot’s Greatest Problem: - Poor Training
and Pre-flight Preparation according to Tom
Knauf

Knauff’s deeper drilling of the statistics found that poor
training of ground crew, lack of circuit experience, and
not enough experience and training in mountain flying,
also contributed to a number of accidents.

Glider safety and prevention of accidents is
something that is centrally important to glider pilots
all over the world.
In a 36-minute YouTube Safety Seminar, Tom
Knauff of the Florida Aviation Network talks about
his analysis of statistics gathered by the National
Transport Safety Board (NTSB) the about the
causes of glider accidents in the US in 2011.
His presentation and findings are both salutary
and important for Mt Beauty pilots who fly in
relatively difficult environmental conditions.
The next table summarizes the causes of the 55
fatal US glider accidents:
*CRM refers to Crew Resource Management

Alpine Flyer
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An interesting piece of research was conducted by
American researcher Dr. Penny Rafferty Hamilton in
2010. She interviewed 157 female American glider
pilots, found that there were 10 significant barriers that
prevented women (i) contemplating learning to fly
gliders, (ii) completing their training, and (iii) continuing
to fly. (See: The Top 10 Barriers That Stop Women
Learning to Fly and her website Teaching Women to
FlyWhy so few women fly.docx)

Knauff believes that most glider accidents are
preventable and the simple strategy to avoid
accidents is better training.

These barriers include:

Indeed, he contends that his analysis of the NTSB
statistics reveals that there are really just three
major reasons for glider fatalities:

Another useful link that deals with safe flying in
mountain terrain is the Soaring Safety Tips from
the Southern California Soaring Academy.

Why are there so few female glider
pilots?
Spend any day at Mt Beauty Gliding Club – or any
gliding club around Australia, or even around the
world – and you will notice that it is a pretty maledominated place.
Mt Beauty is lucky in that there are at least a few
female glider pilots: notably young flyers Laura
Sullivan and Brooke Anderson, and Heather Mull
and (on occasion) Kitty Vigo. However, it’s proving
hard to attract new female trainees. Why is this
so?
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•

The high cost of learning to fly gliders

•

Poor or difficult communication between female
students and instructors. This was summarized as the
“Mars and Venus” issue

•

Lack of continuity of training with any single instructor
forcing women to effectively “start again” with new
instructors

•

Lack of female mentors

•

Lack of confidence in their ability and a “fear of flying,”
especially stalling the glider too early in the training
process

•

Lack of experience and poor knowledge of the
mechanical aspects of how gliders work

•

Poor map-reading and orienteering skills

•

Gliding clubs perceived as not being interested in
female students

•

Little
wide-spread
community
knowledge
recognition of successful female glider pilots

•

Lack of emotional support from friends and family who
often perceived gliding as being “too dangerous for
girls”.

or

Perhaps not surprisingly the most frequently cited
strategy for helping to increase the number of female
glider pilots was injection of money in the form of
scholarships or cheap loans to help women defray the
cost of training.
MBGC certainly makes its contribution through the
subsidised Juniors Program.
But what about some help for the older female
student?
One suggestion for creating more female-friendly
environments is the creation of a female mentor data
base. Australia achieves this through the development
of the Women in Gliding (WIG) program which
organises an annual women’s training week and
through the WIG website. I have attended several
WIG training weeks but perhaps unfortunately the
majority of instructors are still male. (See:
https://www.facebook.com/womeningliding)
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It is also interesting to note that the WIG training
week held at Lake Keepit last January included a
session on creating more female-friendly gliding
environments.
Rafferty Hamilton’s research findings also
encouraged male trainers to recognize and
understand that women have different learning
styles and strengths to men. Instead of the onesize-fits-all flight training syllabus, the sequence of
instruction needs to be flexible to recognize this
difference in learning styles. One style is not
better than the other, they are just different.

Terry Knight Turns Green
MBGC member Terry Knight – who is in charge of
almost everything technical – reveals his true colors
as he installs a solar panel on the club van. This
means that its batteries can be recharged at all times.
Except when it’s raining.
Terry has also fitted the club’s FLARM to the Astir and
maintained the brake system on the Tercel retrieve
car.

The research also pointed to importance of
encouraging women in a positive way to learn
about map reading and inviting them to participate
in completing daily inspections and annual Form
Twos.
The research findings also emphasized the
importance of making gliding clubs female friendly
and recognizing that because there are so few
female glider pilots every achievement is important
and should be celebrated.
Terry Knight fits the solar panel to the club van.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Laragne Postcard from Heather Mull
2014 has been the worst flying season Mart and I
can remember for the past 19 years (which is
when I started coming to the Haute Alps in
Southern France). Many days have been unflyable due to strong winds from all directions,
early storms, or overcast, rainy days.
The Belgian HG comp’ held recently had zero
tasks from seven days, and the combined
British/French Nat’s last week managed 3 tasks
from 7 days, of which none were really classic
Laragne tasks.
Mart was in both competitions, and his big flights
this year can be counted on one hand.
Luckily I haven’t been too fixated on accumulating
flying hours this season, and I have managed
quite a few morning glides on my new paraglider,
as well as a few longer thermic flights.
The temperature has remained mostly in the 20’s
this summer – 22 degrees today and definitely
feeling like autumn already. We’ve only been to
the local lake once but have spent plenty of days
sight-seeing and visiting friends…. which I find
quite relaxing but can become a bit frustrating for
people who can’t wait to get to Laragne all year so
they can fly every day.

Alpine Flyer

RASP – A Valuable Aid to Flying
MBGC member Mark Lucey is keen to share links to
useful weather information supplied by the Victorian
Soaring Association, in particular the Victorian Alpine
Region’s RASP maps.
As you all probably know, RASP is an acronym for
Regional Atmospheric Soaring Prediction which
represents current and predicted weather conditions in
BLIP (Boundary Layer Information Prediction) Maps.
If you want to get a very good, accessible, summary of
how RASP and BLIP Maps work, you can view a
YouTube presentation titled An Overview for Pilots
and Weather Enthusiasts, or for a more detailed
discussion you can go to the website maintained by
Dr. Jack Glendening who developed the concepts of
RASP and Blip Maps.
The daily RASP is an aid to creating your flight plan
that can help you gain some insight into how weather
conditions may affect or influence your flying decisions
in your local area.
The VSA’s RASP weather link provides a daily map
for the whole of Victoria:
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August Photo Album

On this page you will also find a breakdown of
smaller regions of Victoria:

MBGC members Susie Cohn, Vic Stewart and Kitty Vigo
make preparations for the onslaught of Hoppet
participants wanting to be fed after the race
at the Mt Beauty Rotary BBQ.
Photo: Ian Cohn

By selecting, say, Alpine 6km you will find even
more detailed information relation to our flying
area:

Terry Knight fastens the solar panel
on the club van.
Photo: Detlev Reuff.

While RASP and BLIP Maps are useful aids to
flying, it is important to remember that they are just
valuable tools that can be used when preparing
your flight plan and that they are no definitive
substitute to careful observation of changing
weather conditions as you fly.

Alpine Flyer

Mark Bland with his niece Caren Beeck
and friend Chris Wurm from Germany
and nephew Matt from Melbourne.
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Mark Lucey Loves Wave Flying

Upcoming Events
September (date TBA) - AIS sports camp for glider pilots.
Peter Trotter coordinating.
st
th
1 to 8 November - Bendigo Regatta and Coaching
week, Raywood.
th
9
November to Saturday
SpeedWeek14 at West Wyalong.

th
15

November

-

Date to be advised in November - Leeton camp.
nd
th
22
to 29 November - Benalla Coaching week.
_______________________________________________
Wave over Mt Beauty. August 26 at 7.45 am.
Photo: Mark Bland

Interesting Internet Links
•

ASG-32 from Alexander Schleicher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_d
etailpage&v=NJI4hqKmj04&v=NJI4hqKmj04

•

Mt Beauty Airport Webcam
http://avmet.ymbt.org.au/

For those of you who missed the internet links cited in
the stories in this edition they are listed below:
Mt Feathertop from GVS on Mark and Ian’s flight.

On August 26, Mark Lucey experienced his first
flight in wave with Ian Cohn. This is Mark’s
response to his flight:
“My first wave flight. Very rough ascent to 7000
then gentle smooth as a baby’s bottom wave lift to
our max of 10,000 ft.
We traversed North East Victoria from Mt Beauty
to the Mitta Mitta Valley to Mt Hotham and Mt
Feathertop, Running Creek back to Mt Beauty.
Thanks Ian what a fantastic experience!!”

Ian Cohn takes a selfie while in flight in wave
with the broadly smiling Mark Lucey.
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•

Safety Seminar presented by Tom Knauff:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-pZzoJWya0

•

Soaring Safety Tips:
http://www.soaringacademy.org/mountainsafety.php#ridge

•

The Top 10 Barriers That Stop Women Learning
to Fly:
http://www.teachingwomentofly.com/images/topten-Barriers-to-success-5.pdf

•

Teaching Women to Fly:
http://www.teachingwomentofly.com/

•

Women in Gliding Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/womeningliding

•

VSA Weather Page:
http://www.gliding.asn.au/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=56&Itemid=99

•

RASP: An Overview for Pilots and Weather
Enthusiasts:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHksP0QCPW
0

•

Dr. Jack Glendining’s RASP website:
http://www.drjack.info/

•

RASP Website for Victoria: http://vicrasp.s3website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/
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Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies since 1st January 2014.
Mark Bland
Detlev Rueff
Mark Lucey
Reuben Lane
Bernie O’Donnell
Andrew Evans
Ron Boxhall
Graham Levitt
Atila Kerestes
Mike Pobjoy
Laura Sullivan
Duncan Robertson
Ian Cohn
Scott Anderson
David Ross
Phil O’Bryan
Mart Bosman
Andy Smith
Scott Lennon
Ben Talbot
Ollie Barthelmes
Gary Mason
Terry Knight
Bernie
Brendan Judd
Kenton Ford
James Rowe
Craig Collings

187
162
93
89
64
62
55
52
40
28
26
20
23
11
10
9
9
8
7
7
6
5
4
4
4
4
2
1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?

Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to book
your training or check flight requirements prior to the
weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources. Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification.
If you are unable to attend on your rostered day, it
is up to you to arrange a replacement and let
Peter Demeo know who you have swapped with.
Contact Peter at p.demeo@telstra.com or 0428 264
110.
Refer to MBGC Update for the latest Roster.
Duty Instructor contact details
Mark Bland
Ian Cohn
Bernie O’Donnell
Andrew Evans
Mike Pobjoy

0417 565 514
0408 379 939
0432 529 633
0418 377 146
0402 075 131

_________________________________________

The last word

_________________________

There is an annual prize for the most active
winch driver awarded at the AGM in January.

_______________________________

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC when you
purchase items from Foodworks.
Alpine Flyer

MBGC is sponsored by the
Mt Beauty Community Bank
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