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MBGC President’s Report
Everyone can now sit back
and breathe a sigh of relief
after the intense period of
gliding activity we have just
been through from pre-Easter
to the ANZAC weekend.
Thank you to everybody who
contributed to making this a
safe and enjoyable time.
Our Easter/ANZAC weekend flying statistics
were phenomenal with a total of 219 club
flights (not including all the visiting club aircraft
flights). These consisted of 190 winch
launches, 14 self launches and 15 aerotows
Particular mention is made of the spectacular
contribution to our winching operations by our
Tasmanian member Ron Boxhall over the
Easter break. Ron provided an amazing total
of 55 winch launches with his maximum for
one day being 31 launches on 19 April. Thank
you Ron for this great effort!

Dinner consisted of a choice of 6 different
casseroles plus dessert and most went back
for seconds!
Thanks to our Assistant Treasurer Mark Bland
for the mammoth task of collating all the flight
statistics and entering them into QuickBooks
each night and to our Treasurer Steve
Bradbury for managing the accounting aspects
of all this activity.
Mark was very proud when Steve advised him
that the figures all balanced after this
complicated exercise. I wonder how many
clubs are so well served by their financial team
such that by the time they get home from their
day of fun gliding, their flying account is
waiting for them by email.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
Well it’s been a huge month
for me!
Firstly I went back to
Charters Towers to help
train 9 Australian Air force
Cadets (AAFC) at the local
gliding club.

Ron Boxhall pulls back the winch cable after yet
another Easter winch launch.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Thanks to our catering group consisting of
Suzanne Bland, Shirley Knight and Susie
Cohn for the excellent casserole dinner
provided for al the visitors on Easter Saturday.
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I flew 89 of the total 204 flights flown during
the week and we had great results with 4 first
solos.
My trip home was delayed a day due to the
Tropical Cyclone and then with hardly a day to
spare got ready for the Easter onslaught of
visitors, both family and gliding.
With help from Detlev Rueff and John
Buchanan (GGC) we changed the winch wire,
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while my tireless father-in-law Norm Petith
mowed the airfield.

H – Height: Sufficient for recovery by 1000’
AGL (or 2000’ AGL within 2 NM of a licenced
aerodrome).
A – Airframe: Flaps, airbrakes, undercarriage,
set as required. Trim as required.
S – Security: Harness tight. Loose objects
stowed.
L – Location: Clear of built up areas, cloud,
controlled airspace.
o

L – Lookout: Carry out 180 turn followed by a
o
90 turn in the opposite direction (do not carry
o
out a 360 turn). Check in particular around
and below the glider.
Norm Petith happily mowing the Mt Beauty airfield
in preparation for the Easter onslaught.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Over the Easter / ANZAC week the club did
190 winch launches as well as all the A/T and
self launches.

REF: BASIC GLIDING KNOWLEDGE

Easter to ANZAC weekend photo
spread

The soaring conditions were slightly below the
standard for Mt Beauty, but we flew every day
and had higher participation from members
and guests than usual with no mishaps, which
is a credit to everyone.
As the soaring season slows down it’s
important to remain current and maybe brush
up on areas of your skill set that may be weak.
Winter is a good time to practice cable breaks
with an Instructor and also brush up on landing
techniques.
I still notice some people flying the glider on
rather that holding off properly.

CFI Mark Bland with youngest granddaughter Eden
inspecting part of the large fleet of gliders at Easter.
Photo: Suzanne Bland

Because we are a bit unorthodox at Mt Beauty
and normally land long on the reciprocal to
take off, it appears easier to fly a flatter
approach with less airbrake.
This is not good practice for a paddock landing
and we should all be confident to approach
steeper with half to ¾ brake.
Have a read of:
http://www.gliderbooks.com/downloads/M_Ch6
.pdf
...................................................................................

CFI Quote of the month
“Never fly in the same cockpit with someone
braver than you!”
MARK BLAND - CFI

This month’s safety tip
Do you know the pre-aerobatic check HASLL?
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Tom (Panda) Lambert and Jono (Penguin)
McAliece from the Gliding Club of Victoria
menagerie in ASK21-GFQ with Mt Beauty’s Laura
Sullivan. Their gliding headgear is yet to receive
GFA sanction.
Photo: Andrew Evans
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The happy Easter crowd around the launch point
tent with ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Our Technical Officer
Airworthiness/Operations/Radio, Terry Knight
imparts some sage advice to an unknown pilot in
ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Fun in the Autumn sun
Many hands make light work. James Rowe,
Jack Percy, Ian Cohn and Duncan Robertson push
back ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Mark and Suzanne Bland with some happy visitors
enjoying AEF flights in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Duncan Robertson

Hangar rash warning
After a recent spate of hangar rash incidents in
the club hangar it is timely to remind all
members to take care when moving gliders.
Particular care needs to be taken when the
hangar is full. Gliders with winglets are at
particular risk when their wingtips are close to
the neighbouring glider.
If moving a glider, ensure its path is clear
before moving it. Tail doilies should not be left
on gliders when stored in the hangar as this
increases the risk of it striking another glider
when being moved.

Laura Sullivan models the latest in comfortable
gliding PJs while advising Craig Collings how to rig
his ASW20-XOR and Craig catches some last
minute Autumn rays to top up his suntan ready for
his winter trip to Poland.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Mark’s Charters Towers training
camp
The Charters Towers Gliding Club in North
Queensland recently called on the services of
our CFI Mark Bland to assist in the running of
an Australian Air Force Cadet (AAFC) gliding
camp.
This was the third time Mark had been invited
to attend. The cadets were from Cairns.
Mackay and Townsville and had received
AAFC scholarships to learn to glide.

A simple rule is “Treat each glider as if it is
your own”.

Alpine Flyer
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Our Club membership is small, so to get a
good outcome it is quite important that the
survey is completed by all members.
Thank you to those members who have
already responded.

Mt Beauty Music muster visitor

Mark Bland and participants at the Charters Towers
Australian Air Force Cadet training camp.

Coming from an RAAF background Mark fitted
in well and his extensive gliding experience
was much appreciated by the AAFC and the
local club who lacked sufficient instructors.
Musician Emel Direk (third from left) visited
Mt Beauty for the ANZAC weekend Music Festival
and enjoyed a flight in ASK21-GVA and some
country hospitality with Suzanne and Mark Bland
and Ian Cohn.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Brooke gets a taste of Air Force life
(Chapter 2)
As mentioned in our last edition, Brooke
Anderson was recently awarded a work
experience placement for young women with
the RAAF at Sale.
Mark Bland congratulates Sharika Fenton on her
first solo in Ka7 GAB at Charters Towers AAFC
training camp

Here are a few more photos of her fantastic
experience.

Mark has suggested that Mount Beauty could
easily provide a venue for such a course in the
future and they were excited about the
prospect.

Member survey
If you have not responded to the member
survey yet, please send your response to Club
President Andrew Evans as soon as possible.
Our Club has been through a period of active
growth and acquisition of assets over the past
10 years or so and the Committee is interested
to hear the views of members on our future
direction, particularly in terms of acquisition of
further assets, including aircraft.
This is a great opportunity to let your
Committee know about matters that are of
concern to you about your club.

Alpine Flyer

Brooke in C17 Globemaster with the pilot and Chief
of Air Force Geoff Brown

Page 4

Alpine Flyer April 2014

Happy Mt Beauty visitors

C17 Globemaster takes off while Roulettes PC9
taxis (Brooke was not at the controls)

Nicole and daughter Anna had their first gliding
experience at Mt Beauty.
Nicole felt a little overwhelmed, whereas Anna
couldn't get enough of the majestic views of the
Mt Beauty township and the Kiewa Valley with Mark
Bland in ASK21Mi-GVS.
Photo: Detlev Rueff.

Size comparison

Brooke Anderson with flight Lieutenant Lachlan
Hazeldine (Roulettes No 3) in CT4

An Airbus A380 dwarfs a Boeing B737 on approach
to LAX

Interesting internet links
Situational awareness
http://youtu.be/bimvfJYzVaw
Spatial disorientation
Brooke Anderson with FA18 Hornet

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1xH0NCP
gTg&feature=c4overview&list=UU3ytY1MCWiwMiSyO414izow
Flying a Kookaburra at Caboolture
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuHHwhOIci
Y&feature=youtu.be
The Soaring Cafe website in the USA has
posted an article on the FLARM system:

Brooke Anderson (left) with her group in front of an
FA18
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http://omegataupodcast.net/2014/03/143collision-avoidance-with-flarm/
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Winch Driver Tally

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster

Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
st
1 January 2014 are shown below. If you are
not currently qualified to operate the winch,
why not consider obtaining training and help
share the workload?

Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources. Don’t just turn up on the
day expecting to receive instruction without
prior notification. If you are unable to be Duty
Instructor or Duty Pilot on your rostered day, it
is up to you to arrange a replacement and let
Peter Demeo know who you have swapped
with. Contact Peter at p.demeo@telstra.com
or 0428 264 110.

Detlev Rueff

123

Mark Bland

108

Reuben Lane

56

Ron Boxhall

55

Graham Levitt

50

Bernie O’Donnell

36

Mark Lucey

48

Andrew Evans

26

Laura Sullivan

25

Duncan Robertson

20

Atila Kerestes

16

Ian Cohn

15

Scott Anderson

10

Phil O’Bryan

9

Peter Demeo

9

Mike Pobjoy

9

Andy Smith

8

Mart Bosman

7

Scott Lennon

7

Ben Talbot

7

Gary Mason

5

Ollie Barthelmes

6

Terry Knight

4

Bernie Hochwimmer

4

David Ross

4

Brendan Judd

4

James Rowe

2

Duty Instructor Roster

Duty Instructor contact details

Upcoming Events
Saturday 26th July 2014 - GFA Safety
Seminar at Bacchus Marsh Aerodrome. All
members are encouraged to attend this
important meeting. Contact: Noel Vagg
nva06326@bigpond.net.au
September on date TBA - AIS sports camp
for glider pilots. Peter Trotter coordinating.
th

th

Sunday 9 November to Saturday 15
November - SpeedWeek14 at West Wyalong.
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Duty Pilot Roster

See more photos at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/18886818@N00/
sets/72157629393677997/

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

For Sale
Ventus b/16.6m VH-ITB s/n 272 TT 2200hrs.
Completely refinished by Sailplane Services
Slovenia in 2005. M&H winglets, Ilec SB-8
vario/flight director and distance computer.
Dittel FSG 71 radio with boom microphone.
Winter vario and ASI, artificial horizon,
altimeter, Airpath compass, G-meter, 2x12v
batteries with solar cell panel, Garmin 2+ GPS
linked to IPAQ 3950 running LK8000. Cobra all
aluminium trailer with one-man rigging aids.
Full tow-out equipment and parachute (Strong
para-cushion 1045-2).
The sailplane is located in Victoria, Australia
and is in superb condition. Price reduced to
$55,000AUD. Contact Andy Smith, email
dadyeah@yahoo.co.uk.

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
17 May 2014
And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.

Ventus VH-ITB
Photo: Andy Smith
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Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
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