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MBGC President’s Report
Another busy month with a
Committee meeting on
nd
2 March (see the report
below) and preparation of a
member survey to be
distributed in April. Pilots
have also been active flying
every weekend and on
many mid week days.
For a small club of only 44 members it is very
rewarding to see this level of active
participation by so many members.
News from the Committee
The MBGC Committee met on 2 March at Ian
and Susie Cohn’s residence. The business
items discussed included those summarised
below:




























nd

Committee meeting 2 March 2014. Left to right
Mark Bland, Peter Demeo, Ian Cohn, Andrew
Evans, Steve Bradbury and Terry Knight. (Missing
Kitty Vigo and Mart Bosman)
Photo: Susie Cohn
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FLARM for ASK21-GVA.
Radiotelephone Operator’s Authorisation
- training and testing.
Policy for member contributions to Club
operations.
ASF
tax
deductibility
for
Junior
Scholarship Scheme.
Purchase of Club single seater and fleet
review.
Parental permission to carry junior
passengers.
Simon Costa car donation.
Brian Webb Mitsubishi van donation.
Vintage rally at Mt Beauty.
Geelong Gliding Club Junior Support
scheme.
Update of Club Constitution.
Care of airfield cars.
Fire safety.
Radio for Pilatus - GCD.
Interaction with the Modeller’s Club.
Gift Certificate Register.
Sponsored Club marquee publicity.
Solar battery charger.
Bunnings BBQ fundraiser.
Member survey.
Outlanding check procedures.
Safety Committee, Safety Management
System and Emergency Response Plan
update.
Membership renewal form.
Brochures.
Airport Committee representation.
Committee meeting frequency review.

If you would like clarification of any of these
issues do not hesitate to contact me.
Member survey
Our Club has been through a period of active
growth and acquisition of assets over the past
10 years or so and the Committee is interested
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to seek the view of members on our future
direction.
A member survey is currently being drafted
and will be emailed to members in April in
order to seek your views. This will be a great
opportunity to let your Committee know about
matters that you consider could be improved.
Our Club membership is small, so to get a
good outcome it is quite important that the
survey is completed by all members.
Safety
A reminder of my advice in the previous edition
that we now have a Club Safety Officer; Phil
O’Bryan. All members are encouraged to
report anything they think is unsafe any time to
Phil, me, or any of our instructors.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
This month I’m still on my
soap box about turns and
correct use of rudder. It’s
such a basic concept that
probably doesn’t get enough
attention and I’m surprised
at how many pilots don’t get
it quite right.
I
found
this
great
explanation
at
http://bermudahighsoaring.com/uploads/2/8/0/
9/2809985/skids03-02.htm by Frank Reid.
Hope it helps to explain what I keep harping on
about.
Skidding turns are one of the most dangerous
things a pilot can do in an aircraft. Skidding
turns lead to spins and low level spins lead to
death, or at the very least a lot of “hurt.”
Now with that said as an opening to this article
let’s discuss skids. First off, exactly what is a
skid? A skid is an uncoordinated manoeuvre.
But then again so is a slip. So we need a
more exact definition. Let’s try this one. A
skid is an uncoordinated manoeuvre occurring
when the pilot uses too much rudder input in
the direction of the turn. Another way to say
that is the pilot uses too much “bottom
rudder.”
Now we have defined a skid so that it is easy
to tell the difference between a skid and a slip.
That is, if we know what a slip is. Let’s use
this as a definition of a slip. A slip is an
uncoordinated manoeuvre occurring when the
pilot uses too much rudder input opposite the
direction of the turn or too much “top rudder.”
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Both slips and skids need to be understood as
rudder input issues, not as either too much or
too little aileron input. The amount of aileron
input determines the amount of rudder
required for coordinated flight. The converse
of this statement is all wrong. That is, it is not
true that the amount of rudder input
determines the amount of aileron needed.
That’s a “cart before the horse” concept and is
a totally inaccurate way to think. The ailerons
are used to determine where we are going;
straight, left, right. The rudder is there to offset
adverse yaw caused by the ailerons being
moved.
Occasionally I hear pilots state that they lead a
turn with the rudder. It is not possible to input
rudder before any aileron movement and stay
coordinated. That is, you cannot offset
adverse yaw if it has not happened yet. What I
think those pilots mean is that they input
rudder (and maybe a lot of rudder) at the same
time that they move the stick in the direction of
the turn. But certainly you cannot correct
something that has not yet happened.
Now back to skids. Student pilots (and
sometimes non student pilots) tend to skid
their turns. And they are more apt to skid the
turns when they are in the latter portion of the
circuit. This is because they are now low
enough to be aware of the ground and they
also know that they want to align the sailplane
with some ground reference.
For example, on the base leg they want to be
perpendicular to the runway. Also, as they roll
out of their turn from base to final they want to
be aligned with the runway. And this is where
the problem comes in. I want to turn but I see
that I’m not turning fast enough. I am going to
overshoot my turn. What could seem more
“natural” than to try to point the nose where I
want to go? Step on the “bottom rudder” and
push the nose around and “help” the turn go
faster so that the sailplane is pointed in the
right direction. Seems reasonable. But it is
not. It is all wrong. I have just entered a
skidding turn by pushing on too much “bottom
rudder.” As instructors we must teach that if
you want to turn faster the only way to do it
is to increase the bank angle.
We now know what skids are and when and
where they are most likely to occur. But why
are they dangerous? Slips and skids appear
to be very similar. It can seem to the student
that one is just uncoordinated flight in one
direction and the other is uncoordinated flight
in the other direction. So what is the big
difference?
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Why are skids so dangerous yet students are
taught to do slips?
This is where we must look at what happens
when the pilot pushes too much “bottom
rudder.” Picture a sailplane in a somewhat
shallow left bank, because this is when a skid
will most likely occur. If we were in a steep left
bank there would be little need to help the
plane around the turn as it would be turning
quickly already. Now we’re in a shallow left
bank. We want to turn faster, so we start
pushing too much on the “bottom rudder.” The
tail of the sailplane moves to the right. The
right wing actually speeds up. The left slows
down. Additionally, the fuselage starts to block
the airflow to the left wing area closest to the
fuselage. So we have the left wing slowing
down and also the inner portion of the wing is
not getting a good airflow. This situation
greatly increases the indicated airspeed at
which the left wing will stall. If indeed the left
wing stalls, then it drops. The right wing is still
happily flying and flies right “over the top” and
we are very quickly in a spin.
Any time you hear about a stall/spin accident
in the traffic pattern you can bet your bottom
dollar that a skidding turn along with slow
airspeed were the cause. For those who have
had spin training you know that the way most
instructors teach spin entry is to slow down,
put one wing slightly down and push full
“bottom rudder.” Sounds just like a big skid
and indeed it is.
Finally let’s look at a slip and see why it is not
so prone to cause a spin. Again picture the
sailplane is a shallow left turn. Now push on
the “top rudder.” The tail moves to the left.
The top (right) wing slows down. The bottom
(left) wing speeds up. The fuselage starts to
block a portion of the top (right) wing. All of
this actually causes a self-correcting process
that must be offset to stay in a slip. The
bottom wing gets more lift as it is going faster.
The top wing gets less lift as it is slowing down
and has a portion of its wing closest to the
fuselage not getting good airflow. This means
that if no other pilot inputs are made the left
wing comes up, the right wing goes down and
the sailplane comes out of the bank. That is,
there is no quick tendency for the sailplane to
go into a spin.
You can still get yourself in trouble with a slip if
you do not enter and exit the slip correctly.
However, the slip can be a good tool to use for
either correcting for crosswinds or for
increasing your rate of descent without gaining
airspeed.
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It should also be noted that to the student that
slips do not seem “natural.” Students are not
inclined to want to point the nose of the
sailplane away from the direction of the turn so
they are much less likely to unintentionally slip
in the circuit. A slipping turn is also very
advantageous when thermalling to maintain a
steady attitude and constant speed.
On the lighter side I’ll tell you that when I was
learning to fly I was so bad in the traffic pattern
at trying to push the nose around with the
rudder that my instructor told me I should start
every turn in a slip. That way when I tried to
“rudder” the plane around the turn I would
simply move to coordinated flight or at least
pass through it on my way to a skidding turn.
Seriously, work very hard at avoiding skidding
turns especially in the circuit. Keep the string
straight! Remember that if you need to turn
faster the only correct way is to bank
steeper.
Fly safely and have FUN!!
...................................................................................

CFI Quote of the month
“Low and slow in you go”
Or
“Speed’s money in the pocket, height’s money
in the bank”
MARK BLAND - CFI

Jack’s Silver “C” height

Recent solo pilot Jack Percy achieves his Silver “C”
height in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Andrew Evans
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This month’s safety tip
Rules for hill soaring
All turns must be outwards, ie away from the
hill.
A glider overtaking another glider when hill
soaring shall do by passing between the
overtaken glider and the hill.
If two gliders approach each other head-on
while hill soaring, the glider which has the hill
to its left shall give way by turning away from
the hill.
When hill soaring, a glider shall not be flown
lower than 100’ above the ground when within
100m horizontally of a person, dwelling or
public road.
REF: BASIC GLIDING KNOWLEDGE

Many hands make light work

out in our camouflage gear before going to
lunch. After lunch we got to spend the rest of
the afternoon in a 32 SQN Simulator.
th

Day 2 - Wednesday 5 March
After breakfast (approx. 7am) we went and did
some leadership activities. For the leadership
activities we were given a scenario and had to
work as a team to accomplish the task. Once
we all had a turn at being a leader we went
and did some physical activities, which
included; the beep test, push ups, sit ups,
squats and a team building exercise. After
lunch we went to the School of Air Warfare,
where we listened to 5 female pilots talk about
their experiences with the RAAF. Then we did
some maths calculations which included
working out how long it would take to get to 24
nm (nautical miles). Last thing for the day was
our pre-flight medical, to make sure we were fit
and healthy enough to fly on Thursday.
th

Day 3 - Thursday 6 March
We were all up at 5:30am, dressed in our
flying suits ready for a day of flying. After
breakfast we headed out to the air strip where
we met the Chief of Air Force, Air Marshall
Geoff Brown AO.
Mr Brown showed us
through a C-17 Globemaster which we were
allowed to sit in the cockpit and given a
briefing on how to fly it (unfortunately we
weren’t allowed to fly it).

Left to right David Ross, Graham Levitt and Kenton
Ford move Astir-GRF into position for take-off.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Brooke gets a taste of Air Force life
Brooke Anderson was recently awarded a
work experience placement for young women
with the RAAF. Congratulations Brooke!
Here is her story.
I was very fortunate to be picked as one of 12
young women interested in an aviation career
from Victoria, New South Wales, South
Australia and ACT, who attended a four-day
flight Camp at the RAAF Base East Sale.
th

Day 1 - Tuesday 4 March
When we arrived at the RAAF Base East Sale,
we had a quick briefing on what we would be
doing for the next four days. Once that was
finished we went for a tour around the base
and got to watch the Roulettes do their air
show. We said goodbye to our parents, settled
into the accommodation block and got decked
Alpine Flyer

Brooke Anderson (third from right) about to board a
C-17 Globemaster

Once we finished looking through the C-17
Globemaster we were split up into four groups.
My group was first up in the helicopter, we
went over the township and surrounding areas
of Sale. When we were finished in the
helicopter we got to fly a CT4 (small aircraft)
and do aerobatics which included; loops,
barrel rolls, wing overs and aileron rolls. I got
to do my aerobatics with Roulette number 3
Lachlan Hazeldine. Once we were finished
flying in the CT4 it was my group’s turn to be a
passenger in the King Air passenger plane.
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This completed a big day of flying it was now
dinner time.
th

Day 4 - Friday 7 March

Andy missed the awards presentation at the
th
Club AGM on 26 January 2014 so President
Andrew Evans caught up with him on the
airfield for his award presentation.

Friday was our last day at the RAAF Base.
After breakfast we headed to Air Traffic
Control and learnt how to manage aircraft in a
circuit doing touch and goes, as well as direct
aircraft through a maze on a radar screen.
After finishing in Air Traffic Control we headed
out to the air strip and were fortunate to see
two FA-18 Hornets, we had a quick chat to the
pilots than headed back to our rooms, got
changed, packed and were off the RAAF Base
by 12:30 pm.

Brooke Anderson (left) inspecting an FA-18 Hornet.

This completed a very exciting, informative
and hands on experience, of what life is like in
the RAAF.
BROOKE ANDERSON

Mark & Heather fly to Mt Buller

President Andrew Evans (left) presents Andy Smith
with his longest flight award for 2013. Andy is also
congratulated by Mart Bosman (right).
Photo: Craig Collings

Care of club equipment
Your Committee has asked that the following
messages be repeated to ensure everyone is
aware of the need to care for these items of
equipment.
Vehicle operations and safety issues
Please care for our on-field club vehicles by
not driving too fast especially on the rough
sections of the winch track. Our tireless and
multi skilled Technical Officer Operations /
Airworthiness / Radio - Terry Knight has put a
lot of time and effort into repairing these
vehicles.
Parachutes

Heather Mull enjoying a flight to Mt Buller with
th
Mark Bland in ASK21mi-GVS on 14 March.
Photo: Mark Bland

Andy Smith’s longest flight award
Andy Smith won the 2013 longest flight out of
th
Mt Beauty award with his 786 km flight on 5
Feb 2013 to the west of Leeton and return.
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Please care for pilot parachutes by ensuring
they are not left lying loose in the launch point
van but are kept stored in their correct bags
when not in use. Also do not place them on the
ground when handling them.
Drogue chutes
Winch drivers are requested to not allow
drogue chutes to be dragged through
blackberries. Also note that if the drogue chute
can be landed on the winch track when there
is no cross wind, there is no need to pull it all
the way to the winch as this creates
Page 5

Alpine Flyer March 2014

unnecessary wear and tear. The cable can
simply be towed back to the launch point from
where the drogue chute lands under these
circumstances.

Tumut Aero Club Fly-in

Reuben Lane (front seat) and James Rowe share a
mutual flight in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Our Laura Sullivan with visitor James Crozier in a
th
Foxbat at the Tumut Aero Club Fly-in on 8 March
at Mt Beauty.
Photo: Terry Knight

The GFA Manual of Standard Procedures,
Part 2 - Operations states (paragraph: 8.1.3
Mutual Flying): “Where a two-seat sailplane is
flown by two pilots, one of them must be
designated as pilot in command (CAR
224).” (Note: CAR 224 below)
When flying mutually, please make sure that
there is absolute clarity of understanding of
who is the pilot in command and what it
actually means. If in doubt, refer the issue to
the Duty Instructor and ask for one of the two
pilots to be nominated as pilot in command.
Civil Aviation Regulations 1988 - Reg 224
Pilot in command:
1)

From left to right - Bruce Avery ( Holbrook & TAC),
Dianne Smith (TAC), Husband Graham Smith (TAC
SI) , Son Simon Smith (TAC Pres), Ian Dealy
(MBGC & TAC). Back George Calka (TAC), Peter
Demeo (MBGC & TAC).
Photo: Terry Knight

Mutual flights - Pilot in Command
When conducting mutual flights, one pilot
MUST be nominated as the pilot in command
(PIC).
Typically this will be done by the Duty
Instructor before the flight. If not, you have to
agree between yourselves on who of the two
pilots is in command of the aircraft.
You may share the flight duties, but the pilot in
command, even if not in control of the aircraft
at the time, is responsible the aircraft
operations and its safety.
The pilot in command is legally in charge of
the aircraft and is liable for any infractions of
flight rules and regulations.
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For each flight the operator shall
designate one pilot to act as pilot in
command.

1A) An offence against sub regulation (1) is
an offence of strict liability.
Note: For strict liability , see Section 6.1 of the
Criminal Code.
2)

A pilot in command of an aircraft is
responsible for:
a) The start, continuation, diversion and
end of a flight by the aircraft; and
b) The operation and safety of the aircraft
during flight time; and
c) The safety of persons and cargo
carried on the aircraft; and
d) The conduct and safety of members of
the crew on the aircraft.

2A) A pilot in command must discharge his or
her responsibility under paragraph (2)(a)
in accordance with:
a) Any information, instructions or
directions, relating to the start,
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continuation, diversion or end of a
flight, that are made available, or
issued, under the Act or these
Regulations; and
b) If applicable, the operations manual
provided by the operator of the
aircraft.
c) The pilot in command shall have final
authority as to the disposition of the
aircraft while he or she is in command
and for the maintenance of discipline
by all persons on board.
WITH ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO
JAREK MOSIEJEWSKI
CFI GEELONG GLIDING CLUB

Popular Pilatus

robust design was decisive for the success in
Australia, but also an unrivalled service life of
18,000 hours.
For the first time it enables the Air Force to
conduct very efficient pilot training with a
minimum of personnel. The first ASK 21 Mi will
leave the factory as early as May 2014.
Read more at:
www.alexander-schleicher.de/index_e.htm
This supports our Club decision to purchase
our ASK21-GVA.

Russell’s bucket list
83 year old Russell Sharpe started his bucket
list at Mount Beauty after thinking gliding
would be a good way to start.
After CFI Mark Bland took him for a winch
launch flight in ASK21-GVA, the flight proved
to be an experience far more exhilarating than
Russell expected.
Good luck on completing your bucket list
Russell.

Kenton Ford (left) and David Ross helping Reuben
Lane prepare for a flight in Pilatus B4-GCD.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

83 year old Russell Sharpe from Falls Creek
enjoyed his flight with Mark Bland in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Mark Lucey was very excited about getting closer to
his A, B and C certification after his single seater
conversion and a long flight in Pilatus B4-GCD.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

RAAF purchases 11 ASK21 Mi self
launching gliders
Alexander Schleicher has just announced an
order for eleven ASK21 Mi self launching
motor gliders for the RAAF.
All ASK21 Mi gliders will be utilised for the
basic training of future RAAF pilots and will be
based at four different training centres
throughout Australia. Not only it’s proven and
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Interesting internet links
In flight re-fuelling
http://www.youtube.com/v/pd5BMP_41bI%26rel%3
d0%26hl%3den_US%26feature%3dplayer_embedd
ed%26version%3d3

RAF typhoon flight
http://www.youtube.com/embed/sjvgC1cKQGA

Space station Commander provides guided
tour of orbiting laboratory
https://www.youtube.com/embed/doN4t5NKW-k
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Suzanne and Shirley’s dinner
(assisted by Terry)

Bernie’s tug of war skills

The April sausage sizzle will be replaced by an
Easter casserole dinner. Please let Suzanne
Bland know if you will be attending to facilitate
catering planning.

Bernie O’Donnell showing his tug of war strength by
pulling 1.2km of winch cable up to the glider with
effortless ease on his own.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Winch Driver Tally
Casserole dinner Easter Saturday
19 April 2014
Kenton’s stunts

Kenton Ford relieves the boredom while waiting for
his next flight. No gliders were harmed in the
performance of his stunts.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

New Terminal building sign

The Airport Committee has provided an attractive
and informative sign on the Terminal Building.
Photo: Terry Knight
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Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
st
1 January 2014 are shown below. If you are
not currently qualified to operate the winch,
why not consider obtaining training and help
share the workload?
Detlev Rueff

100

Mark Bland

85

Reuben Lane

48

Bernie O’Donnell

36

Graham Levitt

29

Andrew Evans

22

Atila Kerestes

16

Laura Sullivan

15

Ian Cohn

15

Duncan Robertson

13

Mark Lucey

13

Phil O’Bryan

9

Andy Smith

8

Ben Talbot

7

Mart Bosman

7

Scott Anderson

6

Gary Mason

5

Ollie Barthelmes

4

Terry Knight

4

Bernie Hochwimmer

4

David Ross

4

Mike Pobjoy

3

Peter Demeo

2

James Rowe

2
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Jack gets his hours up

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification.
Duty Instructor Roster

Jack Percy was happy after a 2 hour flight in
ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Has our CFI flipped?

Duty Instructor contact details

CFI Mark Bland in training for some inverted flying,
encouraged by Jack Percy in the background.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Upcoming Events
th

th

5 and 6 April - Man from Snowy River
Festival gliding camp at Corryong. Contact
Mark Bland if you are interested.
th

st

18 to 21 April - Easter gliding activities.
Any assistance by members will be
appreciated as this is an extremely busy time
for conducting Air Experience Flights and is an
important revenue raising period for our Club.
September on date TBA - AIS sports camp
for glider pilots. Peter Trotter coordinating.
th

th

Sunday 9 November to Saturday 15
November - SpeedWeek14 at West Wyalong.
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Duty Pilot Roster

Price reduced to $55,000AUD. Contact Andy
Smith, email dadyeah@yahoo.co.uk.

Ventus VH-ITB
Photo: Andy Smith

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

See more photos at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/18886818@N00/
sets/72157629393677997/

Singing in the rain
For Sale
Grob Twin Astir retractable VH-GRF s/n 3213
built 1978; TT 1,900 hrs (12,000 hr life).
Imported 2004. All ADs & MSBs complied.
Form 2 to 28 Dec. 2014.

st

Gliding in the rain on 21 March.
Photo montage by Detlev Rueff

For Sale
Ventus b/16.6m VH-ITB s/n 272 TT 2200hrs.
Completely refinished by Sailplane Services
Slovenia in 2005. M&H winglets, Ilec SB-8
vario/flight director and distance computer.
Dittel FSG 71 radio with boom microphone.

LD 38:1 @ 59 kt; full history. Borgelt B700 and
repeater; 2x PZL mechanical varios; 2 x Winter
ASI; Dittel FSG40 radio; 2 x compass; Gmeter; 2 x Parachutes Australia thinback; full
set Jaxida covers; gelcoat touched up by
Glider Maintenance Services Dec. 2012.
Excellent condition, inside and out. Trailer
included, but poor. Located at Mt Beauty,
Victoria. Can deliver by negotiation.
Price A$55,000. Contact Graham Levitt ph
0478 220 227 email hogbacon@hotmail.com

Winter vario and ASI, artificial horizon,
altimeter, Airpath compass, G-meter, 2x12v
batteries with solar cell panel, Garmin 2+ GPS
linked to IPAQ 3950 running LK8000. Cobra all
aluminium trailer with one-man rigging aids.
Full tow-out equipment and parachute (Strong
para-cushion 1045-2).
The sailplane is located in Victoria, Australia
and is in superb condition.
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Twin Astir retractable VH-GRF.
Photo: Graham Levitt
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And now a word from our sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.
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Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
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