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MBGC President’s Report
The Alpine Gliding Course in
February
was
a
great
success and was financially
beneficial for the club. Thank
you to all the helpers who
made it such a success and
who helped maintain our
reputation
as
a
very
hospitable club.
Our new Safety Committee had its first
meeting on 23 February and has kicked off to
a good start. Thanks to Phil O’Bryan for
accepting the important role of Club Safety
Officer.
The other members of the Committee are
Mark Bland - CFI and Terry Knight - Technical
Officer Operations / Airworthiness and Radio.
See the full story later in this edition.
The Instructors Committee also met on
27 February for a dinner meeting at my house
and cleaned all the beer out of my fridge.
Congratulations to Dave Ross and Atila
Kerestes who have converted to Pilatus -GCD
after recently going solo in ASK21-GVA.
I would also like to especially thank Detlev
Rueff who has provided an enormous amount
of support to the Club over recent months in
many ways. This has included winch driving,
maintenance, setting up early for the day’s
flying and also taking many very professional
photos of our operations, which are very
valuable for promoting our club.
Safe flying.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR
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CFI Report
Favourable weather once
again made the third VSA
facilitated
Mountain
coaching course a great
success in mid February.
The event was hosted by Mt
Beauty Gliding Club.
24 people attended with some local club
members also joining in on some days. Six two
seaters were available, including the two local
ASK21s, as well as nine visiting singles
including a Ka6.
Days before the week started the locals were
restless as the whole task area was choked in
thick smoke from the many bush fires around
Victoria and visibility was reduced to IFR
conditions. The local C180 tug also had a
major breakdown, requiring the backup Callair
tug to be picked up from Bacchus Marsh, but
this was also delayed due to the smoke
throughout the state.
Very fortunately a front brought some much
need rain on Saturday 15 February as
participants starting arriving for the course.
This cleared the air and set up a new air mass
that allowed decent soaring for the whole
week.
Paul Mander from NSW lead the group in
discussion each morning under the marquee
and talked about the many differences and
challenges mountains provide to a glider pilot.
I gave a local perspective and sparked some
interesting debate about the advantages of the
enormous array of gadgets the modern pilot
now uses to assist navigation in strange areas.
Paul also made his jet sustained ASH-25 back
seat available for many of the course
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participants, taking them on some great flights
to Mt Kosciusko and Mt Buller.
The ASH-25 together with about two thirds of
the fleet were launched with the local winch
with hardly any relights, which necessitated
only one tug and kept costs to a minimum.
For many of the flat landers new to the hills,
just flying around the beautiful Kiewa Valley
and ridge soaring Victoria’s highest peak of
Mt Bogong was excitement enough, but many
got further afield up past Mt Feathertop,
Hotham and over to Buffalo. Mt Kosciusko and
Mt Buller were also reached by several of the
more experienced in the group.

Daily briefings were conducted each morning for
course participants.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Evenings were spent at several local
restaurants,
with
the
club
providing
scrumptious meals at the airfield terminal on
two nights with the local aero modellers
providing entertainment. The course was a
great success overall with many happy pilots
going home with new experiences. A big thank
you to Paul and the other coaches and the
locals who made it all happen.
MARK BLAND - CFI
...................................................................................

CFI Quote of the month
Never let an airplane take you somewhere you
brain didn't get to five minutes earlier.
MARK BLAND - CFI

Terry’s maintenance report
A Flarm has recently been
fitted to ASK21-GVA to
improve safety in the air.
This photo by Detlev Rueff
shows me hard at work
undertaking this intricate
task.

Coach Paul Mander imparting some of his
considerable soaring knowledge to the course
participants.
Photo: Andrew Evans

TERRY KNIGHT
TO OPS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

Alpine Gliding Course
Here are some photographic highlights of the
Alpine Gliding Course conducted from 15 to 23
February at Mt Beauty.
Thanks to the many helpers who contributed to
making this event a great success.
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The happy group at a morning briefing.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
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Happy tuggie Ian Cohn.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Junior member Laura Sullivan entertaining the
oldies under the launch point marquee while waiting
for the 12.30pm thermal during the Alpine Gliding
Course.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Instructors’ course
The next Victorian / Tasmanian Region
Instructors’ Course will be held at Bacchus
Marsh Airfield during March 2014:
Paul Mander with his jet powered ASH25.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Commencement date Monday 24 March 2014
at 0900.
End date Friday 28 March 2014 at 1800.
Places are available for up to 10 applicants for
the issue of a Level 1 rating or upgrade to a
Level 2 rating.
Eligibility Requirements
Level 1 candidates are to be prepared by their
CFI in accordance with the "Club Preparation"
section on page 28 of Part 1 of the GFA
Instructor's Handbook.

Ian Grant being served a delicious dinner by
Suzanne Bland and Shirley Knight.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Candidates must meet the minimum
requirements of 75 hours total gliding with a
minimum of a “C” Certificate.
It is expected that candidates will also have an
adequate knowledge of Parts 1 and 2 of the
Instructor Handbook, which will be tested by
oral examination during the instructor-training
process.

This month’s safety tip
When winch launching do not hook the cable
onto the glider until it is confirmed by radio
communication that the winch driver is ready
to launch and the pilot is also ready to launch.
Willing helpers Scott Anderson and Duncan
Robertson wash up after dinner at the airfield.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Alpine Flyer
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 The Club hangar notice board.
 The launch point van.
 The winch.
All members are requested to familiarise
themselves with the ERP.
The documents have been submitted to the
GFA well before the required cut-off date of
28 April 2014.
The GFA has advised that any clubs which do
not comply with this deadline will have to deal
directly with CASA.
Kitty Vigo and Mark Bland in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff (photo shopped)

Supergran’s glider flight

Safety Committee
Our new Safety Committee held its first
meeting on 23 February.
The Committee consists of:
Andrew Evans - Chairman and Accountable
Manager.
Phil O’Bryan - Club Safety Officer
Mark Bland - CFI
Terry Knight - TO Operations / Airworthiness /
Radio

Mark Bland, Phil O’Bryan, Terry Knight and
Andrew Evans at the Safety Committee meeting on
23 February.
Photo: Andrew Evans (sorry for one of those
dreaded selfies but we could not find an
independent photographer)

The Safety Committee has kicked off to a good
start having completed the drafting of a Safety
Management System for the Club which
consists of a Safety Management Plan, a Risk
Management Plan and an Emergency
Response Plan.
Copies of the Emergency Response Plan
(ERP) have been strategically placed at the
airfield in red folders in the following locations
for easy access:
Alpine Flyer

Andrew Evans took his 87 year old mother-in-law
Margaret Webster for a flight in ASK21-GVA in
January and the story made the National Seniors
newspaper.

Hot lunches in the terminal building
Members are advised that hot lunches are now
available in the Terminal Building - providing
you bring your own leftovers from last night's
dinner and heat them up in the microwave
oven that has been donated for the use of
MBGC and Modellers Club members.
Members are reminded however of Club Rule
101 that stipulates that Thai Green Curry may
not be consumed within 8 hours before flying
dual!
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Horsham Week 2014
MBGC member Duncan Robertson competed
in Horsham Week 2014 in the Beaufort Gliding
Club’s Janus B with co-pilot Noel Vagg. Here
is Duncan’s story.
We got off to a great start with day 1 giving
strong thermals up to 15,000 feet. The task
rd
was a 3 hour AAT and we managed 3 place
with a distance of 304 km at 106 kph. This
year all distances and speeds were shown as
actual, with handicap determining points only.
Also daily prizes were given for best OLC
result. The winner for the day was Morgan
Sandercock flying a Sparrowhawk. This is an
amazing aircraft. It is built of carbon fibre with
an 11 m wing span. Each wing weighs 20 kg
and can be lifted by one person at the CG and
attached to the fuselage. With one wing tip on
the ground it is possible for someone to lift the
whole aircraft into the air by the cockpit side. It
can fly quite fast but with a very rough ride.

2 hour AAT task was set on the grid. We
easily won the day at 105.3 kph over 211 km.
Unfortunately the day was devalued and we
only received 600 points for the win. This was
due to it being only a 2 hour task and there
were 6 out landings, including the Twin Astir
and Sparrow Hawk, our main contenders.
nd

Going into the last day we were in 2 place
overall, some 90 points behind the
Sparrowhawk and 26 points ahead of the Twin
Astir. It was time to put on the kamikaze head
bands. The weather was even better than the
day before so we were set a speed task of
404.4 km. Our goal was to crack 130 kph and
we achieved this with a winning speed of 131
kph.
When the total points were tallied we were
outright winners by 2 points from Morgan
Sandercock in the Sparrow Hawk and Chris
Thorpe / June Murphy in the Twin Astir.

The tow out gear consisted of a simple wing
walker and carbon fibre sprung tail dolly with
two in line skate wheels. Instead of towing to
the flight line, Morgan would push it out by the
tail fin.
Day 2 was an even better day. The task was a
nd
3.5 hour AAT and we finished 2 with a
distance of 422 km at 118.8 kph. We were
also given the day prize for the best OLC
score.
The next 2 days were cancelled due to high
winds and overcast.
Day 3 was a difficult day with a fixed task of
rd
218.3 km. We finished 3 with a speed of
82.2 kph.
Day 4 was a 3.5 hour AAT. Unfortunately we
had a low point which slowed us down and
ruined our average. We covered 319 km at
th
86.1 kph for 5 place.

Noel Vagg and Duncan Robertson with their
winning trophy

Open and 18 m class was won by Craig Vinall
and 15m / Standard class won by Gary
Stevenson. 15m and Standard class were
scored separately but if a Standard class pilot
won, there was only 1 trophy.
Overall it was a safe and well run comp and
we had a great time in some fantastic weather.
Roll on next year.
DUNCAN ROBERTSON

Log Books
Day 5 was another brilliant 15,000 foot day;
however it took a long time to get trigger
temperature for take-off. Consequently a new
Alpine Flyer

Members are reminded that Log Books should
be kept up to date, brought to the airfield every
time you fly and produced upon request so
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that the Duty Instructor can determine your
currency.

Graham
Garlick
procedures:

Log Books are a legal document and are
something to be proud of as a record of your
flying achievements. Your GFA membership
card should also be carried with you.

http://members.glidingclub.org.au/flying/safety/
OUTLANDING%20by%20Graham%20Garlick.
pdf

MARK BLAND - CFI

on

safe

outlanding

Mark Newton on how to read temp trace
charts

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)

http://slash.dotat.org/atmos/help.html

Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.

http://casa.grapevine.com.au/lists/lt.php?id=Y0
UEBQEDAwAHUh9VAwYATA4DBQoB

It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Winch Driver Tally

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
15 March 2014

Flight Safety Australia - Current issue

Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
st
1 January 2014 are shown below. If you are
not currently qualified to operate the winch,
why not consider obtaining training and help
share the workload?
Detlev Rueff

72

Mark Bland

65

Reuben Lane

31

Bernie O’Donnell

30

Graham Levitt

26

Laura Sullivan

13

Ian Cohn

12

Duncan Robertson

12

Andrew Evans

9

Phil O’Bryan

9

Scott Anderson

6

Mart Bosman

5

Interesting internet links

Gary Mason

5

Intelligent glider pilots

Ollie Barthelmes

4

http://www.mentalpilote.com/why-are-gliderspilots-more-intelligent/

Mike Pobjoy

3

Terry Knight

3

Vintage Gliding Club

Bernie Hochwimmer

3

http://vimeo.com/76203251

Peter Demeo

2

Maurie Bradney’s “Flying Faster & Further”
This document will answer most of your
questions about thermalling and flying cross
country, as well as preparation and human
health.
http://www.glidingaustralia.org/Sport/Sport000
2_Further_faster_1.pdf

Alpine Flyer

Upcoming Events
Monday 24 March to Friday 28 March 2014 Instructors Course at Bacchus Marsh.
Saturday 8 March 2014 - Tumut Aero Club
Fly-in
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Duty Pilot Roster

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification.
Duty Instructor Roster

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

For Sale
Ventus b/16.6m VH-ITB s/n 272 TT 2200hrs.
Completely refinished by Sailplane Services
Slovenia in 2005. M&H winglets, Ilec SB-8
vario/flight director and distance computer.
Dittel FSG 71 radio with boom microphone.

Duty Instructor Contact details

Winter vario and ASI, artificial horizon,
altimeter, Airpath compass, G-meter, 2x12v
batteries with solar cell panel, Garmin 2+ GPS
linked to IPAQ 3950 running LK8000. Cobra all
aluminium trailer with one-man rigging aids.
Full tow-out equipment and parachute (Strong
para-cushion 1045-2). The sailplane is located
in Victoria, Australia and is in superb condition.
Price reduced to $55,000AUD. Contact Andy
Smith, email dadyeah@yahoo.co.uk.

Ventus VH-ITB
Photo: Andy Smith
Alpine Flyer
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See more photos at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/18886818@N00/
sets/72157629393677997/

And Now a Word from Our
Sponsors
MT BEAUTY

For Sale
Grob Twin Astir retractable VH-GRF s/n 3213
built 1978; TT 1,900 hrs (12,000 hr life).
Imported 2004. All ADs & MSBs complied.
Form 2 to 28 Dec. 2014.
LD 38:1 @ 59 kt; full history. Borgelt B700 and
repeater; 2x PZL mechanical varios; 2 x Winter
ASI; Dittel FSG40 radio; 2 x compass; Gmeter; 2 x Parachutes Australia thinback; full
set Jaxida covers; gelcoat touched up by
Glider Maintenance Services Dec. 2012.
Excellent condition, inside and out. Trailer
included, but poor.

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.

Located at Mt Beauty, Victoria. Can deliver by
negotiation.
Price A$55,000. Contact Graham Levitt ph
0478 220 227 email hogbacon@hotmail.com

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
Twin Astir retractable VH-GRF.
Photo: Graham Levitt
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