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MBGC President’s Report
My apologies to all our avid
readers for the delay in
publishing the November
"Alpine Flyer". I have been
travelling this month to
Cambodia, Laos and various
places in Malaysia to tick off
interesting places to visit on
my bucket list.
See the photo below to prove it.

active contributors start flooding my inbox with
stories and photos of their exploits, which
makes this job a lot easier. Thank you to these
contributors.
Thanks are due also to Nick Cohn for
designing our fantastic new MBGC website,
which is undergoing some finishing touches.
Thank you to Graham Levitt for taking on the
role of “Weekly Update” Editor from Ian Cohn
after Ian produced an amazing 146 editions.
Thank you also to our fantastic catering team
who catered for the Gathering of the Moths
microlight regatta at Mt Beauty, resulting in a
useful injection of funds to our club coffers
(see story below).
Congratulations are due to Laura Sullivan on
her receipt of the Alpine Shire Youth Sports
Award for 2013 (see story below).
Congratulations also to our junior members
Reuben Lane and Kenton Ford for completing
all elements of their Silver "C" badge at the
Leeton gliding camp (see stories below).
Hot off the press congratulations to Ben Talbot
also for winning the Junior Narromine Cup this
week. More on this in the next edition.

Andrew Evans at one of the many Angkor temples,
Cambodia.
Photo: Tour guide

I also visited my grandkids in MacKay, North
Queensland so there has not been much time
for Editorial duties.
At the start of each month as I stare at a blank
canvas, I wonder how I am going to produce
another interesting newsletter. Then all our
Alpine Flyer

Our AGM is scheduled for 26 January 2014.
Members are reminded that one month’s
notice of any proposed agenda items is
required for these items to be considered at
the AGM. No additional items will be accepted
after this date.
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR
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CFI Report
Well another busy month for
me! First a few weeks in
Perth that included a trip to
the “Gliding Club of Western
Australia” at Cunderdin, and
then twelve days in New
Zealand flying at Omarama
The GCWA looked after me and I was lucky to
reminisce about the joys of an IS-28B2! A
good aircraft but our ASK21-GVA is much
nicer. My host at the GCWA was Graham
Clinton who really looked after me and Adam
and very kindly gave me a copy of a newly
published book by Dick Sasse, the oldest living
glider pilot in Australia at 94.
The book titled “Old Stick in the Mud” is an
Auto Biography of his life as a farmer, WW2
pilot and glider pilot and is a great read, highly
recommended (see the book review below).
My fifth trip to Omarama was also very
enjoyable sharing a Twin Astir with Graham
Levitt, although apart from one difficult wave
day to 21,000’ we mostly had quite stable
thermal days, but still managed over 30 hours
of flying.

aircraft
has
touched
down
the
airbrakes/spoilers should be fully deployed to
reduce the length of the ground run.
Bounces on landing usually occur because the
glider has been rounded out too late and by an
insufficient amount. The glider strikes the
ground with a residual rate of descent and is
rebounded back into the air. This effect is
particularly marked if the glider is of
“taildragger” layout, i.e. with the CG behind the
main wheel. The reason for this is that a taildown movement occurs when the main wheel
strikes the ground, and this results in an
increase in angle of attack of the wing. The
resultant increase in lift produces a very
marked bounce.
The main point to watch for in bounced
landings is that you do not move the stick
rapidly forward after the bounce has occurred.
This will almost certainly result in a very heavy
landing, which will cause glider damage and
may cause back injury to one or both pilots.
The correct action in the case of a bounced
landing is to select and hold a steady level
attitude and retract the airbrakes or spoilers. A
second attempt at the landing can then be
made without further problems”.

A visit to the Croydon Aircraft Factory
http://www.croydonaircraft.com/CAC.html
at
Manderville to inspect Graham’s Tiger Moth
rebuild was also enlightening and if you are
ever near Gore (Invercargill) it’s a must see
museum.

We don’t seem to have much luck with the
Astir and it will now miss most of the soaring
season resulting in lost revenue. I’ve heard
several members complain that they have
difficulty flying it which I find strange because it
really is a basic early solo glider!

On return to Mt Beauty last week, Suzanne’s
chores were put on hold as GVA needed a
Form 2, so with the skilful assistance of Terry,
Olli and Detlev we managed to complete the
annual service by the end of the weekend. You
will notice the returned to better than new
polish job by Detlev and the corrected trim and
airbrake adjustments.

MARK BLAND - CFI

Now to a more depressing point; and that is
that the Astir IKS has once again been
damaged in a landing incident. From
preliminary investigation it appears a bounced
landing led to incorrect airbrake use and then
subsequent bounces and finally a heavy
landing that the undercarriage couldn’t cope
with. From the Instructors Handbook I bring
the following to your attention:
“Although the amount of airbrake/spoiler used
during the approach will probably have been
varied to maintain the aircraft on the final glide
path, the recommended setting for landing
should be made before Check 1 is
commenced. This setting should then ideally
remain unaltered until touchdown. Once the
Alpine Flyer

CFI Quotes of the month
A smooth landing is mostly luck; two in a row
is all luck; three in a row is prevarication.
A “good” landing is one from which you can
walk away. A “great” landing is one after which
they can use the aeroplane again.
ANONYMOUS

Ben’s 500 km
I got to briefing at Narromine on 25 November
with the plan of doing 500 km after completing
a fast 400 km at 115 km/hr the day before,
beating my coach Brian.
The day looked good with cloud base
expected to be around 7000’ with 5 to 6kt
average climbs and cu to the south and west
of Narromine. Winds were 15 kts from the
south.
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The first leg was straight into wind running
south down to Glenfell at 186 km into wind.

Not a bad effort before breakfast!

The only tricky part was crossing one of the
valleys that is renowned as a big sink patch in
the area, so I took extra climbs to stay high to
get over it with minimal loss.
After turning at Glenfell I fell down to 4000’
where it was a struggle but found 2 kts that
turned into 8 kts after getting above 5500’.
Cloud base rose to around 8000’ and was
streeting, so a good run of 143 km was
achieved to Tullabageal.
After turning at Tullabeageal the climbs
became more structured and more reliable and
I was able to get my speed from 96 to 106
km/h.

A great day was had in all and I’m now waiting
to do a 750 km in the next week or so.

Mark Bland taking a selfie of himself and Ian Cohn
in ASK21mi-GVS

Early morning wave over Mt Bogong from 11,800’ in
ASK21mi-GVS.
Photo: Mark Bland

Ian & Susie’s visit to Chile
BEN TALBOT

The early bird gets the worm
Mark Bland peered out the window of his
Mt Beauty Airpark home at 0600 on 25
November and saw a very enticing wave
formation over Mt Bogong. So after ringing Ian
Cohn to rouse him from a deep sleep at his
Simmonds Creek Rd abode they took off at
0715 in ASK21-GVSmi and climbed under
power to 6000’ near Mt Emu.
Here they struck over ten knots sink while
pushing forward towards Mt Bogong before
contacting wave.
They then flew 200 km to Dartmouth Dam,
Mt Feathertop and back to MBTY at an
average speed of 96 km/hr, reaching a
maximum altitude of 11,800’.
Alpine Flyer

Well, today is the day. Rodrigo Lavanderos,
Operations Manager of the Club de
Planeadores de Vitacura called to say that he
had found a pilot to take me on a flight into the
Andes - himself, and to attend at 14:00 hours. I
walked down the hill from Lucy’s apartment
and arrived at the Vitacura airfield (alt 2,300 ft)
at around 13:40, to find several gliders lined up
on the runway; an Arcus M, a Ventus and a
Duo Discus. Vitacura is located in Santiago
Province Chile.
The Duo was allocated to Rodrigo and me. A
180 hp Super Cub fitted with a retractable tow
rope started towing the gliders off to the 5,364’
high local hill, the Cerro Manquehue
(pronounced Man kay way) extinct volcano.
The picture below shows the early stages of
the aerotow launch. Basically, Vitacura airport
is hemmed in by freeway, river, houses,
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apartment complexes, office buildings and
industrial areas. After take-off you track down
the river along the side of the freeway. That's a
Service Station at the bottom of the picture. A
rope break would be very interesting!!!

was about 15,000 ft. above some wispy
cumulus cloud.
About 50 min into the flight we encountered
quite a reasonable thermal. Rodrigo thought
that we needed proof so that we could
exercise bragging rights. So he took this
picture of his instrument panel with his phone.
The OLC GPS record shows a peak climb rate
in this thermal of 5.5 m/s He was so excited
that, there and then, he sent the picture to his
mates using the preferred Chilean social
media program “Whatsapp”.

Launch from Vitacura airport. Flying down the
freeway after take-off.
The lower western ridge of Cerro Manquehue is at
the top of the picture.
Photo: Ian Cohn

We released at around 4,100 ft close to the
western ridge of Cerro Manquehue and after
scraping the ridge for a while gradually gained
height in ridge lift.
We made our way north using mainly 2 to 4 kt
ridge lift with the occasional thermal
sometimes averaging over 9 kt and
occasionally using “S” turns to gain altitude
before proceeding along the next part of the
ridge.
We passed over a very deep valley where the road
to Argentina goes up to the mountain pass.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Maximum northerly point was 134 km north of
Vitacura, and about 25 km east of Chincolco
airport at a mountain called Y Griega (Greek
Y) a bit north of Laguna Cuadrada (the square
lake). We then turned south at about 1 hour 55
min into the flight at around 13,700 ft.

The picture shows an average climb rate of
m/s.
Photo: Rodrigo Lavanderos

4.9

Passing through 10,000 ft it was time to put on
our oxygen masks, but in the excitement of
climbing in a 10 kt average climb rate thermal
Rodrigo forgot to put his on. However, a little
later he calmed down and got on oxygen
without any problems. Our maximum height
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Laguna Cuadrada approximates a square and
was still partially frozen over.
On the way back we encountered a Pilatus B4
glider a little lower than us at around 12,500 ft
going the opposite way. Rodrigo checked it
out, but said it was from another club.
It was an easy glide back to Vitacura,
averaging around 145 km/hr and landing there
just after 1705 after a fantastic three hour
flight.
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If you want to experience where we went on
Google earth, the best way is to download an
IGC/Google Earth viewer called IGC Replay
from:
http://ywtw.de/igcsimen.html.
This gives a 3D out the front window view of
the entire flight from the .igc file in real or
accelerated time. You have to have Google
Earth as well.

About an hour into the flight we passed this blue
lake in forbidding terrain. I understand that it's the
tailings dam for a copper mine.
Photo: Ian Cohn

The diagram below is from the Gliding Online
Contest page
www.onlinecontest.org/olc2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?dsId=341789.
Laguna Cuadrada was still partially frozen over.
Photo: Ian Cohn

A very big “muchas gracias” (thank you) to
Rodrigo for going out of his way to get me a
fantastic flight and also to Alby James for
paving the way.

Proving he can keep up with the Gen "Y”s here is a
“selfie” with Rodrigo Lavanderos post flight.
Photo: Ian Cohn
IAN COHN - VICE PRESIDENT

Left - Where we went – from the OLC GPS
trace. (See attached .igc file).

Another Award for Laura

Unfortunately my Garmin logger did not
capture the takeoff. My phone GPS did get the
take-off on XCSoar but ran out of battery
power about 2 hours into the flight.

Junior member Laura Sullivan has scored
another Award to add to her already
overloaded bedroom wall. This time it’s the
Alpine Shire Youth Sports Award for 2013.
Congratulations Laura!

Alpine Flyer
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Leeton camp

Laura Sullivan
Photo: Ian Cohn

Steve Bradbury, Kenton Ford, Mark Bland and
Reuben Lane preparing for a day’s flying at the
Leeton Camp.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

GVA Form 2

Reuben Lane and Kenton Ford relaxing after a hard
day’s work at the Leeton Camp.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Detlev Rueff produces a mirror finish on the wings
of ASK21-GVA during its recent annual Form 2
inspection.
Photo: Mark Bland

Reuben’s Silver “C”

Junior member Reuben Lane was ecstatic to fly all
elements of his Silver “C” badge at the Leeton
Camp in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Terry Knight provides some instruction to Kenton
Ford during the recent annual Form 2 inspection of
ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Mark Bland

Alpine Flyer
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Kenton’s Silver “C”

Thanks to our catering crew of Shirley and
Terry Knight, Suzanne Bland, Susie Cohn,
Kitty and David Vigo, Ken and Margaret
Darling and Bernadette O’Donnell who
provided sumptuous meals for the flyers and
made a tidy profit for our club.

Kenton Ford receives an obligatory dousing from
CFI Mark Bland after completing all elements of his
Silver ‘C” badge at the Leeton Camp.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Our new marquee
Enjoying the shelter of our new marquee
sponsored by Mt Beauty Community Bank
after feeding the Gathering of the Moths
visitors on 24 November.

Microlight flyers enjoying our hospitality under our
new marquee sponsored by Mt Beauty Community
Bank.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

2013 - An Omarama Odyssey
Mark Bland & Graham Levitt

Rear: Bernadette O’Donnell, Ian Cohn and Ken
Darling, Seated: Andrew Evans, Suzanne Bland,
Kitty Vigo, Shirley Knight, Margaret Darling, Terry
Knight.
Photo: Detlev Rueff

At 6am on Friday 1 November the MBGC CFI
Mark Bland stumbled out of the International
Arrivals at Harewood Aerodrome (nowadays
masquerading as Christchurch Airport) to be
met by Graham Levitt, objective Omarama.
However, before that goal could be realised, a
detour was required, first to Gore to check on
progress on Graham’s Tiger Moth and thence
to Alexandra to get possession of Twin Astir
ZK-GJW, hired from Central Otago Flying
Club.

Gathering of the Moths
MBGC welcomed microlight flyers to
Mt Beauty for their annual gathering of the
Moths.

The fuselage of Graham’s Tiger waits for the wings
to be finished.
Photo: Graham Levitt
A microlight visitor to Mt Beauty for the Gathering of
the Moths.
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Alpine Flyer

Graham’s Tiger is being restored by the
Croydon Aircraft Co at Mandeville near Gore
and home to many vintage moths. Of interest,
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to MBGC members is the MG19A gull wing
vintage glider, designed in Austria by Erwin
Musger and known as the Steinadler (Golden
Eagle). The example in the museum was
manufactured between 1952 and 1954, but the
origins of the design date back to the early
1930s.

launched by aerotow at 12.30pm courtesy of
Glide Omarama’s Pawnee (ZK-PPA). After
climbing on Mt Horrible, GJW ventured first
southward to Mt St Bathans, then south west
to just short of the Omarama Saddle before
pushing north across the valley to the foot of
Mt Benmore.

In 1956 Erwin Musger set an Austrian duration
record of 8.09 hours later the same year a
world duration record of 40 hours 51 minutes
th
flying the Steinadler. An MG19b placed 5 in
the 1954 World Championships.

The wind was southerly, 10-20 kts below 4500’
but reversed direction above 5000’. JW soon
scuttled back to Horrible and climbed again
before venturing across the Ahuriri River to the
small range hills to the north known as the
Buscat. After returning to Horrible again, a final
trip was made to the Clay Cliffs before
returning to land. 5hr 15m for 123 km at
25kph, 153 pts.
On Tuesday 5 November a 1pm launch saw
GJW soon on Mt Horrible again, with a
southerly 15 kt southerly with thermals to
6500’, that enabled GJW to soar the Ewe
Range and Dunstan peaks but unable to
progress further.

Mark Bland shows off the lines of the gull wing of
the Steinadler.
Photo: Graham Levitt

The next day, Saturday 2 November, Mark and
Graham made their way to Alexandra,
champing at the bit in the hope of getting in the
air as it was to be the best wave day of the
trip, with lenticular clouds evident all over the
sky.
Alas this was not to be as our intrepid aviators
had to satisfy themselves with a 30 km out and
return mountain bike ride to the top of the
Clyde Dam on the Clyde River track, returning
via the Otago Rail Trail. The bikes were
provided by Central Otago Flying Club
instructor and PIK 20B (ZK-GKG) owner, John
Robinson, who kindly put the MBGC visitors
up for the night and provided an excellent
BBQ.

Unbeknown to our intrepid pilots, an easterly
sea breeze had come in soon after takeoff and
cut off thermal activity. 1hr 27m for 70 km at
50 kph, 86 pts. Undeterred, our MBGC crew
took themselves off in the hire car to get a
closer look at some of the outlanding airstrips
in the Lake Ohau area.
The following lunchtime, with a 10 kt easterly
blowing and cloudbase around 5000’, an
aerotow at 1.30pm to the Nursery on the
western side of Mt Horrible resulted in a climb
to 4500’ and a venture across to the Ewe
Range followed by a scuttle back to the
Nursery.

Finally, on Sunday, a flying day. After DIing the
club’s Twin Astir ZK-GJW a check flight each
off the Alexandra winch, Mark set off for
Omarama with a 40 minute aerotow to set up
the flight to Omarama (94 km distant), with
Graham bringing all the paraphernalia in the
car. The flight duration was 2hr 56m for a
distance of 191 km.

JW heading north toward Magic Mountain and
Snowy Top, Lake Ohau in the distance.
Photo: Graham Levitt

The next day, a flight re-familiarisation for both
pilots with the Omarama surrounds was
undertaken. After first inspecting the RNZAF,
who flew in to visit in five CT4s, GJW was

A trip north west to the Clay Cliffs saw a climb
and glide from Ahuriri Downs south west over
Killermont Airstrip and the edge of the Lindis
Pass then north to Magic Mountain and thence

Alpine Flyer
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to Snowy Top at 5600’ and just short of Ohau
Lodge. Returning to Snowy Top JW ventured
north west across Lake Ohau to the edge of
the Ben Ohau summit, before turning south
west and flying to Ben Avon at 6500’ with a
good view of Lake Hawea before returning to
Mt Horrible via the Lindis Range, Omarama
Saddle and the Ewe Range to Mt Horrible.

at 3.50pm just to get off the ground, and this
was short lived as anticipated. A quick climb
over the Ahuriri bridge at Omarama saw the
Twin on its way to the Clay Cliffs, the foothills
of Magic Mountain and back on the ground in
29 minutes!

Next was a quick foray north to Little Ben, a
retreat to Horrible and a try at Big Ben, which
resulted in JW circumnavigating the Benmore
range, whilst the Swiss and German friends
ahead in a Duos Discus returned to the safety
of Horrible via Lake Benmore. After topping up
at Little Ben and the Buscat GJW returned
triumphantly to Omarama. 5hr 46m for 184 km
at 25 kph, 233 pts.

Mark, John and Jack on Ladybird Hill. The three
glider hangars at Omarama in the background.
Photo: Graham Levitt
th

Thermalling over the Nursery with the Duo.
Photo: Graham Levitt

In contrast to the previous day, Thursday 7
November, was a letdown, literally. After
launching at 1.30pm, overconfidence from the
previous day led to an early release at 1500’
AGL and a 40 minute scratch over the nursery.
Disappointed pilots got in the car and went to
visit Lake Benmore hydro and drown their
sorrows at the Otematata pub.

The following day, Sunday the 10 , the wave
finally arrived. Launching early at 10.50am, a
20kt north-westerly below 5000’ strengthened
to 25kts from the west between 5000’ and
10,000’ and north-westerly again higher. After
climbing on Mt Horrible, JW sought the wave
at the Clay Cliffs and Little Ben, returning to
the nursery, Horrible and the Ewe Range
before again attempting the wave at Little Ben,
venturing as far west across the valley as
Magic Mountain.
After again returning to Horrible, a decision
was made to try Big Ben and JW climbed
slowly but steadily as she moved north along
the Benmore range, just shy of 7000’. After
listening to the radio chatter, it was decide to
push north over the plain to east of Twizel, as
this was where the wave was being contacted
by other pilots.

th

On Friday the 8 , Alexandra member and
recent solo pilot Jack Pivac arrived to have his
first experience of Omarama. A 10 kt easterly
wind and stable conditions made for a fairly
ordinary day. Mark and Jack launched at
2.45pm., taking a tow to the Buscat and
getting consistent ridge lift in a confined area
on the southerly slope of Little Ben. After 75
minutes the thrill wore off and JW returned for
landing. 1hr 16m for 29 km at 25 kph, 32 pts.
th

Saturday 9 dawned with a rain, fog and a
southerly wind. In lieu of any early flying, Mark
and Graham were joined by John and Jack
from Alexandra and walked to the top of
Ladybird Hill, which overlooks Omarama.
Finally. after waiting all day, JW took a launch
Alpine Flyer

JW approaching Lake Pukaki, climbing in the wave,
still below cloudbase.
Photo: Graham Levitt
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Sure enough, the wave was encountered and
a steady climb ensued, turning on the oxygen
and reaching 12,500’ just to the east of the
southern end of Lake Pukaki, where the cloud
was thickening up fast. As the class C
airspace is FL135 at this point, JW flew across
to the western shore of the lake where the
airspace is unrestricted. From this point on, the
ground was obscured by cloud, the rest of the
flight being conducted by dead reckoning and
occasional glimpses of the lake because, as is
usually the case in these situations, this was
also the day the GPS decided to take a
holiday.

After descending to 16,000 whilst flying south
along the length of Lake Pukaki, a hole was
observed in the cloud layer over the southern
tip of Lake Ohau, and the Twin made for that,
descending below cloudbase and into the
open at 10,000’ just to south of Ben Ohau and
then flying east to the Benmore range for a
final descent into Omarama. 7hr 22m for 303
km at 46 kph, 356 pts.

JW made her way up the lake on track for Mt
Cook, breaking 20,000’ overhead Glentanner
Airport, before tracking eastward over the
Tasman River, Nun’s Veil, Lake Tasman and
crossing the Murchison River and the Tasman
Glacier until abeam Mt Cook at 20,500’.

Back under the cloud. Clear view back to Lake
Ohau and Ben Ohau, 9,500’.
Photo: Graham Levitt

On Monday 11 November the Canterbury
Gliding Club mountain flying course began,
with a task set from Omarama to the Lake
Pukaki Spillway, Glen Lyon Airstrip on the
north east edge of Lake Ohau and return to
Omarama.

20,100’ on the clock.
Photo: Graham Levitt

With no sight of the summit, the Twin began
the return trip, using the western side of the
lake. Due to the ground being obscured, a
descent over water was preferred to avoid any
solid clouds.

Launching with a 10 kt southerly behind the
CGC Pawnee ZK-CNG, JW soon found a
climb over Mt Horrible, the Ewe range and the
northern edge of the Dunstan range and
departed to Little Ben, along the western edge
of the Benmores and over Twizel, reaching the
first turnpoint 1hr 45m after launch.
The next leg westward was across to the Ohau
range and though the gap just on the edge of
the Ben Ohau summit was relatively
straightforward, but soon after it all turned pear
shaped. From 4700’ at the Ben Ohau, JW
reached the Glen Lyon turnpoint at 3470', in
the sink at the lee of the range.
The Maitland strip beckoned and an outlanding
seemed inevitable. With one last chance at
scratching for some lift on the western side of
the lake, JW reaching the rocky scree
identified in figure 11 at 830’ above the strip.

Turning for home at Mt Cook.
Photo: Mark Bland

Alpine Flyer

What followed was 25 minutes of Mark
battling, first in the very limited area above the
scree and, as height was gained, expanding
the area as the ridge began to work. JW slowly
climbed to 4,900 before resuming a southerly
course with top up climbs at Ohau Lodge,
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Snowy Top, Magic Mountain and the Clay
Cliffs before returning to the finish, one of only
three to complete the task. 3hr 16m for 144km
at 50kph, 189 pts.
th

Our last Omarama day, Tuesday the 12 , the
wind northerly 15 kts. The task set was 300 km
to Cromwell near Alexandra, back to the
northern end of Lake Hawea and return to the
start. Launching at 1.30pm, behind a tow to
the Clay Cliffs, JW soon gained the foothills of
the Lindis range, climbing to 5,700’, not
enough to get over the top safely.
After continually attempting climbs for 1hr 45m
we gave up on the task, and continued on
local flying. From the Omarama Saddle JW
flew to the north of the Dunstan range, then
north to Little Ben, Big Ben and the Benmore
range as far north as the Ohau River and
thence west over Ribbonwood to Snowy Top
and Ben Dhu before returning to Omarama via
the Clay Cliffs. 5hr 09m for 156 km at 30 kph,
196 pts.
That night we drove back to Christchurch, with
Graham departing for Sydney at 6.30am whilst
Mark had a good look at the rebuilding
following the 2011 earthquake.

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
21 December 2013
Book Review
“Old Stick in the Mud” is a personal story
written by Dick Sasse, at the age of 90 plus, to
his grandchildren when asked “What was it like
in the old days?” It is a gentle, humble story
that conveys much of what makes Australia
great today.
Ordinary folk are the unsung heroes.

Heading west for home, departing Christchurch.
Photo: Graham Levitt
GRAHAM LEVITT

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Alpine Flyer

Dick takes us on a journey through pioneering
days of the northern wheatbelt of Western
Australia, the dislocation of the Great
Depression, his experience as a RAAF pilot in
WW2, achieving a life held ambition to return
to farming the land and his passion for gliding
and music.
His story chronicles love found, lost and found
again and illustrates that happiness and
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fulfilment comes from the simple things and is
there for all to achieve.

Duty Pilot Roster

http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/product/old-stickmud-dick-sasse
$25.00
MARK BLAND - CFI

Interesting internet links
Why are glider pilots more intelligent?
http://www.mentalpilote.com/why-are-gliderspilots-more-intelligent/
Stunning aviation photos- it’s not what it
sounds like!
https://www.facebook.com/aviationporn

Instructor & Duty Pilot Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification.
Duty Instructor Roster

PETER DEMEO – SECRETARY

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
st
1 January 2013 are shown below. If you are
not currently qualified to operate the winch,
why not consider obtaining training and help
share the workload?

Alpine Flyer

Mark Bland

194

Reuben Lane

103

Bernie O’Donnell

93

Andrew Evans

63

Kenton Ford

51

Ben Talbot

46

Ian Cohn

45

Duncan Robertson

43

Laura Sullivan

42

Mike Pobjoy

40

Ron Boxhall

34

Steve Bradbury

33

Phil O’Bryan

32

Scott Anderson

29

Peter Demeo

27
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Richard Todd

21

Detlev Rueff

20

Graham Levitt

19

Mart Bosman

19

Terry Knight

16

Gary Mason

11

Andy Smith

9

Craig Collings

7

Ollie Barthelmes

5

Rod Harris

3

Alan Reynolds

2

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

Upcoming Events

Ventus VH-ITB
Photo: Andy Smith
See more photos at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/18886818@N00/
sets/72157629393677997/

7 to 14 Dec 2013 - Joey Glide at Narromine.
15 Dec 2013 - Committee meeting at Cohn
residence 9.00am.
26 Jan 2014 - MBGC AGM.
15 to 23 Feb 2014 - VSA Alpine Soaring
Course Mt Beauty.

And Now a Word from Our
Sponsors
MT BEAUTY

For Sale
Ventus b/16.6m VH-ITB s/n 272 TT 2200hrs.
Completely refinished by Sailplane Services
Slovenia in 2005. M&H winglets, Ilec SB-8
vario/flight director and distance computer.
Dittel FSG 71 radio with boom microphone.
Winter vario and ASI, artificial horizon,
altimeter, Airpath compass, G-meter, 2x12v
batteries with solar cell panel, Garmin 2+ GPS
linked to IPAQ 3950 running LK8000. Cobra all
aluminium trailer with one-man rigging aids.

Don’t forget to nominate MBGC as the
recipient of their donation when you purchase
items from their store.

Full tow-out equipment and parachute (Strong
para-cushion 1045-2).
The sailplane is located in Victoria, Australia
and is in superb condition.
Price reduced to $55,000AUD. Contact Andy
Smith, email dadyeah@yahoo.co.uk.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
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