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MBGC President’s Report
It’s another bumper edition
this month due to the
excellent contributions of
stories and photos by
members. Thanks to all
these contributors who I
hope make this newsletter
interesting for its readers.

Hangar rails
Thanks to our multi skilled Treasurer Steve
Bradbury and his apprentice welder James
Rowe for the excellent welding job they have
done on the hangar rails for moving gliders in
and out of the hangar. No more de-railing of
gliders and the frustration that this brings.

Emergency Response Plan
We now have a formal Emergency Response
Plan with 3 copies on the airfield at the
following key locations:

 In the launch point van (pie cart);
 Next to the white board in the club hangar;
 In the winch.
The ERP is in an easy to locate red folder. All
members are requested to make themselves
familiar with the ERP on their next visit to the
airfield.
The publication of our ERP satisfies a GFA
requirement.
Book your flights with an instructor
Mark Bland discusses the situation of an
upcoming shortage of instructors for the next 2
months in his article below. All trainees are
reminded to book their training requirements
with the rostered instructor prior to the
weekend to assist with planning of instructing
resources.
Don’t just turn up on the day expecting to
receive instruction without prior notification.
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Steve Bradbury welding the hangar rails.
Photo: Andrew Evans
ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR
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CFI Report
Returning from a week’s
holiday in Tasmania last
week it was good to have
several nice flights back at
Mt Beauty and see that the
soaring season is starting
again.
I have spent the last week at Charters Towers
(near Townsville) helping out with instructing
on an Australian Airforce Cadet (AAFC) gliding
course for ten days and then on 16 October I’ll
be away for a month split between Perth and
New Zealand.

You can still fly dual or help the operation and
drive the winch etc. Please support Mike
Pobjoy (L2), Bernie O’Donnell (L2), Andrew
Evans (L1) and Steve Bradbury (L1) to keep
our operation ticking over.
Many of you still need to have an annual check
and part of the process is a brush up on your
flight theory. Unlike a lot of car drivers who
probably wouldn’t pass a current test, flying
requires us to keep abreast of what we’ve
learnt and not just auto dump the theory just
because we’ve gone solo!
Juniors take note…. Here’s a link:
http://www.rjplancaster.net/documents/Principl
esOfGliderFlight-LiftDragPerformance.pdf
for some refresher training. A topic that came
up the other day was the flight envelope. Do
you know what it means and could you
describe it? Maybe you should research it and
be prepared for a quiz question from one of
the instructors!

Mark Bland (second from right) at the Charters
Towers Australian Airforce Cadet (AAFC) gliding
course

Spending some time to clean out the van (pie
cart) on Saturday it was a bit disappointing to
once again find the two parachutes buried
under a ton of chairs, tables, old drogues,
ropes and general rubbish. This is
unacceptable! Please take better care of our
equipment.
The parachutes should be kept in the glider
and if you don’t use it make sure it is at least
put back after your flight. Also please try to
keep the van tidy.
MARK BLAND - CFI

CFI Quote of the month
“For those who can’t see the bright side of life;
polish the dull side!
ANON

Terry’s Maintenance Report
Mark Bland with Sharika Fenton in a Ka7 at
Charters Towers

With Ian Cohn also away overseas for several
months it means our instructor resources will
be stretched, so if you plan to fly please plan
ahead and co-ordinate your intentions with
Andrew Evans or Peter Demeo.
Some days there may not be a L2 Instructor
present so unless you’re a student (able to fly
with a L1), or an Independent Operator you
won’t get to fly solo.
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Terry and Shirley
Knight are touring
Myanmar
(formerly
Burma), looking at
temples and visiting
Aung San Suu Kyi, so
no maintenance news
this month.
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Visitors to Mt Beauty
David Conway, an Instructor from Adelaide
University Gliding Club and Shari Finner from
Dortmund, Germany, visited Mt Beauty on 22
September and flew our ASK21-GVA.

Jon is absolutely fanatical about flying, and
clocks up at least 200 hours a year and more
in a good year.
He was getting frustrated about losing too
much flying time with the Mistral, and after a
particularly bad spring with a 12 day stint of
Mistral, he finally decided that he should learn
to fly gliders. I had been harassing him about it
for years, but hang gliding is called “vol libre”
which means “free flying” for a reason. Nothing
compares with it, however, as I told him,
gliding gives an extra dimension to flying and
although it is different, it is a lot of fun.

David Conway and Shari Finner after enjoying
the Mt Beauty scenery from our ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Atila Kerestes

Mart’s winter in France
For the last 25 years, I've been spending the
summers in the south of France hang gliding. I
love it over there, not only high mountains with
spectacular views, but also lovely people and
a great culture.
There is however one “small” problem. It gets
windy very regularly. The wind even has its
own name – “Mistral”. A howling, very cold
wind from the north that stays in increments of
3 days. You know that it is coming. A low
passes and moves to Genoa. It stays there
while a high moves in, the isobars get
squished and the wind funnels between the
Alps and the Massif Central in the middle of
France, straight through the Rhone valley.
Cold, with blue skies and amazing visibility,
this wind keeps us hangies on the ground.
Sailplanes however come from all over Europe
to this region. Just in a 50 km circle from
where we stay, there are 11 gliding fields,
among them a few very large ones with
St Auban as the French national gliding centre
being the biggest.
Over the years, we got to know a lot of local
pilots, including several Brits that moved here.
Two great friends are Jon Clayton and Boo.
They really live the life. Jon runs a business in
England from France. He gets up every day at
6, works until 13.00 and then goes flying;
either hang gliding or paragliding. In the winter
they move to Ischl in Austria where they do the
same but instead of flying they go skiing.
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Mart Bosman in the front seat of Twin Astir

F-CATA with his mate Jon Clayton at Montagne de
Gache.
Photo: Mart Bosman (selfie)

He learnt in the summer of last year, and Jon
being Jon, made 75 hours in the next few
months. When Heather and I came over this
year in June, he had done another 60 hours.
mostly in the club's LS4.
It is quite a hassle to convert an Aussie licence
to a European one, so I asked him if he was
allowed to fly with passengers. He wasn't yet,
but asked the club and after a few test flights
he could fly the club's Twin Astir F-CATA. So
all was arranged for us to fly together. All we
had to do was wait for some bad weather. It
took a week of cruising the skies with our hang
gliders before the weather deteriorated enough
for us to consider to go gliding.
In the club of Sisteron-Theze it is compulsory
to be at the morning briefing to be allowed to
fly. The briefings discuss the weather very
extensively and talk a lot about safety. Every
year several gliders crash in this region and
unfortunately this year was no exception. All
gliders must have a list of all out-landing
places, fluorescent stripes on the fuselage and
the wings and a flarm. The area is beautiful,
unforgiving and crowded.
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At about 13.30 we got an aero tow. I was
sitting in the front with my hand very close to
o
the stick in a strong wind that was at least 45
from the west.
The tow was interesting and bumpy, but we
took off and were towed to a large ridge to the
south of the field called Montagne de Gache.
Gache is a rocky ridge about 5km long and we
arrived about 100m below the top.
Jon was flying and he was very close to the
rocks, much closer then I felt happy with and I
said that. He replied that the French instructors
make him usually fly even closer to the ridge
and shout at him when he doesn't.
The strong wind was straight on the ridge so to
my relief we quickly got over the top and kept
climbing to about 1900m under some
windblown clouds.
The airport is at about 800m. The mountains
that circle the roundish valley with a diameter
of about 15km are not very high, about 1500m
on average.

Once we reached cloud base I thought it would
be a good idea to fly north towards our hang
gliding start mountain, Montagne de Chabre.
I stayed under the clouds which were getting
darker and darker. I started to speed up and
ended up going max rough air, barely staying
out of the clouds when suddenly rain started
hammering on the canopy.
Chabre is at 1350m and we cleared it with
200m going about 180 km/hr. Unfortunately, all
up to the north clouds had moved in and rain
was everywhere, although we were still in
rising air.
We decided to go back this time, now in a
straight line through some rotor and arrived
back at Ubac at about 200m above ground,
but with a good wind on it and plenty of lift.
The rain decided to stay on the north and west
side of the valley so we ventured back over the
field towards the east hills. Clouds here were
now at about 2400m and I was trying to climb
in front of them.
Other gliders were luckier than us and got up
quicker, but after about half an hour we started
to slowly climb at a better rate in front of these
white mountains.
Jon took over again and slowly we got over the
clouds when all of the sudden we hit very, very
smooth 2m/s lift. The lift band wasn't very long
here, maybe a couple of kilometres, but it was
great. Because the cloud wasn't very
thick, some mountain tops were sticking
through it.

The 15km Round Valley and the Buech River in the
south of France.
Photo: Mart Bosman

With a low base like we had, it is not advisable
to venture into the high mountains that are
straight behind us and climb up to about
3000m and definitely not into the really high
mountains that start about 50km north of us
and reach as high as 4100m.
The weather forecast mentioned strong northwesterly winds, low cloud base and showers.
As usual, there were not many clouds in our
big valley, but plenty around it so we decided
to go west to the fairly low ridge next to the
town of Sisteron with its amazing citadel.
The ridge is fairly low, but the area is very
thermic and usually is the first to develop
thunderstorms. Jon let me fly the glider now
and I found a climb easily, but in this area the
base was only 1700m.
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We were flying with 2 other gliders at this time
and slowly climbed to just over 4000m. In this
area we are allowed to fly up to FL 180 due to
the Nice-Paris corridor, so we still had a bit to
go, but Jon had things to do and we'd been
flying for a bit over 4 hours. The view was
stunning but I had to pull the blue handle and
about 15 minutes later we were on the deck.
After 25 years flying here I finally got to
experience wave here in the most famous
wave place in Europe together with one of my
best mates. A great day out.
MART (I never see winter) BOSMAN

Reuben’s 200th flight
On Sunday 15th September I asked CFI Mark
Bland if we could go for a fly together to do a
loop on my 200th flight. I had never done a
loop before and thought what better way to
celebrate my 200th flight. So we got
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ASK21 mi-GVS out and ready and waited for
the thermals to kick in.
As we jumped into the cockpit Mark suggested
we do a cross country flight as well. I had
never left the valley before so the thought of
leaving glide range of the field was a bit scary.
We motored up to about 2,500ft and shut the
motor down. It took a few minutes to get up
and away, but once we reached the stronger
thermals up high we took of towards
Mt Buffalo. As we passed Buffalo we felt that
Mt Buller was in reach so we charged on to
Buller.
We arrived a bit lower than we had hoped so
we snapped a few shots of the little remaining
snow and headed for home.

Reuben Lane (front seat) with Mark Bland on their
way to Mt Buller in ASK21mi-GVS to celebrate
th
Reuben’s 200 flight on 15 September.
Photo: Reuben Lane (selfie)

As I lined it up with RWY 14 I couldn’t stop
smiling. This was a flight I would not soon
forget. All thanks to Mark.
REUBEN LANE

Mt Buller ski resort from ASK21mi-GVS with
Reuben Lane and Mark Bland on 15 September.
Photo: Mark Bland

I began to worry a little when we kept getting
lower and lower with not many places to land.
But with Mark sitting in the back seat I knew he
would get us out of there.

Mark ends up in a ditch
Mark Bland took a wrong turn moving the pie
cart van out of the hangar and ended up in the
sewage plant effluent drain. Suzanne made
him have a shower before he was allowed
home again.

At 3,400ft we finally came across a weak
thermal and worked it back to 6,000ft.
We decided we needed to get home quick so
we put the nose down to 80 knots heading to
Mt Beauty. It took 2 more thermals to get us
over the gap then we were home free.
But the flight wasn’t over yet. Mark did the
aerobatic checks and asked if I was ready. I
replied with a smile on my face "ready when
you are"!
Next thing I know I was upside down half way
through a loop then a second. Mark pulled out
of the second loop into 2 wing overs to top it
off.

Alpine Flyer

The pie cart van in the sewage plant drain.
Photo: Mark Bland
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Brooke converts to the Astir

about 140 kph. Even at our brief 180 kph we
were being passed by other cars. There were
also a huge number of trucks usually in the
right hand lane travelling at around 100 kph.
On Friday morning we were greeted by thick
cloud down to the ground and went up to the
Wasserkuppe at around 10:00.
The museum has an extensive collection of
gliders ranging from a replica of Otto
Lilienthal’s 1890s biplane glider to some fairly
modern research gliders of the modern era.

A replica of Otto Lilienthals biplane glider.
Photo: Ian Cohn
Reuben Lane congratulates Brooke Anderson after
her first flight in Astir-IKS.
Photo: Andrew Evans

There is also a very extensive collection of
model gliders and model powered aircraft.

Ian Cohn’s visit to the Wasserkuppe

There were many historic glider examples and
it is not possible to describe them all so I will
describe only one other - the Phoenix.

From Wikipedia - “The “Wasserkuppe” is a
high plateau (elevation 950m), the highest
peak in the Rhön Mountains within the
German state of Hessen. Between the first
and second World Wars, during the era of the
so-called Golden Age of Aviation, great
advances in sailplane development were made
there”.
So, on our trip to Europe this year I determined
to visit this significant shrine to gliding. The
Wasserkuppe houses the German Gliding
Museum which houses examples and replicas
of many famous glider types.
Closer to home, it’s where Mark Bland’s
parents got together when Mark’s Dad was
stationed there after the Second World war. It
also has active flying and gliding schools/clubs
covering model gliders, para gliders, hang
gliders and real gliders.
After a very interesting 5 hour drive from our
European base at Amsterdam, Nick, Susie and
I arrived at the Sonnenhof Hotel between
Poppenhausen and the Wasserkuppe on
Thursday evening at around 9:45 pm.
Travelling
on
the
German
freeways
(Autobahns) at speeds up to 180 kph was a
novel experience although we only averaged
Alpine Flyer

The Phoenix was the first glider to use
fibreglass in its structural construction. The
development of modern aerofoil sections for
gliders required very accurate reproduction
with smooth surfaces, using tolerances that
were extremely difficult to achieve using
conventional wood or metal construction, but
could be achieved by using composite
materials laid up in a mould. So the Phoenix
was the forerunner of all composite aircraft
covering gliders through to modern airliners
such as the Boeing 787 and the Airbus A380.
After visiting the museum we went on a tour of
the Alexander Schleicher factory and this will
be covered in the next issue.
On Saturday we went back to the
Wasserkuppe to have a look at the current
gliding operations which were possible
because the cloud had lifted to about 1,000 ft
above the Wasserkuppe.
We visited the Glider pilots monument. This a
memorial to all the glider pilots who have died
advancing gliding and is located on the slopes
of the Wasserkuppe about a kilometre away
from the runway on the other side of the hill.
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Otto Lillienthal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otto_Lilienthal
FS-24 Phoenix
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%B6lkow_Ph
%C3%B6nix
Wings of the Wasserkuppe
http://www.webcitation.org/query?url=http://ww
w.geocities.com/achilles36606/wings.html&dat
e=2009-10-25+11:59:32
IAN COHN

The Wasserkuppe gliding monument.
Photo: Ian Cohn

There are apparently five gliding clubs
operating from the Wasserkuppe, the most
active of which seems to be the GFS
Wasserkuppe currently placed at 47 on the
worldwide OLC. There were huge numbers of
visitors but gliding operations did not seem to
start until well into the afternoon.
The hangars are separated from the airstrip by
a road so that when tugs and gliders travel to
the runway the road must be closed. Nearby
there are cafes and hotels to cater for the
onlookers.

NASA Astronaut to visit Mt Beauty
Former NASA astronaut, Al Sacco is to visit
Mt Beauty as a guest of the Mt Beauty Probus
Club. David and Elene Wood from Probus
have known Al Sacco for almost 20 years as a
chemical engineering colleague and friend.
Al is a Professor of Chemical Engineering,
formerly of Boston and is currently Dean of
Engineering at Texas Technical University in
the USA.
He will be in Australia to talk to the annual
congress for chemical engineers in Brisbane
and whilst in Australia he is taking the
opportunity to visit Elene and David.

Altough there were quite a few powered
aircraft and gliders lined up at the start of the
runway the launch rate was very slow.
The gliders were launched by aerotow using
what appeared to be an HK36 Super Dimona
motorglider. The 700 m long 06/24 runway
slopes down to the east so all the launches
were downhill and all the landings uphill.
There was also a primary glider being bungee
launched down a gentle slope abeam the start
of the runway.
Altogether a fascinating experience of gliding
history and how another operation is
conducted.
Some interesting links:
Wasserkuppe in Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wasserkuppe

Al Sacco

http://mediacenter.dw.de/english/video/item/93
7213/The_Wasserkuppe_German_Glider_Mus
eum/

Al flew into space in October 1995 and spent
16 days in orbit. He has given many illustrated
talks to school students and preschool kids
about life as an astronaut and with this he
encourages students to think about science
and engineering as a career.

and
http://www.aviationmuseum.eu/World/Europe/
Germany/GersfeldRhon/Segelflugmuseumum.htm

Whilst in Mt Beauty Al has agreed to talk to our
local primary school and kinder students about
his adventures on 3 October at 11.00am at the
Library. He has also agreed to give an

The German Gliding Museum

Alpine Flyer
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illustrated public talk on 4 October in the
Mt Beauty Club at 2.30pm followed by a talk to
secondary students at 4.30pm.
These will be free talks sponsored by the
Probus Club and Probus encourages as many
people from the local community as possible to
attend.

Rain did not stop play on 22
September
Heavy rain on Sunday morning 22 September
did not deter the diehards at MBGC as it
cleared by 11.30am producing a day like
paradise at Mt Beauty.

Al will talk about training to be an astronaut,
the launch, life in space and of course the
landing at the Kennedy space centre.
His photographs are a delight and his manner
and enthusiasm are an inspiration to all.
If you are interested in attending any of the
free talks please advise David Wood at
dgwood@unimelb.edu.au or on 0419 514 399.
Primary and Kinder kids: Thursday 3
October at 11.00am at Mt Beauty Library.
Public talk: Friday 4 October at 2.30pm at
the Mt Beauty Club
Secondary students: Friday 4 October at
4.30pm at the Senior Citizens Centre
DAVID WOOD, PRESIDENT PROBUS CLUB OF
MT BEAUTY INC.

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Andrew Evans’ and Ian Cohn’s ASW19-EAT waiting
for a launch after rain on 22 September.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Instructor Roster
Don’t forget to contact the Duty Instructor to
book your training or check flight requirements
prior to the weekend to assist with planning of
instructing resources. Don’t just turn up on the
day expecting to receive instruction without
prior notification.

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
19 October 2013

Alpine Flyer
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Interesting internet links

Winch Driver Tally

For all the males with weak bladders:
www.uribag.com

Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1 January 2013 are shown below. If you are
not currently qualified to operate the winch,
why not consider obtaining training and help
share the workload?

Morning Glory link:
http://grant.davies.id.au/?p=260

Mark Bland

170

Bernie O’Donnell

86

Reuben Lane

83

Andrew Evans

62

Ben Talbot

46

Ian Cohn

45

Kenton Ford

43

Laura Sullivan

39

Ron Boxhall

34

Phil O’Bryan

32

Steve Bradbury

32

Mike Pobjoy

31

Scott Anderson

27

Peter Demeo

27

Richard Todd

21

Graham Levitt

19

Duncan Robertson

19

Terry Knight

15

Mart Bosman

15

Gary Mason

11

Andy Smith

9

Detlev Rueff

8

Craig Collings

7

Rod Harris

3

Ollie Barthelmes

3

Alan Reynolds

2

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

Upcoming Events
Fri 4 Oct at 2.30pm - Public talk by NASA
astronaut Al Sacco at the Mt Beauty Club.
Tue 08 Oct - New OLC year commences.
Mon 14 to Sun 17 Oct - VSA 7 day basic
airworthiness training course at Bacchus
Marsh.
Tue 05 Nov - Melbourne Cup day public
holiday.
Mar 2014 - Alpine Soaring Course Mt Beauty.
Alpine Flyer
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And Now a Word from Our
Sponsors
MT BEAUTY

Mt Beauty Foodworks has donated over $311
to our club since the start of our financial year
on 1 January 2013. Don’t forget to nominate
MBGC as the recipient of their donation when
you purchase items from their store.

Alpine Flyer

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

Send your editorial or photographic contributions to the
“Alpine Flyer” Editor - Andrew Evans at
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au or Telephone 0418 377 146
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