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MBGC President’s Report
Sadly my 93 year old Dad
passed away on 8 August. I
spent his last 8 days with him
in palliative care with my
sisters as he slowly faded
away. He was a very
generous, kind and caring
man and a great Dad.
He lived a very full and active life in spite of
surviving serious burns injuries in a Halifax
bomber crash in England during World War 2
while stationed at Leconfield Yorkshire with
RAAF squadron 466.
He loved talking about flying and my gliding
activities and had great delight in telling the
other “inmates” as he called them in his aged
care facility in Melbourne about his last glider
flight with me on his last visit to Mt Beauty in
2011. He will be greatly missed by my family.

Retirement of our “Weekly Update” Editor
Ian Cohn produced his last edition of the
MBGC “Weekly Update” last week as he is
retiring from this position after producing a
massive 146 editions.
Thank you to Ian for this magnificent effort
which has kept us informed of our duty rosters,
our flight diary, our OLC scoring status and
also provided many newsworthy items and
interesting internet links.
Ian said his retirement from the Editor role has
been prompted by Susie’s and his forthcoming
extended visit to Amsterdam and Santiago to
visit their children and grandchildren and his
belief that he has been becoming increasingly
grumpy and needed a holiday.
We are now looking for a non grumpy
volunteer with journalistic skills to take over
this important role.
Gliding in gumboots
Constant rain over a few weeks in August
resulted in the Mt Beauty airstrip becoming
very wet. This created problems for towing the
cable back from the winch and necessitated
launching from the sealed portion of the strip.

Andrew Evans and his Dad John with Andrew and
Ian Cohn’s ASW19-EAT in November 2011.
Photo: Ian Cohn
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For the die-hard winter gliding enthusiasts
though, they have not allowed the
inconvenience of the rain and mud to
overshadow some great winter soaring
conditions. Regular strong north-west winds
have provided extended ridge lift flights to the
south of Mt Beauty off high winch launches.
The mud also necessitated extra cleaning of
gliders as can be seen below.
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http://www.glidingaustralia.org/Operations/bgk/
09.pdf
FRONTS
Air is not a good mixer. Air masses of two
different temperatures can exist alongside
each other for a long time without any sign of
mixing, although eventually they will show
signs of starting to mix.
When air flows from high pressure to low
pressure, the chances are that a temperature
difference will occur due to the introduction of
"new" air to "old" air. The two masses of air will
not mix and a demarcation line is formed
between the two. This line is known as a
FRONT.

Bernie Hochwimmer and Peter Demeo wash mud
from the belly of ASK21-GVA between flights on a
wet day on 18 August.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Pilatus 40 yearly Form 2
Thanks to Mike Pobjoy for completing the 40
yearly Form 2 on Pilatus B4-GCD. Although
this is a syndicate glider it has been placed on
the line by the syndicate for all suitably
qualified pilots to fly and provides a valuable
first conversion single seater for the club.

A front starts as a fairly straight line of
demarcation between two different air masses.
Very soon, though, our old friend coriolis gets
to work and combines with the friction which
inevitably exists between the two masses. The
combination of these two forces twists the
fronts into a characteristic pattern which is
familiar to everyone who has seen a weather
map. The main types of fronts are Warm Front
and Cold Front.
Warm front
A warm front describes the process where
warm air overtakes cold air. Warm air is less
dense and therefore climbs up over the cold
air when it meets it. The rate at which the
warm air rises up the face of the cold air is
very slow and for this reason the conditions
found in the vicinity of a warm front are
generally benign.

ANDREW EVANS
PRESIDENT & ALPINE FLYER EDITOR

CFI Report
Some wet and wild weather
the last month hasn’t
deterred the usual bunch of
Mt Beauty stalwarts and in
fact there have been some
extended and interesting
flights.
Admittedly these have been mostly with the
aid of ASKmi GVS’s iron thermal to assist in
getting to the lift band! It has truly
demonstrated what an asset it is to our club.
On the subject of weather I thought it
appropriate to give you some info on frontal
systems that you may have noticed we’ve had
a lot of recently.
Refer:
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Warm Front

They may be overcast and rainy, but they will
not be violent. Warm fronts tend to take a long
time to pass and they leave warm, moist air in
their wake.
Refer Basic Gliding Knowledge, Issue 6,
August 2013, Page 125
Cold front
This results from cold air overtaking warm air.
The denser cold air undercuts the warm air,
forcing it upwards very rapidly. The conditions
in a cold front are generally blustery with quite
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heavy rain and often thunderstorms. Cold
fronts tend to pass fairly quickly and they leave
cold and showery conditions in their wake,
which usually clear very quickly to good
unstable soaring conditions.

a faster car, or a bigger house. But if you treat
it with respect and keep your eyes open, it
may remind you of some things you used to
know - that life is in the moment, joy matters
more than money, the world is a beautiful
place, and that dreams really, truly are
possible." And then, because airplanes speak
in a language beyond words, I'll take him up in
the evening summer sky and let the airplane
show him what I mean.

Lane Wallace, “Eyes of a Child”
Terry’s Maintenance Report
I have fielded a
couple of questions
about the new 80
channel UHF radio
frequency allocation
so
this
note
is
provided in the “Flyer”
to help answer them.

Cold Front

Warm fronts are rare in mainland Australia.
Maybe one or two will get to the southern
coast of the mainland, although more than this
may be experienced in Tasmania. The reason
for this is that the fronts develop way to the
south-west of Australia and the warm front
(which is usually ahead of the cold front) has
cleared to the south before the pressure
pattern has moved close enough to influence
our weather.
HAZARDOUS WEATHER
There are several kinds of hazardous weather
which can affect gliding operations:
Strong winds
Although these are not usually hazardous to
an airborne glider, they may be to a glider on
the ground. Even an airborne glider is not
completely immune to the effects of strong
winds, as wind shear and wind gradient near
the ground are known problem areas for glider
pilots.
A glider on the ground is very vulnerable to the
effects of strong winds. A typical training twoseater stalls at about 34 knots fully laden. At
35 knots it is flying quite well. Take away the
weight of the two occupants (which constitute
about 40% of the total weight of the glider) and
its stall speed will be reduced to somewhere in
the low 20’s. With 25 knots of wind blowing
over its wings, it will fly. An unattended glider
in a strong wind is a firm candidate for being
blown over unless it is properly secured.
Refer Basic Gliding Knowledge, Chapter 5.
MARK BLAND - CFI

CFI Quote of the month
“I'll run my hand gently over the wing of a
small airplane and say to him, "This plane can
teach you more things and give you more gifts
than I ever could. It won't get you a better job,
Alpine Flyer

Background
The old 40 channel system we operate in
takes a slab of UHF radio spectrum space and
divides it into 40 channels spaced 25 kHz
apart. Even poor quality radios rarely interfere
with each other - adjacent channels are simply
too far apart.
The new 80 channel system that now operates
in tandem with the old 40 channel system
squeezes 40 new channels into the original
spectrum space, by reducing the channel
spacing from 25 to 12.5 kHz.
This new 80 channel system was flagged in
2008, ratified 2009 and introduced early 2011.
Since then it should not have been possible to
buy 40 channel units, but business is
business.
There are 75 voice channels in the new
system.
Channels 22 and 23 are reserved for telemetry
and telecommand, channel 61, 62 and 63 are
reserved for future use. Repeater channels in
the old system are retained without change.
The old channels retain their original
numbering, 1 to 40, in the new system. 'Our'
existing Ch 14 is still Ch 14 in the new system.
The extra channels are interlaced, with Ch 41
for example being half way between Ch 1 and
Ch 2 in terms of frequency and so on.
Function
Old and new radios will talk to each other in
exactly the same manner as old radios
currently talk to old radios.
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One possible difference is that the new radios
could interfere with old radios using adjacent
channels, if those old radios are of poor quality
and are off frequency and/or out of spec. in
their bandwidth filters.

 New “Weekly Update” Editor.
 Parental permission to carry

junior

passengers.
 Sponsored marquee update.
 Simon Costa car donation.

Summary
In summary there is no need to change unless
you want 40 extra channels, and your existing
40 channel sets will work just fine when
communicating with new 80 channel sets. If
your existing set is tired, then consider an
upgrade.
Conversion
Some later (since 2010) car mounted radios,
especially GME, are upgradeable to 80
channels free of charge by dealers and in
some cases by owners. Stickers were
attached indicating upgradeability when they
were sold.
Similarly, all Uniden radios with serial numbers
ending in NB (Narrow Band) can be unlocked
from 40 channel to 80 channel. The very
simple procedure is at:
http://www.uniden.com.au/australia/cs_77_cha
nnel_acma.asp
I advise anyone buying a new radio to
purchase an 80 channel unit, and to
concentrate on 1 watt of output power as it is a
good compromise between battery life and
long range. I suggest 0.5 watts is a minimum
requirement. As an aside, our winch radio is
easily heard by aircraft beyond Albury.
I hope this helps our members.

Committee meeting on 8 August. Left to right - Ian
Cohn, Richard Todd, Kitty Vigo, Terry Knight,
Bernie O’Donnell, Peter Demeo, Mark Bland, Steve
Bradbury. Chairman Andrew Evans missing as he
was behind the camera.
Photo: Andrew Evans









Brian Webb van donation.
New winch discussion.
Annual vintage rally at MBTY in Jan 2014?
Safety Policy Statement.
Appointment of Club Development Officer.
Regional Aviation Fund.
Emergency Response Risk Assessment and
Emergency Response Plan Update.
 Constitution update.

Winter wave flying

TERRY KNIGHT
TO OPS / AIRWORTHINESS / RADIO

News from Your Committee
Your Committee met on 18 August and the
business discussed included the following
items:

 Instruments and radio sponsorship for new
ASK21-GVA.

 Requirement








for
Radiotelephone
Operator’s Authorisation.
ASF tax deductibility junior scholarship
scheme.
Junior Support scheme.
Junior pilots’ liaison.
Revision of definition of junior member.
Purchase of another club glider.
Gliding Club of Vic cross hire offer of LS4
and LS7 for winter.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club purchase of
IS28-WVU for a gliding simulator.
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Ian Cohn at about 7500’ in ASK21mi-GVS in wave
on 16 August.
Photo: Ian Cohn

Pilatus 40 year Form 2 by Mike
Pobjoy
The 40 year Form 2 Survey on the Pilatus
B4 VH-GCD has been completed. There will
be one or two small paint touch-ups when the
weather is warmer. Several bushes were
replaced, including the worn one in the fin
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which was professionally repaired. Not cheap
but we can always put the flying costs up to
$xx a second!!

Happy Air Experience Flight passenger Vanessa
with Bernie O’Donnell in ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Mike Pobjoy burning the midnight oil as he performs
the Pilatus B4-GCD Form 2 in his carport at
Wodonga.
Photo: Andrew Evans

The Pilatus is now 40 years old and is all
metal. This reminds me how insidious metal
fatigue is so it is appropriate for me to remind
pilots that we have a strict policy of no
aerobatics for this glider.
MIKE POBJOY

New winch project update

Our new winch has been transported to the old Mt
Beauty hangar. Scott Anderson and Shirley Knight
were ably assisted by Terry Knight.
Photo: Mark Bland
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Steve Bradbury drops in to Mt Beauty from
Porepunkah in his DG400-GMD.
Photo: Mark Bland

Reuben Lane well rugged up and happy in the back
seat of ASK21mi-GVS on a cold day 18 August
above 6000’
Photo: Mark Bland (over the shoulder shot)
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and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Reuben Lane takes Echo Soldierwolf for a flight in
ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Mark Bland

Repair of the northern windsock

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
21 September 2013

Who needs an umbrella when you
have an ASK21 wing to shelter from
the rain?

Reuben Lane (top) and Mark Bland re-fit the
northern windsock.
Photo: Echo Soldierwolf

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.

Bernie Hochwimmer, Peter Demeo, Reuben Lane
(he won’t get lost in that coat!) and Bernie
O’Donnell shelter from the rain under the wing of
ASK21-GVA on 18 August.
Photo: Andrew Evans

It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast

Alpine Flyer
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Andy Smith

9

Detlev Rueff

8

Craig Collings

5

Rod Harris

3

Ollie Barthelmes

3

Alan Reynolds

2

Bernie Hochwimmer

1

Upcoming Events
21 to 29 Sep - NSWGA Wave Camp at
Bunyan (See www.canberragliding.org).
Tue 08 Oct - New OLC year commences.
Mon 14 to Sun 17 Oct - VSA 7 day basic
airworthiness training course at Bacchus
Marsh.
James Rowe landing ASK21-GVA on Runway 32.
Photo: Reuben Lane

Tue 05 Nov - Melbourne Cup day public
holiday.
Mar 2014 - Alpine Soaring Course Mt Beauty.

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1 January 2013 are shown below. If you are
not currently qualified to operate the winch,
why not consider obtaining training and help
share the workload?
Mark Bland

170

Bernie O’Donnell

78

Reuben Lane

76

Andrew Evans

55

Ben Talbot

46

Ian Cohn

45

Kenton Ford

38

Ron Boxhall

34

Phil O’Bryan

32

Laura Sullivan

28

Scott Anderson

27

Peter Demeo

26

Steve Bradbury

24

Mike Pobjoy

22

Richard Todd

21

Graham Levitt

19

Duncan Robertson

19

Terry Knight

15

Mart Bosman

14

Gary Mason

11
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Flying funnies
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And Now a Word from Our
Sponsors

MT BEAUTY

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank

Send your editorial or photographic contributions to the
“Alpine Flyer” Editor - Andrew Evans at
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au or Telephone 0418 377 146
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