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Our new bird has left the nest
The exciting news this month is that our new ASK21-GVA has taken to the sky at Mt Beauty. Here is
a photo spread to celebrate this historical event of our first brand new glider purchase for the club.

Mark Bland and Andrew Evans, resplendent in the new
club uniform, on delivery of GVA to Mark’s hangar at Mt
Beauty after they picked it up from the shipping terminal in
Melbourne
Mark Bland, Laura Sullivan, Mart Bosman and Bernie
O’Donnell admiring GVA

GVA takes to the sky
The rigging crew celebrating with a few Crownies - Duncan
Robertson and Mark Bland in GVA, Mart Bosman, Terry
Knight and Craig Collings.
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MBGC President’s Report
There has been so much
happening this month I will
confine
my column
to
attempting to thank all the
hard workers who we rely on
so heavily to making our club
run smoothly.
It is very easy to assume that things just
happen, but without these willing volunteers,
our club would struggle to exist. My apologies
if I have missed any names.
Thank you to Mike Pobjoy for carrying out the
Form 2 for the Pilatus GCD. Although this is a
privately owned glider, the syndicate owners
allow it to fulfil an important role in providing a
single seater glider for all club members to
use.
Thank you to the helpers who assisted with
picking up our new 2 seater ASK21-GVA from
the shipping terminal in Melbourne (Mark
Bland assisted by me; can you thank
yourself?) and all those who assisted with
preparing GVA for its first flight; Mark Bland,
Terry Knight, Craig Collings, Duncan
Robertson and Mart Bosman.
Thank you to Shirley Knight and her very
capable catering crew who catered for the
Bogong Moth Microlight Fly-In last weekend.
Shirley’s helpers were Susie Cohn, Kitty Vigo,
Mart Bosman, Ken Darling, Jeremy Reichl,
Marg and Les Jordan, Terry Knight and Jill
Sullivan.
Thank you to Terry Knight for his continuing
expertise in being able to fix anything, this time
the Tumbarumba winch (see his story below).

and means of doing this without too much fuss
or embarrassment, so don’t let it put you off.
Drink plenty! Also having recently had a small
melanoma removed from my chin, we all need
to be sun conscious and Slip Slop Slap!
Our new ASK21-GVA is getting plenty of use
and starting to earn its keep. Those who have
flown it will notice that we’re trialling some
small wing tip wheels to improve ground
handling and hopefully give better protection
for the tips. These roller wheels have been
secured through the existing tie-down holes so
we need to monitor their performance. Also try
to avoid landing on the gravel or bitumen
unless you have to, to minimise stone chips
and gravel rash. It’s great to fly a brand new
glider that smells like a new car, so let’s take
great care of it and make sure we keep it clean
and polished, including the canopy.
Cleaning canopies
A clean canopy is essential for allowing the
best possible lookout during flight. Canopies
are a very expensive part of the glider, so
particular care must be taken when cleaning
them as they can easily be damaged. Use only
a clean soft cloth or chamois and running
water to remove dust and dirt. Wipe clean and
use a suitable cleaner like Pledge to do a final
clean of both the inside and outside. Check
that you have no rings or other jewellery on
your hands or wrists that may scratch the
canopy inadvertently while cleaning it. If a
canopy cover is available, ensure the surface
is clean before sliding a cover over the canopy
to avoid scratching it.
Mark Bland - CFI
CFI Quote of the month

Safe flying.

Aeronautics was neither an industry nor a
science. It was a miracle.

Andrew Evans - President / Alpine Flyer Editor

Igor Sikorsky

CFI Report

TO Ops/Airworthiness/Radio Report
I’m on holidays in Tamworth
this week, so not a lot to
report except that it’s been
very hot and forecast to get
hotter which should remind
us all about the importance of
proper hydration.

Doing this properly also means you may need
to discharge excess fluid so if you’re planning
a X/C or longer flight you also need to make
provision for doing this! There are many ways
Alpine Flyer

Bernie and Scott’s winch
The
Tumbarumba
winch's
intermittent
electrical problems have been identified and
fixed, as have some other issues. It is now
running very well indeed.
Starting and running the Tumbarumba winch:
As always from a cold start ensure the
machine is started using choke on, then gently
reduce the choke to the off position and allow
the resulting fast idle to continue without
touching the throttle, until the engine has
warmed up.
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Only then should the throttle be advanced, and
the fast idle setting will then automatically
disengage.
Never race or accelerate a cold engine.
Never exceed 3000 RPM. Except in an
emergency, always allow the engine a minute
or two at the idle to cool off after a launch,
before switching off.
The Club winch
This has no choke. Summer Cold start: Give
one full stroke of the throttle to prime, return to
a little more than idle setting, and operate the
starter. Gently maintain a fast idle using the
throttle, until warm. This will take at least three
minutes. Then as for the Tumbarumba winch.
The Club winch operation has an important
difference:
When the launched glider approaches the
point where cable release is required,
smoothly and smartly reduce the throttle to
about one quarter (not full back to the idle) and
then immediately after release is seen,
promptly and smoothly reapply power
sufficient to control the cable wind in.
This is to reduce the possibility of an engine
stall, which could happen if the throttle is
suddenly pulled hard back to the idle after a
full power launch. The engine can be restarted
instantly, but considerable expertise is then
needed to control the cable, and consideration
should be given to simply applying the drum
brake if a tangle looks likely.
ASK21-GVA Avionics
There is a set of three switches in the rear
instrument panel, at lower left. Decals are
being organised.

actions. I will get a radio operation manual up
on email shortly for those who are interested.
3. Immediately above the PTT is a small toggle
switch. It turns the vario audio on and off and
will be labelled Vario Audio: ON (switch up)
and OFF (switch down). The UP/DOWN
position convention is identical to the main
Avionics power switch convention - On is UP.
This switch allows the instructor to turn the
vario sound completely OFF or ON if it will
help instructing, without altering the volume
setting or distracting the student. The Vario
audio volume is located on the instrument in
the Front Panel as is normal.
IMPORTANT: Ensure that your pre-flight
check for GVA includes setting this switch to
ON (UP) before entering the front cockpit.
Unless your name is Houdini, it can't be done
in solo flight from the front seat!
Note that the radio and vario instruments use
separate loudspeakers and the Vario Audio
ON/OFF switch does not affect the VHF radio
audio.
Terry Knight
TO Ops/Airworthiness/Radio

Radiotelephone Operator’s
Authorisation briefing and test
CASA regulation CAO95.4, under which
gliding operates, was amended in April 2011
and it is now a requirement that in order to use
a VHF radio, a person must have
authorisation, which in the case of glider pilots
means a GFA Radiotelephone Operator’s
Authorisation, in the form of a log-book
endorsement by means of a sticker.

1. The shiny round switch is a VHF transceiver
push to talk (PTT), identical to the one
normally found on top of the control column.
The PTT switch positioned in the panel allows
the Instructor to operate the PTT without
inadvertently moving the student's control
column. Activating the front column PTT or the
rear panel PTT will activate the pilot and copilot microphones simultaneously.
2. Immediately to the left of the PTT is a tiny
black momentary push switch. This allows the
pilot in the rear seat to operate the VHF radio's
memory functions without asking a front seat
passenger to do it. In particular, momentary
short pushes will alternate the Operational and
Standby frequencies. It also does many other
things, so leave it alone unless certain of your
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If you do not have the endorsement:
1. You cannot fly from any registered
aerodrome or within the CTAF of registered
aerodromes where usage of radio is
mandatory.
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2. You cannot legally use the radio if you fly
from a non-registered aerodrome (eg. Mt
Beauty).
3. You cannot progress from dual training to
solo.
The MBGC Instructors Panel is aware that
there is still a group of pilots who do not have
the Radiotelephone Operators Authorisation
Endorsement.
To enable pilots to obtain the endorsement, an
information session and test was provided by
Instructor Andrew Evans on Sunday
21 October 2012 at the Mt Beauty airfield
terminal building. Nine members attended this
session and eight attempted and passed the
test.
If you do not possess this authorisation,
contact Andrew Evans to undertake either an
oral or written test which covers material from
the Airways and Radio Procedures for Glider
Pilots which is available at:
http://2009.gfa.org..au/Docs/ops/airradio.pdf).
The Procedures must be studied before
undertaking the test which takes about 15 to
20 minutes and can be undertaken on the field
when I am there (usually on Fridays and
Sundays).
In addition to the GFA material, you might find
it helpful to go through the Visual Flight Rules
Guide - Section 3 Operation.
Andrew Evans - Level 1 Instructor

Moths over Bogong microlight fly-in
The Moth fly-in convenor, Mark Ghirardello,
asked Suzanne Bland and Shirley Knight if
they would take over the catering from the
Arboretum Committee of which he is also a
member. The Arboretum Committee was not
able to attend to the weekend but provided
Shirley with the necessary background info.
Shirley then went overseas, with Suzanne
Bland doing all the preparatory organising,
then Shirley took over when Suzanne went on
holidays to Tamworth with Mark. Without Mark
Ghirardello, we would not have had the
opportunity to make over $500 for our club. He
really has the interests of the Mt Beauty
aviators at heart. Similarly, the Mt Beauty
Modellers through Les Jordan provided a
backup BBQ and gas for our use, as well as
keeping the area in front of the Terminal
immaculate.
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We were given strict instructions not to change
anything. It appears, from comments made by
visitors, that unwittingly we did make it better.
One of the reasons for this was borrowing two
gazebos from the RSL (courtesy Les Jordan of
the Mt Beauty Model Aeroplanes Club) which
resulted in a most congenial dining venue.
The apron of the terminal was brightly
decorated with balloons and Susie's colourful
banner, not to mention the weather being most
kind to us. The prices were as instructed and
most acceptable.

Some of the Moth microlight catering crew - Kitty
Vigo, Shirley Knight, Margaret Darling, Susie Cohn
and Marg Jordan
Photo: Ian Cohn

The Saturday morning contingent consisted of
Shirley Knight, Chief Co-coordinator, provider
of supplies and server of food. Susie Cohn and
Kitty Vigo also served food. Mart Bosman set
up the drinks in the morning and the
responsibility of drinks, hot and cold, was
taken over later by Ken Darling. Margaret
Darling had an easy weekend sitting taking the
money due to a broken wrist. Jenny Reichl
could not help us due to work, but lent us her
husband Jeremy, who not only brought his
own fabulous barbeque but executed the job
as head cook in a very professional manner.
Marg Jordan was Jeremy's apprentice. After a
short break the lunch time rush was handled
by Jeremy Reichl, Shirley Knight, Kitty Vigo,
Susie Cohn and Ken and Margaret Darling.
Sunday saw a change in helpers with Terry
Knight and Kitty Vigo cooking, Shirley Knight,
Jill Sullivan and Susie Cohn serve, Ken
Darling looking after drinks and Margaret
Darling collecting the money. The cleaning
and pack up was left to Shirley, Terry, Kitty
and Ken with Margaret looking on. The
final workers were treated to cool refreshments
and a wind down chat at Kitty's home. The
weekend saw a profit of almost $500 which
could be a lot more with some minor
adjustments. Should the other ladies not want
this catering job back we would be most happy
to take it on. Even although we were all
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somewhat exhausted it was a most enjoyable
weekend interacting with likeminded people.
Margaret Darling

News from the Instructors’ Panel
The MBGC Instructors Panel met on
20 November at Mark Bland’s house in
Wodonga and after a sumptuous meal cooked
by Suzanne Bland, dealt with a large agenda
of items with is summarised below:
Instructor training and eligibility for promotion
of Level 1 Instructors to Level 2.
Vehicle operations and safety issues.
Instructor roster.
Recent GFA Operational Directives.
Parachute care.
Two cable operations.
Training in new ASK21-GVA.
Instructor responsibilities.
New candidates for Air Experience Instructor
ratings.
Individual student progress discussion.
Safety Management system (SMS)
implementation.
Radio and SAR.
Annual checks.
Retrieve vehicles.
Drogue chutes.
Insurance excess.
Member liabilities for aircraft damage.
Member qualification database.
Aerotow operations.

Kitty and Laura go over to the dark
side
On 25 November MBGC members Kitty Vigo
and Laura Sullivan managed to obtain
passenger flights in a microlight which visited
for the Gathering of the Moths microlight fly-in
at Mt Beauty airfield.

To return the favour Kitty shouted their pilot
Mitch to an Air Experience flight in our new
ASK21-GVA with Andrew Evans as pilot.
Mitch enjoyed his peaceful flight in a sailplane
after the ear shattering noise of his microlight,
climbing at up to 8 knots in a thermal with
Andrew. He was not impressed though when
Andrew said to him that “propellers are for
boats”!

Nick Cohn’s UK rocket car story
The Bloodhound Project in the UK is building
what will be the fastest “car” in the world. To
power it to its top speed of 1690 km/hr it will
use an EJ200 jet engine from a Euro fighter
Typhoon and a custom made “hybrid” rocket
powered by a Formula 1 V8 engine.

I am a member of the 1K club which is the
official supporters club of the project.
After many delays in the rocket development, I
finally received an email informing of a rocket
test on 3 October.
The test was to be held in a HAS (Hardened
Air Shelter) at Newquay Cornwall Airport. The
HAS is designed to protect aircraft from attack
and to protect others if ordinance explodes
while the aircraft are parked. Perfect for testing
an experimental rocket that might just blow
apart! This day there would be the largest
rocket fired in the UK for 20 years pointing its
exhaust that way.

The rocket test rig hangar

Kitty Vigo, Laura Sullivan and Mitch the microlight
pilot on 25 Nov 2012.
Photo: Andrew Evans
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The safety briefing and presentation about the
status of the project were next. We were then
invited to go and have a look at the rocket test
rig. The rocket itself with its solid fuel (a type
of rubber) was behind a blast wall to protect
the rest of the equipment in the event of a
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major failure of the rocket. In front of the blast
wall the test rig comprised a Formula 1 engine
connected to a special pump which is in turn
connected to a 1000 litre oxidizer tank. This
was to be the first test of the rocket in this
configuration. All previous tests had used
nitrogen gas to push the liquid oxidizer (95%
pure hydrogen peroxide – H2O2) into the
rocket.

of the rubber remains about the same, giving a
nice constant thrust. That was great for my
family who were able to see me watching the
live feed over the internet back in Amsterdam.
You can see the “Bloodhound TV” episode
about the test at:
http://www.bloodhoundssc.com/news/bloodho
und-hybrid-rocket-test . The raw video of the
test
can
be
seen
on
this
page:
http://www.bloodhoundssc.com/news/hybridrocket-firing-3-oct-12 .
You too can join in the engineering adventure!
Go to www.bloodhoundssc.com. Your name
can go 1000 miles per hour on the fin of the
car for just 10 pounds. You can even become
a fellow member of the 1K Club and follow the
project all the way through to 1000 mph in
2014. I hope to see you all there!
Nick Cohn

Rocket test

Then the moment came that we were all
waiting for. We were all given ear plugs and
warned that the rocket would make as much
noise as 18 Boeing 747s at takeoff thrust.
Finding a seat, we were given a talk by Andy
Green, the person with the most personal
interest in this test (he’ll be sitting within
metres of this rocket when it is in the car!). He
also took us though the test itself. The test was
planned to be at 600 psi. This is the pressure
at which the hydrogen peroxide is pushed into
the front of the rocket. This is a bit more than
half the 1100 psi it is designed to work at.
Andy explained that they would be jumping
straight up to 800 psi on this test, an expected
thrust of more than 6000 kg.
On the big screen we could see the rocket
start to burn. This was a bit of flammable liquid
to preheat the solid fuel to ensure that it would
light up (it was quite a cold day). The Formula
1 engine started pumping the hydrogen
peroxide at 8000 rpm. After a few seconds,
after the Formula 1 engine was accelerated
from 8000 rpm to 16,500 rpm, we could hear
and feel the sound coming through the thick
hangar doors, although I definitely did not
need the ear plugs.
After just 8 seconds it was all over. The rocket
had produced around 6500 kg of thrust, more
than expected! Great!
We all then got a chance to ask questions. I
was chosen first and asked about the shape of
the solid rocket fuel. Mark answered that the
shape is designed in such a way that while the
rubber is burning away the total surface area
Alpine Flyer

MBGC Documentary
James Bentley, the son of a pilot friend of
President Andrew Evans and his study partner
Adam requested permission to film a short
documentary on MBGC for their media filming
university course.
The focus of the documentary is how to go
about being trained to fly a glider at MBGC.
The film crew visited Mt Beauty from Friday 5
October to Sunday 7 October 2012.
You can view some wing cam footage used in
the documentary taken from Andrew Evans’
and Ian Cohn’s ASW19-VHEAT on the MBGC
Facebook page or on YouTube by searching
on:
“Andrew Evans Gliding at Mt Beauty”
When the documentary is finalised it will also
be loaded on to these sites and the MBGC
web page to publicise our club.

Club shirts and hats
Detlev Rueff and Shirley Knight have
organised smart new club shirts and hats
which are designed for comfort and maximum
sun protection.
Contact Shirley or Suzanne Bland to make
your purchase. Shirts are $25.00 and hats
$10.00 individually, or discounted to $30.00
total if you purchase both.
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Safety Management System (SMS)
briefing session by VSA

Ken Darling

61

Laura Sullivan

57

In accordance with a direction of its Board, the
GFA intends to implement a contemporary
Safety Management System.

Steve Bradbury

44

Andrew Evans

45

Ian Cohn

40

Mike Pobjoy

29

Reuben Lane

30

Phil O’Bryan

28

George Vasiliadis

22

Andy Smith

24

Mart Bosman

15

Kenton Ford

14

Gary Mason

13

Richard Todd

21

Deniz Aygun

12

Craig Collings

10

The aims of the SMS are to foster a safety
culture in gliding, regularly monitor and report
on safety outcomes, while continually striving
to identify and eliminate hazards.
This system aims to provide an improved safe
operating environment for participants through
a
systematic
methodology using
the
appropriate tools including Risk Assessments.
Tim Belcher from the VSA provided a
presentation to 11 MBGC members on Sunday
18 November at Ian and Susie Cohn’s
residence to assist us in preparing a SMS for
our club.

Ollie Barthelmes

6

Duncan Robertson

6

Kevin Roden

5

Brendan Judd

5

Al Dickie

1

Mark and Ben towed to Holbrook
Reuben Lane, Andrew Evans, Tim Belcher (VSA),
Susie Cohn and Richard Todd at the SMS
presentation on 18 November

A small working group consisting of Andrew
Evans, Phil O’Bryan, Terry Knight and Mark
Bland has been established to draft the MBGC
SMS.

On 3 November Marl Bland and Ben Talbot
took a long aerotow in ASK21Mi-GVS from Mt
Beauty to Holbrook and return to visit Ian
Dealy at a fly-in at his Holbrook Ultralight Club.
The aerotow was provided by Tony Edwards in
his Cessna 180C.

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1 January 2012 to date are shown below. If
you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
Each year the winner of the most prolific winch
driver award is presented with a certificate and
prize of 10 free winch launches at the AGM.

Ben Talbot

194

Mark Bland

184

Bernie O’Donnell

118

Scott Anderson
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Ben Talbot in the front seat of ASK21Mi-GVS on
aerotow to Holbrook behind Tony Edwards in his
Cessna 180C.
Photo: Mark Bland

67
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MBGC junior member Brooke Anderson was
successful in being awarded this scholarship in
2011.
Application details are available at:
http://2009.gfa.org.au/Docs/news_articles/RAN
GA_Web-1.pdf

Ben Talbot, Mark Bland and Ian Dealy at Holbrook
with ASK21Mi-GVS

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
15 December 2012

Brooke Anderson - Winner of the RANGA
Scholarship in 2011.
Photo: Mark Bland

Upcoming Events


Saturday/Sunday
Airtourer visit.



Sunday 27 January 2013 - Annual
General Meeting. A reminder that any
General Business agenda items are
required to be submitted to Secretary Ian
Cohn at scsiac@bigpond.com at least 1
month prior to the meeting.



23 February to 3 March 2013 - VSA
alpine coaching course at Mt Beauty.



9/10/11 March 2013 (Labour Day
Weekend) - Geelong Gliding Club visit
with Pawnee tug.

8/9

December

-

RANGA Scholarship
The Royal Australian Navy Gliding Association
ceased operation in 2007 and has provided
GFA with funds for an annual scholarship of
$1500 aimed at encouraging new recruits into
the sport.
The award is for a trainee who has not yet gone
solo in any branch of aviation.
Although in most years it has been awarded to
a younger person, there is no age limit
specified in the scholarship rules.

Shares for Sale in ASK21 VH-GVS
Two one/fifth shares are for sale in Schleicher
ASK21Mi self-launching glider, VH-GVS,
including enclosed custom trailer, based at
Mount Beauty Airfield. Price per share:
$39,990. For further details contact:
David Jacobson 03 5756 2747 and 0419 346
336 or davidmjacobson@bigpond.com or
Rod Harris 03 5750 1153 and 0438 443 815 or
roddoharris@gmail.com.

Applications for this scholarship close on 3 July
2013.

Alpine Flyer
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MT BEAUTY

ASK21 Mi - GVS
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Share for Sale in Pilatus-GCD
A one/sixth share is for sale in Pilatus B4
glider VH-GCD, including open trailer, based
at Mount Beauty Airfield.

Pilatus B4 VH-GCD.
Photo: Greg Sujecki

Price for share: $1500. For further details
please contact:
Rod Harris 03 5750 1153 and 0438 443 815
or roddoharris@gmail.com.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
Send your editorial or photographic contributions to the
“Alpine Flyer” Editor - Andrew Evans at
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au or Telephone 0418 377 146
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