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MBGC President’s Report
The exciting news this month
is that our new twin seater
glider ASK21-GVA arrived
from Germany on 25 October
and was picked up from
Melbourne by Mark Bland
and Andrew Evans on 2
November.
See the story and photos below.
Welcome this month to our new members
Peter Demeo and Robb Belsher. See an
interview with Peter later in this edition.
News from Committee meeting
Your Committee continues to be very busy
dealing with club business. A meeting was
conducted on 14 October to deal with the
business issues listed below:
Purchase of ASK21 2 seater glider.
Winch replacement project.
Relocatable frame for launch point tent.
SAR Watch.
AGM notification.
Appointment of Public Officer.
Instruments and radio sponsorship for the new
ASK21.
New south airfield boundary fence.
Rick Agnew presentation.
MOU for private winch owned by Scott
Anderson and Bernie O’Donnell.
Resignation of Treasurer Richard Todd and
appointment of Steve Bradbury as new
Treasurer.
Distribution of surplus revenue from Astir-IKS
back to Wagga Wagga Soaring Club.
VSA Safety Management System presentation
by Tim Belcher in November.
VSA grant for junior pilots 2012/13.
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Radiotelephone
Operator’s
Authorisation
briefing and test.
Suggested fee structure for non contributing
members.
Alpine Shire Youth Award nomination for
Laura Sullivan.
Rod Harris offer of car.
Purchase of club single seater.
Weekly and monthly newsletters feedback.
Thanks you to all our Committee members for
all the work that they do to keep our club
running smoothly.
Thanks also to Rod Harris for his kind donation
of his Ford Fairlane for a retrieve vehicle. We
are really travelling in style now when we tow
out our gliders.
Safe flying.
Andrew Evans - President / Alpine Flyer Editor

Member Editorial Contributions
Thanks to all of our contributors this month. All
members are encouraged to submit stories
and photos for publication.
Don’t forget to follow club activities on our
Mt Beauty Gliding Club Facebook page where
you can download photos and comments
about your gliding exploits and interact with
like minded individuals.
If you don’t know how to do it, ask our junior
pilots, your kids or grandkids.
Any members requiring further details of any of
this month’s editorial can contact the Editor at:
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au.
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Treasurer’s Report
Following the resignation
of Richard Todd from the
Treasurer position due to
ill health, Steve Bradbury
was elected Treasurer at
the Committee meeting
on 14 October.
Thank you to Richard for his contribution.
Don’t forget to put your Foodworks points to
MBGC code 1060 when you buy goods from
the Mt Beauty Foodworks supermarket. These
points earn contributions to funding for our
new ASK21 purchase.

CFI Report
Parachute Care
Twice last week I had the
unfortunate task of rescuing
some
of
our
glider’s
parachutes from harm’s way!
Some members continue to
have a high disregard for this important safety
equipment item that one day may need to save
a life. Parachutes don’t belong on the grass or
to be chucked in the van under all the other
paraphernalia. I’ve also seen them placed on
the dirty hangar floor or hung on a piece of
wire. This is not good enough… Please read
the following care instructions from the internet
and take care of them. If you don’t use one
make sure it is placed back in the cockpit after
you fly.

STORAGE
The longevity of your parachute system is your
responsibility and is almost entirely dependent
upon proper maintenance and storage. When
not in use, store the parachute in a bag, in a
well-ventilated area away from direct exposure
to sunlight, oils, and/or acids. If you find that
your parachute has come in contact with any
unsafe conditions including moisture, have it
inspected by a qualified rigger immediately.
Do not wait until you want to use it again as
extended exposure to foreign substances can
damage the materials beyond repair.
INSPECTION and PACKING
NOTE: Australian Air Navigation Orders
require an emergency or reserve parachute to
have been inspected and repacked in the
preceding 6 months, regardless of the number
of times it's been worn. If you fly year round
this means you must have your parachute
system inspected and repacked at least three
times during the year. Locate and establish a
relationship with a licensed parachute rigger in
your area. Set up a schedule and make note
on your calendar to have the parachute
repacked (it's easy to forget). That way you
won't arrive at the airport ready for a day’s
flying only to find you’re grounded because
your parachute is out of date. To find a rigger,
check your local phone directory under
parachutes or parachuting, or contact a local
sport parachuting centre, they will be able to
assist you in locating a reputable rigger.

Some useful links:
http://www.parachutesaustralia.com/s2/pdf_do
c/slimpack_manual.pdf
http://silverparachutes.com/app/download/640
4236404/Take_care_of_your_parachute_so_it
_can_take_care_of_you.pdf
http://www.softieparachutes.com/care--maintenance.html
Taking proper care of your emergency
parachute system is equally as important as
properly maintaining your aircraft. By following
a few simple procedures you will ensure that
your parachute will provide many years of
trouble free service and more importantly,
operate properly in the event you need to use
it.
Yes, it could happen to you!
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PRE-FLIGHT INSPECTION
Establish a routine for a pre-flight inspection of
your parachute just as you do your aircraft.
Your safety is directly related to the condition
of your parachute (it does happen).
A small oversight could create a very
significant safety hazard. Check the exterior of
the container for stains, mildew and excessive
wear. Inspect the hardware, be sure snaps
function properly and check for corrosion.
Look for fraying or nicks in the webbing and
inspect for broken or missing stitches. Perform
a pin check on the ripcord by lifting the pin
protector flap and making sure the pins are
straight and extend through the closing loop at
least 12 mm.
Make sure that the handle extracts from the
pocket easily. Also, there should be no kinks
or dents in the ripcord housing. Finally inspect
the packing data card.
Per the regs, the last date of inspection and
repack must have been within 120 days. Note:
the FAA definitely frowns on flying with out of
date parachutes.
Probably the biggest threat to a parachute’s
service life is damage by UV rays.
Leaving your parachute in an aircraft exposed
to sunlight for hours on end is extremely
harmful over time. The cumulative damage
caused by UV light will weaken your parachute
harness and the canopy inside. UV light can
penetrate through the outer container.
Cover your chute if you plan on leaving it in
your aircraft, even for a short time. The
carrying bag, canopy cover or even a jacket or
shirt will help. A lightweight space blanket is
ideal and will also reflect some of the heat on
those hot flying days.
Improper storage is another danger to your
parachute system. Always store your chute in
a cool, dry place free from extreme
temperature changes.
A locker in a hangar is fine, but beware that
mice can crawl through small air vents and do
costly damage. More than one parachute has
been chewed up for nesting material and
ruined by droppings and urine.

dryers. If storing your chute in the vicinity of
any of these items, always keep it off the floor
to prevent water damage in the event of a
leak. The trunk of your car can reach
extremely high temperatures. Over time
prolonged storage in your trunk will accelerate
deterioration of the fabric. Make sure that any
battery acid from jumper cables or batteries
are nowhere near your parachute. Acid
residue can be instant death to your nylon
parachute. Parachute material will deteriorate
over time by itself even when properly stored.
Don’t accelerate this by improper storage.
Humidity and dampness can cause severe,
irreparable damage to the parachute if not
repacked according to FAA regulations. Mould
may appear which, gone unnoticed, can
require major repairs or worse.
More importantly humidity can hasten the
breakdown and sometimes meltdown of the
rubber bands used to retain the lines of your
parachute.
Unfortunately, many parachutes have been
condemned after being ruined by rubber bands
stuck to the lines and canopy after being
unopened for months or years. There is just no
way to remove them.
Once this happens the entire mess is often
stuck to the inside of your container preventing
your parachute from opening properly. If you
are lucky, you will discover this during a
repack, not a bailout.
Mark Bland - CFI
CFI Quote of the month
Most gulls don't bother to learn more than the
simplest facts of flight - how to get from shore
to food and back again. For most gulls, it is not
flying that matters, but eating.
For this gull, though, it was not eating that
mattered, but flight. More than anything else,
Jonathan Livingston Seagull loved to fly.
Richard Bach

The eagle has landed!

Placing desiccants in the container will help
absorb moisture.

Our new glider ASK21-GVA arrived in
Australia
on
25
October
from
Hamburg/Germany on the vessel CMA CGM
Jasper. Andrew Evans and Mark Bland
collected GVA from a Melbourne shipping
freight depot on Friday 2 November and
delivered it to Mt Beauty on 3 November.

Keep your parachute away from heat sources,
such as water heaters, furnaces, washers or

The glider shared a container with Mal
Williams new ASH 31 Mi.

You might consider purchasing a plastic
Tupper Ware type container with a lid.
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Laura Sullivan nominated for Alpine
Shire Youth Award
Mt Beauty Gliding Club recently nominated
Laura Sullivan for the Alpine Shire Award
(12-17 years) 2012 in recognition of her
substantial and enthusiastic contribution to the
club and her achievements during her pilot
training.
Unfortunately Laura did not win this year but
the club is very proud to have nominated her.

Mark Bland, Mal Williams and Andrew Evans with
Mals new ASH31-GXN Mi and MBGCs new
ASK21-GVA pondering out how to extract the
gliders from their secure positions in the container
in Melbourne after their long trip from Hamburg,
Germany.
Photo: One of the freight depot workers

Laura received a certificate for being a
nominee for the award as you can see in the
photo below.

Laura Sullivan with her support crew at the Youth
Awards night. Left to right John and Jill Sullivan,
Ken Darling, Laura Sullivan, Ian Cohn, Susie Cohn,
David Vigo, Kitty Vigo (front)
Andrew Evans with our new ASK21-GVA.
Photo: Mark Bland

Radiotelephone Operator’s
Authorisation briefing and test
CASA regulation CAO95.4, under which
gliding operates, was amended in April 2011
and it is now a requirement that in order to use
a VHF radio, a person must have
authorisation, which in the case of glider pilots
means a GFA Radiotelephone Operator’s
Authorisation, in the form of a log-book
endorsement by means of a sticker.

Mark Bland with our new ASK21 safely stowed in
the trailer ready for its trip to Mt Beauty.
Photo: Andrew Evans
Alpine Flyer
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If you do not have the endorsement:

What type of GA aircraft do you fly?

1. You cannot fly from any registered
aerodrome or within the CTAF of registered
aerodromes where usage of radio is
mandatory.

I have flown 14 single engine types, mostly
Piper and Cessna.

2. You cannot legally use the radio if you fly
from a non-registered aerodrome (eg. Mt
Beauty).
3. You cannot progress from dual training to
solo.
The MBGC Instructors Panel is aware that
there is still a group of pilots who do not have
the Radiotelephone Operators Authorisation
Endorsement.
To enable pilots to obtain the endorsement, an
information session and test was provided by
Instructor Andrew Evans on
Sunday
21 October 2012 at the Mt Beauty airfield
terminal building. Nine members attended this
session and eight attempted and passed the
test.
If you do not possess this authorisation,
contact Andrew Evans to undertake either an
oral or written test which covers material from
the Airways and Radio Procedures for Glider
Pilots which is available at:

I am not current on any twins but have flown
Piper Twin Comanche’s and Piper Seneca’s
My last flight in a twin was in a Piper Seneca,
Albury/Essendon/Albury in December 2010.
I flew tugs at Benalla for a few years.
What GA licence do you have?
I was granted PPL in 1987 and CPL in 2012.
What clubs and locations have you glided
at and in what years?
I originally joined the Albury Wodonga Gliding
Club in 1989, then the Gliding Club of Victoria,
and later the Mt Beauty Gliding Club. The
Albury Wodonga Gliding Club merged with the
Corowa Gliding Club some years later, and I
flew there until I stopped flying gliders in 1996.
At Mt Beauty I was mostly flying my Mosquito,
but did fly a Pilatus B4 as well.
What gliders have you flown?
Blanik, IS28, Ka7, Janus, Pilatus B4, Junior,
Hornet, Mosquito, Astir, ASK21 (as of last
week).

http://2009.gfa.org..au/Docs/ops/airradio.pdf).
The Procedures must be studied before
undertaking the test which takes about 15 to
20 minutes and can be undertaken on the field
when I am there (usually on Sundays).
In addition to the GFA material, you might find
it helpful to go through the Visual Flight Rules
Guide - Section 3 Operation.
Andrew Evans - Level 1 Instructor

Welcome back Peter Demeo
After a couple of years of haranguing by
President Andrew Evans who shares an office
with Peter Demeo, former MBGC member and
GA pilot Peter has been coaxed back into
gliding.
Here is a short interview with Peter after
re-joining MBGC this month.
Tell us about your family
My unhappy glider pilot wife is Karen and I
have a son Ben, aged 10 years.
Ben is not a great fan of flying at this stage
and went to sleep on a recent flight coming
back from Temora.
Alpine Flyer

Peter Demeo with instructor Ian Cohn after his first
check flight on returning to MBGC.
Photo: Andrew Evans
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What level of instructor rating did you
reach?
I held an Assistant Instructor rating, and
instructed at Albury/Wodonga, Corowa, and
Benalla.
What gliding badges did you obtain?
I obtained Silver C.
I have flown some good cross country, but was
not interested in competition.
Any other interesting goss?
I have just commenced flying a C172 SP
(VH-LSE), which is quite a nice aircraft.
A friend owns a C150 (VH-DVD), which I fly
with him at times. All of the crook landings are
his!!!
However, I have made my share of crook radio
calls.
I recently flew with him to Caboolture.
Peter Demeo

Invitation for Sponsorship of
Instruments and radio for our new
ASK21-GVA
Are you interested in sponsoring an instrument
or radio for our new ASK21?
The Committee is inviting offers of sponsorship
for 2 altimeters at approximately $300 each, a
variometer at approximately $850 and a radio
at approximately $2000.
If you are interested in this sponsorship please
contact Treasurer Steve Bradbury at
steve@sewbright.com.au.

Mark Bland, Bernie Hochwimmer and Andrew
Evans in training for Alpine Shire worker jobs while
cleaning the hangar floor.
Photo: A friend of Phil O’Bryan

MBGC Documentary
James Bentley, the son of a pilot friend of
President Andrew Evans and his study partner
Adam requested permission to film a short
documentary on MBGC for their media filming
university course.
The focus of the documentary will be on how
to go about being trained to fly a glider at
MBGC.
The film crew visited Mt Beauty from Friday 5
October to Sunday 7 October 2012.

Hangar cleanup
A working bee was conducted on Saturday 6
October to clean the floor of the hangar and
transport all rubbish from outside the hangar to
the tip.
After Mark Bland, Bernie Hochwimmer and
Andrew Evans had swept the floor, Steve
Bradbury turned up with his turbo charged leaf
blower and finished the floor cleaning job to a
very high standard.

Andrew Evans being interviewed for the
documentary.
Photo: Mark Bland

Alpine Flyer
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Ben Talbot

185

Mark Bland

163

Bernie O’Donnell

115

Scott Anderson

66

Ken Darling

58

Laura Sullivan

53

Steve Bradbury

42

Andrew Evans

42

Ian Cohn

40

Mike Pobjoy

29

Reuben Lane

28

Phil O’Bryan

23

George Vasiliadis

22

Andy Smith

22

Mart Bosman

15

Kenton Ford

14

Gary Mason

13

Richard Todd

12

Deniz Aygun

12

Craig Collings

7

The film crew filmed aspects of our operations
on the ground and in the air and included
interviews with CFI Mark (Tom Cruise) Bland
and President Andrew (Hugh Jackman) Evans.

Ollie Barthelmes

6

Duncan Robertson

6

Kevin Roden

5

They will make the final documentary available
to the club in HD digital format for promotion of
our club. This is a good opportunity to gain
more free publicity for our club through
Facebook, YouTube and our web site.

Brendan Judd

5

Al Dickie

1

CFI Mark Bland being interviewed for the
documentary.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Each year the winner of the most prolific winch
driver award is presented with a certificate and
prize of 10 free winch launches at the AGM.

Club shirts and hats
Detlev Rueff and Shirley Knight have
organised smart new club shirts and hats
which are designed for comfort and maximum
sun protection.

MBGC appears on Mt Beauty
Community Bank Annual Report

Contact Shirley or Suzanne Bland to make
your purchase. Shirts are $25.00 and hats
$10.00 individually, or discounted to $30.00
total if you purchase both.

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1 January 2012 to date are shown below. If
you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?

Alpine Flyer
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Repairs to Twin Astir GRF
Twin Astir-GRF, which has kindly been loaned
to MBGC by Graham Levitt following the
grounding of club twin seater glider IS28-WVU,
was de–rigged on 5 October for transport to
Temora for repairs to the undercarriage doors.

Fan of MBGC, Kate O’Donnell and Reuben Lane
waiting for the 1.00 o’clock thermal on Sunday
28 October.
Photo: Andrew Evans

RANGA Scholarship
Mark Bland, a helpful visitor, Andrew Evans and
Graham Levitt loading Twin Astir on to the
ASK21-GVS trailer - “Are you sure it will fit?” said a
concerned Graham.

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)
Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

No, this is not a scholarship for red headed
people (sorry for repeating last year’s joke Ed).
The Royal Australian Navy Gliding Association
ceased operation in 2007 and has provided
GFA with funds for an annual scholarship of
$1500 aimed at encouraging new recruits into
the sport.
The award is for a trainee who has not yet gone
solo in any branch of aviation.
Although in most years it has been awarded to
a younger person, there is no age limit
specified in the scholarship rules.
Applications for this scholarship close on 3 July
2013.
MBGC junior member Brooke Anderson was
successful in being awarded this scholarship in
2011.
Application details are available at:
http://2009.gfa.org.au/Docs/news_articles/RAN
GA_Web-1.pdf

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
17 November 2012
Alpine Flyer
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ASK21 Mi - GVS
Photo: Detlev Rueff
Brooke Anderson - Winner of the RANGA
Scholarship in 2011.
Photo: Mark Bland

Share for Sale in Pilatus-GCD
A one/sixth share is for sale in Pilatus B4
glider VH-GCD, including open trailer, based
at Mount Beauty Airfield.

Upcoming Events


Tuesday 6 November - Cup Day public
holiday.



Tuesday 13 November - Solar eclipse.



Sunday 18 November - VSA lecture on
GFA Safety Management System (SMS).
All members welcome.



Saturday/Sunday 24/25 November Gathering of the moths fly-in.



Saturday/Sunday
Airtourer visit.



Sunday 27 January 2013 - Annual
General Meeting. A reminder that any
General Business agenda items are
required to be submitted to Secretary Ian
Cohn at scsiac@bigpond.com at least 1
month prior to the meeting.




8/9

December

-

23 February to 3 March 2013 - VSA
Alpine coaching course at Mt Beauty.

Pilatus B4 VH-GCD.
Photo: Greg Sujecki

Price for share: $1500. For further details
please contact:
Rod Harris 03 5750 1153 and 0438 443 815
or roddoharris@gmail.com.

9/10/11 March 2013 (Labour Day
Weekend) - Geelong Gliding Club visit
with Pawnee tug.

Shares for Sale in ASK21 VH-GVS
Two one/fifth shares are for sale in Schleicher
ASK21 mi self-launching glider, VH-GVS,
including enclosed custom trailer, based at
Mount Beauty Airfield. Price per share:
$39,990. For further details contact:
David Jacobson 03 5756 2747 and 0419 346
336 or davidmjacobson@bigpond.com or
Rod Harris 03 5750 1153 and 0438 443 815 or
roddoharris@gmail.com.
Alpine Flyer
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And here are a few more photos of
the arrival of our new ASK21-GVA

Not much room left in the container.
Photo: Mark Bland

Arrival at Mt Beauty on 3 November. Mark Bland
and Andrew Evans.
Photo: Ben Talbot

Photo: Ben Talbot

MT BEAUTY

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
Send your editorial or photographic contributions to the
“Alpine Flyer” Editor - Andrew Evans at
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au or Telephone 0418 377 146
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