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MBGC President’s Report
It has been pleasing to see
plenty of flying activity during
the winter, including on non
weekend days. Flights over 2
hours are being achieved
and
pilots
have
been
enjoying low level wave and
ridge lift conditions.

If you don’t know how to do it, ask our junior
pilots, your kids or grandkids.
Any members requiring further details of any of
this month’s editorial can contact the Editor at:
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au.

Treasurer’s Column

Our beautiful alpine site offers great
opportunities to keep those flying skills honed
in the winter ready for summer distance flying.
So tear yourselves away from those Coonaras
and come and have some fun in the Spring
conditions which are about to commence.

Thank
you
to
those
members who generously
provided
interest
free
advances on their club
flying accounts to assist
with purchasing our new
ASK21 glider GVA.

Your hard working Committee has been very
busy working in the background on club
business and making the final arrangements
for delivery of our new ASK21-GVA in mid
October. The glider is currently being prepared
for shipping from the Schleicher factory in
Germany.

These advances have reduced the loan liability
required from Mt Beauty Community Bank to
finance this purchase.

See the report below from the last Committee
meeting which was conducted on 26 August.
Safe flying.

Don’t forget to put your Foodworks points to
MBGC code 1060 when you buy goods from
the Mt Beauty Foodworks supermarket. These
points earn contributions to funding for our
new ASK21 purchase.
Richard Todd - Treasurer

Andrew Evans - President / Alpine Flyer Editor

Member Editorial Contributions
Thanks to all of our contributors this month. All
members are encouraged to submit stories
and photos for publication.
Don’t forget to follow club activities on our
Mt Beauty Gliding Club Facebook page where
you can download photos and comments
about your gliding exploits and interact with
like minded individuals.
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CFI Column
Another month has come and
gone and I’m sure we’re all
counting off the last few days
of winter (except the ski
junkies) and looking forward
to some warmer, drier
weather.
Amazing to think back only a couple of
seasons when it felt like it would never rain
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again. The airfield and winch paddock are very
wet at present and for the diehards amongst
us I need to remind you all again to be very
cautious about how and where we drive on the
field. We don’t want to leave ruts on the grass
that will dry out and become very rough to land
on later.
Those in the know will be aware that the World
Gliding Championships have recently been
held in Uvalde Texas with the Australian team
doing well and some incredible speeds and
distances flown over 13 days of competition.
The total kilometres flown were greater than
going to the moon and back.








OAMPS Insurance.
Consideration of self insurance for glider
hull cover after loan repayment.
Change of Public Officer nomination.
Finalisation of Community Bank loan
conditions for new ASK21 glider GVA.
Instruments sponsorship for GVA.
Proposed erection of south airfield
boundary fence.

If you require clarification of any of these
issues contact the Editor/President at
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au or 0418 377 146.

Unfortunately the event wasn’t without incident
with a mid air collision occurring between two
15 metre gliders. One landed back at Uvalde
and the other pilot parachuted safely. This
brings me to the point that even though all
these gliders had FLARM (collision avoidance)
it still didn’t prevent a collision. Please re-read
the GFA LOOK OUT procedures and stay
vigilant.
http://2009.gfa.org.au/Docs/ops/safety_briefing
_pack.pdf.
CFI Quote of the Month
A young pilot I know always works with the
motto: “Airspeed, altitude and brains – you
always need at least two”. Sound advice!
Mark Bland – CFI

News from the Committee
The MBGC Committee met on Sunday 26
August to deal with a large number of business
and other issues affecting the club. A short
summary of the issues discussed is provided
below.














Purchase of ASK21 2 seater glider.
Winch replacement update.
Grounding of IS28-WVU.
Availability of the Twin Astir-GRF for
training and conditions of use.
Email from Andy Smith.
Junior pilots assistance account.
Publicity for Junior Pilots Training
Program.
Relocatable frame for launch point tent.
Geelong Gliding Club tug account.
SAR watch.
Proposed Business Plan including revised
fee structure to manage the ASK21 loan
and insurance commitment.
VSA Grant for junior pilots 2012/13.
VSA contribution from Alpine Flying
Training Course.
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Brooke Anderson keeping the flight log on
19 August while keeping out of the chilly winter wind
in the club van.
Photo: Rick Agnew

SAR Watch
With Spring and Summer approaching some of
us will be spreading our wings and venturing
further afield. Imagine how you would feel to
have survived a crash or a distant out-landing
in a remote place and no one knows where
you are because you have not lodged a
Search and Rescue (SAR) Watch.
Further imagine how the Duty Instructor feels
when you haven’t returned. The terrain around
Mt Beauty is very remote so if you are hanging
in a tree even within our own valley, a search
party could take days to find you.
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Usually when experienced pilots go on a cross
country they should have a flight plan which
they lodge with the Duty Pilot or Duty
Instructor. This at least gives a search party
somewhere to start. The problem arises when
you’re out having fun and the clouds look
better in a different direction to your planned
route and you decide to just go that way. Most
of our so called “Local Flights” can encase a
huge area, even just between Mt Bogong and
Mt Feathertop.
At least every hour or preferably 30 minutes it
pays to give a short position report stating your
height / location and intentions. If we have six
or seven gliders flying you can realise that
these calls can make the airways very busy so
obviously use some discretion. If for example
you’re in company with two or three others
then maybe only one has to talk. This concept
also is only complete if the remaining ground
crew / Duty Pilot is taking note. It is the
responsibility of everyone to lookout for each
other and be situational AWARE!

Changes to MBGC website
The MBGC website has been changed to
www.mtbeauty.com/mt-beauty-gliding-club/ as
advised in the latest Weekly Updates, due to
changes in the Mt Beauty Chamber of
Commerce website. Club charges are not
listed directly. They are on the Membership
application form at:
http://www.exalander.com/mbgc/MembershipA
pplication.pdf .
Ian Cohn – Secretary

Vale Neil Armstrong
Gliders, sailplanes, they are wonderful flying
machines. It's the closest you can come to
being a bird - Neil Armstrong - Astronaut

Winch Driver Tally
Winch launch tallies for the calendar year from
1 January 2012 to date are shown below:
Ben Talbot

155

Mark Bland

149

Bernie O’Donnell

107

Scott Anderson

51

Ken Darling

48

Laura Sullivan

44

Ian Cohn

37

Steve Bradbury

35

Andrew Evans

31

Mike Pobjoy

24

George Vasiliadis

22

Andy Smith

22

Reuben Lane

17

Mart Bosman

15

Kenton Ford

14

Gary Mason

13

Richard Todd

12

Deniz Aygun

10

Craig Collings

7

Ollie Barthelmes

6

Duncan Robertson

6

Kevin Roden

5

Brendan Judd

5

Phil O’Bryan

4

Al Dickie

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
Each year the winner of the most prolific winch
driver award is presented with a certificate and
prize of 10 free winch launches at the AGM.

Invitation for Sponsorship of
Instruments and radio for our new
ASK21-GVA
Are you interested in sponsoring an instrument
or radio for our new ASK21?
The Committee is inviting offers of sponsorship
for 2 altimeters at approximately $300 each, a
variometer at approximately $850 and a radio
at approximately $2000.

Alpine Flyer
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If you are interested in this sponsorship please
contact
Treasurer
Richard
Todd
at
richardrtodd@hotmail.com.

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)

Get well soon Susie and Ken
Susie Cohn and Ken Darling are both on the
mend after recent surgery and are home again
in Mt Beauty. The club wishes them both a
speedy recovery.

Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew and how high your winch
launch was, after the day’s flying.

Next Sausage Sizzle Saturday
15 September 2012
Susie Cohn visits Ken Darling at St Vincent’s
Hospital Melbourne.
Photo: Ian Cohn

More on Ian Cohn’s Record
Breaking Aviation Career
In 1992 I was Senior Performance Engineer
for Australian Airlines which had a contract to
provide Engineering and Flight Operations
services for a Boeing 737-400 operated by
Solomon Airlines. It was my job to prepare the
Operations Manual for the aircraft in
conjunction with the Flight Operations staff of
Solomon Airlines and Australian Airlines. The
Solomon Airlines B737-400 was a completely
new aircraft constructed in Seattle and due for
delivery in April/May 1992.

MBGC girl power! Brooke Anderson, Laura Sullivan
and Kate O’Donnell on the airfield 19 August.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Alpine Flyer

Solomon Airlines wanted publicity for their
B737-400 operation and in March 1992
approached Australian Airlines with a proposal
to establish a world aviation record between
Seattle and Melbourne. The job was handed
to me to organise. Generally, for airline
aircraft, it is only possible to contemplate
records on delivery flights. Normal passenger
flights are generally out of the question
because you have passengers to worry about,
the aircraft are heavily loaded, and the route is
pre determined.
The obvious record
categories to attempt are distance records and
speeds over recognised courses. For delivery
flights over the Pacific Ocean you have to
worry about the maximum safe range of the
aircraft and contingencies, mainly due to the
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possibility that the destination is closed due to
weather. Suitable alternate landing airfields
are difficult to come by in the middle of the
Pacific. Due to the fact that airlines are also
usually cash strapped, you generally can’t
deviate much from the great circle from origin
to ultimate destination.
With the short time available, I came up with
“the longest flight ever by a Boeing 737”,
possibly a dubious but hard to deny claim, and
three official FAI “speed over a recognised
course” world records. The route I came up
with was Seattle to Honolulu, Honolulu to
Majuro in the Marshall Islands, and Majuro to
Melbourne. The Majuro to Melbourne great
circle distance is 5,678 km, and the route had
the additional advantage that it passed over
Honiara, the capital of the Solomon Islands,
giving the opportunity of a radio hookup to the
local radio station.
Breaking distance records requires very
detailed planning to ensure that your airline’s
brand spanking new aircraft has a very remote
chance of splashing into the sea.
So I
checked the likely winds, the maximum mass
of fuel I could cram into the aircraft, minimised
the take-off weight, etc. and carefully
estimated the amount of fuel remaining at the
destination, Melbourne. Generally, pilots will
not accept the plan unless the estimated fuel
remaining at destination is more than one
hour. I also had to contact the air traffic
control towers along the route to obtain their
cooperation in recording and certifying take-off
and landing times so that records could be
claimed.
I also planned to be on the flight myself to
monitor proceedings. I did have a legitimate
excuse in that part of my duties was to
monitor, for flight planning purposes, the fuel
burn of all the aircraft operated/maintained by
Australian Airlines.
To get maximum range, the fuel uploaded had
to have the highest possible density and this
was achieved by loading full fuel from Seattle
where the local fuel supplied had higher than
average density, loading the coolest available
fuel at Honolulu by refuelling before dawn, and
arriving and refuelling just after dawn at Majuro
for the long flight to Melbourne. To get
maximum fuel uplift we had to also override
the normal maximum fuel shut-off valves and
carefully pump fuel into the overflow vents.
The crew was Captains Trevor Ancell and
Tony Parrish of Solomon Airlines, Australian
Airlines Training Captain Mal Short, a
maintenance engineer and, for the Honolulu to
Melbourne flights, me.
Alpine Flyer

The aircraft was flown from Seattle to Honolulu
on schedule, setting a “speed over a
recognised course” world record that still
stands (as at June 2012). This route is
regularly travelled for more modern fuel
efficient B-737 deliveries to Australian
operators such as QANTAS and Virgin (not to
mention the RAAF) and I am surprised that it
has lasted so long. One down, two to go.
After cramming as much fuel as possible into
the aircraft, we departed Honolulu on 30 April
in the early hours of the morning for Majuro,
arriving there on 1 May, after crossing the
international dateline, just after day break.
Maximum range altitudes and speeds were
used to preserve fuel and cold soak it to obtain
maximum fuel density for the leg to Melbourne.
After refuelling at Majuro, taking onboard the
maximum fuel we could load, including
carefully pushing fuel into the overflow vents
until they emitted a few drops of fuel, we
departed for Melbourne.
Climbing to the
maximum certified altitude of FL370 we
passed over Nauru almost on the equator and
proceeded to overhead Honiara. There Trevor
Ancell made a hook-up with the local radio
station and talked about how it was a
wonderful day for the Solomon Islands and
generally spruiked Solomon Airlines.
After concluding the radio broadcast, all the
flight crew retired to the galley at the rear of
the cabin to have morning tea/coffee, leaving
me in sole charge in the cockpit for around 10
minutes. The aircraft was on autopilot so there
wasn’t actually much for me to do except
monitor the radio and general progress.
Periodically throughout the flight I had to take
readings for the fuel burns which involved
taking the autopilot out to stabilise the engine
thrust and speed.
On arrival over Brisbane we started to fly into
increasing headwinds that were higher than
forecast, but had sufficient fuel not to worry
about landing reserves at Melbourne where we
landed after a seven hours 55 minutes flight.
In fact, we had sufficient reserve fuel to have
flown on to Hobart.
Landing at Melbourne was not the end of the
story. I had to get certifications from the Air
Traffic centres before completing the record
applications and submitting them to Harry
Walton, Executive Director of the Royal
Federation of Aero Clubs as Australian
representative of the Federation Aeronautique
Internationale.
Seattle, Honolulu and
Melbourne were all very cooperative but I
could not get anything from the Marshall
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Islands Majuro.
After weeks of trying it
became obvious that I was not going to get
anywhere. So I hatched another plan. I held
appointment as an Official Observer for the
FAI issued by the Gliding Federation of
Australia (normally only used to certify gliding
flights) and applied to the RFAC to be allowed
to use my status as a gliding Official Observer
to certify the landing and take-off times at
Majuro. The RFAC agreed to this and in due
course the three “speed over a recognised
course” world records were ratified by the FAI.
Later I found out that the Air Traffic Controller
on duty at Majuro, was a disgruntled former
employee of Solomon Airlines, which helped to
explain his lack of cooperation.
So ended my first tilt at World Records in
aviation. I nevertheless kept thinking about an
absolute world distance record, which would
be much more significant than “speed over a
recognised course” records.
Ian Cohn
Secretary



Refresher for Official Observers on
changes to the FAI Sporting Code in
regard to data loggers (and other matters).

2. Development
Coaches

Opportunity

for

VSA

Tim Shirley and GCV are running this event at
Benalla from Monday 12 November to
Saturday 17 November.
The event is intended as a development
opportunity for VSA Coaches and will be run
by G Dale, a renowned UK Coach and world
championships competitor.
This is the second year that G Dale has visited
Australia at the invitation of the GFA to run
coaching development sessions and last year
proved most successful.
Please contact either Tim or myself if you have
any queries.
Ian Grant
VSA Coaching Coordinator

Heather & Mart’s European Travel
Diary
Heather Mull and Mart Bosman have visited
the Mer de Glace Ice Cave in the Chamonix
Valley, France.
The Mer de Glace is the largest glacier in
France, 7 km long and 200 m deep. In the
winter, thousands of skiers follow the glacier
down to the Montenvers Railway station after
skiing the famous "Vallee Blanche".
Heather and Mart are currently hang gliding
with friends at Kayseri in Turkey.
Deniz Aygun in Astir-IKS
Photo: Rick Agnew from ASK21-GVS

News from the VSA
Note that the VSA website has been redeveloped and now contains the schedule of
coaching and competition events for the
coming season.
See the site at http://www.gliding.asn.au/
Two forthcoming events to take note of are:
1. Data Logger and Official Observer Course
Tim Shirley from the Gliding Club of Victoria
(GCV) will provide a weekend course at
Bacchus
Marsh
clubhouse
on
15/16
September regarding:


Heather Mull and Mart Bosman inside the
Montenvers Mer De Glace glacier near Chamonix,
France where the ice moved for them.

Effective use of Data Loggers, and

Alpine Flyer
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Shares for Sale in ASK21 VH-GVS

Upcoming Events

Two one/fifth shares are for sale in Schleicher
ASK21 mi self-launching glider, VH-GVS,
including enclosed custom trailer, based at
Mount Beauty Airfield.



Tuesday 11 September 2012 - Petrie
Park Probus Club visit. Volunteer winch
drivers and AEI pilots required. Contact
Ian Cohn at scsiac@bigpond.com if you
can assist.



Tuesday 9 October - Start of new OLC
year.



Tuesday 6 November - Cup Day public
holiday.



Tuesday 13 November - Solar eclipse.



8/9 December 2012 - Airtourer visit.



27 January 2013 - Annual General
Meeting. A reminder that any General
Business agenda items are required to be
submitted to Secretary Ian Cohn at
scsiac@bigpond.com at least 1 month
prior to the meeting.

ASK21 mi VH-GVS
Photo: Detlev Rueff

Price per share: $39,990.
For further details please contact:
David Jacobson 03 5756 2747 and 0419 346
336 or davidmjacobson@bigpond.com or
Rod Harris 03 5750 1153 and 0438 443 815 or
roddoharris@gmail.com

Share for Sale in Pilatus-GCD
A one/sixth share is for sale in Pilatus B4
glider VH-GCD, including open trailer, based
at Mount Beauty Airfield.

Flying Funnies
The first thing every pilot does after making a
gear up landing is to put the gear handle
DOWN!
…………………………………………………….
A "good" landing is one that you can walk
away from. A "great" landing is one that lets
you use the airplane another time.
……………………………………………………
Overworked air traffic controller responding to
the disoriented student pilot of a single-engine
Cessna who is calling him on emergency
121.5 MHz on a busy Saturday afternoon:
"Lost aircraft, say position."
…………………………………………………….
Things which do you no good in aviation:

1. Altitude above you.
2. Runway behind you.
3. Fuel in the truck.
Pilatus B4 VH-GCD
Photo: Greg Sujecki

Price for share: $1500.
For further details please contact:
Rod Harris 03 5750 1153 and 0438 443 815 or
roddoharris@gmail.com.
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....................................................................
Conversion
ATC: N12345, descend to 3,000 ft on QNH
1019.
N12345: Could you give that to me in inches?
ATC: N12345, descend to 36,000 inches on
QNH 1019.
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Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
Send your editorial or photographic contributions to the
“Alpine Flyer” Editor - Andrew Evans at
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au or Telephone 0418 377 146

MT BEAUTY
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