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MBGC Presidents’ Report
Your Committee has not met
since the last newsletter but
has been active dealing with
current issues by circular
email. Business dealt with
this month covered included:














Cleanup of the old hangar.
Glider maintenance training course.
Astir-IKS Form 2.
Planning for Easter activities.
Duty pilot and operations management for
large events.
Air Tourer Association visit 22/23
September 2012.
Term deposit rollover.
Sign funded by Community Bank.
VSA funded information sign.
Financing of replacement of Club 2 seater
glider IS28 VH-WVU with ASK21 glider
including international exchange rate
arrangements.
MBGC shirts and hats.

Safe flying.
Andrew Evans - President / Alpine Flyer Editor

Member Editorial Contributions
Thanks to Duncan Robertson, Ian Cohn, Jill
Martin, Mark Bland, Andy Smith and Richard
Todd for their editorial and photo contributions
this month. All members are encouraged to
submit stories and photos for publication. If
you have any suggestions for improvements to
the newsletter, send those in as well. All
feedback welcome. It’s your publication.

Alpine Flyer

Don’t forget to follow club activities on our
Mt Beauty Gliding Club Facebook page where
you can download photos and comments
about your gliding exploits and interact with
like minded individuals. If you don’t know how
to do it, ask our junior pilots, your kids or
grandkids.
Any members requiring further details of any of
this month’s editorial can contact the Editor at:
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au.

Waiting for the 1.00pm Thermal

Ben Talbot, Andy Smith, Mark Bland, Ian Dealy and
Laura Sullivan on 18 Feb 2012
Photo: Andrew Evans

Duncan Robertson goes to
Horsham Week 2012
This year I had the pleasure of flying at
Horsham Week in the Beaufort Gliding Club
Janus with Noel Vagg. The competition was
well supported with 40 entries. Our class,
Performance, was the largest with 14 entries
ranging from an SZD-55 to a Foka 5, including
5 Janus and a Twin Astir. Due to the large
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range in performance, all tasks for our class
were set as an AAT. Below is a summary of
the week:
Day 1
A hot day with 15 knot northerly wind, cumulus
clouds and 6 knot average thermals to 8000
feet AGL. We flew 348 km at 111 kph.
Although we flew the furthest and fastest, we
were narrowly beaten by the Twin Astir and it
was evident from day 1 that it would be hard to
beat the Astir on handicap.
Day 2
A cancelled day due to a 30 knot SW wind,
overcast & some rain.
Day 2 (Take 2)
Cold 20 knot SW wind, cumulus clouds and 5
knot average thermals to 6500 feet AGL. We
flew 281 km at 102 kph and were equal first
with the Twin Astir.
Day 3
Cold 20 knot southerly wind, cumulus clouds
and 5 knot average thermals to 6000 feet AGL.
We flew 250 km at 97 kph and had our first
outright win.
Day 4
Cold 15 knot SW wind, mainly blue with 5 knot
average thermals to 5500 feet AGL. We flew
290 km at 90 kph and were second again to
the Twin Astir.
Day 5
High level cloud shadow with 4 knot average
thermals to 6000 feet AGL. It was a difficult
day with several out landings. We flew the
furthest distance of 258 km, mostly at a high
speed, but had a very low point which cost us
30 minutes extra time and reduced our speed
to 85 kph and fourth place for the day.
Day 6
A good day with cumulus clouds and 7 knot
average thermals to 7000 feet AGL. We flew
281 km, mostly at high speed, but got low at
the first turn under heavy over development,
which reduced our average speed to 105 kph
and fourth place for the day.
Day 7
25 knot southerly wind, over developed
cumulus clouds and 5 knot average thermals
to 6000 feet AGL. We flew 198 km at 99 kph
and were placed first for the day.
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Our final result was a total of 64,000 points,
closely beaten by the Twin Astir at 64,098
points. Although we flew further and faster
every day than the Twin Astir, it was not
possible to overcome the 11% handicap
advantage. Better luck next year.
Overall it was a great competition, good fun,
well organised and 7 out of 8 days flown. The
winners of the other classes are as follows:Standard: John Orton (GCWA) SZD-55
15m: Bruce Cowan (GCV) Ventus B
Open: Tony Tabart (Corangamite SC) Ventus
2cM/18m
Submitted by Duncan Robertson

Treasurer’s Column
Did you know that last year
MBGC received a total of
$196.38 from the Mt Beauty
Foodworks
Community
Fund? These contributions
arise when you put your
purchase points to the
Gliding Club code 1060
when you buy goods from the Mt Beauty
Foodworks supermarket. This is a valuable
contribution to our funding for our ASK-21
purchase, so keep putting your Foodworks
points to MBGC code 1060.

Richard Todd - Treasurer

CFI Column
The next Vic/Tas Region
Instructors’
Course
is
proposed to be held at
Bacchus
Marsh
Airfield
during late June 2012.
The course commences on Monday 25 June
at 0900 and concludes Friday 29 June.
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Places are available for up to 10 applicants for
the issue of a Level 1 rating or upgrade to a
Level 2 rating.

calendar year from 1 January 2012 to date
are:
Ben Talbot

48

Mark Bland

37

Level 1 candidates are to be prepared by the
CFI in accordance with the "Club Preparation"
section on page 28 of Part 1 of the GFA
Instructor's Handbook, and must meet the
minimum requirements of 75 hours total gliding
with a minimum of a C Certificate.
It is
expected that candidates will also have an
adequate knowledge of Parts 1 and 2 of the
Instructor Handbook, which will be tested by
oral examination during the instructor training
process.

George Vasiliadis

22

Scott Anderson

21

Andrew Evans

14

Bernie O’Donnell

12

Ken Darling

10

Andrew Evans, Steve Bradbury and Richard
Todd are recent graduates of the Level 1
Instructor’ Course.

Eligibility Requirements

Contact me if you are interested in applying for
admission to this course.
Mark Bland – CFI

Flying in the Rain
The persistent light rain on 25 Feb 2012 did
not stop keen junior trainee Brooke Anderson
from doing 9 training flights, including 3
simulated cable breaks with instructors Mark
Bland and Andrew Evans and the IS28-WVU
benefitted from a free wash.

Mart Bosman

8

Ian Cohn

8

Laura Sullivan

8

Andy Smith

8

Richard Todd

8

Mike Pobjoy

7

Kevin Roden

5

Ollie Barthelmes

5

Phil O’Bryan

3

Duncan Robertson

2

Steve Bradbury

1

Al Dickie

1

If you are not currently qualified to operate the
winch, why not consider obtaining training and
help share the workload?
Each year the winner of the most prolific winch
driver award is presented with a certificate and
prize of 10 free winch launches at the AGM.

Mt Beauty Wave

Junior pilots Ben Talbot, Laura Sullivan and Brooke
Anderson shelter from the rain on 25 Feb 2012.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Winch Driver Tally
The usual spirited competition has been
displayed between winch drivers during the
past month. Winch launch tallies for the

Alpine Flyer

Unfortunately Mark Bland didn't get to try out this
wave over the Bogong High Plains at 0800 on
7 Feb 2012.
Photo Mark Bland
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GETTING HIGH WITH A RHINOCEROS ON A
SKATEBOARD - A story by Ian Cohn admirer
Jill Martin

It was magnificent. We, or rather he, achieved
over 6,500 ft in height, enough to soar over
Little Bogong and around Mt Bogong proper,
the cloud cover being too low to go higher.

I like Ian Cohn very much. In fact he tells me I
am President of his fan club – elected
unopposed each year, strangely.
However, after several years of enjoying his
company on the tennis court, he reminds me
(when he shakes off his terminal lethargy from
which he suffers so badly and sprints for the
ball,) of the prizewinning advertising campaign
for Melbourne trams warning they are like a
rhinoceros on a giant skateboard.....if you see
one coming, get out of the way, pronto.
And we do.
vibrates.

It is frightening.

The court

When he suggested I join him for a glider
flight, it sounded a wonderful idea. I didn’t
think to mention I have a slightly deranged fear
of heights and can be claustrophobic.
I
remember as a child, shaking so much on a
chairlift at the Sydney Royal Easter Show with
my parents, that my thongs fell off. I used to
walk through the streets of Sydney CBD with
my mother, dragged along on yet another
shopping expedition at the age of about four,
with my hands over my head and crouching,
as the moving clouds gave the illusion the
buildings were falling.
In later years my
children disowned me as I clung whimpering to
cliffs, or trembled at a lookout.
I have panicked and clambered furiously from
the backseat of a two door hatchback on a test
drive over the front passenger and out the
window.
I am a problem. However, I don’t get car sick
or sea sick. So I had second thoughts about
the gliding experience. I decided I would fess
up. I planned it all in the middle of the night
before G day. But when he demanded at the
pre-arranged check in time “so we’re on then?”
I meekly said “yes.....but I’m a bit afraid of
heights and can be claustrophobic”, he
assured me that if I had a problem, we could
come back down.
Once I had prised open my tightly shut eyes
and grim mouth and relaxed my sweaty palms,
and the initial banking and swerving had
stopped, I loved every second of it. In the
cockpit of his flying machine he became a
magnificent man.
The rhinoceros’s skateboard vanished and
was replaced by a ballerina’s tutu.
He
pirouetted on thermals, swooped on lows and
soared on highs.
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Ian Cohn and Jill Martin with ASK21-GVS

We flew over Mt Fainter and Mt Feathertop,
over the Razorback walking track, glided at
speeds over 130 kph, all on free energy. Then
down the Kiewa Valley, over the Ovens, the
Mitta Valley to the right. Hume Weir straight
ahead.
There’s Dederang, Bright, we’ve
passed Harrietville. Magic. And always the
precious thermals ready to help to get us high
again, found mainly under dark clouds of all
places.
Time flew by. Over two hours had gone past.
Not one panic attack, just bliss. Still time to
check out Mt Beauty’s landmarks, about 30
minutes away.
The pondage looked like a
picture; it was just like all the postcards.
Camera clicking nonstop.
One thing I did know about flying is that take
off and landing were the most dangerous
times. I tried to think calming thoughts. That’s
it; this man got his pilot’s licence at seventeen,
before the legal age back then to pass a
driver’s licence. That would mean he has
been flying for, surely not, half a century....
professionally and recreationally.
The landing was smooth as silk.
quite nonchalantly. Piece of cake.

I alighted

Submitted by Jill Martin

Astir-IKS Form 2
The annual Form 2 inspection of the Astir-IKS
on loan from Lockhart club is underway in the
club hangar, under the supervision of CFI
Mark Bland with new Technical Officer
Airworthiness, Terry Knight. Contact Mark if
you able to help. There are unskilled jobs to be
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also performed, such as polishing the wings,
tail, fuselage and canopy.

Mart Bosman and Mark Bland going through the
paperwork for the Form 2 on Astir-IKS.
Photo: Andrew Evans

It’s not a fundraiser, just an opportunity to
socialise, brag and tell fibs about how far, fast
and high you flew after the day’s flying.

Attendees at the sausage sizzle on 18 Feb 2012.
Back: Andrew Evans, Laura Sullivan, Shirley
Knight, Suzanne Bland, Terry Knight.
Front: Ben Talbot, Steve Gale, Ian Dealy, Duncan
Robertson, Mark Bland.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Next Sausage Sizzle 17 March 2012
Competitions
Congratulations to Craig Collings who finished
nd
th
2 and Andy Smith who finished 7 in the 15m
Class at the Multi Class Nationals at
Tocumwal. See their story below.

Mart Bosman and Terry Knight carrying out the
manometer check for the ASI on Astir-IKS Form 2.
Photo: Andrew Evans

Suzanne and Shirley’s $2 Sausage
Sizzles (assisted by Terry)

Congratulations also to Social members Paul
th
Mander and Ray Humphrey achieved 5 and
th
5 places respectively in Standard Class.

2012 Australian Multi Class
Championships at Tocumwal
attended by Andy Smith and Craig
Collings
This competition was planned to take place at
Narromine NSW, but was transferred to
Tocumwal after the pilots agreed that there
was little prospect of good conditions in
northern NSW over the contest period. About
50 pilots de-camped and drove 500 km south
on Monday 30 January. Tuesday and
Wednesday were practice days and the first
competition day was Thursday 2 February.

Enjoy the $2 sausage sizzles at the Mt Beauty
Airfield terminal building every third Saturday
of the month. Snags and drinks just $2 each.
Alpine Flyer

Craig phoned me when the competition was
moved and I decided to enter in my Ventus as
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Tocumwal is much closer to Mt Beauty and the
weather forecast was good.

every day as a trough-line developed right
over Tocumwal.
This gave exceptional Australian soaring
conditions and some extremely close racing.
Craig was climbing up the leader board as I
slipped down and it was all to play for on the
last day. An Assigned Area Task was set of 3
hrs duration. We were flying over the Hay
Plains so the task-setters were confident the
conditions would be excellent (and they were!).

Craig Collings preparing his ASW20-XOR with Andy
Smith’s Ventus-TB in the background at the Multi
Class Nationals at Tocumwal.
Photo: Andy Smith

The first competition day was difficult with
most pilots having trouble staying up before
the start. Eventually the lift improved and we
all set out cautiously.
The task area had a large convergence line
(an line of unstable air which is fed by air from
both sides - this one produced a large shower)
running across it and if you were lucky you
managed to climb up in front of the rain and
just get back home.

I had a reasonable day with everything
working on the glider except the audio vario.
The lift was over 10 kts under the clouds
spoiled only by a little over-development
around Hay.
It was so good that I was going to get back too
soon and messed up the flight by having to go
too far into the last task area and take a weak
climb on the final into-wind leg. Terry Cubley
who led our 15m class for most of the comp
had an average day but Mathew Scutter, only
22 and still a junior, aced it at nearly 140 kph
in an LS4.

I was lucky but Craig just missed out and had
to land. This had a big effect at the end of the
competition. The shower we tangled with
eventually turned into a storm and it rained
heavily at the airfield that evening.
The next day the weather started to improve
and we had a straight-forward race. It was
complicated by water in my total energy
system which meant that my vario had to work
like a bubble pipe!
I waited until the main group of pilots started in
my class and managed to follow them around
the course, turning where they turned, which
worked surprising well. This was the start of a
series of technical problems through the comp
for me.
The weather continued to improve as the
comp continued through the weekend and the
next week. We got into a routine of flying faster
Alpine Flyer

Andy Smith with his Ventus-TB at Mt Beauty
Photo: Andrew Evans

Craig, who was in second place by about 150
points got low over the unlandable Hay Plains
and also had an average day. Terry had won
the first day and so maintained his first
position, but Craig would have won overall if
he had got back on that first day. By such
small margins are comps decided.
Submitted by Andy Smith
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Upcoming Events
Chrysler Car Club Visit
Labor Day weekend Saturday 10 March to
Monday 12 March. Mark Bland advises that
the Chrysler Car Restorers Club will be visiting
Mt Beauty on 11 March and members have
expressed interest in gliding. If you can help
out with winch driving, duty piloting or helping
at the desk, please advise Mark.

Mt Beauty Gliding Club is sponsored by
the Mt Beauty Community Bank
Send your editorial or photographic contributions to the
“Alpine Flyer” Editor - Andrew Evans at
andrewe@g-mwater.com.au or Telephone 0418 377 146
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